
Bethel, Chelsea, Rochester, South Royalton 

Wagon Wheel Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

6:00 pm, South Royalton School 

 

Meeting called to order at 6:03 pm. Dean Sterns welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

There were no adjustments to the agenda. 

Motion made to approve minutes from the October 20, 2015 meeting was made and seconded, so 

voted.  

Superintendent Bruce Labs told all members that he will get a PowerPoint from the Superintendents 

association to help describe and explain what the legislature actually intended to do with Act 46. The 

Legislature has no intent to change Act 46 at this time, so we all have to deal with it. He will try to get 

out to all boards so all communities can be informed before Town Meeting 2016.  Meg Powden, 

WNWSU Superintendent noted that there is a tremendous amount of work happening, and she 

expressed her appreciation of all the time and effort everyone has given while working through this 

process. Bruce noted that they are working very hard on completing a strategic plan that should be 

ready by January or February. This will be a document to build on over the next 3-5 years, and principals 

are also working on this with him.  

Tim Murphy noted that there are a lot of meetings of the L&G, Policy, Education and Communications 

Committees.  Each committee gave a brief overview of what their committee has been working on.  

Laurie noted that there will not be a December newsletter; they need more factual information first. 

Budgets are being worked on, and also the committees are working through the process of transitioning.  

L&G is hoping to narrow it down to just 1 or 2 options to bring back to the committees. By laws, 

transportation and food services are also being worked on.  Bruce noted that the Policy Committee has 

completed the state mandated policies and are working on the financial policies now. Their next 

meeting will be in January. Tim noted that all committees are working on incorporating Act 46 into their 

budgets and how it will apply to each budget. Joe Spinella noted that it is creating cuts in the Chelsea 

budget that they don’t want to have to make. Jeff Sherwin noted that there will be a public forum 

regarding Act 46 as there are a lot of questions that can’t be answered right now. Dave Eddy noted that 

they have the same issue in Bethel, and South Royalton noted that no one is asking questions, so they 

are having a hard time knowing what the community thinks about upcoming changes.  

Geo gave a brief overview of the L&G meeting held last night, December 14th. There are still questions to 

be answered regarding both transportation and food service consolidation issues. Discussion ensued.  

Meg Powden noted that she would want to know the final decision regarding food services by March in 

order to notify existing employees.  

Short discussion of forming Study Committees ensued. Todd noted that individual boards should discuss 

the possibility before it is voted in.  



Common Schedule: boards again should take to their respective boards to discuss before any decisions 

are made.  

Tim spoke about dual enrollment which he feels is a great recruitment tool. He would like to propose 

that sooner than later, this group of boards see a presentation from CCV, VTC or someone else and then 

possibly deciding how students would actually participate in dual enrollment programs.  Joe noted that 

he feels classes should be offered within school walls as not all students can get off campus to attend. 

All members were in favor of listening to a presentation, and Joe noted his interest in taking advantage 

of district teachers and having courses done within each school. 

Meeting was adjourned t 6:59 pm 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joanne McDonnell 


