
Relations with Latin America 



Roosevelt and the Panama Canal 
Ø Wanted to build a canal across Panama when elected president in 

1901 
Ø  A canal would benefit commerce and military capabilities 
Ø  Panama is under the control of Colombia 

Ø  Roosevelt’s Sec. of State offered $10 million cash plus $250k a year in rent 

Ø  Colombia rejected the offer 

Ø “Speak softly and carry a big stick” 



Revolucion! 
Ø Roosevelt knew Panamanians wanted to rebel and break 

from Colombia 

Ø Made it known that U.S. would not aid Colombia in a fight, 
and might even support Panama 

Ø November 2, 1903 USS Nashville dropped anchor in Colon, 
Panama 
Ø  The next day people of Panama rebelled 
Ø  American forces stopped Colombia from crushing the rebels 
Ø  November 3rd Panama declares independence and US recognizes 

Ø Panama agrees to let the U.S. build the canal using similar 
terms to the Colombian offer 



Building the Canal 

Ø Tropical heat, heavy rainfall, plentiful swamps 

Ø “mosquito paradise” 
Ø  Malaria and Yellow Fever 
Ø  Dr. William Gorgas ordered pools of water and swamps 

drained, sprayed with insecticide, and spreading oil to kill 
mosquito eggs 

Ø 40,000 workers blasted and dug through mountains 

Ø Built massive locks to raise and lower ships 



Policing Latin America 

Ø Concerned with Latin America mainly when disurbances 
threatened American lives, property and investments 

Ø Roosevelt Corollary: The U.S. has a right to intervene in 
Latin America to preserve law and order 
Ø  International police power 
Ø  Latin America strongly resents this interference 

Ø President Taft prefered to use investment 
Ø  Better to use trade than warships 
Ø  Dollar diplomacy: building strong economic ties to Latin 

America 



Wilson and moral diplomacy 

Ø Elected in 1912 and disliked heavy-handed policies of past 

Ø Moral diplomacy: condemn imperialism, spread democracy, 
and promote peace 
Ø  Despite this, Wilson used military intervention more than any 

other prior president 



Relations with Mexico 
Ø  Americans invest about $1 billion in mines, oil wells, railroads, and ranches 

Ø  1910 Mexican’s revolt against President Porfirio Diaz by Francisco Madero 

Ø  1913 Madero is overthrown by Victoriano Huerta 

Ø Wilson authorizes sale of arms to Huerta’s rival Venustiano Carranza 

Ø  1914 Huerta’s troops arrest several American sailors so Wilson orders the 
navy to occupy Veracruz 

Ø  Pancho Villa wanted to overthrow Carranza 
Ø  Attacked 17 soldiers on a rain in Mexico 
Ø  Raided town of Columbus, New Mexico killing 19 Americans 

Ø General John Pershing chased Villa into Mexico with thousands of troops 
Ø  Wilson and Carranza wanted to avoid war, Wilson orders troops to retreat 


