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Summer at Forsaken Lake 
By Michael D. Biel 
Realistic Fiction 
At first, 12-year-old Nicholas and his twin sisters, Hayley and 
Hetty, are not happy with being sent to spend the summer 
with Great-uncle Nick at Forsaken Lake. But when the man 
promises to teach them to sail, things begin to look up. Add a 
mysterious homemade film about a monster, an old letter 
found hidden in the attic, a mystery involving the children's 
father from the time he spent summers at the lake, and a 
ghost ship, and your ready for adventure.  
 
 
The Cheshire Cheese Cat: a Dickens of a Tale 
By Carmen Agra Deedy 
Animal Fiction 
Cat and mouse may be traditional enemies, but in this 
historical novel, a cheese-loving tom cat named Skilley takes 
up residence at London’s Ye Old Cheshire Cheese, where he 
befriends Pip, one of the many mice living at the inn. With 
Pip’s help, Skilley convinces the innkeeper that he’s a fierce 
mouser. But is he? Charles Dickens, a frequent customer 
attempting to write another novel, is greatly amused by the 
behavior of the cat and mice, and you will be too. 
 
 
 
 
Ranger in Time: Rescue on the Oregon Trail 
By Kate Egan 
Adventure Fiction 
Ranger has been trained as a search-and-rescue dog, but 
can't officially pass the test because he's always getting 
distracted by squirrels during exercises. One day, he finds a 
mysterious first aid kit in the garden and is transported to the 
year 1850, where he meets a young boy named Sam Abbott. 
Sam's family is migrating west on the Oregon Trail 



The Vanishing Coin 
By Kate Egan 
Realistic Fiction 
Fourth grade was supposed to be a fresh start, but Mike's 
already back in the principal's office. He's not a bad kid. He 
just can't sit still. And now, his parents won't let him play 
soccer anymore. Instead he has to hang out with his new 
neighbor Nora, who is good at everything! Then, Mike and 
Nora discover the White Rabbit Shop. Its owner, Mr. Zerlin, is 
a magician, and, amazingly, he believes Mike could be a 
magician, too. Has Mike finally found something he's good 
at? 

 
The Gollywhopper Games 
By Jody Feldman 
Realistic Fiction 
Twelve-year-old Gil Goodson has been miserable since his 
father was falsely accused of stealing from the Golly 
Toy and Game Company.  Gil is sure that, if he can become 
a contestant in the company’s Gollywhopper Games, he can 
win, because he knows a lot about the company. And if he 
wins, his father has promised to move the family away so 
they can make a fresh start in another city. Gil has been 
studying for months, but will he be able to beat all the other 
contestants?  
 

Tuesdays at the Castle 
By Jessica Day George 
Fantasy 
Princess Celie loves Tuesdays at Castle Glower, because 
every Tuesday the castle adds a new room, a turret, or 
sometimes a whole new wing. Celie likes to map out these 
changes to the castle. When her parents, King and Queen 
Glower are taken captive, its up to Celie and her knowledge 
of the castle to defend their home and save the kingdom. 
 
 
 



Winter Sky 
By Patricia Reilly Giff 
Realistic Fiction 
Siria is a firetruck chaser. She sneaks out at night to chase 
the trucks, because her dad is a firefighter and she wants 
to make sure he’s safe. If he knew she snuck out to chase 
him, she’d be in big trouble. As Winter Break approaches, 
Siria suspects there are intentional fires being set and she 
wants to find out who's setting them so she can stop it and 
keep her dad safe. But when clues point to a surprising 
suspect, she realizes that solving this mystery will be 
tougher than she thought. 
 
 
Escape From Mr. Lemoncello’s Library 
By Chris Grabenstein 
Mystery 
Mr. Lemoncello is an eccentric game designer who has just 
funded a very special new library in his hometown. In honor 
of the grand opening, Lemoncello has selected a dozen 12-
year-olds to participate in an overnight lock-in event at the 
library. But when the kids wake up, they discover a new and 
unexpected game is afoot: whoever can find a way out of Mr. 
Lemoncello’s library will win the grand prize. 
 
 
 

Zita the Spacegirl  
by Ben Hatke 
Science Fiction 
Zita pushes a big, red button on a strange device; a porthole 
immediately opens, and an alien's springy tentacles suck her 
friend Joseph through to another world. Zita follows after 
Joseph and soon meets a great variety of extraterrestrials. 
This is quite an adventure! 
 
 
 
 



Ruby Goldberg’s Bright Idea 
By Anna Humphrey 
Realistic Fiction 
Ruby Goldberg wants to win first place in her 5th grade 
science fair. She has won second place two years in a row 
and is set on taking first this year. She has an arch rival, 
Dominic Robinson, and tries to keep her plans a secret from 
him. He offers to help - is it a trick, or can she depend on him 
to take her project to first place? 
 
 
A Snicker of Magic 
By Natalie Lloyd 
Fantasy 
Felicity Juniper Pickle,her little sister, Frannie Jo,and their 
dog, Biscuit,have once again been moved by their mother to 
a new town.This time they are moving in with Mama's sister 
in Mama's old hometown, Midnight Gulch, Tenn.,which used 
to be renowned for its magic--the kind where people could 
"sing up thunderstorms and...dance up sunflowers. Felicity 
and her new friend Jonah find themselves caught up in 
figuring out how to return the town's magic and to reverse a 
curse from Felicity's great-great-grandfather. 
 
 
 
Half a Chance 
by Cynthia Lord 
Realistic Fiction 
Lucy's family moves to an old house on a lake. Lucy’s Dad is 
a famous photographer and has taught her how to use a 
camera. When she learns that her Dad is judging a photo 
contest for kids, she decides to spend the summer working 
on winning it. As the weeks pass, Lucy makes friends with 
the boy next door, learns to kayak, joins in the community’s 
watch of nesting loons, and stays focused on taking photos. 
What will her photos reveal about life? Will her photos be 
good enough for her to win the contest? 



Game Changers: Play Makers  
By Mike Lupica 
Realistic Fiction 
Sixth-grader Ben McBain joins buddies Sam, Coop, Lily, and 
new addition Shawn at the start of the basketball season. 
Ben has always believed that each player should work hard 
to be the best athlete and best person that they can be. 
However, he really struggles with this philosophy when he 
has to play ball with Chase, an obnoxious but talented 
opposing point guard.  
 
 
 
Space Taxi: Archie Takes Flight 
By Wendy Mass 
Adventure Fiction 
It's not every day a regular kid like Archie gets to wake up at 
midnight. But today is Take Your Kid to Work Day, and Archie 
is finally allowed to ride along in his dad's taxi cab. This book is 
the first in a new series of adventures where Archie sets out to 
solve mysteries in the universe. Join him on his first adventure 
and read how he saves the universe from an evil mastermind. 
 
 
Sugar 
By Jewell Parker Rhodes 
Historical Fiction 
Sugar lives on the River Road sugar plantation along the banks of 
the Mississippi River. Sugar has always wanted to learn more about 
the world and gets her chance when the plantation owner brings in 
Chinese laborers to work in the fields along with the former slaves. 
She has adventures with the son of the plantation owner. This book 
is a story of unlikely friendships and how they can change lives 
forever.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Frank Einstein and the Antimatter Motor 
By Jon Scieszka 
Science Fiction 
In his Grandpa Al's garage workshop, child genius Frank 
Einstein tries to invent a robot that can learn on its own. After 
an accident brings robots Klink and Klank to life, they help 
Frank create an Antimatter Motor so he can win the Midville 
School Science prize. Too bad his enemy T. Edison steal’s 
Frank’s technology and endangers the entire world! What will 
Frank do? 
 
 
 
The Invention of Hugo Cabret 
By Brian Selznick 
Historical Fiction 
Orphaned Hugo secretly lives in a Paris train station. He is 
obsessed with reconstructing a broken automaton  
(robot that looks human) convinced that it will write a 
message from his father that will save his life. When he gets 
caught stealing small mechanical repair parts from the 
station's toy shop, Hugo gets to know the elderly shop owner 
and his goddaughter, Isabelle. The children work together to 
solve the mystery of the automaton and its creator. 
 
 
 

The Mystery of Meerkat Hill 
By Alexander McCall Smith 
Mystery 
Kind, clever, and caring Precious Ramotswe is always eager 
to improve her detective skills. When newcomers Pontsho 
and Teb can't find their much-needed cow, she uses her 
quick wit and clue-finding skills to help them. 
 
 
 
 
 



Special Delivery 
By Sue Stauffacher 
Realistic Fiction 
Keisha Carter loves working for Carter’s Urban Rescue, her 
family's nonprofit organization which specializes in treating 
and relocating wild animals. Keisha and her big, loving family 
need the help of their friendly neighbors as they are 
confronted with several rescue missions including a 
mysterious skunk-like smell at the community garden, a lost 
and injured dog and dive bombing crows.  
 
 
8 Class Pets + 1 Squirrel Divided 
by 1 Dog = Chaos 
By Vivian Vande Velde 
Humorous Fiction 
Twitch, the school yard squirrel, has really gotten himself into 
a bind this time. While trying to escape from a hungry owl, he 
roused the principal's dog and got chased into the school. 
Now he's locked in for a dangerous and disastrous night. Can 
Green Eggs and Hamster, Sweetie the library rat, and the 
other school pets save Twitch from the crazed dog, Cuddles? 
 


