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The 100-Year-Old Secret 
By Tracy Barrett 
Mystery 
Xena and Xander Holmes, an American brother and sister living in 
London for a year, discover that Sherlock Holmes was their great-
great-great grandfather when they are inducted into the Society for 
the Preservation of Famous Detectives and given his unsolved 
casebook, from which they attempt to solve the case of a famous 
missing painting. 
 
 
 
125 True Stories of Amazing Animals 
National Geographic Kids 
Nonfiction 
Brief descriptions and color photographs capture amazing animal 
stories, such as unlikely animal friendships, rescues by animals, and 
animal intelligence. 
 
 
 
Dumpling Days 
By Grace Lin 
Realistic Fiction 
Pacy and her family go to Taiwan to celebrate Grandma's sixtieth 
birthday.  Pacy is excited when her parents sign her up for a Chinese 
painting class, but she cannot speak the language and struggles to 
make friends and understand the teacher's instructions. 
 
 
 
 
 



Edgar Allan’s Official Crime Investigation Notebook 
By Mary Amato 
Mystery 
When someone takes a pet goldfish and other items from Ms. 
Herschel's classroom, each time leaving a clue in the form of a poem, 
student Edgar Allan competes with a classmate to be first to solve the 
mystery. 
 
 
 
Emily’s Fortune 
By Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 
Historical Fiction 
This story takes place in the Old West. While traveling to her aunt's 
home in Redbud by train and stagecoach, quiet young Emily and her 
turtle, Rufus, team up with Jackson, fellow orphan and troublemaker 
extraordinaire, to outsmart mean Uncle Victor, who is after Emily's 
inheritance. 
 
 
 
The Familiars 
By Adam Jay Epstein 
Fantasy 
Three young wizards-in-training are kidnapped by an evil queen, and 
the young wizard’s familiars, Aldwyn the alley cat, Skylar, a know-it-
all blue jay, and Gilbert a tree frog who can see the future, set out on 
a dangerous journey to rescue the boys.  
 
 
 
Into the Firestorm: A Novel of San Francisco, 1906 
By Deborah Hopkinson 
Historical Fiction 
Nicholas Dray, an eleven-year-old orphan newly arrived in San 
Francisco from Texas, tries to help his new neighbors survive the 
1906 San Francisco earthquake and the subsequent fires. 



The Journey That Saved Curious George: The True Wartime 
Escape of Margaret and H.A. Rey 
By Louise W. Borden 
Nonfiction 
Tells how the creators of "Curious George" narrowly escaped capture 
by the Nazis while fleeing Paris on their bicycles during World War II. 
 
 
  
Kenny & the Dragon   
By Tony DiTerlizzi 
Fantasy 
Kenny Rabbit tries to save his friend, the dragon, after he is labeled a 
community nuisance by the simple people of Roundbrook village, 
who arrange for the creature to be fought by St. George. 
 
 
 
Little Dog Lost 
By Marion Dane Bauer 
Realistic Fiction 
A boy, a dog, and an old man are lonely before the boy plans a rally, 
the dog looks for a boy, and all the townspeople run to the old man's 
aid when lightning strikes his home and something miraculous 
happens. 
 
 
 
 
Mason Dixon: Fourth-Grade Disasters 
By Claudia Mills 
Realistic Fiction 
Mason Dixon is dreading starting the fourth grade, especially 
because all the fourth graders are required to sing in the school choir 
and Mason cannot carry a tune, so he devises a foolproof plan to 
keep himself out of the spotlight. 
 
 



No Talking 
By Andrew Clements 
Realistic Fiction 
The noisy fifth grade boys of Laketon Elementary School challenge 
the equally loud fifth grade girls to a "no talking" contest. 
 
 
 
The Secret Zoo 
By Bryan Chick 
Mystery 
Noah and his friends follow a trail of mysterious clues to uncover a 
secret behind the walls of the Clarksville City Zoo--a secret that must 
be protected at all costs. 
 
 
 
Shoot-Out 
By Mike Lupica 
Realistic Fiction 
Twelve-year-old Jake must leave his championship soccer team to 
play on a team with a losing record when his family moves to a 
neighboring town. 
 
 
 
 
 
Stranded 
By Jeff Probst 
Adventure Fiction 
Jane, Buzz, Carter, and Vanessa, aged nine to thirteen, are on a 
sailing trip in the South Pacific intended to help them bond in their 
newly-blended family when a massive storm strands them on a 
deserted island. 
 
 
 



Tuesdays at the Castle 
By Jessica Day George 
Fantasy 
Princess Celie loves Tuesdays at Castle Glower, because every 
Tuesday the castle adds a new room, a turret, or sometimes a whole 
new wing, and Celie likes to map the changes to the castle.  When 
her parents, King and Queen Glower are taken captive, it falls to 
Celie and her knowledge of the castle to defend their home and save 
the kingdom. 
 
 
 
Wonderstruck 
By Brian Selznick 
Realistic Fiction 
Relates the stories of twelve-year-old Ben, who loses his mother and 
his hearing in a short time frame and decides to leave his Minnesota 
home in 1977 to seek the father he has never known in New York 
City; and Rose, who lives with her father but feels compelled to 
search for what is missing in her life. Ben's story is told in words; 
Rose's in pictures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Wright 3 
By Blue Balliett 
Mystery 
In the midst of a series of unexplained accidents and mysterious 
coincidences, sixth-graders Calder, Petra, and Tommy lead their 
classmates in an attempt to keep Frank Lloyd Wright's famous Robie 
House from being demolished. 
 
 
 



Young Fredle 
By Cynthia Voigt 
Animal Fiction 
Fredle, a young mouse cast out of his home, faces dangers and 
predators outside, makes some important discoveries and allies, and 
learns the meaning of freedom as he struggles to return home. 
 
 
 
Zita the Spacegirl 
By Ben Hatke 
Science Fiction 
Zita rushes to the rescue after her best friend is abducted by an alien 
doomsday cult, and, before long, finds herself hailed as an 
intergalactic hero. 
 


