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 Algebra I 

Course Description 
Students prior to Algebra I should have received introductions to linear relationships and 
functions. Algebra I builds on this increasingly generalized approach to the study of functions 
and representations by broadening the study of linear relationships to include; systems of 
equations with three unknowns, formalized function notation, and the development of bivariate 
data analysis topics such as linear regression and correlation. In addition, their knowledge of 
exponential and quadratic function families is extended and deepened with the inclusion of 
topics such as, rules of exponentiation (including rational exponents), and use of standard and 
vertex forms for quadratic equations. Students will also develop their knowledge of power 
(including roots, cubics, and quartics) and polynomial patterns of change and the applications 
they model. Aviation will take its role as a real-world application of the topics covered in 
Algebra I and will serve as a way to represent abstract problems and ideas in a concrete and 
relatable context. 

Course Objectives 
By the end of this course, WMAA students will have experience in the following topics:  

• Foundations for Algebra 
• Equations 
• Inequalities 
• Functions 
• Linear Functions 
• Systems of Equations and Inequalities 
• Exponents and Polynomials 
• Factoring Polynomials 
• Quadratic Functions and Equations 
• Data Analysis and Probability 
• Exponential and Radical Functions 
• Rational Functions and Equations 

Textbooks 
Algebra I will be using the following textbook: 
Holt and McDougal: Algebra I 
WMAA will only have a classroom set of this textbook. Therefore, we will be utilizing the 
online text that will be made available to all students as an at-home resource. Students without 
internet access at home will have the option to checkout a textbook to take home on a per day 
basis. There are also CD’s that contain the digital textbook that are available for check out. 



Grades 
Students will earn a final grade each semester based on mastery of the course objectives. Homework and daily 
assignments will comprise 20% of the final semester grade, assessments and projects will comprise 60% of the 
final semester grade, and a cumulative semester exam will comprise 20% of the final semester grade. The final 
semester grade will be used in determining a student’s grade point average (GPA). 
 

 

Coursework 
WMAA will provide additional opportunities for students to show mastery of standards. Communication will 
occur frequently between teachers, students, and their parent/guardian concerning missing work. It is the 
student’s responsibility to meet with the teacher to determine the action plan. 
If coursework is not turned in on time, a zero will be recorded in the grade book until the work is submitted. 
This zero will be accompanied in the grade book with a “missing” marker so that the reason for the zero is 
evident. If the allowable time period to make up the work has passed, the zero will become a permanent grade.  

Character 
Additionally, students will be evaluated on their character choices for each course.  The character evaluation 
will reflect student mastery of WMAA’s critical character expectations: be respectful, be responsible and do 
your personal best.  
3 – Exceeding Expectations 
2 – Meeting Expectations 
1 – Currently Not Meeting Expectations 

Gradebook – Available Online 
Powerschool: http://ps.westmichiganaviation.org/public/ 
 

Necessary Materials 
1. A college-lined notebook (at least 200 pages) 
2. A folder or three-ring binder to hold any notes, handouts or assignments 
3. Pen or pencil 

 
 
 
 

West Michigan Aviation Academy Grading Scale 
Letter Grade Percentage Grade Point 

              A 95-100% 4.0 
              A- 90-94% 3.7 
              B+ 87-89% 3.3 
              B 83-86% 3.0 
              B- 80-82% 2.7 
              C+ 77-79% 2.3 
              C 73-76% 2.0 
              C- 70-72% 1.7 
              F 0-69% 0.0 
            INC Incomplete Coursework N/A 



 
Attendance and Tardies 

Attendance: It is very important to be in class, as each day’s content builds on the previous day’s work.  When 
you are absent, it is your responsibility to get your missed work completed and set up a time to meet with Mr. 
Fey to clear up any confusion. It never hurts to talk with me to develop a plan to get caught up. 
Tardies: Students are expected to be in the classroom, in their seats, and ready to work when class starts. If 
tardiness becomes habitual, additional conversations will occur between the teacher, the student, and his or her 
family. If the problem persists, further conversations will occur between Mr. Fisher, the student, and his or her 
family to determine an action plan. 
 

Coursework 
Communication will occur frequently between teachers, students, and their families to determine an action plan 
for missing work. 
 

• If an assessment is not turned in on time, a zero will be used until the assessment is submitted or the unit has 
ended. This zero will be accompanied in the grade book with a “missing” marker so that the reason for the zero 
is evident. 

• Late homework may be completed for up to 80% of the original credit. 
• After a chapter has been completed, no late work will be accepted for that chapter.  

 
Academic Integrity 

We should each strive to live lives full of honesty and integrity. Others have worked hard for the material they 
create. All work in and out of class should be your own, and, when necessary, sources should be cited.  Anyone 
involved in cheating or plagiarism will redo the assignment, and other appropriate actions will be determined at 
the time of the offense.  
 
1st Offense = Verbal Warning and Redo of the assignment. Communication Home.  
 
2nd Offense = Referral to Mr. Fisher and Redo of the assignment. Communication home. 
 

Grading 
A percentage system is used to calculate your grade for Algebra I.  Listed below are the different ways you will 
be assessed throughout each semester.  
 
Chapter Tests – Tests will be given at the end of most chapters, and may include vocabulary, short answer, 
multiple choice, and algebraic reasoning. 
 
Quizzes – Quizzes will be given periodically throughout the semester, and may include vocabulary, short 
answer, multiple choice, and algebraic reasoning.   
 
Projects – At least one project will be assigned during the year. Students will be given ample advance warning, 
clear and concise directions and time both in and out of classtime to work. 
 
Writings – At least one writing assignment will be assigned during the year, and will involve submissions to 
Criterion. Students will be given ample advance warning, clear and concise directions and time both in and out 
of classtime to work. 
 



Homework Assignments – Homework will be assigned when a sufficient amount of material has been covered. 
Homework is a neccessary step in the process to mastery and success is not guaranteed without quality, 
independent practice on the students’ part. Homework will be collected randomly for a grade. It is expected 
students complete homework when it is assigned. 
 
Chapter tests and projects will comprise 75% of your coursework grade. Quizzes, writings and 
homework assignments will comprise the other 25% of your coursework grade. Both of those grades will 
then be combined and will count for 80% of your semester grade. The semester exam will count for the 
final 20% of your semester grade. Please contact Mr. Fey if you have any questions regarding this 
structure. 


