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The Hundredth Monkey? 
Students at CBMS have enjoyed experimenting with the 
ancient art of paper marbling over the last four years. 
This process originally involved floating oil paint on water 
using the principle that oil and water don’t mix. Beautiful 
prints can be pulled from the surface of the water. In our 
studio, thinned acrylic paint has replaced oil-based paint, 
because these are not toxic.  
This process is always a popular art experiment but this 
year students are suddenly producing the most wondrous 
designs! At first I thought this was an example of “the 
hundredth monkey effect:”  

From Wikipedia:  
The hundredth monkey effect is a supposed phe-
nomenon in which a behavior or thought spreads rapid-
ly from one group to all related groups once a critical 
number of initiates is reached. By generalization it 
means the instantaneous spreading of an idea or ability 
to the remainder of a population once a certain portion 
of that population has heard of the new idea or learned 
the new ability by some unknown process currently be-
yond the scope of science. 

However, upon closer inspection I discovered that the 
amazing results students were producing  were due to 
experience and practice. Some of the designs pictured 
here were crafted by experienced  2nd or 3rd-year paper-
marblers while others were created  by 1st-year marblers, 
but only after a day or two of practice.  
Getting better at a technique takes time and effort. Stu-
dents in the CBMS art program are able to try-out new 
materials and techniques and then return to them over 
time, building knowledge and honing skills.  
To see more from CBMS artists, visit our art blog at: 
http://studio-learning.blogspot.com/  
Nan Hathaway, CBMS Art Teacher 

RACE TO READ 
Thank you to Troy Kingsbury, 
racecar driver at Thunder 
Road, for making “Race to 
Read” fun for our students. 
And a big round of applause 
to Miss Vermont (a.k.a. “the 
Princess” according to a pre-
schooler!) for joining us as 
well. 



Dig Into "Mysteries of the Soil" with Kurt Valenta, 
a.k.a. Mr. K, at the Waterbury Public Library 

On Friday, May 24th at 10 a.m.  
Mr. K -  founder & president of Exordium Inc., a nature 
and outdoor education company providing outdoor learn-
ing experiences for the young and young-at-heart - will 
look at the teeming life that is found under our feet and 
makes the soil such an important part of the earth's eco-
system. Stories and a craft! Suitable for ages 4-8. Please 
call the Waterbury Library to register: 244-7036. 

The 6th Annual Green Mountain Mile 
Saturday, June 29, 2013 Fastest Mile Around! 

The one-mile course starts on the access road to the Ice 
Center in Waterbury. The race will merge onto VT Route 
100 north and continue straight on Main Street and end-
ing at Bank Hill. The course is flat and straight. 
Awards: Medals to all kids, prizes to overall winners. Raf-
fle at awards ceremony. Awards will be presented at the 
Rusty Parker Memorial Park following the parade. 
Race day registration closes at 10:30 at Ice Center.  
• Race starts at 10:45 sharp 
• Mail-in registration must be received by Thursday, 

June 27th 
• Pre register at Thatcher Brook Primary School Friday, 

June 28th, 5:00-7:00pm 
• Please make checks out to TBPS 
• Mail registration and checks to: 
Thatcher Brook Primary School 
Attn: Tom Thurston 
47 Stowe Street 
Waterbury, VT 05676 
Individual- $10.00  14 and under- $5.00 
Parking is available at TBPS, The Ice Center, or the Train 
Station. The start is on the access road to the Ice Center. 
At the south end of Main Street in Waterbury take a left 
(just before you cross the bridge over the Winooski Riv-
er). Depot Beverage will be on your left. Start is approxi-
mately ¼ mile down this road. 
Contact Information: Tom Thurston: 802-244-1912 
tthurston@wdsdvt.net 

SPRING HAS OFFICIALLY  
ARRIVED AT TBPS!  

Students performed the annual  
Maypole Dance with beauty & grace! 

Third & Fourth  
graders were  

excited to get their 
very own dictionary, 

thanks to the  
Rotary Club  

of Waterbury!!! 

ART + MATH + LIBRARY 
Last year our School Board provided funding for an 
additional day of math enrichment for our students. 
Every 4th grade student created beautiful fraction 
accordion books. This was a coordinated project be-
tween classroom teachers, Mary Abele-Austin (Math 
Coach), MK Monley (art), and Nancy Daigle (library). 
Students were incredibly proud of their books.  



Mark your calendars: The Mileage Club field trip 
to the Waterbury Reservoir for swimming and 
hiking will be on Monday, June 3rd (rain date 
6/10). Grades 1&2 will go 9:30-11:45 a.m., Kinder-
garten and grades 3&4 will be 12:00 noon-2:00 
p.m. Permission forms will be sent home next 
week. Families are invited and encouraged to 
come!!! This field trip is sponsored by the TBPS 
PTO and Concept 2. Hope to see you there.  

Carol Baitz & Nancy Robinson 

Mr. Costello's class spent two weeks working 
with visiting from NY City, filmmaker Katie Ba-
sile, learning how to write and film a docu-
mentary. They learned how to interview, cre-
ate interesting shots, and the difference be-
tween an A roll and a B roll.  During the week, 
they visited Rosina Wallace, George Woodard, 
and Marisa Mauro's farms. It was a wonderful 
and engaging experience for everyone! Thank 
you to the School Board and the PTO for help-
ing to fund this project.  Look for the world 
premier before the end of the school year.  

THE MUSIC MAN COMES TO CROSSETT BROOK MIDDLE SCHOOL! 

Waterbury’s Cub Scout Pack 711 is collecting American 
flags that are worn and need to be replaced or decommis-
sioned, for the American Legion Post 59. The Cub Scouts 
will join the Legion on Friday the 14th of June at Rusty 
Parker Memorial Park to respectfully rest these flags. TBPS 
is kindly allowing the pack to collect flags. There will be a 
collection box outside of the main office until Thursday, 
June 13th. Thank you!!! 



Grants Awarded to TBPS Kids for the Fleming Museum 
 
Thatcher Brook Primary School was a recent recipient of several grants supporting a field trip to the Fleming 
Museum in Burlington. All kindergarten through fourth grade students (350) had the opportunity to participate 
in this trip. 
 

We received a grant of $200 from the Vermont Arts Council and the National Endowment of the Arts. This 
grant was awarded through the Council’s Cultural Routes Program and it helped to support transportation costs 
for students from our school to attend several exhibits at the Fleming Museum, in Burlington. 
 

The Arts Council developed the Cultural Routes Program to help underwrite the cost of field trips to cultural 
events such as music, dance and theatre performances, or exhibits at art museums. The program addresses a 
growing need for arts-related field trips due to the pressure of dwindling budgets. Because the Arts Council is 
supported through our legislature, I asked our Representative, Tom Stevens, why it's important to support pro-
grams like this. His reply: “It is well-established that vibrant and healthy arts programming in schools helps to 
produce a well-rounded, advanced and textured education. The arts -- any art, really -- has the ability to pro-
duce that "a-ha!" moment when students, all of a sudden, put it all together and glance at the whole of life in 
a heartbeat. It is this moment that counts, and it is more likely to happen when we insist that arts remain 
strong in our schools.”  
 

Through the generosity of the Arts Council, our own PTO ($540.00), and the Fleming Museum (generous dis-
count on admission fees), we were able to introduce our students to a beautiful art museum for a better un-
derstanding of how the arts contribute to life and how arts have a relationship to time and place. The students 
were extremely excited about the Ancient Egyptian exhibit, especially seeing a real mummy and relics of An-
cient Egypt. This tied in nicely to the Ancient Egyptian Cultural Study Week we did this year with Teresa Davis. 
Students were also enthralled with the High Trash exhibition that explored the media of recycled materials as 
an art form. A bonus was paintings by Andy Warhol, The Athletes Series; along with the rest of the exhibits at 
the museum. 
 

An unexpected outcome of this trip will be a 
school-wide creation of a recycled/trash art 
piece. Keep an eye out for the new art be-
fore the end of the school year. A big 
THANKS to Monica Callan and the rest of the 
staff at the Fleming Museum, our funders, all 
of our chaperones, and all of the school staff 
who were able to attend. It made for a very 
successful learning experience. 
 

MK Monley, TBPS Art Teacher 
 
 
 


