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What will we study this year in science? 
Sixth grade science will be one of your favorite classes because of all the hands on activities 
we do in class. We begin the year by studying microorganisms (really tiny living things) and how 
they are both harmful and helpful to humans and our environment. Then we study the 
different moon phases and why we see the moon changing shape during a month time. The 
reason we have seasons comes next, followed quickly by understanding our solar system and the 
universe. We end the year (in December) learning about the properties of heat, light, and 
sound. 
 
Will we get textbooks for science? 
Each student will check out three science textbooks (Microorganisms, Plants, and Fungi; 
Astronomy; Sound and Light) that will be kept at home. We have classroom sets of all of the 
textbooks so that students do not need to be carrying any textbooks with them. Even though 
you will have these books at home, you will rarely use them except for preparing for tests. The 
cost of our science textbooks, if you loose them is $11.00 each, so be very careful. You will turn 
in these textbooks in December when your science class is finished.  
 
Assignments and Grading 
Our school policy is to weigh our grades-assignments and homework is worth 30% of your grade 
while tests and quizzes are worth 70%. This means that even though there will be many more 
assignments than tests/quizzes, the tests/quizzes will be worth many more points and can either 
hurt or helps your grade a lot! Don’t worry though, you can always retake any test or quiz if you 
do poorly on it.  
 
In science we don’t give very much homework, however there are a few major projects that 
must be completed at home and will be worth a large portion of the final grade.  
 
What supplies do I need for science class? 
Most supplies will be provided to the students by the teacher, however there are a few 
specifics items that need to be brought to school and left in the science classroom: a 
composition notebook, 1-2 glue sticks, and a small package of paper. It is a good idea to have 
color markers or pencils in the backpack. The science teachers also sell mechanical pencils for 
25 cents, but will not loan them out since they never get them back.  
 
What if I have a problem? 
Ms. Shaw is always available by email (jshaw@tis.washk12.org) and will respond as soon as she 
can when she gets one. She can also be contacted by phone during school hours at 688-2238 ext. 
1806. Please do not hesitate to ask her anything at all! 
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