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Reading Standards for Informational Text for Grades 4 and 5 -  what is new/different compared to current curriculum or instruction.   

4th grade:  

New standards: 

5. Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text 
or part of a text  (Books in the libraries Nonfiction Matters and  Strategies that Work are good resources for ideas.).   

6. Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; describe the differences in focus and the information 
provided.  (Note: Marzano’s Strategies That Work "compare and contrast" is one of the strategies.) 

7.  Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive 
elements on web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears  (Note: Teachers Domain or 
Thinkfinity for interactive elements on Web pages.  Tools to create interactive or web pages: Glogster, Google docs and forms, VoiceThread, Timetoast  see also: 
http://web20technology.wikispaces.com/ or http://tiny.cc/webwiki) 

9. Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
(Note: @yourlibrary -  2 texts on the same topic.) 
 
10. By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4–5 
text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
(Note: scaffolding  - providing additional resources for students using audio books, online resources, texts at lower reading levels, Kurzweil, etc.  Natural Reader - request 
installation on school computers through Help Desk http://www.naturalreaders.com/download.htm See also http://www.walthampublicschools.org/toolat.cfm) 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text for Grades 4 and 5 -  what is new/different compared to current curriculum or instruction.   

5th grade:  

1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. (Books in 
the libraries Nonfiction Matters and  Strategies that Work are good resources for ideas.).   

5. Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text 
or part of a text. 

6. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences in the point of view they represent. (Note: 
Marzano’s Strategies That Work "compare and contrast" is one of the strategies.) 

7. Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a 
problem efficiently.  (Note: Digital sources we have subscriptions to : Grolier, Culture Grams, InfoBits 
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http://go-elem.grolier.com/ 

or  

http://tiny.cc/grolier 

http://online.culturegrams.com/kids/index.php 

or 

 http://tiny.cc/cgkids 
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http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/KidsInfoBits?locID=mlin_
m_walthamel&finalAuth=true 

or 

http://tiny.cc/infobits 

http://www.worldbookonline.com/eeh/home 

or 

http://tiny.cc/wbsp 
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8.  Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which 
point(s).  (Note: This would tie in nicely to teaching students how to create citations--and especially in discussing what to cite.) 

From the schools: 
• Reading standards are much more rigorous.  
• Need to use more digital resources (#7) 
• Research skills are built into the new reading standards. 
• New standards require the use of much more technology. 
• Skills are in every content area 
• More comprehensive while skills are being integrated 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/home 

or 

http://tiny.cc/wbkids 
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Writing Standards for Grades 4 and 5 -  what is new/different compared to current curriculum or instruction.  

4th grade:  

1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information. 

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support the 
writer’s purpose. 

b. Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details. 

c. Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition). 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 
Notes:  

• Writing opinion and information explanatory texts is new 
• Resemble John collns wirting program 
• In past we taught persuasive essay howvere we have only focused on personal narratives in the past several years. 

 
2. a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
MA3A. Write stories, poems, and scripts that draw on characteristics of tall tales or myths, or of modern genres such as mysteries, fantasies, and 
historical fiction. 
 
6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. 
Note:  Type to Learn 4 (web-based)  - in the classroom, 10 minutes when they begin in the lab and at home http://www.walthampublicschools.org/ttl.cfm or http://tiny.cc/ttl4 
 
7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 
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8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize 
information, and provide a list of sources. 

 
Writing Standards for Grades 4 and 5 -  what is new/different compared to current curriculum or instruction.  

5th grade:  

2a.  “use multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension” 

6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting.  Note: Teacher 
comment: Cursive writing is becoming unnecessary. 

7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 
 
8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase 
information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources.   
 

9.  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Note: There is an increasing demand on content and sources. There are 3 kinds of writing across all grade levels. 

 

 

 



Curriculum Framework 
for 

English Language Arts and Literacy 
Incorporating the Common Core State Standards 

for English Language Arts and 
Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 

"Research and media skills and understandings are embedded throughout the standards rather than treated in a separate section. " 

8 

 

Speaking and Listening Standards for Grades 4 and 5 - what is new/different compared to current curriculum or instruction. 

4th grade:  

1.  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and 
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
Some ideas for implementation: (one-on-one)  Instruction for All Students - pages 89-92 or Why Didn’t I Learn This in College? - pages 245-247 :  instructional strategies such as clock buddies 
a.  Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known 
about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

b.  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 

c.  Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that contribute to the discussion and 
link to the remarks of others. 
Some ideas for implementation: Use Voicethread (a Web 2.0 tool that can be used to ask questions and comment on their students’ comments) 

d.          Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 

2.          Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 
Some ideas for implementation:  Read informational text (e.g., library database or nonfiction library book, then listen to/view digital content  on same topic; Glogster - an online poster tool 

5.          Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes. .  
Presentatiuon Tools: Glogster,  VoiceThread,  see also: http://web20technology.wikispaces.com/ or http://tiny.cc/webwiki) 
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Speaking and Listening Standards for Grades 4 and 5 - what is new/different compared to current curriculum or instruction. 

5th grade:  

1.  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics 
and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

a.  Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known 
about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

b.  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 

c.  Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the remarks of others. 
Some ideas for implementation: Use Voicethread (a Web 2.0 tool that can be used to ask questions and comment on their students’ comments) 
 
d.          Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and knowledge gained from the discussions. 

2.          Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
Some ideas for implementation: 

● Read informational text (e.g., library database or nonfiction library book, then listen to/view digital content  on same topic 
● Glogster - an online poster tool 

 
5.          Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to enhance the 
development of main ideas or themes. 
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Reading Standards for Literature 

 
5. Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and 
drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text. 

Note: Drama aspect is new 
6. Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person 
narrations. 

Note: Compare and contrast is new 
7. Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of the text, identifying where each version reflects 
specific descriptions and directions in the text. 
 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
 
5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound and visual displays) in presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of 
main ideas or themes. 

 


