
Education in Vickery Place 
This month’s general meeting on February 13th 
will highlight the principals of the schools in our 
neighborhood’s DISD feeder pattern. A big “Thank You!” 
to Velouette Zavadil for arranging this. We are happy to 
welcome the principals of Robert E. Lee, J.L. Long and 
Woodrow Wilson.

Ali Saiyed became Principal at Robert E. Lee 
Elementary in January 2013. Prior to taking the helm 
at Lee, he participated in an administrative internship 
at J.L. Long Middle school and taught as a Lead Science 
Teacher at Thomas J. Rusk Middle School in DISD. 

Ali grew up in Leicester England, where he earned a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Construction Technology 
and Management from De Montfort University. He 
moved to the United States in 2001 and worked 
initially in the construction field as a Project Manager. 
He recently completed his Master’s in Educational 
Leadership with Urban School Specialization at SMU’s 
Simmons School of Education & Human Development.  

Principal of J.L. Long Middle School, Danielle 
Petters has led the school to be the first International 
Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme World School 
candidate in DISD. She has experience at all levels of 
the K-12 continuum.

Working her way through school as a fashion model, 
while earning her BA in English from SMU. She 
earned her ESL teaching certification through DISD’s 

Alternative Certification program. After teaching for 
seven years, she earned her Masters of Education in 
Educational Administration through Dallas ISD’s Fast 
Track leadership development collaboration with the 
University of Texas. Danielle has mentored new and 
prospective principals and served on several district 
level advisory committees, including curriculum, 
technology and budget. 

Kyle Richardson has served as a DISD Principal for over 
15 years. In August 2011 he left Marsh Middle School 
to take over as the principal of Woodrow Wilson High 
School. His years at Marsh were highlighted by setting 
high academic standards and achieving TEA ratings 
of Recognized from 2009-2011. At Woodrow Kyle has 
continued the work initiated by former principal Ruth 
Vail to implement an International Baccalaureate 
program at WWHS and develop additional college and 
career preparatory pathways for non-IB students. 

Kyle expressed to the Lakewood Advocate in 2012 that 
his goal for Woodrow was to be “a school that’s wall-
to-wall academies” with each academy preparing every 
student to graduate from university. Woodrow was 
officially designated an IB World School in 2011. In 
2013 Woodrow had five ambitious students complete 
the requirements and receive an IB diploma. The first 
full IB class will graduate this year with 39 IB diploma 
candidates and 78 candidates for 2015. In 2013 Woodrow 
had 34 students become AP scholars and was named 
one of “America’s most challenging high schools” by the 
Washington Post.
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Next VPNA General Meeting 

The next VPNA General meeting will be 
at 7 pm, Thursday, February 13th
at Vickery Towers Dining Room

(5623 Belmont Avenue)



Also, this February we celebrate the 32nd birthday of 
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association! We will have 
cupcakes at the general meeting to celebrate. Happy 
Birthday, VPNA! 

Raising money-savvy kids
Talks by Morgan Stanley,  

Hosted By Vickery Towers Senior Living 
Wednesday, March 5th, 7:00pm  5619 Belmont Avenue

Raising Money Savvy Kids is designed for parents and 
grandparents, helps families prepare their children 
to carry wealth forward by providing perspectives on 
instilling children with sound financial values and 
teaching them how to manage wealth responsibly. For 
more information: 214-826-1113

Newsletter Help Needed!
We are looking for a volunteer to take over the duty of 
receiving the newsletter from the printer each month, 
counting/sorting the newsletters and delivering bundles 
to our volunteers who deliver them to each home. Please 
contact info@vpna.org if you could offer a couple hours 
per month to help the neighborhood in this way.

Thank you to our advertisers
Our newsletter continues to be a great way to connect 
neighbors and keep us informed about news and special 
events that impact Vickery Place. We are one of the 
few neighborhoods that continue to publish a monthly 
newsletter. It’s delivered to our 1200 households each 
month by volunteers. The newsletter would not be 
possible without the support of our long-term advertisers 
who have all renewed with us for another year: 
• Castro’s Tree Service, advertiser since 2006
• CB Construction & Home Renovations, advertiser 

since 2007
• Ken Lampton mStreets Realty, advertiser since 

2000
• North Haven Gardens, advertiser since 2006
• UR Lawn Care, advertiser since 2008

Welcome to our new advertiser and Vickery Place 
resident Ashley Quigley who markets age-defying 
treatment, NeriumAD.  - Debbie Simurda

SURVEY RESULTS
For those of you at last month’s meeting you know 
that a survey was taken to determine what priorities/
goals we should have as a neighborhood. The top two 
were sidewalk repair and street lightling. This makes 
excellent sense knowing that number three was the 
annual Wine Walk. Who wants to walk on these 
sidewalks in the dark? ...with wine?  
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The VPNA board is actively researching grants and 
mathcing fund programs from the City to determine 
what we can do to repair some of the worst sidewalks.  

Street lights are a longer term project as a standard city 
street light cost about $10K to install. (For a quick fix to 
street lighting check the neighborhood tip article.) 

As for the Wine Walk, it’s on the calendar! If you have 
a large porch or yard and would like to be a stop on the 
wine walk please email info@vpna.org. 

Full survey results available at http://www.vickeryplace.
com/articles. - Allan Cano

THERE IS A LIGHT THAT NEVER GOES OUT
This years’ neighbor survey indicates that sidewalk 
lighting is problem. However, at nearly $10K to put 
in a city street light we need a more cost-effictive and 
immediate solution to light our way and increase the 
security of homes—porch lights. Unfortunately, porch 
lights tend to have switches and are left on all day, or 
not turned on in the first place.  

There’s a simple solution and all it costs is about $10 
and a trip to Home Depot—photo sensors. When buying 
a photo sensor pay attention to the bulb—CFL, LED, 
Incandecent—and the size of your light fixture.

CFLs—one of the complaints from people who’ve used 
photo sensors in the past is when changed to a CFL 
bulb, the light started flickering. If left on, the CLF 
bulb burned out. While true of older sensors, the newest 
sensors are designed to work with CFL. The sensor’s 
packing indicates with and image of a CLF spiral bulb 
or verbage that CFLs are supported. If it does NOT 
indicate that CFLs are supported then this is an older 
model and it will not work for CFLs.

LEDs—LED bulbs will work in the old sensors; however, 
they behave as if on a dimmer. Often, this is referred to 
as leakage. Few sensors say LEDs supported; however, 
if it works with CFLs, then LEDs will work fine, too.

Indcandecent—any of these sensors will work with a 
classic incandecent bulb, but you pay for the additional 
electricity wasted.

Sizing—fitting a sensor and a bulb into smaller light 
fixtures is sometimes difficult. Look for half-height 
CLFs. Slightly more expensive ones can produce a lot of 
light at nearly half the height of cheaper models. Also, 
some LED bulbs come in a much smaller shape. Or, 
try a smaller sensor. They cost a little more; however, 
you can often use a standard size bulb with the smaller 
sensor and still fit into your light fixture. - Allan Cano

“GREEN”VILLE AVENUE ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
BLOCK PARTY

Saturday, March 15, 2014 is the date for this year’s 
annual Greenville Avenue St. Patrick’s Day celebration, 
with a parade in the morning on Upper Greenville 
followed by a street party on Lower Greenville between 
Vanderbilt and Vickery, sponsored by the Greenville 
Avenue Merchants’ Association. 

This popular block party attracts thousands to the 
street party and tens of thousands to private parties 
in the surrounding neighborhoods. Blocks closest to 
the party zone are closed to through traffic and the 
City designates “no parking” areas with signs placed 
generally on the north side of streets in Vickery Place. 

Due to the increased traffic and congestion, plan your 
day’s activities accordingly. Police officers and code 
enforcement will be on duty, along with tow trucks 
staged for parking violations. 

Neighbors in the 5600 block of Vickery & Goodwin may 
need to escort guests past the road blocks. Police will 
only allow guests past the blocks if parking is available. 

Maps of the affected area and other pertinent information 
will be distributed with your March newsletter, as well 
as posted on the VickeryPlace.org web-site and the 
Vickery Place Facebook page.



FEBRUARY Yard of the Month
5605 Vickery is a star! The grand old Prairie 
house has been seen in a Chase commercial 
and TV episodes. Built in 1911 as the first 
house in Vickery Place, it has been home to 
Bill and Alison Silliman since 2006. They 
live there with their two daughters, three 
rescue Dachshunds and a colony of ladybugs 
that dwell within the walls. 

Ask a Silliman to name a favorite part of 
the house and the unanimous response is 
the front porch. In summer, ferns hang from 
the eaves and are maintained for sometimes 
well into December by an intricate irrigation 
system that runs almost invisibly across the 
porch and into each hanging basket and 
decorative pot.

In winter, pansies are planted in borders 
and pots. Along with well placed daisies 
and ornamental grasses, they bring color 
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and texture to the yard. Pansies are a winter favorite for 
southern gardeners. Best planted six weeks before the 
first frost, they will thrive in enriched soil with hearty 
applications of fertilizer every two weeks. These monkey 
faces, as they are sometimes called, love to be picked.

Bill hails from Indiana, and perhaps it is his Midwestern 
fortitude that saw him after a recent frost fighting to save 
the live oak tree in his greenway. The ice had cemented 
the limbs to the street where they were bent and frozen. 
Applying water and hours of time, Bill was able to unstick 
the tree and save it. That alone warrants a prize!

Congratulations Alison and Bill. As with every Yard of 
the Month Award, North Haven Gardens is donating a 
$50 gift card to the winning homeowners.

-Beautification Committee: Mary Kay Henley & Debbie 
Simurda


