
SHARING YOUR PASSION FOR MUSIC 

2007 MIDWEST CLINIC 
For the first time In its 61-year 

history, The Midwest Clinic cen

tered around a theme: Mentoring in 

Music Education. 

"Strong mentorship is critical in 

preparing teachers for their careers 

in music education ," said the 

Midwest Clinic board of directors in 

the organization's fall newsletter. 

Mentoring has been a vital com

ponent of the VanderCook experi

ence since the school's founding 

in 1909. VanderCook's faculty has 

shaped the I ives of thousands of 

students who have gone on to teach 

in classrooms across the country 

and around the world . 

In the spirit of the theme, Stacey Larson , assistant director of bands , 

passed the baton to her high school band director and mentor, Kenneth 

Snoeck, who guest conducted a piece written for his retirement cer

emony from Lake Park High School in Roselle , III. 

A highlight of the concert was the c larinet solo performed by Lynn 

Musco, conducted by her father, Dr. Lewis Schmidt , an alumnus and 

vice-chairman of VanderCook 's board of trustees. Musco paid tribute to 

h is role as a father, cond uctor, teacher, and mentor. 

" It is with great pride , but also humility, that I share the stage this year 

at the 2007 Midwest Clinic with my father, " said Musco. " Dad , thank 

you , and I love you. " 

continued on page 6. 

above: M ike Puckett, Pat Benson, Amy 

Vogt, Mike Gutierrez, Morgan Yeates, 

Jonathon Wharton, Jaime Ocampo, 

Dr. Charles T. Menghini, and Jessica 

Musgrave on the set of ABC-7 News 

T his Morning to promote the Midwest 

C lin ic and VanderCook Symphonic 

Band concert 
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PASSIONATE PEOPLE MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE 

Dear Alumni and Friends: 

Welcome to the Spring 2008 edition of the VanGuard. We at VanderCook 

College of Music are delighted to share some good news about our 

students, programs, and alumni. Of course, it would be impossible to 

report everyth i ng that is goi ng on, but I si ncerely hope you wi II take a few 

minutes to read about VanderCook College of Music. 

In December, the Symphonic Band performed its sixty-first annual 

concert at the Midwest CI i n ic. Th is year's Midwest was ded icated to 

mentorsh i p and featured another stellar array of guest conductors 

and artists. 

As you know, the concept of mentorship is nothing new to VanderCook. 

After all, this is a college that prepares mentors: music teachers. Every 

day, we are worki ng to prepare the next great generation of music 

mentors, and every day our alumni are working with thousands of 

students in their roles as professional music mentors. 

In this edition, you will read about a special alumna, Cindy Swan-

Eagan (M.M.Ed. 1987), recipient of the VanderCook College of Music 

Distinguished Service Alumni Award. You will also read about the 

tremendous influence she had on one of her students, Brandi Ogan, who 

is now a student at VanderCook. 

You will also read wonderful comments from alumni about their 

memorable VanderCook mentors and learn about Vincent Jackson 

(M.M.Ed. 1996), who was transformed from a mentor in the music 

room to a mentor for the National Guard's 80th Training Division 

deployed in Iraq. 

In this issue, we thank and salute those of you who have supported our 

efforts through your gifts to the annual Share Your Passion campaign, 

which directly supports our students in their pursuit of a VanderCook 

education. We also feature Ohio alumnus Steve Gilmore (M.M.Ed. 1996) 

and his wife Marliyn Kuchta, who take advantage of a corporate match to 

double their gift to the college. 

Your support means a great deal in our day-to-day mission to be great 

mentors to the next generation of music teachers. Thank you very much! 

Sincerely, 

Charles T. Menghini, D.M.A. 

President 
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UNDERGRADUATE NEWS 
SPRING STUDENT TEACHERS 

The following undergraduate stu-
dents will be completing their stu-

dent teaching this semester. More 
coverage of their experiences will 
be in the summer edition of the 
VanGuard. Alumni should welcome 
any of these new student teachers 
to thei r districts and schools. 

Andrew Alton - Summit Hill 
Jr. High and Lincoln-Way East 
High School 

Patrick Benson - Franklin Middle 
School and Batavia High School 

Elizabeth Berliant - Nichols 
Middle School and Waukegan 

High School 

Julieanna Charron - Queen of 
All Saints and Argo High School 

Rachel Ciesliga - Prairie Jr. High 
and Bremen High School 

Andrew Creagh - Humphrey 

M idd Ie School and Seneca 
High School 

Alison Kenady - Sutherland 
Elementary and Juarez Comm. 

Academy 

Josephine Layug - Walker 
Elementary and Lake Park 
High School 

Puja Modi - Eisenhower Jr. High 
and Maine East High School 

Kreg Moorhouse - Sundling Jr. 
High and Palatine High School 

Zach Myers - St. Francis Xavier 
School and Nazareth Academy 

Michael Nelson - Cooper 
Middle School and Buffalo 
Grove High School 

John Olsen - Blackhawk Middle 
School and Oak Lawn High School 

Michael Puckett - Colin Powell 
M idd Ie School and Richards High 
School 

Stefanie Realy - Bednarcik Jr. 
High and Oswego High School 

Sean Reidy - Lincoln Middle 
School and Mather High School 

Katie Reis - Prairie Hill School 

and Cary-Grove High School 

Mark Rinkenberger - Benjamin 
Franklin M.S. and Valparaiso 
High School 

Karen Schuster - Mary Morgan 
Elementary and Byron High School 

Renee Serritella - Rhodes 
Elementary and East Leyden 
High School 

Amy Vogt - Mead Jr. High 
and Lake Park High School 

Rebecca Wright - Yorkville Middle 
School and Yorkville High School 

ENSEMBLES PRESENT ILLINOIS 
MUSIC EDUCATOR ASSOCIATION 
READING SESSIONS 

On February 1, VanderCook stu-
dents attended the annual Illinois 
Music Educators Association con-

ference in Peoria. 

The Symphonic Band presented a 
new music reading session under 

the direction of Dr. Charles T. 
Menghini, president, and Stacey 
Larson, assistant director of bands. 
Racheli Galay-Altman, orchestra 

director, led the Philharmonic 
Orchestra new music reading ses-
sian with the assistance of guest 
conductor Ray Ostwald. 

left: The VanderCook Philharmonic 

Orchestra with guest conductor 

Ray Ostwald. above: Linda Kummer, 

VanderCook students, and Randy 

Kummer, IMEA executive director 



M US I CALIITY 
Illinois Institute of Technology Students at VanderCook 

SOPHOMORE TWINS CHOSE 
TO ATTEND liT FOR THE MUSIC 
LESSONS AT VANDERCOOK 

After high school, Beth and Lisa 

Nielsen were looking for a univer

sity where they could study engi

neering without giving up music. 

"When we were picking schools, 

we wanted to continue playing 

piano and French horn," said Lisa. 

Since Beth planned to be an 

architectural engineer and Lisa 

wanted to study civil engineering, 

the III i nois I nstitute of Technology 

(liT) was a perfect fit. The arrange

ment between liT and VanderCook 

allowes the twin sisters to take 

applied piano and French horn les

sons every Friday afternoon. 

Though their class schedules don't 

allow them to participate regularly 

in the Symphonic Band, they have 

been able to perform part-time 

during the spring semester - Beth 

with the Brass Ensemble and Lisa 

with the Philharmonic Orchestra. 

Both N ielsens performed in the liT 

Recital on December 9 and were 

glad to see their VanderCook class

mates in the audience. 

"It's so n ice that a lot of the kids 

here came," said Lisa. 

The experience has made them 

more aware of VanderCook's pres

ence at events like the liT presi

dential inauguration and Toss I IT, 

the opening of the new campus 

frisbee golf course, said Beth. 

"The VanderCook students do a lot 

for liT." 

liT RECITAL 

Students from the III i nois Institute 

of Technology (liT) performed at 

VanderCook's semi-annual liT 

Recital on Sunday, December 

9, 2007. Students from the 

VanderCook chapter of the 

National Association for Music 

Education (MENC) organized and 

hosted the recital. 

"It is always a pleasure to share 

the love of music with our friends 

at liT," said Deannamarie Kurk, 

secretary of the M ENC student 

chapter. "The recitalists proved 

themselves and expressed their 

musicality and passion for music." 

Dr. Yu-Sui Hung accompanied 

the performers and played duets 

with some of her piano students. 

Fami Iy, friends, VanderCook fac

ulty, staff, and students came out 

to support the recitalists. 

The following liT students 

performed at the recital: 

Grant Austin, trumpet 

Carissa Christensen, voice 

Beth Nielsen, piano 

Lisa Nielsen, piano 

Chike Obichukwu, piano 

Hannah Rosenthal, voice 

Tim Tianyao, clarinet and piano 

COMING EVENTS AT VANDERCOOK 

Large Ensemble Concert 
Tuesday, March 18, 2008/ 

7:30 p.m. / Hermann Hall 

Audition and Visitation Day 
Monday, March 31, 2008 

Band and Choral Fest 
Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

A Night at the Pops Annual 
Benefit for the Great Teachers 
Scholarship 
April 11,2008/ Hermann Hall 

Band and Choral Fest 
Wednesday, April 16, 2008 

Ensemble Concert 
Thursday, Apr il 17,2008/ 

7:00 p.m. / Hermann Hall 

Junior Day 
Monday, April 21, 2008 

Student Conductor Concert 
Friday, Apri I 25, 2008/ 

7:00 p.m. / Hermann Hall 

Chamber Ensemble Concert 
Tuesday, Apr il 29, 2008/ 

7:30 p.m. / VCM 130 

Musical Theater Revue 
Friday, May 2, 2008/ 

7:30 p.m. / VCM 130 

Guitar Ensemble Concert 
Sunday, May 4, 2008/ 

2:00 p.m. / VCM 130 

Undergraduate Commencement 
Friday, May 9, 2008 

3rd Annual TrusTEE Open Golf 
Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Graduate Ensemble Concert 
Thursday, June 26, 2008/ 

7:00 p.m. / Hermann Hall 

Graduate Ensemble Concert 
Thursday, July 10, 2008/ 

7:00 p.m. / Hermann Hall 
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right: Lynn Musco, D r. Lewis A. Schmidt, 

Edward S . Lisk, Dr. Char les T. Menghini, 

Stacey L a rson , Kenneth Snoeck, 

Michael Pendowski, and t he 

VanderCook Symphonic B and. 

bottom right: Linnea L arson , Hannah 

L a rson , a nd Richard Crain. 

bottom left: Vand erCook b lue vests. 

MIDWEST CLINIC 2007 
"Working and performing at 
Midwest is an unforgettable 
part of my college 
experience. " 

- Stef a nie Realy, senior 

continued from page 1 

Later, Richard Crain joined the ensemble on stage to narrate the Newell 

H. Long arrangement of 'Twas the Night Before Christmas. 

" For me, this is a great honor and privilege," said Crain. " I feel like a 

pair of Texas cowboy boots on a tuxedo ." 

VanderCook students once again served as the blue vests, assisting with 

set-up, breakdown, assembly and inventory of instruments, and the over

all coordination of the event. They were a crucial part of the event and 

their work introduced them to people and skills they will use throughout 

their careers. 

"There are no words to describe the Midwest experience. " said Jose 

Vi Ilegas, a sophomore percussion major. "It is an honor to share the stage 

with amazing performers that simply love music ." 

Prior to Midwest this year, eight VanderCook students appeared on 

Chicago's ABC-7 morning show. The group performed , and Dr. Menghini 

and Kelly Jocius, executive director of the Midwest Clinic , spoke on ai r 

about Midwest and VanderCook. 

The experience of VanderCook has echoed across generations of teach

ers who share a passion for music. The college invited alumn i to subm it 

test imonials about VanderCook mentors past and present for inc lusion 

in the program for the Symphonic Band 's annual Midwest con cert. The 

inspirational replies they submitted can be found on pages 8-9 . 



Midwest Clinic 

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNA CINDY EAGAN 

Carol Nendza, outgoing alumni board president, presented Cindy Swan
Eagan (M.M.Ed. 1987) with the Distinguished Alumni Service Award 
at the annual alumni reception following the 2007 Midwest Clinic 

Symphonic Band concert. 

Swan-Eagan has been teaching band at Manistee High School, in 

Manistee, Michigan since 1982. One of her former students, Brandi 

Ogan, is currently a VanderCook sophomore bassoonist. 

Swan-Eagan received her bachelor of music education and performance 

degree from Western Michigan University and her master of music edu

cation from VanderCook. She is the president of the Michigan School 

Band and Orchestra Association and the immediate past president of the 

American School Band Director's Association (ASBDA) Michigan Chapter. 

Swan-Eagan was recently elected to serve as a member of the board of 

directors of the ASBDA Foundation , a national charitable foundation. She 

is an active adjudicator for solo, ensemble, band, and orchestra festivals 

at the district and state level, and is an active clinician, speaker, and 

guest conductor around the state. 

For two years, Swan-Eagan directed the West Central Concert Band at 

Ferris State University. In the summer, she is on the conducting staff 

of Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp and has been a guest speaker and teacher 

for Western Michigan University. Under her direction, the Manistee High 

School Symphonic Band has performed for numerous state and national 

conventions of music educators. 

She was chosen by her peers as Michigan's Band Teacher of the Year in 

2000. Swan-Eagan is also the wife of VanderCook trustee and alumni 

board secretary Michael Eagan. 

right: Cindy Swan-Eagan with 

Brandi Ogan 

FROM A STUDENT'S PERSPECTIVE 

"I played in Cindy Swan-Eagan's 

bands for six years. I tried to take 

in everything she said and did, 

from how she taught fifth graders 

their scales to how she man-

aged a high school band trip to 

how she ran a community band 

rehearsal. I have learned so much 

from her, not only about music, 

but also about life. Her 'results 

not excuses' attitude is one that I 

wi II take with me wherever I go. 

"She is the one who insp ired 

me to go into music education 

and encouraged me to go to 

VanderCook . Without her, I would 

not be where I am today. 

"I stop into see her every ti me I 

am home, and I learn something 

new from her each time. She is 

still my role model, and I hope 

that when I earn my degree I wi II 

be able to touch as many lives as 

she has through music." 

- Brandi Ogan, sophomore 
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MIDWEST 
MENTORS 
A Tribute to H. E. Nutt and the Legacy of Mentors at VanderCook 

The VanderCook Symphonic 

Band concert at the Midwest 

Clinic was dedicated to H.E. 

Nutt and all the mentors that 

have made VanderCook great 

over the years. Here are a few 

of the tributes that appeared 

in the concert program. 

from the top: Kevin Lepper with 

Jennifer Culler, Dr. Charles T. Menghini 

with Don Stinson. 

H.E. was so committed to teaching that it encompassed all aspects of 

his life. This passion for teaching is what he worked to instill in all of us, 

his students. His ability to analyze a problem and arrive at a solution, 

regardless of how inconsequential it seemed, was the foundation of our 

education. I see H.E. 's face and hear his voice every day while I'm teach

ing. He taught us everything he knew every day and encouraged us to do 

the same with our students. Praise was not part of the deal. The quiet 

smile on his face said "job well done." 

Ruth Rhodes, B.M.Ed. 1969 

Dean of Graduate Studies and Associate Professor of Music Education 

Although life and career steered me in directions I didn't expect, I have 

often reflected on my time with Victor Zajec and what he did for my 

sense of my self worth during my time at VanderCook. I was afraid of dis

appointing him. Letting down Mr. Zajec was something I could not deal 

with. He had this way of letting one know when he knew they weren't 

living up to their potential, and it made one work harder to fulfill his 

expectations the next time. 

Michael Boo, B.M.Ed. 1977 

I would like to thank Kevin Lepper for all his help and advice in so many 

areas. I appreciate his encouragement during my many frustrations in 

class and in lessons, and of course his obscure sense of humor, which 

for some reason I can relate to - Brave Combo rules! Also, I would like to 

thank Ruth Rhodes for helping me in so many ways, like answering reed 

questions on the phone, suggestioning the right instrument brands, com

ing to my school for a clinic, and meeting up for some coffee to catch up 

and offer advice on teaching. Thanks for being a friend and a mentor! 

Jen Culler, M.M.Ed. 2006 

To Vic Zajec, one of the biggest influences in shaping my life: thanks for 

helping me respect details. Your love for music and teaching is within 

me and I'm sure is inspiring many more generations to come. 

Jim Yarnell, M.M.Ed. 1985 



When I was an undergraduate 

(1988-1992), I had one class with 

Richard Brittain - Conducting I. 
What a profound impact his class 

had. Learning about the teaching 

points, half-truths, and conducting 

methods was tremendous . I sti II 

eyes . Roger Rocco, whose eyes 

light up as he tells of people he 

has shared musical experiences 

with and helped reach new heights 

of accomplishment , inspires me 

to share that love of music with 

my own students. There is Dr. 

refer to my notes from his class on Menghini, who wears his passion 

occasion to keep sharp, and I still 

learn something everyday. 

Guy McKinney, B.M.Ed. 1992 

Vic Zajec was my mentor for many 

years . He was a genius in so many 

areas. I n brass methods, he taught 

me what perfection was and that 

you don't settle for mistakes here 

for music and for music education 

on his sleeve with every motion of 

h is baton and every discussion he 

engages in. I have yet to meet a 

faculty member at VanderCook who 

has not made a positive impact on 

me and my teaching. 

Kim Coughlin, M.M.Ed. 2002 

and there in your notebook. I still Dr. Menghini was my professional 

use my notebook today in my 31st and personal role model dur-

year of teaching. As my conduc- ing my undergraduate years. His 

tor in concert band he expected 

and demanded my best, and 

he always got it. I didn 't go to 

rehearsals unprepared even though 

I was a grad uate student and had 

demands on my time . He always 

encouraged me and gave me confi

dence. My memory of Dr. Zajec will 

always be of my VanderCook days 

and his hard work in educating me 

and countless other band directors 

allover the world . 

Ray Barfield, M.M.Ed. 1979 

I cannot single out just one of the 

tremendous faculty members at 

VanderCook! There is the humor 

Kevin Lepper brings to the class

room, which has helped me face 

my percussionists at home with a 

new understanding of what makes 

them tick and the tools I need to 

help them succeed. There is the 

quiet sincerity of Kaye Clements, 

who presented an entirely new view 

of music history to me, a subject 

I despised before she opened my 

work ethic and view on life always 

inspired me. It is impossible for 

me to run a band rehearsal without 

thinking about his techniques and 

teachings. 

Don Stinson, B.M.Ed. 2007 

My first year in VanderCook 's 

graduate program involved some 

inspirational private lessons with 

Forrest Buchtel. He had stopped 

teaching the arranging classes that 

I had heard so much about (wiggle

wiggle , circle-circle when writing 

notes) , but I still was able to get 

the private lessons with him that 

summer. As I helped him up and 

down the stairs and to his seat , 

all the things that I had heard of 

'Frosty,' the great arranger, writer, 

and joke teller came to I ife before 

my eyes. When I pullout one of 

the solos or ensemble books writ

ten by Forrest Buchtel , I have so 

many fond memories and stories of 

the time I spent at VanderCook. 

Rudy Wilson, M.M.Ed. 1984 

from the top: H .E . N utt, D r. Richard 

B ritta in, and D r. V ictor Z ajek 
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College News 

GRADUATE STUDENT NEWS 
Though most of them are away recording secretary for the Greater with Myles Feltenberger for a class 

from the college in the fall and Chicago American Orff-Schulwerk on his Mr. Everybody series for 

winter semesters, VanderCook Association. teaching note reading. 

graduate students are still busy Paul Gilvary (Chicago, 111.) "Our school has adopted his cur-
playing and teaching music. Read riculum in almost every general 
on for the latest news about them. "I just won an Oppenheimer 

Teacher I ncentive Grant to buy music class. We all love it. Thank 

Fran Fatta (Vernon Hills, 111.) baritone ukeleles for my school." you to Ron Korbitz at VanderCook 

The Vernon Hills High School for introducing him to all of us. His 
Lisa Kennedy (Glendale, Ariz.) 

series has been such an asset to Symphony Orchestra , under the 
"After taking Julie Goldberg's direction of Frank Lestina and Fran us. My ki ndergarten students are 

guitar class in summer 2007, I reading music. How cool is that?" Fatta, will be performing at the 
started teaching guitar to all of my 

MENC conference in Milwaukee Anne Morey (Suttons Bay, Mich.) 
sixth, seventh, and eighth grade on Friday, April 11, 2008 at 9: 15 
students. We borrowed 33 guitars "On December 17, I recieved 

a.m. The program will include: 
from the schools in my district and the award for excellent potential 

Overture to Candide, "The from the American School Band 
Muldau;" Astor Piazzolla's Three have had all the students suc-

cessfully playing. Some students Directors Association . This award 
Pieces for Chamber Orchestra and 

elected to meet after school and was the first of its ki nd to be 
Piano; and Symphony No.4 (the 

play for our hoi iday concert in presented. It was/is an amazing 
Finale) by Tchaikovsky. 

December and the spring concert honor." 

Regina Gibbons (LaGrange, 111.) in March. It has truly touched my Dominic Thompson 
I n the 2007 -2008 school year students lives. I will continue to (Evansville, Ind.) 

Gibbons was nominated for the teach gu itar each year. "My wife Erin and I just had our 
Heart of the School Award and "This fall (2007), our music teach- first baby! Anna Mari Thompson 
the Golden Apple Award. She ers had the opportu n ity to meet was born on January 24th, 2008." 
is also currently serving as the 

FACULTY AND STAFF NEWS 
DR. RACHELI GALAY-ALTMAN, 
ORCHESTRA DIRECTOR AND 
PROFESSOR OF APPLIED CELLO 

Dr. Racheli Galay-Altman will head 

to the Ukraine in May 2008 to per

form at the Drohobich Festival and 

in a chamber concert at the L'viv 

Philharmonic Hall . Galay-Altman 

wi II also present at the College 

Music Society's "Two Greats" 

super-regional conference in March 

2008. 

DR. I-HSUAN TSAI, PROFESSOR OF 
APPLIED PIANO AND BASSOON 

Dr. I-Hsuan Tsai enjoyed a pro

ductive start in 2008. She per

formed and gave masterclasses at 

Oficina Music Festival in Brazil, 

an annual re-engagement, before 

the semester started. I n February, 

she performed a collaborative 

recital as part of the Stradivarius 

Society Series. In March , she will 

appear as a concert soloist playing 

Beethoven's Emperor concerto with 

the Southern Illinois Symphony 

Orchestra. After the semester ends, 

Tsai will head to Portugal and give 

concerts at the Faro International 

Music Festival. 
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Alumni News 

TEACHING IN THE 
ROUGHEST NEIGHBORHOOD 
Vincent Jackson (M.M.Ed. 1996) area known as the Sunni Triangle. 

was expecting to finish 2005 It had been converted from a 

teaching music at the Antilles Baathist Iraqi military base into a 

Schools in Puerto Rico. His 20- training facility for the new army. 

year commitment to the National The camp's previous senior military 

Guard was almost up, and he was training advisor had cracked under 

on track to make lieutenant colonel the pressure, suffered a nervous 

before retirement, a personal goal. breakdown, and been shipped 

home. On August 5, 2005, "I was teaching school one day 
Jackson arrived to take h is place. when I got the call. They said they 

had some good news and some 

bad news," Jackson said. 

First came the bad news: he was 

going to Iraq. The "good" news 

was that he would have to learn 

to work with a whole new unit, 

the 80th Training Division out of 

Virginia, before he left for the war. 

Jackson normally served with the 

65th Reserve Support Command, 

a logistics support unit, though he The position was supposed to be 
also had training in combat arms. filled by a colonel, and Jackson 
It was this training and his skill as was still only a major - two ranks 
a teacher that he would need in too low - but his su periors felt that 
his new assignment. his experience as a teacher would 

Camp Taji, Arabic for "the crown," help him compensate for what he 

was just north of Baghdad, in the lacked in rank. 

Essentially, said Jackson, "at the 

Iraqi training academy, I was the 

principal." 

In some ways, the challenges were 

similar. Trainees worked on a vari-

ety of fundamental skills in basic 

training and prepared for their final 

exam, a live mission. 

In other ways, though, the prob-

lems were unique. Many of the 

trainers and trainees had fought on 

opposite sides of the first Gulf War, 

which made it hard to establish 

trust. Worse, there were rumours 

that some of the Iraq i instructors 

were selling weapons. At one point, 

Jackson stayed overn ight at the 

training facility instead of return-

ing to his quarters and caught 

some of the instructors taking 

weapons from storage and selling 

them to insurgents. 

Some of the challenges Jackson 

faced were purely cultural. 

"They have this attitude, inshallah, 

which means 'God willing,'" said 

Jackson. Trusting in faith, many 

left: Vincent Jackson with one of the 

first female Iraqi military lieutenants. 

opposite page: Jackson with American 

and Iraqi trainers at Camp Taji. 



of the Iraqi trainees intentionally 

avoided sighting their weapons , 

leaving a hit or miss to God's will . 

As a teacher, though , Jackson was 

also interested in imparting some 

deeper lessons. 

"We showed them that we have 

families. We're not the enemy," 

said Jackson. 

For instance, as his trainees got to 

know him, many found it hard to 

bel ieve that Jackson spent more 

time teaching music than soldier

ing, so he pulled out some lined 

paper and began to write out musi 

cal notation for them . 

Though he felt like he was maki ng 

progress, it was dangerous work. 

Jackson lost several American 

friends and was freq uently the tar

get of bu Ilets, mortars, and road

side explosives. Two of Jackson's 

eight I raqi translators were ki lied 

during his tour. One Iraqi translator 

was gunned down in front of his 

own family. 

" It was hell over there , man, I'll be 

honest, " Jackson said. "I've had 

some nightmares." 

I n spite of the violence he wit

nessed, Jackson kept a positive 

attitude about Iraq and it's people, 

and he took the opportunity to 

learn what he could about Iraqi 

cu Iture. 

"The Iraqis are a nice and decent 

people," he said. "One day I'd like 

to go back and visit as a civilian." 

After returning home, Jackson has 

dedicated himself to moving the 

translators he worked with in Iraq 

into safer positions. One is now 

teaching Arabic at Fort Benning 

in Georgia , and he hopes to have 

another out of the country soon . 

After departing Iraq on July 31, 

2006, Jackson was awarded the 

Joint Service Commendation 

Medal , the Iraqi Campaign Medal , 

and several other medals. 

Lt. Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, 

commanding general of the 

Multi-National Security Transition 

Command - Iraq, issued a state

ment that Jackson's mentorship 

at Camp Taji created a core Iraqi 

training staff who will now take 

the lead role in training future 

Iraqi army soldiers. During his year 

of leadership, the camp trained 

1,550 soldier and non-commis

sioned officers. 

Now that he 's back in Puerto Rico, 

Jackson has become the high 

school band director at Antilles 

Schools, though he hopes to go 

back to teaching younger students 

soon . He also chose to extend his 

term with the National Guard to 

complete his goal of becoming a 

lieutenant colonel. 
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Alumni News 

VANDERCOOK ALUMN I UPDATES 
James Murphy (M.M.Ed. 1952) "Of that 1955-56 jr. high band, I studied at VanderCook with all 

On Saturday, November 13, the Murphy declared it the best jr. high the great faculty: H.E., Dr. Brittain, 

Brownsvi lie I ndependent School band in Texas." Daniel P Tkach with whom I stud-

14 District in Texas dedicated the Borich went on to direct bands ied voice and vocal techniques. Dr. 

refurbished old Brownsville High in Archibold, Ohio where, after Forrest Buchtel gave a firm foun-

School band hall to the memory several years of district and dation in composition and arrang-
co ing. My choir sings my original 0 of VanGrad James R. Murphy. In state superiors, the band won 0 
N compositions from the technical ~ addition to offices for the directors at Columbus with a perfor-z 
ii: of the various fine arts programs, mance including Creston's dif- advantage points that I learned at 
Q.. 
(I) dear old VCM! I am happy to sup-0 the James R. Murphy Building ficult Zanoni, the centerpiece of 
0::: 
« 

houses a museum which relates Murphy's most outstanding band port VanderCook. I would be happy 
~ 
<..'J to receive an invitation to perform z the history of the bands wh ich win in Enid, Okla. in 1957. :;; 

rehearsed in the structure from for you. 
"I was later reunited with him 

1950 to the late 1960's. There [Murphy] for three years in Duluth, Orlando Moss, M.M.Ed. 1963 

are also listening areas to audit M N, where he served as Band Moss retired in 2004 after 41 
the recorded performances of the Director at the U of Minnesota, years in the Easton City Schools. 
Golden Eagle Band under the Duluth, after which I became Band He is the former Ohio Education 
directors who worked in the build- Director and Music Chair at Lake Association representative for 
ing during this period. Forest High School for the next Eaton, the former president and 

Murphy was nationally known for three decades, reti ri ng there in vice president of Eaton Classroom 

his truly fine bands, two of which 1990," wrote Borich. Teachers, and the past president of 

performed at the Midwest Clinic. Orlando Moss (M.M.Ed. 1963) Preble County Music Teachers. 

He also began the practice of hir-
I have been a choral director since Victor Doner (M.M .Ed. 1967) 

ing VanderCook graduates to fill his 

staff, a tradition which has been 
I graduated from VanderCook in H.E. Nutt and Dr. Brittain told all 

carried on to th is date. Over 20 
1963. The high years, 1963- band directors that, whether they 

VanGrads have worked or continue 
1989, were filled with building liked it or not, they needed vocal 

to work in the BISD band program. 
programs and receiving superior as well as instrumental training. 

ratings at music festivals. Sure enough, I needed the vocal 
George R. Borich (B.M.Ed. 1953) 

Presently, I serve as choral direc- and instrumental training in both 

Dr. George R. Borich saw the tor at Mississippi Valley State areas. I ended up with both vocal 

early days of the Brownsvi lie University in /tta Bena, Miss. and instrumental jobs for most of 

Independent School District band In 2004, my choir received the my teaching years. 

program, along with VanGrad Silver Cup Award in the highest They were absolutely right. 
Wayne Coleman (MMed1950). He category at the 15th Concorso 
wrote in to share some additional 

Sincerely, 
Internazionale Di Canto Cora Ie Victor Doner, MMEd 1967 

information about the history of Competition. The prestige of my 
the program. choir is widespread. We received John and Debra Sayers, 

"I was the first VCM undergraduate an award from the Mississippi (B.M.Ed. 1972) 

to serve there as the Cummings Legislature for representing Debra Sayers is currently teaching 

Jr. High band director and Jim Mississippi in and out of the state PK-8 classroom music, 4th-8th 

[MurphyJ's assistant director, and in foreign countries. grade band, and jr. high chorus in 

starting in 1953," Borich wrote. Bradford, III. Outside the class-

\" 
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Trustees at Midwest 

KNOLL RECEIVES MIDWEST 
MUSIC INDUSTRY AWARD 

This year's Midwest cl inic was a 
notable one for Herman Knoll , 
VanderCook alumnus, current 
member, and former chairman of 
the VanderCook Board of Trustees. 

On the first night of the clinic , Ray 

Cramer, president of the Midwest 

Clinic , presented Knoll with the 

Music Industry Award for his "out

stand ing support of music educa

tion through his work in the music 

industry. " 

Knoll joins a venerable group 

of past recipients that includes 

VanderCook trustees , faculty, and 

friends such as Glenn E. Holtz , 

Tim Lautzenheiser, and George 

Quinlan, Sr. 

Since 1979, Knoll has shaped 

the growth of the Hal Leonard 

Corporation, the largest music 

print publisher in the world . As 

sen ior vice president, Knoll over

sees the com pany's vast array of 

publications for band , orchestra , 

and choir. He has been influential 

in the development of Essential 

Elements, a widely respected and 

utilized teaching method that 

helps teachers build strong music 

foundations in their students. 

Knoll brought 12 years of teaching 

experience to Hal Leonard , hav

ing taught instrumental music in 

the Indiana public schools and at 

Indiana State University. He led 

the Greenwood High School Band 

to successfu I concert contests and 

led the marching band through 

championships in various competi

tions. 

Knoll continues to be an active 

part of the music world , serving on 

numerous music industry boards 

and provid i ng steadfast leadersh i p 

on VanderCook 's Board of Trustees. 

In 1994, he was the proud reci pi 

ent of VanderCook 's Dist inguished 

Alumni Award . Congratulations to 

Herman Knoll from the VanderCook 

family. 

left: Ray Cramer p resents H erman Knoll 

w ith the Midwest Music Industry Award . 



room, she directs an adult church George Hattendorf of the Honors Festival Orchestra 

choir and participates in a com- (M.M.Ed. 1980) for Milwaukee Public Schools' 

munity chorus and band. John Dawn Hattendorf, wife of George 42nd Biennial Music Festival, 

Sayers is a very active part of the Hattendorf, passed away on which will be held on May 7-8, 15 
registration desk at the Midwest December 8, 2007. She received 2008. So I have been even more 

Clinic. The rest of the year he is her bachelor's degree in elemen- busy then normal (what is normal 

the director of the Kewanee Public tary education from Purdue anyway!?). :;;; 
z 

Library, director of the church bell G') 

University Calumet in Hammond , I think of you often, and continue c » 
choir, and a member of the church Ind. A funeral mass was held at to advocate for my fellow teach-

;0 

0 

choir, community choir, and band. ers to take advantage of your fine 
en 

St. Thomas More Catholic Church "tI 
::!! 

Robin R. Engl (M.M.Ed.1981) in Glendale, Ariz. on December program. z 
'" N 

Youth Music of the World is an 14. Memorial services were held As you know, the National MENC 
0 
0 
00 

absolutely great organization with at the St. Teresa of Avi la Cathol ic Convention will be held here in 

which to work. Please feel free to Student Center in Valparaiso, Ind . Milwaukee next April. I know a 

recommend them to any direc- on January 5. Donations will be large number of teachers from the 

tor interested in overseas perfor- accepted for the Bi - Sci South Midwest will attend. Any chance of 

mances. They work at the behest Memorial Fund, care of: Sue a VanderCook reception then? 

of the governments that engage Peterson , Bi-Centennial School , 
Please find enclosed a contribu-

their services. Youth Music cur- 7240 W. Colter, Glendale, AZ 
tion for the Share Your Passion 

rently produces events in England, 85303 
campaign. I hope all of you have 

Scotland, France, Italy, and Spain. Karensue Oldenburg a peaceful holiday, and a musical 
Their toll-free number is 800- (M.M.Ed. 1996) new year! 
934-8090. Powell Johann and Bill Dear Charlie and "VanderWorld, " 
Northen are the North American Karensue Oldenburg, M. M. Ed. 

Representatives. I feel really bad about not mak- 1996 

Gary Kuechenberg, (B.M.Ed 1987) 
ing it to Midwest, the VanderCook Kyle Weirich, (M.M.Ed 1997) 
concert, and the annual alumni 

My family moved to Knox, Ind. two reception. 
I 've changed jobs to teaching 

years ago. This is my 14th year orchestra at Elkhart Central High 

at Knox Community Elementary 
My school - Samuel Morse Middle School. This is my second year. 
School for the Gifted and Talented, 

School. I was the band director a Milwaukee Public Schools 
Keith Levin (M.M.Ed. 2006) 

at North Judson High School for specialty (magnet) program - has Took our band and choir on a ten-
my first seven years of teaching. applied to become a gifted and tal- day concert tour of Italy. Performed 
Therefore, this is my 21 st year of ented 6-12 program. We would be in Lake Garda, Cascina (with our 
teaching, and I still love it! the only gifted and talented high community band), and Rome (in 

My wife and I have four children. school in the state of Wisconsin . the square outside the Pantheon). 

We are currently in the process As head of the music department, Keith Levin, M. M. Ed 2003 
of adopting a girl from China. I as well as being one of the teacher Wendy Stainbrook (M.M.Ed. 2006) 
received my masters degree from union reps for our school, I had to 
Valparaiso, Ind. in 1998. attend the school board hearing on 

Achieved National Board 

December 20th. 
Certification in November 2007. 

I also have been named conductor 
Wendy Stainbrook, M.M.Ed. 2006 
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Alumni News 

VANDERCOOK ALUMNI UPDATES, CONT. 
Sean Oesguin (M.M.Ed. 2006) ment, writing/establishing cur- To give a little run down of 

After five years of teaching middle riculums, etc). To add to this, my what I have to work with, I have 

school and high school band in district has just brought back the three bands and two music sur-

the Quaker Valley School District, I arts after being cut for a few years. vey courses during the day. Pit 

am now teaching elementary band So along with a new school, I'm Orchestra, Jazz, and Marching 

in the Hampton Township School helping to reestablish fine arts dis- Bands are extra-curricular seasonal 

District. In addition to my work trict-wide. I have also found myself activities that I also run. I got 

with fourth and fifth graders, I am needing to teach some choirs and approved to teach AP Music Theory 

also assisting the middle and high a drama class. I know, whole- next year in addition to these 

heartedly, that if it weren't for a courses. It is a lot of fun having school bands and directing the 

High School Percussion Ensemble. VanderCook education, I would such a large program all to myself 

have most certainly drowned this but it gets a little lonely some-
Sean Desguin, M.M.Ed. 2006 past year (covering for Katie Berry times. Again, any help I can be to 

Megan (Pionke) Ames in Glen Ellyn and Park Campus). VanderCook in the future please let 
(8.M.Ed. 2006) Corey Ames (8.M.Ed. 2007) me know. 

Just a little update: I am cur- Loyola is definitely a unique Musically, 

rently at Park Campus School in school, and has given me a lot of Corey M. Ames, 

Round Lake (a Grayslake CCSD 46 new perspectives on music edu- director of bands, 

schoo!), one of the fastest growing cation and myself as a teacher. Loyola Academy 

communities in the Chicagoland Please send anyone my way who 
area. Park Campus is a brand new needs observation hours or wants 
K-8 school. Being in a new school, MAIL CALL: 

to help with a high school band, 
establishing a band program, I choir, or orchestra program. My Whether you want to share joys, 

have found myself in many situa- colleagues would love to have memories or suggestions, we'd 

tions that I often thought I would some help. Mariah Madson and 
love to hear from you. Send let-

never find myself in as a young Phil Olazaba have been a great 
ters to: VanGuard Mail • 3140 S. 

teacher (purchasing all new equip- help on their visits thus far. 
Federal St. • Chicago, IL 60616 

VANDERCOOK NIGHT WITH THE BULLS 
VanderCook supports the art of athletes as well as musicians. 

On January 23rd friends, family, and alumni gathered for a night of 

fellowship and fun at Chicago's United Center. VanderCook arranged 

for discount tickets to the Bulls vs. the Indiana Pacers game and 

encouraged the VanderCook family to come out and enjoy the event. 

Both teams played a fast and furious game with the Bulls beating the 

Pacers 108-95. Over 50 people were there from VanderCook to cheer 

for the Bulls. Thanks to all who participated in a great night of 

VanderCook fun. 
above: Wanda Me ng hini , B o b Reich, 

C indy Tovar, A lum ni B oard p resident 

Darcy Nendza, and Clarmarie Keenan 



A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR DUES-PAYING ALUMNI: 
Thanks to all of our dues-paying alumni. 
Your annual membership dues help sup
port the Alumni Board in the many th ings 
it does for the college. 

William Alicea , Elza Allen , Marie Allen , 
David Alstadt , Don Ambler, Corey Ames, 
Megan Ames, Audrey Amsler, Jeffrey 
Armstrong, John Armstrong, Cathy 
Asher, Jay Asher, Daniel Atwood, Kelly 
Bakken , Terri Barclay, Ray Barfield , 
Mary Barker, li ndsey Bassett , Stuart 
Baumann , Carl Becker, John Becker, 
leo Bedard , Andrew Bell, Susan Bell , 
Frederick Bell Jr., Elizabeth Bellinger, 
Ken Bender, Gerald Berger, Dana Berry, 
Katrina Berry, Ann Betz, Ronald Blakley, 
John Blank, Melissa Blankestyn, Carrie 
Bonanotte, Joey Bonanotte, Michael 
Boo, Ernest Boyd, Kenton Brace, Wesley 
Bradford , Doug Bradley, John Bradley, 
Steven Bradley, Michael Brehmer, Karen 
Brhel , Bonnie Brown , Hartley Brown , 
Denisse Brumbelow, Andy Burke, Marilyn 
Bykowski, Marla Caballero, William 
Calkins, Patrick Cantagallo, Kathryn 
Cargill, Richard Carlson, Juan Carvajal, 
Christy Case, leonard Chambers, Jason 
Chapman , Harry Charles, Melinda Chase, 
Michael Chiodo, Andrew Chybowski, 
Jennifer Clark, Rebecca Clark, Adell 
Claypool, Susan Clemons, Amber Clowes, 
Erika Coffer, Korey Coffer, Andrew Col 
lins, Gilbert Colunga, Kimberly Cook, 
Kim Coughlin , Michele Couzens, Charles 
Cox, Ted Craig, Jay Craven , Brandon 
Crawford , Jennifer Culler, Scott Curf
man , Charlene Curti s, Xavier Custodio, 
Rebecca Cutler, Timothy DeBoer, Cathy 
De l anoy, Carl Dephouse, James DePrizio, 
Sean Desguin, Patrick Dessent, Stacie 
Detgen, Joshua DeWitte, Terry DiLu
ciano, Chris Dimas, Patricia Doctor, 
Victor Doner, Phillip Donley, Constance 
Donnelly, Thomas Drake, Virginia Dugan , 
Madeline Dunsizer, John Durachta , 
Nicole Durkin, Ward Durrett , Cindy 
Eagan, Mike Eagan, Barbara Elling-
sen, Ann Engels, Robin Engl , Kimberly 
Ertman , Karen Evans Jurkowski , Leroy 
Eversgerd, Diane Falk, Mervyn Farrar, 
Brandon Faust, Floyd Folio Jr. , Lindsey 
Foote, Guy Foreman , Lowell Frantz, 
Peter Frasso, Albert Freedman , Chuck 
Freiberger, Brad Frendewey, Carla Gan
non, Mary Jo Gaskalla, Dennis Gibbons, 
Stephen Gilmore, Karen Glim , Bobby 
Godwin , Nancy Goodin , Betty Anne Got-

tlieb , Mark Grauer, Mary Gridean , Bruce 
Groll , Rachel Guethle, Paul Guilbeau , 
Lynne Gwin , Rebecca Haines, Timothy 
Hamand , Steven Hansen , Ty Hanson, 
William Harloff, Donald Harness, Ron 
Harrigan , Dennis Hayslett, Earl Heartt, 
Lisa Heemstra , l awrence Helstern , Pat
rick Henry, Delyle Henschel, Adam Hill, 
Elmer Hinkle, Robert Hoeflinger, Kurt 
Hoesly, Robert Hoffman, Gerald Hollen
beck, Laura Huber, Chris Hughes, Steve 
Humphrey, Christine Jacklin, Lynne Jack
son, Sara Jager, Charles Jahnke, John 
Janusek, Sean Jelinek, Henry Johnson, 
Hera ld Johnson, Amanda Jones, John 
Jones, Robert Kee ley, Jennifer Ketch
mark, Lisa Khali li, Kenneth Kleager, 
Jeffrey Kleinmaier, Ju lie Kleinmaier, Gary 
Kleptach, Jeffrey Kluball , Herman Knoll , 
Jessica Koch, Jennette KolI , Thomas 
Konieczny, Rona ld Korbitz, Krista Koske, 
Pau la Kowalkowski, Vanessa Kresl, 
David Krubsack , Marty Krusniak , Kristen 
Kudert, Walter Kuku lka, Jim Ku ll , Chri s
topher Kuzmanoff, Misty Kuzmanoff, 
Joyce Larson, Stacey Larson , Amy Lent
ing, Keith Levin , John Lillethun, Henry 
Vander Linde, Ed Litaker, Kate loeffler, 
Bejamin Logan , Rache l Loos, Li Lian 
Low, Andrea Luegge, Rache l Luhn, Glen 
Lunde, Mary Maatouk, Derek Machan, 
Michael Madonia, Joyce Magann, Barry 
Mahady, Sandra Malahy, Jeffrey Malecki, 
Debbie Marshall , John Marshall, Gregory 
Marston, Kenneth Marx, Carol Matschul
lat, Elise Matusek, Rick Maurer, Susan 
Mayberry-Nieusma, Michael Mayer, Larry 
Mayton , Mary McCauley, Julie McCord , 
Kathleen McGrady, Patricia McKinney, 
William McKinney II, Jodi McLawhorn, 
Laura Mensik, Wi ll iam Merriman, Marion 
Messino, Rebecca Mestemacher, Cindi 
Metzger, Timothy Mikolay, Krista Millard , 
Albert Miller, Donald Miller, Marybeth 
Miller, Wendy Miller, Dustin Molyneaux, 
Kristina Mondelli, John Mooter, Michelle 
Moss, Wilbert Moss, Pau la Mueller, 
Jeff Muraida, Herbert L. Murray, Brian 
Myers, Brya Myers, Ronald Nagle, Willie 
Naylor, Laurie Neeb, Rosemary Nelson, 
Carol Nendza, Darcy Nendza, Steven 
Nendza, Stephanie Neuman, Robert 
Newman, Darrel Nonhof, Don Noonan , 
Kelly Norton, Cynthia Nuel , Jennifer 
O'Malley, Karen Oldenburg, Beth Olsen , 
Eric Olson , Bradley Oyer, Gino Pacetti , 
Joyce Pacheco, Ronald Pacheco, Art 
Pahr, Amy Palese, Rick Palese, Peter 

Pappas, Ken Paris, Pau la Paris, leo 
Park, George Parrigin, Sally Perce, 
George Pierard, Marjorie Pietkiewicz, 
Joseph Pluth, Amanda Pokorny, Jennifer 
Popowitch, Lacey Powell, Joseph Purser, 
Steven Pyter, Elinore Quander, Linda 
Radtke, Stephen Ramsey, Mark Ramt
hun, Lynn Randolph , Patrick Refsnider, 
Brother Edwin Reggio, CSC, Dennis 
Resor, Maurice Rhodes, Ruth Rhodes, 
Ju liana Riecss, Tracy Ritzema, Carmen 
Rivera Kurban , Joyce Robatcek, Roberta 
Rubinson, Keith Ruelle, Clyde Russell, 
Nancy Sabaj, Loretta Sanders, Jennifer 
Sanderson, Scott Sasse , Brad ley Say, 
Debra Sayers, John Sayers, Lew Schmidt , 
Jeffrey Schneider, Mart in Schultz, Lance 
Schu lz, James Shaw, Heather Shebesta, 
Lawrence Shiverc, Bonnie Shrut, Amie 
Si lder, Scott Si lder, Wi ll iam Simpson , 
Mary Skomasa, Samuel Siaman, Douglas 
Smith , Herman Smith, Shawn Smith , 
Adair Spencer, Sarah Spradley, Wendy 
Stainbrook, Barbara Sterba, Donald Stin
son, Martha St itze l, Amy Strahm, Becky 
Stranges, John Stranges, Nelson Stubbs, 
Matthew Stutzman , William Suther-
land, Nancy Swantek, James Swislocki, 
Beverly Tarbox, Jennifer Tarka, Doug-
las Terhune Jr., Arthur Thei l Jr, Nancy 
Thompson, Rebecca Thompson, Kathryn 
Thorson, Jared Throneberry, Emily Tokos, 
Cindy Tovar, Terry Treuden, Henry Tuber, 
Marcus Turner, Donald Uhlig, Lauren 
Ulrich, Lowell Unger, Terry Van , Melvin 
Van Buren, Adria Van Wyk, Leeanne Var
konda , Jennifer Venuto lo, Thomas Venu
tolo , Robert Vezzetti , Brian Wand , Salina 
Watson , David Wells , Robert Whitaker, 
Candy White, Heather Wietrecki, David 
Wilkie, Abigai l Williams, Mary F. Wilson , 
Rudy Wi lson, Russell Wilson, Warren & 
Donna Wirth, Donald Wisnefski, James 
Woger, Leah Woodcoff , Paul Woodson , 
Lynn Wright , James Yarne ll , Roy Young, 
Mary Yukevich, Steve Zachar, Marilea 
Zajec, Megan Zalokar, Joe Zawistowski, 
Pat Zawistowski , Robert Zett! , Jeff Zilke, 
Cindy Zimmerman 

Don't see your name on the list? Dues 
submitted after February 15, 2008 
will appear in the next edition of the 
VanGuard. 

To pay your dues today, contact Cindy 
Tovar, alumni liaison, at (312) 225-6288 
ext. 222 or ctovar@vandercook.edu. 
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H.E. N UTT ARCH IVES: 
Ruppel Library Highlights the Ruth Artman Choral Music Collection 

top: Ruth A rtman . above: Artman's first 

p ub lished work, Count ry Creatures. 

Choral and handbell composer 

Ruth Artman conducted a series 

of clinics at VanderCook College 

of Music in the early 1990s. She 

enjoyed her time with the Vander

Cook community and donated over 

150 of her com positions to the 

college, establishing the Ruth Art

man Choral Music Collection. 

Born in Angola, Ind. , Artman 

began singing when she was still 

a baby. At age three, she began 

performing with her sisters. In high 

school, the sisters maintained a 

busy performing schedule includ

ing their own radio show in Fort 

Wayne. Residing in Franklin, 

Ind., she taught music in Indiana 

schools and directed numerous 

church music programs. 

Although she composed for fun 

from an early age, Artman said 

she began composing songs for 

students because" publ ishers 

would not publish things for any

one under high school age. Around 

Christmas time , I wrote a real song 

for the [church] choir I was in and 

the audience cheered. And I was 

off and running. " 

For several decades, she wrote 

appealing and memorable melo

dies for church choirs and school 

children of all ages. Many adults 

remember Ruth Artman melodies 

they sang as children over 20 

years ago. Her first published song 

collection was Country Creatures, 

published by Hal Leonard. 

" I taught at two little country 

schools, and one day some of the 

kids brought in a toad , and I swear 

he was croaking in A-flat, " said 

Artman. Hence the creation of the 

song Tubby the Toad. 

"Mom had perfect pitch, so if that 

toad sang inA-fiat, she knew it! " 

said Nancy Wolgemuth, Artman's 

daughter. 

"I never wou Id have been a com

poser if it hadn't been for the chil

dren inspiring me, " Artman said. 

Artman had over 200 works pub

lished and was in demand as a cli

nician, presenter, adjudicator, and 

guest choral conductor throughout 

the United States, Canada, and 

Europe. She appeared as a guest 

artist with symphony orchestras , 

on radio and television, and in 

convention programs. Her choirs 

consistently received first place 

or superior ratings in State Music 

Association events. She was a five

time ASCAP Award recipient and 

holds an honorary doctor of music 

from VanderCook College. 

The Ruth Artman Choral Music 

Collection at VanderCook College 

of Music contains over 150 indi

vidual titles composed or arranged 

by Ruth Artman . Most are vocal 

works, a capella or with instrumen

tal accompaniment. Several works 

are for handbell choir. This collec

tion is housed in Ruppel Memo-

rial Library and may be viewed in 

the library 's reading room. The 

collection can be searched in the 

library 's online catalog: 

http://vcm.ipac .dynixasp.com/ 

H.E. Nutt Archives is written by 
Don Widmer, with special thanks to 
Nancy Wolgemuth, Ruth Artman's 
daughter, for additional biographi
cal information and photographs. 



I Outreach 

CLINICS & OUTREACH 
THE GREATER CHICAGOLAND 
ALL-CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 
BAND FESTIVAL 

Students from Chicago area 
Catholic schools gathered at 
VanderCook on January 26 , 
2008 for the AII-Cathol ic High 
School Band Festival. Conductors 
included Dr. Charles T. Menghini , 
Stacey L. Larson , and VanderCook 
graduate assistant Matt Janes. 

Participating schools included: 
Aurora Central Catholic - Brian 
Patti , director • Central Catholic 
High School - Kathy Huberman, 

director • De LaSalle Institute 
- Larry Pawlowski , director 
• Mother McAuley - Patrick 
Henning, director • Nazareth 
Academy - Eric Beltran (M.M.Ed . 

2004), director • Notre Dame / 
Resurrection High School - Mike 
Wallace (B .M.Ed . 1999), director 

• Providence Cathol ic High School 
- Brandon Faust , director • 
Providence St. Mel School - Tami 
Malina (M.M.Ed . 2005) , director 

• Queen of Peace High School 
- Patrick Henning, director • St. 

above: Dr. C harles T. Menghini w ith the 

All-Catho lic H onor B and. left: A d rum 

line at t he a nnual Day of Percussion. 

Edward Central Catholic High 2003), director • Lemont High 
School - John Evans, director • School - Terry Redford and Tom 
St. Joseph High School - Heather Leddy, directors • Lincoln Middle 
Neuenschwander, director School - Mary Skomasa (M.M.Ed. 

DAY OF PERCUSSION 1998), director· Lincoln-Way 
Central - Eric Wellman, director 

The annual Day of Percussion 
• Moraine Valley Community 

was held on February 9, 2008 
College - Dough Bratt, director 

and featured clinicians, ensemble 
• Naperville North High School 

performances, and door prizes. 
- Dan Moore and Brian Van Kley, 

The clinic was organized by 
directors • Niles North High School 

Kevin Lepper, director of applied 
- Elton Eisele and John Maloney, 

studies and assistant professor of 
directors • Niles West Indoor 

percussion at VanderCook. 
Drum Line - Bill Kock and Ed 

Participating schools: Argo High Breazeale, directors • Romeoville 
School - Bob Good and Michael High School - Adam Hill (B.M .Ed . 
Doody, directors • Bradley 2005), director • Sandburg High 
Bourbonnais High School - Bill School - Stewart Bailey, director 
Dyche and Cindy Auttenburger, • Summit Hill Junior High School 
directors • Deerpath Middle - Kim Coughlin (M.M.Ed . 2002) , 
School - Steve Nendza (B.M.Ed . director • Winfield Percussion and 
1999, M.M.Ed. 2004) and Gina World Beat - Bob Siemienkowicz, 
DeGregorio (B.M.Ed. 2005), director 
directors • De LaSalle Institute 

Clinicians included: Doug Bratt, 
- Larry Pawlowski, director • Elk 

Kirk Hickman, Adam Hill, Matt 
Grove High School - Ron Fiorito 

Janes, Bret Kuhn (sponsored by 
and Tom Leddy • Johnsburg High 

Innovative, Remo, Yamaha , and 
School - Kirk Hickman (M .M.Ed. 

Zildjian) , Tom Leddy, and Kevin 
2005) , director • Lake Park High 

Lepper (sponsored by Yamaha) . 
School - Mike Chiodo (M .M.Ed. 
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MECA 

SUMMER MECA 2008 
Summer MECA registration is now 
open, with an outstanding vari

ety of practical courses for band, 

20 choir, string, and general music 

teachers. This summer will feature 

39 courses from a nationally-rec

ogn ized array of instructors. 

For the first time this summer, 

teachers who have just completed 

thei r first year of instruction are 

eligible to receive an additional 

course discount of $50. Those 

signing up for their classes before 

Apri I 30 wi II receive a $20-per

class early-bird discount. 

Visit www.vandercook.edu/meca/ for 
more information and registration 
forms or watch your mail for the 
Summer MECA brochure. 

LEARN SOMETHING 
YOU CAN USE 

SUMMER 2008 

MECA 
INUING EDUCATION 

LAST CHANCE FOR SPRING MECA 
SPRING 

MECA 2008 

Still need to pick up a few graduate credits or professional development 
units this spring? Registration is still open for Spring MECA single-week

end courses, including these courses: 

April 5-6 - Sound Advice: Producing Professional Quality Recordings 

of your Ensembles Without the Professional Prices 

April 5-6 - Teaching Strategies for Middle and Secondary 

Level Jazz Students 

April 19-20 - Rehearsing the Middle School Band 

April 26-27 - Improving the Image and Role of the 

School Music Program 

Credit is also available for attendees at the MENC National Convention in 
Milwaukee, WI on April 9-13, 2008 who attend 12.5-25 clock hours of 

clinics, poster sessions, and concerts. Students complete a retrospective 

notebook for credit. Visit www.menc.org for convention information . 

For course information and registration, visit www.vandercook.edu/meca 
or contact Patrick Refsnider, assistant director of continuing education, 
at (312) 225-6288 ext. 248 or meca@vandercook.edu. 



A NIGHT AT THE POPS 2008 

The fifth annual A Night attend , donating items to the silent 2008 TRUSTEE GOLF OPEN 
at the Pops is swiftly 
approaching! 

Join us on Friday, April 

11 th for a night of festivities , 

exciting auction items (includ-

ing two round-trip tickets from 

JetBlue), a Chinese raffle, and 

performances by VanderCook 

students, faculty, and staff. 

All proceeds for the event go 

to support the Great Teacher 's 

Scholarship Fund . You can help by 

encouraging family and friends to 

auction , or by becoming a spon

sor or encouraging vendors and 

businesses to become sponsors . 

Every little bit makes a difference. 

To purchase tickets or request a 

sponsorsh i p packet , please contact 

Clarmarie Keenan at ckeenan@ 

vandercook.edu or 312-225-

6288 ext. 235 . Tickets are $25 

for adults and $5 for children 12 

and under. Refreshments will be 

served. 

Support the Great Teachers 
Scholarship with lunch, 18 holes 

of golf , prizes, and dinner at the 

Links at Carillon Golf Course on 

Thursday, June 12, 2008. 

To reserve your place , please 

contact Clarmarie Keenan, 

assistant to the president, 

at (312) 225-6288 x235 or 

ckeenan@vandercook.edu . 

WHERE DO YOU WEAR YOUR VANDERWEAR? 
For this section of the VanGuard, 
we invite well-traveled alumni 
and friends to send photographs 
of themselves, family, and 
friends sporting their VanderWear 
throughout their travels. 

E-mail pictures to Brian 

Williamson at bwilliamson@ 

vandercook.ed u or mai I them 

to VanderCook directly. Please 

include your name and mailing 

address with your photos and we 

will do our best to return them . 

To get your own VanderWear, go 

to www.vandercook.edu/store. 

Take note, we now have items for 

VanderTots as well. 

above: Mary Ann Krupa 's son Josh 

Stickler w ith M ichael Douglas on the set 

of You, Me, and Dupree. far right : Er ica 

and Amy L e nting at Salisbury Cathedral 

in Eng la nd . right: Linda L enting on t he 

beach in N orm andy, France. 
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SHARING OUR PASSION 
Your Generosity Makes the Vand erCook Educatio n Possible. Thank You . 

2007-2008 PASSION CAMPAIGN 
Special thanks to everyone who 
has helped to support the annual 
Share Your Passion Campaign. The 
campaign goa l for 2007-2008 is 
$75,000. 
$1000-5,000 
John Armato 
Peter Berghoff 
Connie & John Donnelly 
Stephen Gilmore (Chase matching gift) 
Kaye Clements Jeanne Triner 
Ray Spaeth Lakeside Bank 
Charles & Wanda Menghini 
George Quinlan, Jr. 
Roseanne Rosentha l 
Ray & Sharon Spaeth 
Robert Vezzetti 

$500-$999 
Carolyn & Bob Berghoff 
Charles Cox 
Charles & Carol Emmons 
Charles Freiberger 
Racheli Galay-Al tman 
John & Kathleen Huston 
Christopher & Ann Motogawa 
Susan L. Perry (recognizing Ray Powell) 
Steven Pyter 
Lewis & Gerry Schmidt 
Robert and Nancy Spetzler 

$100-$499 
Duffie Adelson 
Cathy & Jay Asher 
Charles & Marjorie Baxley 
Dr. Richard Brittain 
Erica Chianelli 
James Clark 
Lewis & Marge Callens 
Steve & Carol Colson 
Jack W. Cooley 
Kimberly Coughlin 
Jennifer Culler 
Paula Deutsch Mueller 
Phillip Donley 
Tom Drake 
Peter Eisenberg 
Pat and Steve Finnegan 
Jay Fisher 
Dr. Guy Foreman 
William Fraher 
Nancy & Jon Goodin 
Thomas Groth 
Brady G'sell 
Dianne Hartman 
Albert & Marlene Hellwig 
Lawrence Helstern 
Delyle Henschel 
Dr. Yu-Sui Hung 
Joan Izzo 
Paul K. Johnson 

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Josephs 
Clarmarie Keenan 
Mel inda Ke llerstrass 
Pau la Ke lly Krupka 
Gary Kleptach 
Ron & Ange la Korbitz 
Stacey Larson 
Amy Lent ing 
Fred Lewis 
John Lillethun 
Brian Logan 
Joyce Magann 
Joseph Martorano 
Kenneth Marx 
John McAl lister 
Patricia McKinney 
Robert & Mary Morley 
Michelle Moss 
Wi lbert Moss, Jr. 
Darrel Nonhof 
John Oelerich 
Karen Sue Oldenburg 
Peter Pappas 
Dr. Richard G. Pettibone 
Vincent Polce 
Rona ld Pryb le 
Jeffrey Schneider 
Lance Schulz 
Lawrence Shivers 
Sarah Spradley 
John & Becky Stranges 
Kathyrn Thorson 
Cindy Tovar 
Robert Vick, Jr. 
Eugene & Miriam Weisman 
Blake Wiener 
Michael & Ruth Young 

$1-$99 
Richard Al len 
Alex Bakalet 
Andrew Bell 
Barbara Blackstone 
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Brodbeck 
Paul Bruce 
Kenneth & Karen Calvin 
Michael Chiodo 
Sarah Cifani 
Susan Clemons 
Chalice Coleman , D.D.S. 
Sharon Cooper 
Thomas Culver 
Scott Curfman 

Lewis Dalvit 
D Denny 
Robert Duss 
Robin & Rob Engl 
Floyd Folio 
Floyd Folio, Jr. 
Peter F rasso 
Mary Jo Gaskalla 
Paul Germano 
Patricia Giorgis 
Guido & Lois Giorgis 
Karen Glim 
Paul Gui lbeau 
Earl Heartt 
Robert Hoffman 
Renee Johnson 
Gary Johnston, Jr. 
Rosanna Katsekes 
Edward & Helen Kelly 
Thomas Konieczny 
Pau la Kowalkowski 
Mary Kuzniar 
Ronald Lemm 
Barry Mahady 
Scott F. Mason 
Carol Matscha llat 
Steven Michaels 
Michael Miles 
Laurie Neeb 
Cynthia Nuel 
Rick & Amy Palese 
Stephen Platko 
Kari Rosania 
Scott Sasse 
Dr. Leah Schuman 
Herman Smith 
Barbara Sterba 
Donald Stinson 
Michael Sundling 
James Swislocki 
Randall Szostek 
Dolores and Keith Terhune 

(in memory of Ruth VanderCook David 
and Lyle Henry VanderCook) 

Jared Throneberry 
Kenneth Weidaw 
Craig & Jeryl Whipple 
Don Widmer 
Abigail Williams 
Cheryl Wolfson 
Dr. Richard A. Worthington 
Steve Zachar 
Jeffrey Zilke 

., 



Share a Passion for M usic 

DONATION MATCHING: 
MAKE A GOOD GIFT BETTER 

Gifts to VanderCook can be worth the effort, said Marilyn. 

increased, and often doubled, with Many companies look for ways to 
corporate matching gift programs. be good corporate citizens and are 

That's just what Ohio alumnus particu larly interested in support-

Steve Gilmore (M .M.Ed. 1996) ing educationa l institut ions - li ke 

and his wife, Marilyn Kuchta, have VanderCook. 

done for the past several years. Companies typica lly have lists 
The combination of Steve's pass ion of approved match recipients. If 
for music education and Marilyn's VanderCook is not in your compa-
background in the corporate sector ny's list, contact Clarmarie Kee nan 
inspired the couple to secure a (ckeenan@vandercook.edu or 3 12-
corporate match for their com- 225-6288, x235) for the co ll ege's 
mitment to the annual Share Your tax identification number to submit 
Passion campaign . They wanted to to t he corporate human resources 
get the best bang for the buck and office. The corporat ion then serves 
knew Marilyn's employer, Chase, as the 3rd party admi nistrator and 
would be wil l ing to magnify their forwards the match directly to the 
donation. co llege. 

Working with Chase's human For Steve and Mari Iyn, the process 
resources department and the cor- has been a pa inless way to make a 
po rate website to secure the match good gi ft better. Steve hopes that 
for their annual gift was easy and others - alumni, spouses, and par-

SPECIAL FUNDS 
VICTOR ZAJEC SCHOLARSHIP 
Gilbert Colunga 
Connie Donnelly 
Floyd Folio 
Peter F rasso 
Charles Freiberger 
Bruce Groll 
Robert Keeley 
Mark S. Kelly 
Christopher & Ann Motogawa 
Carol Nendza 
Carmen Rivera Kurban 
Roberta Rubinson 
Herman Smith 
Barbara Sterba 
Henry Tuber 
Marilea Zajec 

GREAT TEACHERS SCHOLARSHIP 
Peter Frasso 
Leroy Kennedy 
Tami Malina 
Herman Smith 
Barbara Sterba 
Henry Tuber 

LORRAINE QUINLAN SCHOLARSHIP 
Cheryl Quinlan 
George Quinlan, Jr. 
George Quinlan, Sr. 

MAR OAK SCHOLARSHIP 
Keith Mardak 

SCHMIDT SCHOLARSHIP 
Lewis & Gerry Schmidt 

ents - follow in their footsteps and 

pu rsue matches for their contribu-

tions to the col lege. For Marilyn, 

thi s was also a way for her to t hank 

VanderCook for the wonderful 

experiences Steve had during his 

summers pursuing his M.M. Ed. 

She hopes every alum recognizes 

the ways they and their families 

can playa part in sustaining the 

co l lege . 

"VanderCook was there for me to 

nurture my pass ion for music," 

said Steve. "VanderCook was there 

for others. Hel p them be t here for 

the next generation." 

Please contact Clarmarie Keenan, 
assistant to the president, with 
any questions regarding matching 
opportunities at ckeenan@vander-
cook.edu or 312-225-6288 x 235. 

GIVING BACK TO 
VANDERCOOK 
No matter the size or type of gift, 
every contri bution to VanderCook 
College of Music gives important 

support to future music teachers. 
Your gift goes directly to helping 
us spread our passion for music. 
To learn more, contact Clarmarie 
Keenan , assistant to the president, 
at (312) 225-6288 x235 or 
ckeenan@vandercook.edu 

Contributions received after Feb.15, 
2008 will be in the next VanGuard. 
Thank you for your support. 
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