
Greetings friends of VanderCook College of Music! 
This newsletter reaches you at a very exciting time at 
the College. Last fall, we launched a Strategic Plan 
titled "Vision 2009" that reviews the first 91 years of 
VanderCook's existence, and suggests strategies to 
carry VanderCook through the first decade of the 
millennium. 

When VanderCook was founded nearly one 
hundred years ago, music education in this country 

was just beginning to find a niche within our public 
school system. Today in a society hugely changed by one 
hundred years of technology, world war, and scientific 
advances, music education for every child is highly valued. 
The mission of VanderCook remains focused, then and 
now, on preparing outstanding music teachers. With 
hundreds of thousands of schoolchildren enrolled in music 
programs, the need to proVide inspirational, skilled music 
teachers is still important. 

In accordance with our strategic plan, we have welcomed 
a new Director of Admissions and Director of Development, 
both of whom will focus on very important areas of our 
strategic plan, including student recruitment and 
fundraising. 

We have also launched a number of communications 
efforts designed to foster a better relationship between 
VanderCook and its constituencies. In addition to the 
bi-annual newsletter, we will feature a periodic electronic 
newsletter that will help keep you in the know on 
VanderCook happenings and events. In exchange, we hope 
you 'll keep in touch with us. We love to know what you're 
doing and what's going on in your life, so feel free to send 
any news or story ideas. We look forward to hearing from 
you. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Roseanne K. Rosenthal 
President 
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VanderCook College of 
Music launches Strategic 
Plan 

In November 2000, VanderCook 
College of Music president Dr. 
Roseanne Rosenthal, along with the 
College's senior administration, 
launched the strategic plan "Vision 
2009," which takes VanderCook 
through the school's 100-year 
anniversary in 2009. 

The strategic plan was designed to 
overcome the challenges of 
VanderCook College of Music and to 
secure its leadership in music educa
tion. Issues such as the College's 
organizational infrastructure, 
curriculum, faculty, staff and 
student recruitment and a perma
nent home are all addressed in the 
plan. 

"VanderCook College of Music is 
solely devoted to the education of 
quality music teachers," said 
Rosenthal. "The development of this 
strategic plan will gUide the College, 
and ensure that we continue in the 
right direction." 

The plan focuses on the strengths 
of the college, including its ninety
year history of consistent focus upon 
music education and its recent 
growth. It also examines areas for 
improvement, such as the continued 
need to generate additional financial 
resources to insure its growth and 
development. 

continued on page 2 



Bronzeville Community gets face·lift 

If you haven't been to the Bronzeville area in more 
than two years, you just may have a hard time recog
nizing it. Bronzeville, loosely defined as the area that 
extends from McCormick Place, south to 47th street, 

was once considered an 
impoverished area with 
little promise. It is now 
one of the hottest real 
estate markets in the city. 

The evolution can be 
dated back to 1992 when 
Comiskey Park, home of 
the Chicago White Sox, 
was redeveloped. About 
five years later, City of 
Chicago Mayor Richard 
M. Daley approved tax 
benefits for property 

developers who chose to build in the area. This 
sparked a great deal of interest in the community, and 
people began to rediscover the neighborhood's rich 
cultural history. 

As a result of this attention, nine structures in the 
area were given landmark status. These structures 
include the Eighth Regiment Armory, located at 35th 
and Giles Street. It was the first armory in the United 
States built for an African-American military regi
ment. Following extensive renovation in 1999, it is 
now the Bronzeville Military Academy, the state's only 
public military high school. 

Another neighborhood structure bearing landmark 
status is the Wabash YMCA, located at 3763 S. Wabash. 
An important center of community life, this Young 
Men 's Christian Association facility provided housing 
and job training for new arrivals from the South 
during the "Great Migration" of African-Americans in 
the first decades of the 20th century. A notable aspect 
of its diverse history was the founding, in 1915, of the 

Strategic Plan continued trom page 1 

According to the plan, major challenges and goals 
include: 
• Coordinate, integrate and evaluate the curriculum 

to make it the finest music education program 
available anywhere. 

• Build and support a faculty and staff committed 
through its actions to the mission of the College. 

• Improve formal communications between the 
institution and all of its constituencies. 

Association for the Study of Negro Life and History, 
one of the first groups devoted to African-American 
studies. The bUilding was closed in the late 1970's, 
and recently refurbished and reopened as a state-of
the art YMCA. 

Among the most elaborate of new developments in 
the Bronzeville area is the City of Chicago's Police 
Headquarters. Located at 35th Street and Michigan 
Avenue, the 360,000-square-foot facility cost $65 
million and took three years to complete. The build
ing features a high-tech command center, 600-seat 
auditorium, multi-media center, and administrative 
offices including superintendent's offices, the first 
deputy superintendent's Operations Command Center 
and news affairs. The state-of-the-art faCility, which 
opened its doors last summer, is said to house the 
most sophisticated police technology in the country. 

"This new police headquarters is a long-term invest
ment -- in the safety of our residents, the safety of our 
police officers, and in the Bronzeville community, a 
vibrant neighborhood that continues to thrive under 
new development and an influx of capital," said 
Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley. 

Among the new features of the Bronzeville area is the 
multibillion-dollar Chicago Police Department 
headquarters. 

• Strengthen the physical and social environment so 
that it fully supports the work of the faculty and 
students of the College. 

• Enhance the financial status of the College. 

As goals are reached, or additional challenges occur, the 
strategic plan will be changed to reflect those, said 
Rosenthal. 

"It is expected that an annual review of the plan will 
take place. Goals may be more precisely defined." 



Economist turns fund raiser 

As an Economics major in college, Nicole Dunbar 
that she'd be concentrating on terms like 

'" supply and demand. Instead, she 
found herself focusing on terms 
like philanthropy and donation, 

. as she turned to a career in 
development. 

After obtaining her degree 
Illinois State University in 

i 'Uiilii l li. Dunbar began working 
for a computer distributor where 

employee morale was very low. She was tapped to 
join a committee to find a solution for the low 
morale, and was introduced to the corporation's foun
dation in the process. She later joined the foundation 
as a board member, and assisted with identifying and 
selecting worthy grant recipients. 

Based upon that experience Dunbar decided to try 
the other end of the giving spectrum, and began 
pursuing donations as Development Associate at 
Advocate Charitable Foundation. She later became 
Assistant Director of Development for a child welfare 
organization. Certain that she had chosen the right 
career change, she returned to the classroom to 
pursue a certificate in Fundraising Management from 
DePaul University. 

Dunbar's vision for the development department is 
to raise the capital necessary to support VanderCook's 
mission to provide quality programs and classes for its 
students. She will provide leadership and assistance 
to the board of trustees, and to the College's president 
in establishing and strengthening relationships with 
donors, prospective donors, and the general public. 
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Long time performer turns teacher with 
help of Master of Music Education 
Certification program 

The phrase "Love It, Teach It" is often heard among 
the halls of VanderCook College of Music. So when 
Richard Knapp decided to pursue teaching after 
twenty years as a performance artist, coming to 
VanderCook was the right decision. 

As an undergraduate of Western Michigan 
University, Knapp began school in pursuit of music 
education, but later changed his focus. He graduat
ed with a Bachelor's degree in Voice and Ballet. He 
later obtained a Master of Science degree from 
Northeastern Illinois University in Vocal Pedagogy. 

As a dancer, Knapp has performed with the Second 
City Ballet, Lyric Opera of Chicago Ballet, Kalamazoo 
Ballet and Ann Arbor Ballet Theater. As a baritone, 
he has been a soloist with Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra, Kansas City Symphony, the LakeShore 
Symphony, the Southwest Symphony, and the Choral 
Ensemble of Chicago. But last summer Knapp decid
ed to return to his role as a student, and although he 
is a veteran on-stage, he admits it took some effort to 
adapt to that role. 

"It was very intense after being out of school for a 
while. It took some time to adjust," said Knapp. 

Knapp enrolled in VanderCook's Master of Music 
Education with Certification program. The program 
is designed for students who receive undergraduate 
degrees in musical disciplines other than music 
education, who later wish to become certified to 
teach music. 

The program has been very useful for Knapp, who 
is already getting a taste of teaching. Because of his 
extensive experience, he was tapped to assist with a 
beginning voice class when the instructor went on 
maternity leave last fall. He also teaches vocal 
repertoire and voice and diction. 

Although Knapp is qualified as an instructor, he 
lacks some of the credits required to teach in the 
public school system. The Master of Music 
Education with Certification program offers students 
like Knapp the opportunity to pursue studies in 
music education at the graduate level, while com
pleting the necessary course work to satisfy the 
requirements for the teacher certification as specified 
by the Illinois State Board of Education manual. 

'TYPically, students of the program will complete at 
least 36 credit hours at the graduate level, and as 
many as 80 hours at the undergraduate level, 

continued on page 4 
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dependent upon a transcript evaluation of the 
student's general education courses. 

The program has proven to be a winner, according 
to Knapp. He is enrolled in both undergraduate and 
graduate courses. But the duo role is particularly 
challenging for Knapp, who says he must serve as a 
role model in his undergraduate courses. 

"I often share a classroom with the students I 
teach," he said. 

Knapp will complete the program with a 10-16 
week student teaching experience during his final 
semester of study. 

For more information about the Master of Music 
Education with Certification program, call Ruth 
Rhodes at 312.225.6288. 

VanderCook alum takes on role of 
student recruitment 

Who would know better how to attract stu
dents to VanderCook than an alumnus of the 
college? For the second time, VanderCook 
College of Music opened its arms to James P. 
Malley, Jr., this time as the Director of 
Admissions. 

Of course Malley's alumni status was not 
the only selling point for the 2000 Master of 
Music Education graduate. He has worked 

with admissions offices at other educational institu
tions, including the Conservatory of Music at 
Baldwin-Wallace College, where he earned his 
Bachelor's Degree. 

Malley has been a lover of music for many years. 
He spent nearly a decade directing middle and high 
school bands. He served as Director of Music of the 
Fairview Community Church in Fairview Park, Ohio 
from 1994 to 1999, and Assistant Marching Band 
Director and Musical Director of St. Edward High 
School between 1989 and 2000. 

Malley's plan is to reach out to potential 
VanderCook students prior to their junior year in high 
school. He also hopes to tap into alumni and friends 
of VanderCook to help identify promiSing students. 

High School students 
participate in a 

clinic as part of 
VanderCook's 

Outreach Program 

Outreach program hopes to foster 
musicians, VanderCook students 

Forever seeking to fulfill its goal to provide music edu
cation for every child in the nation, VanderCook College 
of Music launched its Outreach Program. The pro
gram's objective is to expose students to choral, band 
and chamber ensembles by providing authentic learn
ing experiences. 

Just five years old, the program has been an 
enormous success. Participation has increased signifi
cantly each year since the program's inception. By the 
end of this year, it will have served more than 3,00q stu
dents. 

Outreach program activities include Seven Steps 
Leadership Program, High School Choral Fest, Clarinet 
and Flute Symposium, High School and Middle School 
Bandfest, and various campus clinics throughout the 
year. 

The program is headed by Dr. Charles Menghini, who 
also serves as VanderCook's Director of Bands and Dean 
of Undergraduate Studies. Menghini received his B.S. in 
Music Education from the University of Missouri
Columbia and his M.A. in Secondary Music 
Administration and D.M.A. in Instrumental Conducting 
from the University of Missouri-Kansas City. He was 
inducted into the Alpha Psi Chapter of Pi Kappa Lambda 
National Honor Society for Music and is co-author of 
Essential Elements 2000 Comprehensive Band Methods. 

In addition to the outreach activities that take place at 
VanderCook, Menghini frequently travels outside of the 
state serving as a clinician for band programs through
out the country. 

Menghini is assisted by Cindy Tovar, a 2000 graduate 
of VanderCook College of Music. 

To inquire about participation in the Outreach 
Program, call 312.225.6288. 
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Media Watch 

• VanderCook president Dr. Rosenthal Rosenthal was 
recently interviewed by Band and Orchestra 
Product News. The story was about VanderCook's 
commitment to educating future music teachers. It 
is expected to appear in the publication's June, 2001 
issue. 

• An article in the April 5 edition of the Chicago 
Daily Herald acknowledged VanderCook's 
participation in the Hersey High Band Festival. 
VanderCook's Symphonic Band made a special 
appearance in the festival, which featured twelve 
local high school symphonic and concert bands. 

• VanderCook alumnus William Henry was featured 
in the February issue of Band and Orchestra 
Magazine. Henry serves as Band Director of Swift 
Specialty School in Chicago. The elementary 
school band was awarded a gift of $150,000 for 
musical instruments from VH1 Save the Music 
Foundation. VH1 Save The Music Foundation is a 
non-profit initiative with two primary missions: to 
restore music education programs in America's 
public schools, and to raise awareness of the posi
tive impact music participation has on students. 

VCM Students selected to Who's Who 
Among Students in American 
Universities and Colleges 

Nine students of VanderCook College of Music have 
been selected as national outstanding campus lead
ers, and will have their names published in the 2001 
edition of Who's Who Among Students in American 
Universities and Colleges. 

Campus nominating committees and editors of the 
annual directory have included the names of these 
students based on their academic achievement, serv
ice to the community, leadership in extracurricular 
activities and potential for continued success. 

They join an elite group of students from more 
than 2,300 institutions of higher learning in all 50 
states, the District of Columbia and several foreign 
nations. 

Outstanding students have been honored in the 
annual directory since it was first published in 1934. 

The VanderCook College of Music students selected 
to be featured in the 2001 edition include Logan 
Biles, Laura Casteel, Martin Gaines, Cory Meals, 
Mario Moody, Jeffrey Muraida, Beverly Rivas, Nicholas 
Rojek and Sadie Smith. 

MECA Courses in progress 

For the 21st year, VanderCook College of Music will 
host the Music Education Center of America (MECA) 
continuing education program. One of the foremost 
music continuing education programs in the country, 
MECA provides graduate level courses designed to fill 
the practical needs of instrumental, choral, 
general and string music educators. 

Courses are offered each week, June 11 
through the week of August 10. A total of 30 
courses will be offered during the program. 
Courses from previous years include 
Instrument Repait; Strings for the Non
String Player, Making the School Orchestra 
Program the Best it Can Be, and more. 
Returning and expanded courses include 
How to Build and Maintain a Vocal Jazz 
Ensemble in Secondary Schools, The What 
and How of Contemporary Design for 
Marching Band, Teaching, Drawing and 
Chartring, Drum Set for Band Directors, 
and Sit UP! Music Teachers and the Use of 
the Body. 

Most courses are worth three graduate 
credit hours, and are held over a five-day 
period, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Courses offered July 
2,3, 5 and 6 are worth 2 credits, and will meet on a 
reduced schedule. Thition is $150 per semester hour 
of graduate credit for non-computer courses and $175 
per semester hour of graduate credit for computer 
courses. 

Housing is available in the residence halls of 
Illinois Institute of Technology, ranging from 
$175 - $229 for a four-day course, and $185- $239 for 
a five-day course. 

Some courses have limited enrollment, so early 
registration is recommended. For a full list of 
courses, or to register by phone, call 312.225.6288. 
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Honors, Awards and Recognitions 

• Dr. Charles Menghini, Dean of Undergraduate 
Studies, was recently accepted into the American 

Bandmaster's Association. The American 
Bandmaster's Association is an organization 
that recognizes outstanding achievement in 
the field of the concert band and its music. It 
honors outstanding achievement by invitation 
to membership. 
• Dr. Ken Hyde, instructor, Zoology and 

Biology, is writing a textbook on Basic 
Zoology. He is testing it on VanderCook 
students this semester. 

• VanderCook College of Music was recognized during 
the Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic for its 
support of music education. Ray Cramer, president 
of the Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic Board of 
Directors, presented a plaque to VanderCook 
president Dr. Roseanne Rosenthal. 

• Dr. Roseanne Rosenthal was elected to serve a 
3-year term as the Illinois Music Educators 
Association Vice President for Higher Education, 
beginning January 2002. 

VanderCook dinner stars the Musical 
Theatre Workshop class 

VanderCook recently hosted a dinner featuring the 
students of the Musical Theatre Workshop Class, 
instructed by Mary Ann Krupa. The event was held at 
Chicago's Como Inn, one of the city's finest Italian 
restaurants. 

The students performed "The MUSical," an original 
work written and directed by Krupa. It was a comedic 
exploration of the exhilarating art form known as the 
American Musical. The story line surrounded the 
major characters of most musicals. It featured music 
from such Broadway hits as Fiddler On the Roof, 
Cabaret, The King and I, Wizard of Oz and more. 

Class Notes 

1940s 
Ken Weidaw (B '42) is currently a member of the 
Sun City, Arizona 110 piece concert band. His biogra
phy has appeared in Who's Who in Entertainment. 

William Calkins (B '48) retired from the music 
faculty of California State University in Northridge, 
after 34 years of teaching woodwind, woodwind 
methods and chamber music groups. Calkins also 
enjoyed a successful career as a studio-recording 
musician. He attributes much of his success to his 
association with VCM. He is enjoying retirement. 

Mary Ruth Wilson, wife of Gilbert Wilson (M '49) 
reports that her husband is doing well, and in good 
health. "He still loves VanderCook College of Music," 
she said. 

1950s 
Ronald W. Campbell (B '55) resides in Ft. 
Lauderdale, F1. He is a retired bandleader, singer and 
private lesson music teacher. 

1960s 
Hartley W. Brown (M '62) retired in 1993 and is 
now "wintering" in Pharr, Texas. He plays in the Rio 
Grand Valley Band where he reports there are a total 
of five VanGrads. He reports that the 40 years since 
his graduation from VanderCook have gone rapidly 
and productively. 

Verlyn Schultz (M '63) taught instrumental music 
for grades 5-9 at Fremont Christian School in 
Michigan from 1959 - 1980. Schultz then worked in 
instrumental sales until retiring in 1997. Schultz has 
often been given credit for the excellent band program 
developed at Fremont Christian, and attributes that to 
the practical teaching ideas he learned at VCM. 
According to Schultz "H.E. Nutt's 'Scale-A-Day' sheets 
were the most effective teaching tools I ever used." 

Thomas A. Groth, (M '63) recently retired as 
Director of Bands at Boardman High School after 36 
years of teaching. Under his direction, the Band 
Program at Boardman earned national recognition, 
and had performed in the Tournament of Roses 
Parade, the Orange Bowl Parade, the Fiesta Bowl 
Parade, the National Cherry Blossom Festival Parade 
and Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade. 

Joe Zawistowski (M '64) runs the Clarion Brass 
Quintet, and is vice president and owner of Ability Eng 
Tech in South Holland, 11. 
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Pat Zawistowski (M '65) is retired from School 
District 151 and is president of the Crete Women's 
Club, and sings in their choir. She is also a volunteer 
of the st. James Hospital. 

Dr. Earl G. Heartt (B '67, M '78) retired from 
Heart Public School after 35 years of teaching. Heartt 
reports that he still teaches woodwinds at St. Mary's 
University of Minnesota, and does more profeSSional 
music performance on woodwinds than ever before. 
He substitutes in music (band orchestra, general 
music and choir) in several Western Wisconsin school 
districts. 

Arthur Beckmann, (B '67) Band Director, Central 
Middle School, was recognized as the Chicago Daily 
Southtown newspaper's Coca-Cola Educator of the 
Month. For more than 30 years, Beckmann has 
helped his students prepare for a future in music. He 
led bands to First Division Ratings from 1967 to 1998 
in Illinois District and State contests. His band was 
named Grand Champion at the 1999 Mid-West Music 
Festival. He led the honor Band at the 2000 Morris 
Corn Festival. He is a member of both the Illinois 
Music Educators and Grade School Music 
~sociations, the Piano Technicians Guild and the 
American School Band Directors ~sociation. He 
originated both the Tinley Park Community Arts Alive 
Annual Concert and the Tinley Park Community 
Band. 

1970s 
Ronald]. Evans, (M '70) is the founder and 
conductor of the Northwinds Symphonic Band. He 
recently served as conductor of "If You Knew Sousa," 
a performance at the Georgia Music Education's State 
In-Service Conference. Evans' teaching experience 
includes twenty-three years with the Hall County 
School System where he developed outstanding band 
and choral programs. He has received the "Citation 
of Excellence" twice, in Pittsburgh, PA and again at 
Troy State University. The Georgia Music Educators 
~sociation awarded him its "Distinguished Career 
Award" in 1988. Other Northwinds Symphonic Band 
personnel who are VanderCook alumni include Mary 
Wilson, clarinet, David Harrison, trombone, Rick 
Land, trombone and Rudy Wilson, trombone. 

Lawrence Helstern (M '70) retired after 38 years of 
teaching band. 

Javier R. Vera, (M '78) is Director of Fine Arts for 
United Independent School District in Laredo, Texas. 
Vera taught for 20 years, with 13 of those years as a 

head high school band director, and four years as 
director of fine arts for his school district. He and his 
wife Linda have two children: Lily who is a junior in 
high school and plays the clarinet in the band, and 
Javier Jr. who is 8 years old. "Attending VanderCook 
College was the best decision I could have made, as it 
helped prepare me for a successful and rewarding 
career in music education," said Vera. "And just as 
important to me were the many friendships developed 
while at VCM." 

Terry Rountree (M '78) is a retired band director of 
the Valdosta City Schools in Valdosta, Georgia. 
Rountree is also minister of music at Crossroads 
Baptist Church in Valdosta, GA. 

1980s 
Robin Engl, (M '81) along with his wife, directs 
bands at Wauwatosa East High School in Wauwatosa, 
WI. The bands have been invited to perform in 
London at the New Year's Day parade 2002 and at the 
concert band events associated with the parade. 

Ken Marx (M '82) has organized an idea exchange 
group for middle school band directors in the 
Chicago metropolitan area. The group, comprised of 
new and veteran music educators, meets three times 
during the school year at Old Quarry Middle School 
in Lemont, IL. The participating directors enjoy the 
opportunity to share common problems and solutions 
relating to middle school band. Each meeting begins 
with a different director presenting an overview of 
their middle school band program. Marx reports that 
the group continues to grow at every meeting, and 
has now outgrown the middle school's conference 
room. 

Ron Lemm (M '83) has completed his 12th year at 
Butler Junior High School in Oak Brook, IL. He is 
still actively performing on trombone in a variety of 
bands and brass groups. He also just completed his 
18th year as Brass Choir Director at Christ Church of 
Oak Brook. 

Mary Land (M '85) is Band Director at the Pickens 
County Middle School in Jasper, Georgia. The Pickens 
County Middle School Seventh and Eight Grade 
Honor Band recently performed for the Georgia Music 
Educators ~sociation Annual In-Service Conference. 

Tina Jackson (B '85) offers a hello to all fellow 
alumni. Jackson is a police officer, and says that 
music plays a role toward preventing crimes by teens 
more than one may knOw. "Get to know your Police 
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school liaison officer," she advises, "because students 
'caught' doing positive activities are much less 
inclined to take peer pressure on weekend nights 
toward committing criminal activities." 

Ted Wojcik (M '86) performs piano with a trio at 
Jack Gibbons Garden each weekend. 

Gary Kuechenberg, (B '87) , is 
band director at North Judson 
High School. For the past seven 
years he was teaching elementary 
music at Knox Elementary School 
in Knox, Indiana. Kuechenberg 
reports that he loves teaching ele
mentary music even more than 
being a band director. He teaches 
approximately 900 students per 
week in grades K-5. He is married 
with three children-- Anna, 
Nathaniel and John. 

Michael link (M '89) is 
presently in his eighth year at Thloso Midway I.S.D. in 
Corpus Christi, Texas. He is currently music coordi
nator and teaches high school choir. His bands and 
choirs have consistently received Division I superior 
ratings at U.LL contests and festivals throughout 
Texas. He recently was accepted as an adjudicator to 
the Texas Music Adjudicator'S Association for bands 
and choirs in the state of Texas. 

1990 - 2000 
Constance Piasecki (M '90) is currently a 7th and 
8th grade instrumental music teacher at James 
Williams Junior High. She is married with two chil
dren ages 6 and 8. 

Michael Dawson (B '90, M '00) and his wife Kathy, 
are the proud parents of two children Ashley (8) and 
Kaitlyn (5). Dawson recently placed 4th in the Texas 
Honor Banding Hearing and completed his Master's at 
VanderCook in 2000. He is now pursuing the 
Administration Certificate at University of Texas. 

Charles Dimon (M '90) is residing in Bakersfield, 
California. He was recently hired as a piano instruc
tor at the Valley Baptist Church. He also played piano 
on a cruise to Mexico last spring. He frequently plays 
the piano at the Bakersfield Country Club and at vari
ous retirement homes. 

Barbara Sterba (M '90) performed as a soloist on 
the Bach Violin Concerto in E with the Salt Creek 
Sinfonietta in May, 2000 in the orchestra's concert 

featuring local teachers. 

Steve Szczurek (B '91) moved to St. Michael's 
Abbey, California, where he began studying for the 
Roman Catholic Priesthood after graduating from 
VanderCook. Eight years later he was ordained a 
Catholic Priest. He now serves as Chaplain and 
Assistant Dean, and teaches religion, Latin and Logic 
at st. Michael's High School in California. 

Melvin Shelton, (HD '92), is the writer of new com
positions for band, published by Curnow Music 
Press/International Music Service. The compositions 
are Basque Rhapsody; Elegy (Adagio for Winds) ; 
Overture Iubilose; and American Celebration. 

Ron Korbitz (B '92, M '96) and his wife Angela 
Presutti, a voice instructor at VanderCook, recently 
performed on "Live from Studio One," on WFMT radio 
Chicago. They also performed during the Chicago 
Artist Series at Moraine Valley College in February. 
Angela gave birth to their first child, Amelia Costanza, 
this past January. 

Lucien Miller, Jr. (M '92) is a teacher, and was 
recently appOinted Director of Orchestra Activities at 
Oakwood Church in Chickamauga, Ga. In his recre
ational time he enjoys playing in the Sweet Georgia 
Sound, one of only two "play for pay" big bands in the 
Chattanooga area. 

Kathryn Thorson (M '95) is a teacher of beginning 
instrumental music for the Kenosha, Wisconsin 
Unified School District. 

Benjamin P. Logan (M '97) is the proud father of a 
baby girl, Rachel, born on May 15, 2000, just one day 
before his spring band concert. Logan's wife, Brooke, 
has retired from teaching to spend time with the new 
baby. 

Peter Deneen (M '97) began teaching at Traverse 
City East Junior High School in the fall , 1992. As 
Director of Bands at East, he is responsible for the 
educationaVmusical direction and management of 
the 250-member band program. Deneen conducts the 
7th grade Band, the two Concerts Bands, the 
Symphonic Band, the Jazz Band, and the Pep Band. 
The bands have received both good and superior rat
ings at MSBOA District Bands. 

Chris Hughes (M '97) reports that he is having a 
great time teaching band in Colorado. He was recently 
selected to conduct three separate honor bands, and is 
sharing much of what he learned at VCM with an 
ever-larger group of musicians. His own program is 



reaching new heights as well. In November, the 
marching band at his school had the honor of repre
senting the United States as the first American High 
School to perform in the Birmingham, England 
International Tattoo. A tattoo is a military band fes
tival. The experience was a tremendous cultural 
exchange as the students interacted with other musi
cians from Ireland and England. 

Marcia Wolf (M '98) teaches general and choral 
music at Wallenpaupack Area Middle School in 
northeastern Pennsylvania. Her biggest challenge is 
her 152-member 7th and 8th grade chorus. Marcia 
has been busy in the recording studio and her voice 
will be featured on a new music series being pub
lished by GIA publications in Chicago. 

Sarah Cifani (M '99) took over her husband's job at 
King Lab School, District 65 in Evanston, IL when he 
retired. Cifani reports that she is now in one school 
with one band program, rather than 5 schools in two 
separate programs, and that it makes life easier. 

Faith Byykkonen (M '99) and her husband Roger 
are the proud parents of a baby girl, Victoria 
Michelle, born March 1, 2001. According to the par
ents, Michelle has long fingers. They expect that she 
will be a piano-playing violinist while palming a 
basketball. 

Student Jonathan Schnicke and his wife 
Cathy are the proud parents of 
Isaac Charles Robert Schnicke, seen here at 
3 months old. 

Student News 

Jonathan Schnicke, graduate student, and his wife 
Cathy are the proud parents of a baby boy, Isaac, born 
September, 2000. Schnicke is a teacher at Belden High 
School, and serves as Director of Athletic Bands at 
Cornerstone University. He is also Director of Music and 
Deacon at his church. 

Adair Spencer, graduate student, and her 
husband Brian are the proud parents of a 
baby boy born March 31, 2001. Noah 
Mylton Spencer weighed in at 8 lbs and 
3 oz. 

VanderCook Remembers ... 
John B. Kohler (B '56, M '76) died in 
1996. He is survived by his wife Marjorie, 
and their children. Shortly after his death, 
Mrs. Kohler contributed a $1,200 gift for 
the establishment of the John Brooker 
Kohler scholarship fund. In July of 1996 
the group "Kohlers and Friend" which consisted of Mr. 
Kohler, his wife Marjorie, their children Ken, Lee, Rob 
and Cathy Kohler, and family friend Michael Blessing, 
produced "Blues and Things." 

Norman P. Hinkley, (M '56) died in 2000 at the age of 
84. He directed band music in Whitehall, Prairie du 
Chien and Green Bay, Wisconsin schools until 1978. 
After retirement, he and his wife spent winters in Florida 
where he played concert bands, jazz groups and directed 
choruses in Lakeland and Sun City Center, Fl. He is sur
vived by his wife Betty, three gifted musical children, and 
their families. 

Clarence F. Boess (M '46) died in 2000 at the age of 
95. He was a graduate of University of Iowa, with a 
major in music and minor in mathematics. Following 
graduation, he was head of the Music Department at 
Wartburg College at Clinton from 1927-29. He also 
directed the Clinton Philharmonic Orchestra. From 
1946-1947 he was a high school band instructor in 
Lyons, NE. Following that he repaired musical instru
ments in Chicago until he became ill in 1997. He is sur
vived by his brother George and his nieces and nephews. 
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Love it! Teach It! Support It! 
Support the VanderCook College of Music 2000-2001 Annual Fund Campaign. Your gift will enable 
VanderCook to continue its long legacy of music education. Thousands of children across America 
benefit and are living proof of our quality degree programs and classes. 

send your gift today! 
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Address ______________________ _ 

City State Zip Code 

Gift Amount $ D My check is enclosed 
I Please charge my donation to D Visa D Mastercard D Discover Card 

Card Number ___________ Exp. Date __ 1 __ 

Signature ___________________ _ 

VanderCook College of Music· Development Department 3140 S. Federal Street· Chicago, IL 60616. 



The VanderCook College of Music Symphonic Band performed at The Midwest Orchestra Clinic 
held at Chicago's Hilton and Towers last December. Dr. Lewis Schmidt, president of the 
VanderCook Alumni Association, served as guest conductor during the program. The 55th 
Annual Midwest Clinic will be held December 18·22, 2001 at the Chicago Hilton. For more 
information, visit the conference website at www.midwestclinic.org, or call (847) 729·4629. 
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