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Cabaret Benefit a Real "Funraiser" 
Excitement was high as After dinner the Concert 

the guests met at Sauer's Res- Choir. comprised of all the un-
taurant for the VanderCook dergraduate 
Great Teach- students. sang 
ers Scholar- an exciting 
ship Fund medley of 
Cabaret Bene- songs by Hoa-
fit. This eve- gy Carmichael. 
ning was an Dressed all in 
opportunity black with just 
for the choirs a touch of 
and jazz band stage make-
to shine. up. the stu-
much as the dents captivat-
Symphonic ed the crowd 
Band does at The Silent Auction was run by the Alumni Asso- with their 
the elation and helped to raise moneyfor a oona- singing and 
Mid-West tIon to the GreafTeachers Scholarship Fund. choreographed 
Clinic. Friends, families and movements. Many of VCM's 
VCM alumni gathered to enjoy most talented singers were 
a magical evening of dinner. show- cased as soloists on 
dancing and music. popular Carmichael tunes like 

The cocktail hour began "Stardust" and "Georgia on My 
with music by the jazz band Mind." 
under the direction of Marc Ja- The VanderCook show 
coby. As old friends met and chOir. the Allegros. performed 
mingled. the Silent Auction after the Concert Choir. Many 
items tempted many a guest. in the audience had not seen 
When dinner was the Allegros be-
seIVed. Master of fore. and were 
Ceremonies Floyd engrossed by 
Hendricks (the Di- the show choir's 
rector of Admis- choreographed 
sions) introduced songs. A small 
President Rose- dance ensemble 
anne Rosenthal from within the 
and the directors Allegros also 
of the evening's performed to 
ensembles. Fresh- "Oye Como Va" 
man Frank Men- VCM Alumnus Dave AIDe and his wife were accompanied by 
zies kept the some of the many who took advantage qf the the jazz band 
g t t rt in d dance music played by the Jazz Band at the Th . ues s en e a e Cabaret. e jazz 
with piano music band. the 32nd 
during dinner -- just one part Street Hit Men. rounded out 
the evening's continuous musi- the evening with entertaining 
cal performances. music and some outstanding 

student performances. They 
had won their division at the 
Western Illinois University Jazz 
Festival the week before. and 
this was a wonderful opportuni
ty for them to share their 
award -winning performance 
with the alumni and friends of 
VanderCook. After dessert they 
played dance music from differ
ent eras. Many danced until 
the band stopped. and many 
more could have danced 'till 
dawn. 

The Great Teachers Scholar
ship Fund Cabaret Benefit was 
a great success -- an enjoyable 

The evening ended with dance music per
formed. by the 32nd Street Hit Men. 

evening support- ing a great 
cause. This year's Cabaret 
made such a positive impres
Sion on those who attended that 
next year's event promises to be 
a sellout. Plan for it now. and 
see you next year! 

Note: Thank you to all who were 
unable to attend but sent dona
tions to the Scholarship Fund. • 



Joseph W. Searle, Jr. a faculty profile 
by Kathryn Cargill 

I had heard of and certainly seen Undergraduate Dean 
Searle many times in the three years he has graced Vander
Cook's halls, but I really didn't know the man at all. It was a 
pleasure to interview him and learn first
hand all about Joe -- the man and his music. 

He grew up in a military family and 
traveled the country during his boyhood. At 
nine years of age his family settled in Geor
gia where he attended Albany Jr. College, 
studying with VanderCook graduate Dale 
Grabill. Joseph is fond of saying he's a third 
generation VanderCook graduate, since Gra
bill studied with Clifford Lillya and William 
Revelli. 

Joseph later received his Bachelor of 
Music degree at Berry College in Rome, 
Georgia, and played in the band directed by 
Jim Clark, another VanderCook Alumnus. 
While teaching concert bands, jazz ensembles, choirs, music 
theory classes, marching bands and beginners (whew!) at sev
eral Georgia schools, Joseph found time to complete his 
M.M.Ed. at, where else, VanderCook College of Music. Jo
seph Searle finished his doctoral degree at the University of 
Michigan in 1985, having taught as a graduate assistant. He 
went on to accept an Assistant Professorship at Shenandoah 

When I asked him what the best thing was about his job, he 
responded with a lengthy discussion about his Monday post
student-teaching conferences. Juniors at VanderCook spend 
Mondays involved with an in-depth hands-on teaching expe
rience. Many elect to teach at nearby Stephen A. Douglas 

Community Academy (grades 1-8) at which Dr. 
Searle has set up a "lab school" for VanderCook 
students. He observes them and afterwards con
ducts a post-teaching conference, thereby provid
ing them with immediate feedback on the day's 
activities while shaping the student's teaching 
techniques. 

When asked about hobbies, Dr. Searle went 
into a lengthy discussion about the "Mac" (Mac
intosh) computer. Let's just say that Joseph is 
devoted to his Macintosh and its applications to 
music teaching and composition. He also sings 
in the Moody Church choir, enjoys golf, and 

, hopes to begin playing racketball soon. 
Joseph describes his goals for Vander

Cook's future as constantly finding practical, efficient ways 
of administrating. These include total computerization of 
the school, pre-registering of undergraduate and graduate 
students, putting the curriculum on a rotating basis, and 
maximizing people resources. 

1'----- -eoUege--alid COllse} vatory-in--winc'hesrer,-Virginm;-b'ctbYe-

When I asked Joseph why he had wanted to come to 
VanderCook, he admitted that while at Michigan he had 
wri tt:en-a-paper-describing-one-of- his-personal goals- as 
"wishing to teach one day at an institution like VanderCook. 
It's so open. There's no place like it." 
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coming back to VanderCook in 1988. 
Dr. Searle is presently finishing his third year as Dean of 

the Undergraduate and Graduate Divisions, Associate Profes
sor of Music Education and Director of Student Teaching. 

Joseph Searle, the man with just the right amount of 
creativity and practicality -- we're very glad you're here! • 

VCM Update: 
It's been a busy few months at 

the College. Our students, besides 
the usual activities of tests, compre
hensive exams, and practicing have 
been displaying their talents to 
many enthusiastic audiences. 

In February the VCM Jazz 
Band, the 32nd Street Hit Men, cap
tured the first place title in their di
vision at the Western Illinois Jazz 
Festival. VCM students Aubrey 
Rivers, Frank Menzies and Phil 
Crews each won individual awards 
for their parts in the performance. 

On February 17 the VCM 
Show Choir the Allegros were part 
of a fundraising effort in Elmhurst. 
The benefit concert was to help 
raise money for a bone marrow 
transplant for an Elmhurst boy 
with leukemia. 

The Concert Choir, made up of 
the entire student body, sang at the 
Daley Center on February 28 as part 
of the city's salute to Black History 
Month. About 250 people stopped 
to listen or brought their lunches as 
the group performed traditional 
American music. 

VCM director Roger Rocco was 
a judge for a band competition host
ed by VanGrad Mike Medonia 
(MMEd '90). The contest ended 
with a performance by the Vander
Cook Symphonic Band. 

March got off to a great start 
with fantastic performances .by the 
Jazz Band and Allegros at the Caba
ret. The next week the two groups 
went on tour to the St. Louis area, 
where they received standing ova
tions at almost every school. Our 
students made strong impressions 
on many of the youngsters -- some 

of them even asked our perform
ers for their au to graphs! 

As we headed into the 
months of recitals, warm weather, 
finals and graduation expecta
tions, our groups finished the year 
with some outstanding perfor~ 

mances. On April 15 the Sym
phonic Band performed "Of Sail
ors and Whales" as part of the 
opening activities at the Shedd 
Aquarium Oceanarium. About 
1,000 local politicians and busi
ness leaders were in attendance. 
The piece, by composer Francis 
McBeth, was performed by the 
band as part of December's pro
gram at the Mid-West Clinic. 

Play Ball! This is baseball 
weather and VanderCookies were 
proud to be a part of two perfor-

(continued on page 6) 
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The Life and Times of H.E. Nutt an excerpt 
by George Barich 

This is the second in a se
ries oj excerpts from the book 
The Lives ofH.E. Nutt and Ho
ward woos. Co-Founders oftbe 
Mid-West National BWld Wld 
Orchestra Clinic. by George Bo
rich. In this article, Dr. Borich 
traces H.E.'s roots Wld some oj 
the early influences which 
helped Jorge his strong person
ality Wld character. 

Hubert Estel Nutt was 
born on December 22, 1897, 
on a farm in Harrison Town
ship. Pulaski County. India
na. near the county seat of 
Winamac. approximately fifty 
miles southwest of South 
Bend. The first born to Hu
bert Wilbur and Ella Rigdon 
Nutt. his name was listed 
both as H.E. Nutt. the name 
by which he was to become 
best known throughout his 
life and career. and the more 
formal Hubert Estel. A 
brother. Donald Franklin. 
was born on August 31. 
1901. completing the family 
unit. 

H.E.·s home area was 
created in March. 1841. and 
dates back to the days of the 
Indian fighter-politician. Wil
liam Heruy Harrison. for 
whom it was named. Pulaski 
County was organized even 
earlier when. on May 6. 
1839. a group of settlers met 
in a log cabin near what was 
to become the site of Wina
mac. then. as now. the offi
cial "seat of Justice." The 
county's name was taken in 
honor of Casimir Pulaski. 
American Revolutionary War 
hero. and the town's name 
celebrates the Indian warrior. 
Winamac. 

The adaptation of heroic 
warriors' names by the early 
leaders of Winamac to identi
fy geographic areas provides 
an indication of the rugged
ness and accomplishment or
ientation of those people. 
This pioneering Anglo-Saxon 
stock had come to Indiana 

via the eastern seaboard and 
Ohio in the first wave of set
tlement from 1838 to 1841 
and have been deSCribed as 
men and women "".of untir
ing energy and courage. tri
umphal over all the opposing 
forces to a successful life." 
Nurtured in the isolation of 
the frontier, these qualities 
solidified and apparently were 
passed on to later genera
tions' transformed somewhat 
by time and circumstance. 

The basic. fundamental, 
and conservative tenets of the 
Winamac type of the Ameri
can credo became a part of 
H.E. 's later adult character in 

... he would liken his con
cept of philanthropy to 
Andrew Carnegie's which 
permitted charity as long 
as it did not "undermine 
initiative and self
reliance ... " 

rather pronounced ways. For 
example, he would liken his 
concept of philanthropy to 
Andrew Carnegie's which per
mitted charity as long as it 
did not "".undermine initia
tive and self-reliance." and to 
"despise anything which did." 

Similar other qualities 
that H.E. would manifest 
would stem not only from the 
value climate of his environ
ment and upbringing. but 
also from his ancestral line of 
Scotch-Irish-English immi
grants who first came to this 
country in 1635. "".touched 
with Fire and constantly in 
pursuit of worthwhile things 
to do for people and SOCiety." 
whose descendents developed 
through the decades into 
"".being ardent Republicans. 
& agin' the Democratic ad
ministrations." It was clear 
that H.E. 's personal charac
teristics and philosophic 
thought took on such pat
terns which began in the bed-

rock traditions of Winamac. 
Indiana. 

Hubert E. Nutt's actual 
number of years spent on a 
farm were less than ten, but 
they were of great influence 
on his life and career. His 
respect and devotion for the 
independent beliefs and 
ideals of the farmer. as well 
as his love for farming and 
the rustic outdoors were 
nurtured in the rural Wina
mac setting particularly by 
his father. who was then a 
farmer. and his paternal 
grandfather. who operated a 
blacksmithing shop in addi
tion to farming. Of the lat
ter. H.E. would remember: 

"He was a strong. sturdy in
dividualist who had a black
smith shop across the road 
from home, and I spent quite 
a little time over there as 
soon as I was big enough. I 
used to pump the bellows for 
him while he was heating 
metal. He was a kind of self
reliant. self-made person. 
and I grew up with that. I'm 
still that way. I don't like 
people to help me too much -
- which is the trouble with 
our welfare system today. I 
worked and taught when I 
felt I wasn't gonna make it 
through the day, but I did." 

Those oj us who were so 
Jortunate to know H.E. as the 
remarkable teacher and per
son he was will undoubtedly 
link many personal Wld in
spiring reminiscences to this 
background sketch. Truly, he 
was a unique man who lived 
his life with great purpose 
andJuUness. 

--Dr. George Borich 

For infonnatlon on how to ob
tain Dr. Borich's book, please 
contact Music Education Asso
ciates, Box 147, Lake Forest. IL. 
60045. • 
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Alumni Networking: A Donation That Costs Nothing 
by Floyd R. Hendricks 
Director of Admissions 

Networking has become a very 
popular word these days. Businesses, 
politicians, and even phone companies 
talk about networking and how it can 
improve their resources and productiv
ity. What these people are "discover
ing" is something that VanderCook 
has known for a long time -- that net
working is a successful and efficient 
way to get results. For years, Vander
Cook relied entirely on networking for 
the recruitment of students. Chances 
are good that you were recruited 
through networking. But the last few 
years this network of personal recom
mendations has fallen off. The time is 
now for the VanderCook network to 
be rebuilt, with you as an important 
link. Your efforts will have many 
benefits for VanderCook, cost very lit
tle, and could make a long-lasting im
pact on our school. 

As you well know, VanderCook 
is always looking for young, talented 

is practically impossible to market 
VanderCook College of Music to pros
pective students without the help of 
you, our strongest and most effective 
recruiters. 

What can you do? Throughout 
the year we approach you "with hat in 
hand" for donations to the College. I 
am sure that some of you probably 
think that our request for funds is un
ending. These donations are very im
portant to the College; generous alum
ni and friends send thousands of 
much-needed dollars to us each year. 
But it is a donation of a different kind, 
a donation that costs no money, that I 
am asking. of you. I am asking for the 
donation of a student. 

preparation curriculum. 
Next, call and tell us about this 

student. I would like to send them ad
ditional information concerning the 
school, financial aid and admissions. 
We both can then keep in touch with 
this young person and continue to en
courage him about VanderCook. Just 
think of the prospect of 50 Vander
Cookies contributing one student each 
year -- the results would be stagger
ing, but it would be a wonderful prob
lem to have. 

Let's put this donation into dol- . 
lars and cents: if one VanderCook 
Alum sends us one student who gradu
ates after four years, it is a "donation" 
of $32,000 to VanderCook College of 
Music (based on a tuition and fees fig
ure of $8000 per year). That makes 
the alum a "major donor" to the 
school, and costs the alum nothing but 
some time with the student. 

Can we count on you? I hope so. 
lf you would like to help, please call 

me at 1-800-448-2655. I will send 
you materials about VanderCook so 

---"students. The search is unending -- it 
goes on every day of the year. At 
present, there is a small "force" of 
VanderCook personnel that do this re
cruiting. We need additional help! It 

My reason for turning to you is 
this: most of you are teaching music in 
the schools throughout the country. 
You have an influence on a great many 
students throughout the year, whether 
in large group rehearsals, private les
sons, or just personal contact. A pros
pective VanderCook student may even 
live next door to you. When you meet 
these-students;-please talk to them 
about VanderCook; instill interest in 
them about enrolling as an undergradu
ate music education major; make 
them aware of our unique teacher 

mar you can slrare-them-with the-stu-- -
dents. Please consider this special 
type of donation to VanderCook Col-
lege -- I would like the opportunity of 
working with you. • 
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Alumni Membership Dues Are Due 

Attached to your VanGuard is the 1991 annual Alumni Association Dues letter. Through your memb~rship, you 
can help to pay for the VanGuard, the annual Mid-West Alumni Social Hour, and provide start-up funds for pro
jects which aid VanderCook in its recruitment and fundraising efforts. If you would like to join the VanderCook 
Alumni Association, please fill out the enclosed form, attach your dues ($20 for individual alumni, $30 for alumni 
couples) and put it in the mail to VanderCook. The following alumni have already paid their dues. A complete list' 
of the members will be published in the fall 1991 issue of the VanGuard. 

David Allie 
Joseph Amoruso 
Joseph Barfield 
Bessie Barnes 
George Borich 
Alfonso Cardenas 
Kathy Cargill 
Larry Douglas 
Mike Eagan 
Perry L. Elliott 
MaryJo Feld 
Guy Foreman 
Robert Geiger 
Dennis Gibbons 

Nancy J. Gregg 
C.R Hackney 
Wesley M. Hausken 
Robert Hoeflinger 
Steven Humphrey 
Ronald C. Knoener 
Kathleen (McCarthy) Krepel 
Gary Kuechenberg 
Barry J. Lauritzen 
John & Deborah Marshall 
Carol N endza 
Nancy Planting a 
James M. Rajchel 
Eileen Rossetti 

James R Sawyer 
Michael Schleicher 
Lewis A Schmidt 
Jeffrey L. Taylor 
George Villacres 
William Webb 
David A Wells 
Warren & Donna Wirth 
Charles A. Young 

We apologize Jor any misspellings or 
oversights in recognizing the Alumni 
Association Members. • 



A letter to Alumni by Weldon Slater, MMEd '75 
I recently visited VanderCook 

with three prospective students 
from by school. To say that we had 
a wonderful experience would be 
an understatement. Although the 
only faces that you could recognize 
from the days when I completed by 
graduate degree experience are pic
tures hanging on the wall, the mag
ic and excitement of learning re
mains as strong as ever. 

After a brief meeting with the 
administration, my band students 
started sitting in classes around the 
building. Re-introducing myself to 
the padded bench by the front 
door, I sat and relived many of the 
fantastic experiences that I was 
privileged to while at VCM. 

Soon a group of undergradu
ates formed around me and I felt 
my years slip away as stories about 

recent events unfolded. Through
out the day I met group after group 
of the finest and most dedicated 
young people that I have ever visit
ed with. 

As the saying goes "with each 
sunny day a little rain must fall," a 
few drops fell on me this day. Of 
the more than 25 undergraduates 
that talked with me, only three 
were products of VCM alumni, and 
those were all former members of 
my bands! 

Like many other grad students, 
I came to VCM to catch up on all 
too many things I missed while an 
undergraduate at another "big 
name" university. Had I not filled 
in the many educational cavities at 
VCM, I doubt that I would be in 
music education today. 

The faculty at VCM is doing a 

better job, than ever, today! Don't 
believe what you hear -- visit! And 
don't wait until you retire to return 
to South Michigan Avenue -- do it 
this summer! 

If alumni from other fine uni
versity music departments are 
sending their music education stu
dents at VCM, why aren't you? I'd 
much rather see my former stu
dents perform at Mid-West, under 
the direction of Roger Rocco, than 
marching on the field at a televised 
bowl game. We know what music 
education should be all about, and 
VCM is the place to get that knowl
edge. 

I challenge you to give Vander
Cook College of Music the "gift that 
keeps on giving" ... a freshman in 
the fall. • 

VCM Recruitment Starts with VCM Teachings 
by Brian Beam 
President, VCM Alumni Association 

H.E.'s tape met, "Long Note, 
Strong Note," Wind and Song, 
H.E.'s Rhythm Card, Frosty's Crys
tal Ball Overture ... Sound familiar? 
Did you first hear about these at 
VanderCook? 

Chances are you didn't. Thou
sands of student musicians, includ
ing myself, heard about concepts 
such as these from our grade 
school, junior high, or high school 
band director who graduated from 
VanderCook. I knew about Van
derCook years before I entered its 
front doors because of VCM's alum
ni. The entire instrumental music 
program at Lexington, Ohio, was 
introduced to VanderCook by our 
band director, David Wells. He 
was excited about the school and 
we knew it. I'm sure many Vander
Cook alumni would never have 
come to VanderCook had it not 
been for the recruiting efforts of our 
former directors. Don't your prom
ising and talented students deserve 

the same efforts from you? 
I couldn't wait to start college 

because I already knew the school. 
It has always been this way. Van
derCook's best admissions direc
tors, the alumni, are scattered 
across the continent. When was the 
last time you mentioned Vander
Cook in your teaching? Would 
your students recognize the name if 
they heard it? 

Since I've been on the Alumni 
Board, and most recently, the Board 
of Trustees, there has been a very 
noticeable positive change in the at
titude about the school. Although 
President Rosenthal has been the 
catalyst, many people have contrib
uted to the life at VCM. 

With the hard work of Kathy 
Cargill, Nancy Plantinga and Steve 
and Ann Betz, the Al umni Associa
tion collected over $1,000 for the 
Gteat Teachers Scholarship Fund 
during the Cabaret last March. The 
Board of Trustees has increased its 
size to 17 members, including five 
VanderCook Alumni. The adminis
tration and faculty continue to 

work tirelessly providing the in
struction and direction necessary to 
give its undergraduates and gradu
ates the training to be successful 
teachers. This great surge, howev
er, will not be complete without 
you, our "Directors of Admission." 
If your VanderCook education is 
important to you, isn't it also im
portant to your students? 

It's not hard to mention Van
derCook to your students and to 
get them excited about all the won
derful things the school has to of
fer. You, as one who has had the 
VanderCook experience, are the 
most qualified and influential per
son to recommend the school. Be a 
"Director of Admission" and send 
your students to VanderCook. Let 
them have the same great educa
tional experience that you did. 
Sending a student to VanderCook 
is a donation to the College that 
lasts a lifetime. Give a gift to both 
the school and your students -- rec
ommend VanderCook College for 
the best in music education. • 
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VCMUpdate 
continued from page 2 

mances of the National Anthem in 
the new Comisky Park. On April 
20 some members of the band were 
part of a mass band playing the 
Star Spangled Banner, and on April 
26 the choir sang the National An
them. 

On Sunday, May 12, we held a 
Farewell Concert to recognize this 
year's graduating seniors. Short bi
ographies of the soon-to-be gradu
ates were read, and each was pre
sented with a plaque commem
orating the event. The band, choir 
and jazz band each gave a short 
performance. What a nice way to 
spend Mother's Day! 

As you can see, many wonder
ful things have been happening at 
VanderCook College. Now, as we 
gear up for the summer session, 
we are expecting a large graduate 
enrollment and a good summer for 
the week-long courses. If you're in 
the area, please stop by and see 
what we're doing! When was the 
last time you were at VanderCook 

,..,----iP-..th..ge? -0rrft:rlyT8at 7:00-p.m. the -
Summer Session Band will hold a 
concert at the school. Stop by, see 
us, and take a look at all the won
derful things we're doing now! • 

3209 S. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60616-3886 

Class Notes 

Sharon Cooper, BMEd '66, writes 
that her oldest son, Tom Cooper Jr., 
graduated from Kelloge Community 
College in Battle Creek, Michigan. 
Even though this is only his second 
semester of his sophomore year, he 
is now attending Western Michigan 
University as a junior. He is major
ing in English and Theater. "I am 
very proud of him!" Sharon writes. 

Larry Douglas~MMEd '64, per
formed "Bride of the Waves" (by 
Herbert L. Clarke) on euphonium 
last August with the Bath Municipal 
Band. 

Milt Potter, MMEd '62, is retired, 
but is directing two bands: a British 
Brass band, and the local community 
band. He says that these things keep 
him busy, and are always "great 
fun!" 

Marilyn Jorgensen, MMEd '62, was 
recently the recipient of the Thomas 
and Violet Zapara Excellence in 
Teaching award. The award recog
nizes competence in teaching, con
cern for students, spiritual credibili
ty, professional development and 
participation, and involvement in 
church and community activities. 
Candidates for the $1,000 award are 
nominated by the school administra
tors, fellow teachers, school board 
members, and the final decision is 
made by the Board of Education. 
The award is sponsored by the Sev
enth Day Adventist Educational Sys
tem in Sandpoint, Idaho. 

Marilyn writes that she often tells 
her instrumental students to "hold 
still and fill out the hom" as H.E. 
Nutt taught. With the motto "results, 
not excuses" in her classroom, her 
VanderCook learning helps her stu
dents strive for their musical poten-
tial. Congratulations, Marilyn! • 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 

to Kathy Cargill, Nancy Plantmga, Steve & Ann Betz, Brian Beam, 
and all those who donated items 

for the Cabaret's Silent Auction and Raffle. 
You really helped to make the evening a success! 
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