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Commencement 1990 

Top Row: Clifford Lillya is hooded by Dean Joseph 
Searle as PresidenJ Roseanne RosenJhal announces 
his degree. Next: Forrest "Frosty" Buchtel looks at a 
CommencemenJ program before the awarding of his 
degree. Second Row: Dr. William Revelli accepts 
his eighth honorary doctorate from PresidenJ Rosen
thal and his former studenJ Floyd Hendricks, who is 
VCM 's Director of Admissions. Next: Dr. Walter 
McCrone, PresidenJ of the Board of Directors. Next: 
Merle Isaac accepts his degree from PresidenJ Rosen
thal. Left: Roger Rocco conducted the Sympohonic 
Band in a musical tribute for each of the six honorary 
doctors. Above: Victor Zajec is hooded by Dean 
Searle and Floyd Hendricks as Dr. RosenJhal an
nounces his degree. Bottom left: CommencemenJ 
speaker Forrest Buchtel,lr. 

Commencement exercises were held 
for the 1990 B.M.Ed. and M.M.Ed. 
classes on Friday, July 27, at one p.m. 
in the ballroom of Hermann Hall. For
ty-one masters candidates and eleven 
undergraduates received their degrees. 

Brass ensembles, under the direction 
of faculty member Roger Rocco, 
played while the audience was seated. 
The program began with a welcoming 
address by President Roseanne Rosen
thal, followed by a short performance 
by the Concert Choir. 

The commencement speaker was 
Forrest Buchtel, Jr., friend of the 
school, son of Forrest "Frosty" Buch
tel, Sr., and musician in the Chicago
land area. Commencement addresses 
were also given by undergraduate vale
dictorian Wee Ling Sim and graduate 
class president Paul Boelkins. 
M.M.Ed. class vice-president Amy Sur
rette presented the College with their 
class gift of close to $1,000 for the 
Great Teachers Scholarship Fund. 

This year during commencement, 
six honorary doctorates were awarded 
to outstanding VanderCook alumni: 
Forrest Buchtel, Sr., Merle Isaac, Clif
ford P. Lillya, Dr. William Revelli, and 
Victor Zajec (see page 4). Each was 
presented with his degree by Dr. Walter 
McCrone, Chairman of the College's 
Board of Directors. The Symphonic 
Band, under the direction of Roger 
Rocco, played a number requested by 
each recipient after the awarding of his 
degree. 

Commencement ended with a choral 
benediction and a reception for all grad
uates and their families. Congratula
tions to our recent grads! • 



Profile: 
Hayslett, Gelsomino 
New Members 
of the Board of Directors 

Dennis Hayslett, M.M.Ed. '81, has 
long been active with the VanderCook 
Alumni Board, of which he was presi
dent for three years. Currently he is 
working on his doctoral dissertation at 
Kent State University. He is also co
director of their marching band and an 
instructor in instrumental methods. Be
fore coming to Kent State, Hayslett was 
the Director of Bands at Stow High 
School in Stow, Ohio, and the South
east Local Schools, also in Ohio. Mr. 
Hayslett has been honored with the 
NBA Citation of Excellence and the 
ASBDA Stanbury Award for Young 
Band Directors. 

John (Jack) Gelsomino received 
his bachelors degree in music education 
as well as his masters degrees in music 
education, and educational administra
tion and supervision from DePaul Uni
versity in Chicago. He has been active 
in the Chicagoland community for 
many years in such organizations as 
the Southwest Region of the American 
Cancer Society, the Archer Road Kiwa
nis, the Brighton Park Chamber of 
Commerce, the DePaul University 
Alumni Association Board of Direc
tors, and the Southwest Area Cultural 
Arts Council, to name a few. Current
ly, Gelsomino is an assistant principal 
at Kelly High School in Chicago, and is 
a field supervisor and part-time instruc
tor with the Roosevelt University Grad
uate School of Education. • 

Thank you! 

Virgil Hicks 

for all your help 
with the VCM 

computer system 

VCM Receives $14,800 Computer Grant 
On July 17, 1990 VCM received 

$14,800 from the McConnick Charita
ble Trust to help begin an Electronic 
Music Center. VanderCook will pur
chase four new Macintosh computers, 
three synthesizer keyboards, and soft
ware. 

The computer music center will 
help students with music theory and 
ear-training as well as composition and 
arranging. Beyond the more standard 
areas of study, increased practice with 
jazz and synthesizer music will not 
only make these computer stations edu
cational, but fun, and will help Vander
Cook to stay abreast of new technology 
in music. These computers will also 
help students increase their computer 
literacy and prepare them for using 
computers in the field of music educa
tion. 

Undergraduate students with diffi
culties in reading, writing, and mathe
matics can also be helped by these 

computers through the use of remedial 
software. And eventually, VCM hopes 
to build an educational software library 
to allow students and music teachers in 
the Chicagoland area to preview soft
ware and detennine what will best fit 
their needs. 

The computers, besides being useful 
to the undergraduate students, will also 
help defer some of the costs of the 
MECA summer and Saturday classes. 
The computer classes are highly suc
cessful, and owning more computers 
will help decrease the rental and trans
portation costs that VanderCook cur
rently must pay to hold these classes. 

Because of the McConnick Charita
ble Trust's generosity, VanderCook stu
dents now will be better prepared than 
ever for their roles as music educators. 
VanderCook has budgeted for the addi
tion of two computers during this fiscal 
year, and eventually hopes to build this 
number to fifteen. • 

Great Teachers Scholarship Fund 
Smart Financial Planning for Undergraduates 

This summer you should have re
ceived information about the Great 
Teachers Scholarship Fund. This fund 
is designed as a trust, with the interest 
from donations being used for scholar
ships. VCM has a tradition of out
standing teachers such as H.E. Nutt, 
John Beckerman, and Haskell Harr to 
name a few. Many have donated in 
honor of these great teachers who 
helped so many to become great teach
ers as well. 

Currently, VanderCook students 
pay $46,008 in room, board, and tui
tion for four years of school. This trust 
will enable the College to increase the 
amount of scholarship money availa
ble, making VanderCook more finan
cially competitive with other schools. 

Support for this fund has been high, 
with the direct mailing and the phone-

a-thon raising over $2,500. The 1990 
M.M.Ed class also donated close to 
$1,000 to the fund as their class gift. 
The faculty and staff have also been 
supportive by donating time for the 
phone-a-thon. 

Since this fund is designed as a 
trust, a donation to it continues to help 
at least one student each year. Even a . 
small donation can help make the dif 
ference for a student who would other 
wise have to drop out of VCM for fi 
nancial reasons. Donors as of July 20 
were recognized in the graduation pro 
gram Thank-you to Steve and Ann 
Betz for their donation, which was in 
advertently left off the program. 
Thank-you also to all who have sup 
ported this fund, and have helped to 
make a difference to the students at 
VanderCook. • 

4 



VanderCook 
College of Music--------, 
Alumni Association 
320:; South Michigan Avenue , Chicago, Illinois 60616 (312) 225-6288 

YOUR ASSOCIATION NEEDS YOU --1990 DUES ARE DUE 

The Alumni Board wants to remind you that VCM needs a strong, quality Alumni 
Association. No one can "sell" the VCM experience to people in our communities 
better than you, a VCM graduate. We, the VCM graduates, are living witnesses to 
the quality of a VanderCook education. And remember, your fellow graduates who 
serve on the Alumni Board of Directors are representing your interests in Music Edu
cation. So get involved, membership is aimed at making their voice (your voice) 
even stronger. Give your support. 

VANDERCOOK COLLEGE OF MUSIC 
1990 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

I wish to support my Alumni Association and enclose my check of $20 for full mem
bership ($30 for alumni couples) in the VanderCook College of Music Alumni Associ
ation. 

Name 
~----

Degree(s) earned from VCM? 0 B.M.Ed. 0 M.M.Ed Year(s) graduated? __ _ 

Home Address 

City/State/Zip Home Phone 

Is this a new home address? 0 Yes 0 No 

Employer Your title 

Work Address 

Work City/State/Zip Work Phone 

Please list any awards, honors, or achievements you would like to share with us (fes
tival ratings, citations, competitions, local teacher honors, etc.) 

Make check payable to VanderCook College of Music Alumni Association and return 
with this questionnaire to: Alumni Affairs, c/o VanderCook College, 3209 S. Michi
gan Ave., Chicago, IL 60616. Your dues payment is tax deductible to the full extent 
of the law. Thank you. 

If you have questions or concerns you would like to share with the Alumni Board, 
please write: Brian Beam, 1990 Alumni Board President, 14738 Indiana, Apt. 2N, 
Dolton, Illinois 60419 

Pride In The Past. 
Achieving In The Present. 
Planning For The Future . 

ALUMNI BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS 

OFFICERS 

President 
Brian Beam, Illinois 

President-Elect 
Ann Betz, Illinois 

Immediate Past President 
Dennis Hayslett, Ohio 

Executive/Financial Sec'y 
Carol Hutchison, Illinois 

Recording Secretary 
John Marshall, Indiana 

DIRECTORS 

David Allie, Illinois 

Arthur Beckman, Indiana 

George Borich, Illinois 

Kathryn Cargill, Illinois 

B.J. Dunlap, Illinois 

Michael Eagan, Georgia 

George Hattendorf, Indiana 

Gary Kuechenberg, Illinois 

Brian Logan, Illinois 

Mike Schleicher, Minnesota 

Robert Vezzetti, Texas 

Donna Wirth, Wisconsin 

Have you discussed VanderCook College with a prospective student recently? 



Honorary Doctorate Recipients, 1990--The following men, all VanderCook Alumni, received 
honorary doctorate degrees at the Commencement Ceremony on July 27, 1990. 

Forrest Buchtel, Sr., affectionately 
known as "Frosty," earned both bachelors 
and masters degrees from VanderCook 
College, studying with such VanderCook 
greats as H.A. VanderCook and H.E. Nutt. 
He has written 800 instrumental solos and 
ensembles, 30 sets of band books, 30 
marches and 30 overtures, receiving numer
ous awards for his work. Mr. Buchtel 
taught classes in arranging and harmony as 
well as brass methods during his 50-year 
tenure at VanderCook College. 

Merle Isaac is probably best known 
for his significant contributions to band and 
orchestra literature; he is the author of the 
most widely used string method in the 
world. He has been honored with distin
guished service awards from the American 
Society of Composers Authors and Publish
ers, the American String Teachers Associa
tion, the National School Orchestra Associ
ation, the Mid-West International Band and 
Orchestra Clinic, and the VanderCook 

College of Music Alumni Association. 

'VE,~e~!QQk 
3209 S. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago,IL 60616 

Mr. Isaac is also a lifetime member of the 
VanderCook Board of Directors. 

Clifford P. Lillya earned his bache
lors degree from VanderCook College. 
Now retired, he was Chairman of the Wind 
and Percussion Department and Professor 
of Music for trumpet at the University of 
Michigan. He has also published several 
transcriptions for band. In 1989 he received 
the Edwin Franko Goldman Citation from 
the American Bandmaster's Association for 
his contributions to bands and band music 
in the United States. Mr. Lillya has also 
been active with the Trumpet Guild as a 
Vice President and a member of its Board 
of Directors. 

Victor Zajec received both his bache
lors and masters degrees from VanderCook 
College of Music. He is a professor emeri
tus and the former director of bands at Van
derCook' and has studied under each of the 
other honorary doctorate recipients during 
his musical career. Currently he is a mem
ber of the Mid-West International Band 

and Orchestra Clinic Board of Directors 
and the American Bandmasters Association. 
He has received the VanderCook College 

Alumni Association "Citation for Distin
guished Service," and is a charter member 
of the Phi Mu Alpha Bandmasters Hall of 
Fame. 

Dr. William Revelli received both his 
bachelors and masters degrees from Vander
Cook. He is a past president of the prestig
ious American Bandmaster's Association, 
founder and honorary life president of the 
College Band Directors National Associa
tion, and honorary life president of Kappa 
Kappa Psi music fraternity. Dr. Revelli was 
the first college band director to be elected 
to the Hall of Fame of Distinguished Band 
Conductors, and has received seven other 
honorary doctorates. During his tenure at 
the University of Michigan, he was Director 
of Bands and Chairman of the Wind Instru
ment Department, and received the Univer
sity of Michigan distinguished faculty 
award. • 
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