
VanderCook College of Music 

President Addresses Alumni Association 
at Midwest Clinic 

For the past eight 
years, I have given a 
brief message on high
lights that have accent
ed the previous college 
year as well as current 
events. These brief 
chats are upbeat and in 
the spirit of a conven

tion. As usual, I will try to keep my com
ments brief, but I must be candid with you 
regarding a pressing concern that I and the 
faculty share. Namely, in the fall of 1986 
and 1987, our college experienced two weak 
freshmen undergraduate enrollments. (A 
weak enrollment is defined as anything less 
than 34 new students.) These weak fresh
men fall enrollments of '86 and '87 came to 
us as surprises and have resulted in two con
secutive fiscal year financial setbacks. 
They were surprises to us because since 
1980 the undergraduate enrollments were 
steadily rising and finally reached a peak of 
108 students in the fall of 1985. The gradu
al increases in undergraduate enrollment 
from 1980-1985 were also being enhanced 
by an emerging and very successful summer 
workshop program. All of this good fortune 
promised a stable future for the college. 

And then came the surprises. Increasing
ly, we have felt the negative financial ef
fects of these two years. The effects have 
caused cutbacks in payroll and placed a hold 
on needed equipment and building repairs. 
What we are talking about is the loss of half 
a million dollars over a four-year period. 
These losses have been inflated further by 
the increased costs of running a reputable 
college in a competitive dog-eat-dog, high
er education war for qualified music and mu
sic education majors among private- and 
state-run four-year colleges. 

This is most illustrated by the cost of 
granting scholarships to qualified entering 
freshmen, which have skyrocketed. In 
1979, VanderCook was granting roughly 
$2,500 worth of tuition waivers (i.e. schol
arships) to new freshmen; this year, 36 
freshmen entered VCM, and scholarship 
payout alone totaled $55,000 and there is 
no ceiling in sight for future recruitments. 
This is money that normally would go to
wards operating the college but doesn't. 

So is there good news? Yes. 
First, gift giving since 1980 to this year 

has risen 145% or roughly from $16,000 to 
$110,000. But still fundraising only ac
counts, at the present, for about 11 % of our 
total annual budget--an operating budget of 
approximately $1 million. There is a press
ing need to get that percentage up to 25%. 
Alumni and friends need to see the need for 
increased annual gift giving, and we, in re
turn, must do a better job of explaining our 
needs to our alumni and friends. 

Second, in 1983 we had approximately 
18 summer session workshop students en
rolled in a couple of courses. But dramati
cally, that has increased every summer 
since, with the summer of 1988 enrolling 
912 workshop students and grossing 
$300,000 for the college. Our summer ses
sion workshop program has become the 
largest of its kind in the United States and, 
in all honesty, has become a major source of 
income for the college, accounting for 33% 
of our revenue. What is even more gratify
ing, is that this program stands to grow sub
stantially larger by the summer of 1990. 
But in the meantime, VanderCook has to 
struggle in the here and now. 

Gift giving is increasing, the workshop 
program will increase, and during next 
year's Midwest Clinic, I can tell you more 
about those. Graduate enrollment has been 
steady and shows every sign of continuing 
that trend. But our number one source of 
alarm is of any further weak freshmen en
rollments, especially for 1989. 

We urge all of you, our alumni and 
friends, to send us students for this fall. We 
thank those of you who are already doing 
this. We have a fine curriculum, an excel
lent staff, competitive private college tui
tion, and generous scholarships and work
ship programs for qualified students. 

I don't want to close this meeting on 
alarm, but the situation is serious. Please 
refer a student for this fall. I promise you 
that he or she has the opportunity of receiv
ing a fine music education degree. And our 
placement rate is still 95%-100% annually. 
VanderCook's past was built on the success 
of our undergraduate and graduate degree pro
grams. And the success or failure of those 
programs will determine our future. 

Perform-a-thon 
1989 

On Friday, March 3, the first annual 
VanderCook National Perfonn-a-thon 
gets underway. The College will be 
making music from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Everyone is invited to come and per
fonn or listen. We are extending a 
special invitation to our alumni who 
might bring their bands to one of the 
two planned High School Band Coach
ing Sessions. Here is the schedule: 

9 am-10 am: Wind Ensemble 
10 am-ll am: Omni-Chorus 
11 am-12 am: High School Band 

Coaching Session 
12 noon-1:30 pm: Mega-Band 

Rehearsal 
1:30 pm-2:30 pm: High School 

Band Coaching Session 
2:30 pm-3:45 pm: Monster Jazz 

Band 
3:45 pm-7 pm: Solo's & Small 

Ensembles (15 min. time slots) 
7 pm-9 pm: Festival Concert 

(Brass Choir, Chorus, Wind 
Ensemble, Jazz Band) 

Intended as the second of three fund
raisers for the College, VanderCook 
has already raised over $2,000 in ads 
from corporations, local businesses, 
students, faculty, staff, and alumni. 
This amount doesn't count the funds 
we have raised in pledges for the time 
we will be perfonning. Pledge a dime 
a minute, a dollar an hour, sign up to 
perform between 3:45 and 7:00, or just 
come hear the music play. But join us 
for a great day of music making on 
March 3! 



Madden Award Winners 

For an outstanding VanderCook music educator 
who has taught for five years or less: 

Stacey Dunn, B.M.Ed. '83, Head Band 
Director at Perkins Intermediate School in 
Brownsville, TX, says he tries to teach his stu
dents that "By working extremely hard, you can 
be successful." And Stacey Dunn certainly has 
worked hard. In his first year at Perkins (a new 
junior high for grades 7-8), despite the fact that 
the kids had never played under the same direc
tor and despite the fact that only 21 of the 105 
members were eighth graders, the Perkins band 
placed number seven in the state of Texas, 
Class CC. Stacey gives credit to stressing the 
fundamentals, H.E.'s 8 teaching points, Super
visor of Music Bob Vezzetti ("makes every
thing run smooth"), and his Assistant Director 
William Owens ("a real hard worker"). 

James Kull, B.M.Ed. '83, is in his 
fourth year as band director at Champaign Cen
tral High School in Champaign, lllinois. The 
band has grown from 48 to 93 in that time, and 
Jim sure does keep them busy. He directs three 
groups: the marching, symphonic, and jazz 
bands--all award-winners. A definite high 
point for Jim was having his jazz band present 
a clinic concert at the 1987 Midwest Band & 
Orchestra Clinic. Jim has seen 15 All-State in
strumentalists come out of Champaign Central 
since he's been there. 

Dave Laniewski, B.M.Ed. '83, along 
with one other director, run the West Orange 
High School band program in Winter Garden, 
FL. Dave has 320 student contacts per day. 
Dave is doing something right. His symphon
ic band, jazz band, marching band, and color 

guard and dance corps are all superior-rated 
groups. They have earned over 200 superior 
ratings in solo and ensemble contest in the last 
two years. And Dave predicts "continued 
growth" for the program. What's Dave's basic 
philosophy? "What's important--kids and mu
sic. What's not important--trophies and win
ning competitions." 

Vanessa Stauffer, B.M.Ed. '83, repre
sents a total music educator. She teaches voice, 
orchestra (which she initiated at the school), 
and general music at Roncalli Middle School in 
Pueblo, Colorado, and is also responsible for 
organizing the first musical in 12 years there. 
Vocal participation has doubled since Vanessa 
arrived, and her instrumental groups are out
standing. Her groups are also very well repre
sented in the All-City Concert, in which partic
ipants are chosen by audition only. 

For a non·alumni who has given generously 
of time and resources: 

Harry Wenger is the former president of 
the Wenger Corporation, makers of quality mu
sic equipment for over 40 years. He was a band 
director in Owatonna, Minnesota, for 11 years. 
In that time, he kept coming up with ways of 
making the music equipment he was working 
with better. He wasn't just an "idea man" 
though, he also made the plans, manufactured 
the items, and marketed them himself at first 
Many of his ideas sold themselves, too. His 
son now carries on the family tradition. Harry 
Wenger has helped VanderCook immeasureably 
over the years. 

Ed Wolske is the president of Rubank Mu
sic Co. Rubank Music has published almost all 
the VanderCook method books. like his fa
ther-in-law before him, Ed Wolske has been a 

generous benefactor to the College. 
For a member of the Board of Trustees or 

Alumni Board who has made significant contri
butions to the College: 

Dr. Walter McCrone has been a member 
of the VanderCook Board of Trustees for 14 
years and its Chairman for five. He has a defi
nite soft spot where VanderCook is concerned. 
But then he has always had strong ties to our 
neighborhood. Formerly employed by the Ar
mour Research Foundation (later the lllinois In
stitute of Technology), his McCrone Research 
Institute is located just up the street at 2820 
South Michigan. And he is also Chairman of 
the Board at another neighborhood organiza
tion, Ada S. McKinley Community Services, a 
nonprofit agency which provides foster homes 
for troubled children. He is a generous soul and 
we thank him. 

An Undergraduate 
Christmas at Mercy Hospital 

VanderCook undergraduates and staff 
members caroled at Mercy this year, mak

ing a special stop at the pediatric ward. 

An Alumni Focus on ... Florence Petrik Lewis, B.M.Ed. '32 
In 1932, Florence Petrik Lewis became 
the first woman to graduate from Vander
Cook School of Music. Born in 1910, 
she grew up in a time when TV and radio 
were unknown, but her family owned a 
Victrola and plenty of records. "We had 
music all the time," said Florence in a re
cent interview. 

Fourteen years later, as Florence Petrik 
sat in the audience at Harrison Technical 
High School in Chicago, the Harrison 
High School Band played an inspiring 
concert. Florence joined the band as a 
cornetist. But her father wanted her to get 
the very best private lessons. 

Florence's father had played cornet in 
his family orchestra and had studied with 
A.F. Weldon. He had heard that H.A. Van
derCook had taken over the studio after 
A.F. Weldon's death, and so he took Flor
ence to meet Mr. VanderCook. 

For the next four years, Florence stud
ied with Mr. VanderCook. She remembers 
him as fatherly, proud, and always digni
fied. He had immediately replaced her cor
net with a silver-plated, gold-belled model 
known as the Conn "Victor." In addition 
to cornet, Mr. Van taught her conducting 
and arranging. 

In 1928, Florence graduated from high 
school. She wanted to attend the Vander 

Cook School of Music and be a bandmas
ter in the Chicago schools. But her father 
wanted instead to send her to Northwest
ern University. She went to Mr. Van, 
hoping he would talk Mr. Petrik into 
changing his mind, but when Mr. Van 
supported her father's decision, Florence 
said, "I laid down on their couch and 
cried." 

For the next year and a half, Florence 
attended Northwestern. Then in 1929, the 
stock market crashed, her father's photog
raphy studio suffered, and the family could 
no longer afford to send Florence to 
Northwestern. "I went back to Vander
Cook because I knew Van would help me. " 

As a VanderCook student, she studied 
with Mr. Van, John Beckerman, Ralph Le
wis, Haskell Harr, Clifford Lillya, and 
Dick Brittain. Her memories of H.E. Nutt 
are very clear. "He was a man who never 
was still ... He was a fanatic about the 
things he believed in and he was sold on 
Mr. Van. H.E. bent over backwards to 
show that a school was of benefit to Mr. 
Van." In short, Florence said, "H.E. made 
the school." 

After graduating, Florence married 
Ralph Lewis. She became the first woman 
to take the junior high certification test 
for band directors. She passed and started 

teaching in the Chicago Public Schools. 
But after a year, Chicago reorganized its 
schools, eliminating junior highs in the 
process and placing Florence in an ele
mentary school. She wasn't there long 
before Ralph got a job in Gary, Indiana. 
When they returned to Chicago a year lat
er, Florence took the job she would have 
for 10 years at an elementary school at 
Madison and Western. 

Florence was responsible for musical 
assemblies, the Christmas programs, 
playlets, and musical skits. At her next 
job at Talcot Elementary School (where 
Merle Isaac was the principal), she did 
much the same. Said Florence, "My Van
derCook training stood me in good stead" 
as she worked with grades 5-7. She was in 
the department of music and art there for 
20 years before she retired. Today she is 
an advanced amateur photographer (a love 
she picked up in the days of her father's 
studio), she paints, works with lapidary 
art and reads. 

Though it was unusual for a woman to 
be qualified to teach band in the mid-30's, 
she says she was never aware of being 
special. But Florence Petrik Lewis was 
definitely a first and very special lady at 
VanderCook. 
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V1989 Summer Courses for Music Educators 
June 12-16 Sessions 
• Sing, Dance, Play, Listen: A 
Guide for the Elementary Music Teach
er, K-6--Marilea Zajec 

• Contemporary Drill Design ~nd 
Charting Techniques for Marchmg 
Band--Bob Buckner, Julee Gilbert, 
Michael Cesario, Ward Durrett 

• Symposium I--Practical Solutions 
to Problems in Choral Music Educa
tion, 1989--Charlene Archibeque, 
B.R. Henson, Andre Thomas 

• Woodwinds for the Non-Woodwind 
Player--Dr. Joseph Searle 

• Instrument Repair--Victor Zajec 
• Brass for the Non-Brass Player-
Roger Rocco 

June 19-23 Sessions 
• Symposium II--Practical. Soluti?ns 
to Problems in School MUSIC Admm
istration, 1989--Marguerite Wilder, 
Steve Hoernemann, Charles Men
ghini, Judy Cooper, Larry Allen 

• The Steel Drum Experience: Music 
of the Caribbean for Music Educators-
Mark Smith and staff 

• Building a Quality Program for Jr. 
High Singers--Sa~dra C~lQpman . 
• Computer Use m MUSIC EducatIon 
Virgil Hicks 

• Basics of the Total Color Guard 
Program--Steve Brubaker 

June 26-30 Sessions 
• Symposium III--Practical Solutions 
to Problems in Music Education, 
1989--Howard Dunn, Barry Green, 
Allan McMurry, Dale Clevenger, 
Don Sinta, William Revelli 

• Symposium IV--String Forum for 
Music EducatorS--Dr. William L. 
Jones, Elizabeth Matesky, Dr. 
Anne Mischakoff, Gilda Barston, 
George Vance, Antonio J. Garcia 

• Organizing, Producing afl:d Direct
ing the Elem. and JHS MUSIcal & 
• Organizing, Producing ~nd Direct
ing the High School MUSICal--Lee 
Baygan, Larry Edwards •• , Lois 
Fiftal·, Ellis Hoffman, Bob 
Kelly, Gillian Lane-Plescia •• , 
Harvey Olsen, Stevie Rivers, 
Kim Trytten, Jeff Webb 

• MIDI-Music Instrument Digital In
terface for the Music Educator--Virgil 
Hicks 

• Design and Implementation of the 
Winter Guard Program--Steve 
Brubaker 

July 5-8 Session 
• Symposium V--A Celebration of 
the Tuba in Music Education--Roger 
Rocco, Brian Bowman, Larry 
Campbell, Dan Perantoni, 
Arnold Jacobs 

July 10-14 Sessions 
• Popular Choral Music & Choreog
raphy for High School Directors--Paul 
Salamunovich, John Rutter, 
Scott Foss, Roger Emerson, 
Eugene Butler, Gene and Audrey 
Grier 

• Sacred Choral Music Workshop-
Paul Salamunovich, John Rutter, 
Terry Kirkland, Eugene Butler, 
Gene and Audrey Grier 

• Teaching Music Through Learning 
Theory--Dr. Edwin Gordon 

• Rhythm Section Techniques in Jazz 
Education--Lou Fischer, Steve 
Houghton, Marvin Stamm, Kelly 
Sill Jack Mouse, Frank Dawson, 
Fr:nk Mantooth, John Kuzmich, 
Johnny Rinaldo 

July 17-21 Sessions 
• Instrumental Methods and Tech
niques Based on Music Learning Theo
ry--Richard Grunow 

• Managing Student Behavior and 
Structuring Successful Learning Exper
iences in Music--Dr. Judith Jelli
son, Dr. Robert Duke 

• Big Band Rehearsal Techniques-
Rob McConnell, Jean Aitken, 
Bill Dobbins, John Kuzmich, 
Johnny Rinaldo 

• Popular Choral Music & Choreog
raphy for Elementary/Junior High 
School Directors--Roger Emerson, 
Linda Spevacek, Scott Foss, Don 
Besig, Gene and Audrey Grier 

• Learning the Art of Handbell Ring
ing--Eugene Butler, Shirley 
Harden, Gene Grier, Douglas E. 
Wagner 

July 24-28 Sessions 
• Symposium VI~-Practi.cal Solu-. 
tions to Problems m MUSIC EducatIon, 
1989--Richard Anderson, Dr. Tim 
Lautzenheiser, Dr. Anne 
Mischakoff, Dr. Joel Wapnick, 
Dr. A lice B randfonbrenner 

• Sing, Sway, Play, Draw: A Guide 
for the Preschool Teacher--Julie 
Szymczyk and staff 

• Guitar for the Non-Guitarist-
Michael J. Miles 

July 24-28 cont. 
• "Hear Training" and Musicianship: 
An Application of the Kodaly Princi
ples to Elementary Music Education 
(Level One)--Tari Rubenstein, Ann 
C. Kay 

July 31-Aug. 4 Sessions 
• "Hear Training" and Musicianship: 
An Application of the Kodaly Princi
ples to Elementary Music Education 
(Level Two)--Tari Rubenstein, Ann 
C. Kay 

• Using Folk Dance to Enhance Your 
Music Program--Karin Gottier 

• Choral and Vocal Techniques for 
the Non-Vocalist--Stirling Culp 

• Big Band, Combo, and Recording 
Techniques for Music Educa~ors (to be 
held in Los Angeles) SpeCIal 
feature-olive recording session with 
two 24-track recording studios--Rob 
McConnell, Ed Soph, Johnny 
Rinaldo, John Kuzmich, Med 
Flory's Super Sax Ensemble 

• Percussion for the Non
Percussionist--George Hattendorf 

• Create and Celebrate (Integrating 
the Arts in Education)--Sylvia 
Wallach 

• Brass for the Non-Brass Player-
Roger Rocco 

• Piano for the Non-Pianist: Accom
panying Techniques for the "Weak and 
Rusty"--Margaret Nichols 

• Managing the Performing Arts-
Judith Allen 

Further Information 
• Participants in Symposium V will 
earn 3 semester hours of graduate cred
it. Participants in all other courses 
will receive 4 semester hours of gradu
ate credit per course. 
• Tuition is $75 per credit hour. 
• VanderCook has very reasonable 
room & board rates for out-of-towners. 
• VanderCook also has a summer 
M.M.Ed. program. 

* Teaching elem./jr. high level only 
** Teaching high school level only 

If you have any questions. 
please write or call: 

VanderCook College of Music 
3209 South Michigan Avenue 

Chicago. Illinois f:lJ616 
312/225-6288 

1---



AlumniQ&A 
These questions came to us from alumni of 
the college. We answered all objective 
questions. We did not answer subjective 
questions such as "How's the college do
ing?" Our hope is that in answering spe
cific questions about the college, you can 
answer the larger ones. 

Do we have an alumni directory? Not 
right now. Good news, though. The 
Alumni Reunion Committee has made the 
alumni directory a goal for the 1989 reun
ion to be held on June 24, 1989 (see arti
cle, Deja Vu--We Mean You!). They are 
looking for a few good VanderCookies to 
help put it together, if you're interested. 

How can a VanderCook alum find a job 
in music education? Each year, from April 
to August, VanderCook compiles a na
tionwide job listing of music education 
positions that are open. It is an extensive 
list which is available to VanderCook al
ums at a minimal subscription cost. If 
you are looking for a job between the 
months of September and March, you are 
welcome to come into the College to look 
through the file. 

Does VCM sell a class ring? No. How
ever, VCM does sell sweatshirts, sweat
pants, and running shorts with the Van
derCook name. 

Are we still using the old VanderCook 
philosophy and II.E. materials? VCM is 
its philosophy, i.e. H.E.'s philosophy. 
His dedication to simplicity and practical
ity in music education form the foundation 
of the College. And they are the basis for 
our reputation. 

In answer to the question, H.E.'s eight 
teaching points continue to be taught by 
Victor Zajec in H.E. Pedagogy. In addi
tion, Dick Brittain, who has been around 
longer than Mr. Zajec, teaches conduct
ing, and Tom Drake (also a VCM grad) 
teaches graduate level rehearsal techniques 
and Graduate Seminar during the summer. 
The Ruppel Memorial Library houses the 
H.E. materials. 

We have a backburner plan to collect 
the H.E. materials and annotate them, de
fining how to use the technique. We 
would like to make them available to both 
students and the public. 

Why are VanderCook graduates not be
ing hired to fill vacancies when they oc
cur? This question assumes that VanGrads 
are not being sought which is simply 
false. When a full-time position opens 
up, the College sends out a job search 
which includes our alumni. Our track 
record on our last three hirings is as fol
lows: 

Stirling Culp, Director of Choral Stud
ies--no Vangrads applied for this job 
which is not surprising since Vander
Cook's emphasis has traditionally been 

instrumental. 
Dr. Joseph Searle, Dean of the Under

graduate Division--graduated from VCM in 
1978. 

Bart Ghent, Dean of the Graduate Divi
sion--is not a Vangrad, but he was the 
most qualified applicant. 

If you are asking whether we are willing 
to hire a Vangrad who is not qualified over 
someone who is not a Vangrad but is quali
fied, we will hire the person who is quali
fied every time. However, where a Van
grad and a non-Vangrad are equally 
qualified, the Vangrad has the advantage. 

Other Vangrads on staff are: Jim Gil
worth, President; George Hattendorf, grad
uate level percussion; Tom Drake, graduate 
level rehearsal techniques; Jim Cross, pro
fessional education; Victor Zajec, H.E. 
Pedagogy and acoustics; Dick Brittain, 
conducting; Ruth Rhodes, woodwinds; 
Ralph Mastro, Business Manager; Mary 
Snyder, Librarian. 

How much is in the endowment fund? 
At its height, the endowment fund on pa
per was $350,000. Some of this was in 
bonds, though, so the real money value 
was never more than $275,000. In 1986 
and 1987, when the freshmen enrollment 
fell off, it hurt us. The board of trustees 
had to weigh the options--all of which 
were grim. They chose to use the endow
ment while trying to diversify revenue. 
The hope is that if we will be successful at 
diversifying revenue and recruiting fresh
men, and will be able to restore the endow
ment. 

This continues to be our strategy today. 
Diversification is primarily in the form of 

the summer workshop program and fund
raising. Both of these income-producing 
areas bolster the undergraduate program. 
In addition, public relations efforts are 
aimed at increasing recruitment of incom
ing freshmen. The 1988 freshmen class 

was a healthy shot in the arm for Vander
Cook, but we need booster shots for the 
next three years to offset 1986 and 1987 
(Please see article--President Addresses 
Alumni Association at Midwest Clinic). 

Do you have plans for a post graduate 
(Ed.D.) degree program? This is some
thing that has been talked about for years. 
We are considering an Advanced Certifi

cate in Music program (i.e., 30 credit 
hours beyond a masters degree, which is 
recognized in public schools), but it is 
really in the long-range planning area. 
Our library is not really adequate for that 
level, and we need to rebuild our undergrad 
program before we can seriously consider 
adding the certificate program, which 
means we don't see it in the next three 
years. Any programs involving music 
theory, history, etc. would be further 
along in the plan. 

What is VCM doing in computer litera
cy? Contributions have helped computer
ize admissions, external relations, fi
nances, and the library. We have 
programs for woodwind and brass instru
ment fingerings, ear training, theory and 
word processing for student use. 

Our long-term goals are to supplement 
ear training, instrument techniques class
es, marching band charting, arranging 
and composing. We'd also like our stu
dents to be familiar with programs availa
ble to public schools. 

Currently, oU~TPuter ~se oJ(e.r: .. 
ings are limited to Computer Use in Music 
Education and MIDI--Music Instrument 
Digital Interface, both offered as one
week courses. 

Deja Vu--We Mean You! Picture this: Youarenowent~ringthe~~the 
VCM "Recital lIal1." It's so WftrY exciting to think that you are once agam under the duecuon of . 
(choose one): II.E., H.A., Vic, Dick, Frosty, Revelli, ~ ... and you are, as usualX 
~eady and waiting to absorb those e~ ledi6trs invigorating rehearsal tech
niques as you~ masterfully play through those ... HOLD EVERYTHING! Is this a~. 
dream come true? Of course it is! It's a VCM Alumni Reunion !! Yes, we are really havmg a reumon 
featuring you as the main attraction ! You will be seeing many faces that will make you say "Hey, 
whatever happened to you?" Hey you!! Come and join the fun! Here's what we have in mind: 

Saturday, June 24, 1989 
12 noon-I p.m.: Social Hour 1 p.m.-2:30: Rehearse with Dick Brittain, Vic Zajec, and Bart 
Ghent. Any and all are invited to bring your instruments. 2:30 p.m.-4 p.m.: Buffet with open 
mike (Reminisce .. tell your favorite VCM stories) Afterwards, anyone interested can get together for 
a night out downtown! Look for your invitation in May! 

Please take a moment to fill out the form below so we can more accurately judge your class' re
sponse . 

See you soon, 
B.J. Dunlap, 1989 Reunion Commillee 

r N~e7' - - - - - - - - - - Degree and Year: ---------, 
I Address: I 
I Phone: 
I 0 Yes, I am interested in attending. 0 Yes, I would lend a helpin.g hand in planning. I 

Please return to: Reunion Committee, c/o B.J. Dunlap, 10913 S. Keatmg, Oak Lawn, IL 60453 -.J L __________________________ _ 



Samuel Attardo, 
M.M.Ed. '58, retired from 
North Boone District, Poplar 
Grove, IL, this past June. 

Bernard Blumberg, 
B.M.Ed. '60, retired after 
22 years with the Oregon 
Symphony. He is now the In
strumental Music Coordinator 
for the Parkrose School Dis
trict, Portland, OR. 

Terry T. Brown, 
M.M.Ed. '87, is still work
ing at Branford Schools, K-
12, in Florida and "trying to 
have fun as we learn. This is 
my eleventh year. I hope I 
can make eleven more. Van
dercook is still #1!" 

William Calkins, 
B.M.Ed. '48, is in his 
twenty-third year as a member 
of the applied part-time facul
ty as a woodwind instructor at 
California State University in 
Northridge, CA. 

Alfonso Cardenas, 
M.M.Ed. '72, is complet
ing his eighth year at West
wood High School in the 
Round Rock ISD in Texas. 
His band has been selected 
"Outstanding in Class" at Six 
Flags over Texas and Contra
Band Days in Lake Charles, 
LA. Last year, the band toured 
the Soviet Union, playing 
concerts in Moscow, Kalinen, 
and Leningrad. 

Lynette Crane, B.M.Ed. 
'88, is on the band staff at 
Martin High School in Lare
do, TX. Her job is to teach the 

woodwinds at the connecting 
junior high which includes 
four bands plus the beginners. 
That's about 250 woodwinds. 
She is also in charge of one 
quarter of the high school 
marching band when it's on 
the field, and she's Head Flag 
and Rifle Corps Director. "I 
plan to have five of my stu
dents make all-state band." 
Good luck, Lynette! 

Jay M. Craven, M.M.Ed. 
'56, Supervisor of Music with 
the Chattanooga (TN) Public 
Schools from 1963 to 1986, 
was named Interim Managing 
Director of the Chattanooga 
Symphony and Opera Associa
tion. 

Orville M. Eidem, 
M.M.Ed. '60, is Associate 
Professor of Music and Direc
tor of Bands at North Dakota 
State University. 

Thomas Erlenborn, 
B.M.Ed. '67, M.M.Ed. 
'75, opened his own music 
store on June 3, 1988. It's 
called Lake's Area Music Cen
ter in Antioch, IL. Give it a 
try! 

Phyllis, B.M.Ed. '82, 
and Jim, B.M.Ed. '67, 
GiIworth became parents of 
a second son in December 
1988. The Gilworths also 
have a four-year-old daughter, 
Leigh, and a one-year-old son, 
Christian. 

R. Christopher Hall, 
M.M.Ed. '75, was recently 
elected President-elect of Dis
trict 8 Ohio Music Educators 
Association. 

Lyle Hamel, M.M.Ed. 
'54, is "retired and surviving. 
Have many happy memories 
of my days at VanderCook. 
My father and two brothers 
also attended VanderCook. Is 
this record matched by anyone 
else?" Ed. note: We think the 
Hamel family has the record. 

Charles S. Harned, 
M.M.Ed. '51, retired In 

1980. 

Curtis Hollinger, 
M.M.Ed. '72, is the band 
director at Carver High School 
in Montgomery, AL, and also 

plays clarinet in the Mont
gomery Symphony Orchestra. 
He was featured as a soloist 
during the symphony's perfor
mance of Mozart's Symphonia 
Concertante in E-flat on No
vember 21, 1988, at the Ala
bama Shakespeare Festival. 

Marilyn Jean Jorgen
sen, M.M.Ed. '62, has 
been teaching junior high and 
high school in Washington 
State for 25 years! 
"VanderCook train-
ing .. .irreplaceable. " 

Ken Kazin, B.M.Ed. '87, 
is currently band director at 
Evergreen Park High School 
in Evergreen Park, IL. His 
symphonic wind ensemble, 
jazz bands, and marching band 
have attained awards in state 
and district contest. This year 
the band will compete in Flor
ida and perform at Disney 
World. Ken teaches the drum
lines at Stagg High School as 
well and performs as a jobbing 
percussionist. Ken also owns 
Maiden Voyage Productions--a 
business that utilizes his stu
dio and arranging skills. 

Paula Kowalkowski, 
B.M.Ed. '83, was married 
this past summer and is now 
residing in North Chicago. 
She teaches at Lincoln Hall 
Middle School in Lincoln
wood,IL. 

Mary, M.M.Ed. '85, and 
Ricky, M.M.Ed. '85, 
Land both teach in Jasper, 
GA--Mary at Pickens County 
Middle School and Ricky at 
Pickens County High School. 
Ricky is completing his edu
cation specialist degree at 
Troy State University. They 
have two "very cute" sons-
Charles, 3, and James, 6 
months. 

Frederick H. Lander, 
M.M.Ed. '72, is still teach
ing in the the Moss Point, 
MS, School System as Direc
tor of Elementary Bands--six 
schools. He reports that he is 
having fun playing his bag
pipes and babysitting his 
three grandkids. 

Edwin J. Marini, 
B.M.Ed. '68, retired from 
teaching in 1977 but contin-

ues to operate a woodwind re
pair business in Ravenna, OH. 
Edwin and his wife spend part 

of the winter in Arizona with 
their children and grandchil
dren. 

Roy McCullough, 
M.M.Ed. '66, is Associate 
Professor of Music Education 
at Benedict College in Colum
bia, SC. He also serves as Di
rector of Music at Second Cal
vary Baptist Church there at 
Columbia. 

John R. McMullen, 
M.M.Ed. 'SO, wrote in 
from Tucson, AZ, that he re
ceived the Excellence in 
Teaching A ward presented by 
the Arizona Music Educators 
Association. John and his 
wife traveled to New Zealand 
and Australia this summer 
with a concert band. John was 
a co-director and also played 
euphonium. He also plays 
with the Sabbar Temple 
Shrine Band, their large dance 
band, and sometimes their 
German Band. He writes, 
"Keep up the good work at 
VC." Same to you, John! 

Michael Morse, 
M.M.Ed. '76, is Director of 
Rogers High School Bands in 
Michigan City, IN. His band 
participated in the 1988 Lib
erty Bowl in Memphis, Ten
nessee. 

Laurie Neeb, M.M.Ed. 
'56, judged the Louisiana 
Music Educators Association 
Band Contest in New Orleans 
last spring. She was present
ed the Silver Baton Award by 
the Women Band Directors 
National Association at their 
summer convention. And she 
is substitute teaching and do
ing guest conducting spots 
while still enjoying retire
ment. Wait a minute, Laurie, 
did you say "retirement"? 

Don Noonan, B.M.Ed. 
'75, is teaching at the South
western City Schools, Colum
bus, OH--band and orchestra at 
Franklin Heights High 
School. After four years 
there, "good things are start
ing to happen." He has three 
boys. The oldest, Jeff, now 
plays violin. 
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Cheryl A. Overton, 
B.M.Ed. '87, teaches in 
District #89 in Maywood/ 
Melrose Park, IL. This year, 
she has added another band to 
the district--now there are 
three. She has also done some 
arranging. Roger Rocco, Di
rector of Brass Studies at 
VCM, is recording one of 

- CheryI's- ar-r-angements- for 
solo tuba with band. 

Charles J. Smith, Sr., 
M.M.Ed. '82, was selected 
Educator of the Year by the 
Augusta (GA) Jaycees for 
1988-89 and was also chosen 
Citizen of the Year by Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity. 

Craig Smith, B.M.Ed. 
'84, is a studio musician and 
a co-owner and operator of a 
sixteen-track studio. He is a 
songwriter, producer, and ar
ranger for Chicago and local 
area acts. He is presently tak
ing trumpet lessons in Pasade
na, CA. 

Kim (Wood) Stoika, 
B.M.Ed. '87, recently took 
over as Director of Music at 
Kelvin Grove School in Lock
port, IN. She is "enjoying 
every minute of it!" She start
ed with 23 band members in 
September and was up to 40 in 
December! 

Becky (Utegg) Strang
es, M.M.Ed. '87, married 
her husband John on July 2, 

1988. Their new home is in 
Painted Post, NY, and they 
both teach middle school in
strumental music in the Corn
ing School District. 

Glenn L. Tom, M.M.Ed. 
'62, finds in his private 
teaching more and more peo
ple who have never been 
schooled in reading music 
properly including "people 
singing in church choirs for 
40 years. VanderCook is still 
needed more than ever." 

Henry P. VanderLinde, 
M.M.Ed. '58, is enjoying 
retirement in Michigan. He 
says, "Had to step aside for 
medical reasons but am fully 
involved in music in the com
munity and throughout the 
state. " 

Janice (Markle) Van 
Vleck, M.M.Ed. '61, par
ticipated in the 1988 Mid
West Band & Orchestra Clinic 
with the Kalamazoo (MI) Con
cert Band. She said that it 
seemed great to be returning to 
Chicago and the Music Clinic. 

Harold L. Wegner, 
B.M.Ed. '69, is an Assist
ant District Choir Director for 
the New Apostolic Church in 
Northlake, IL. 

Erwin Wehrman, 
M.M.Ed. '65, has been the 
Director of the Momoe City 
Band in Momoe, WI, for three 
years now. 

Mary (Foster), M.M.Ed. 
'85, and Rudy, M.M.Ed. 
'85, Wilson are teaching in 
Snellville, GA--Mary at Five 
Forks Middle School and Rudy 
at Brookwood High School. 
They have a baby girl, Katy. 

Deaths 

Clayton Gray, 
M.M.Ed. '54,on -De- - 1-

cember 12, 1987. 

Alvern K. Kapenga, 
M.M.Ed. '55, on Janu
ary 14, 1989, after a two
and-a-half year battle with 
luekemia. 

Dr. Ervin H. Kleff
man, M.M.Ed. '35, 
founder of the Conservato
ry of Music that bears his 
name, on April 2, 1987, in 
Alhambra, CA. 

Annie Dean Payne, 
M.M.Ed. '68, date un
known. 

S.J. "Bud" Shadegg, 
M.M.Ed. '41, on July 
14, 1988, in San Bernardi
no, CA. 

Thomas W. William
son, M.M.Ed. '54, 
date unknown. 

Angeline Zaley, wife 
of Stan Zaley, M.M.Ed. 
'63, on August 13, 1988, 
after a three-year battle 
with cancer. 

Missing 
Alumni 

Help usfind our lost alums 

If you have an address, 
city, or phone number of 
any of the following miss
ing alumni, please take a 
minute to pass it on to: 

_ ~ _ L-.-_ 

VanderCook College 
Attn. Mrs. Kay Dunlap 

3209 S. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago,IL 60616 

Justus Brown, Jr. M.M.Ed. '48 

Richard Brown B.M.Ed. '68 

Carlyle Browning M.M.Ed. '52 

Theodore Buenger M.M.Ed. '56 

Brian Cameron B.M.Ed. '82 

Don Campbell B.M.Ed. '79 

Tom Campbell B.M.Ed. 73 

George T. Cannon M.M.Ed. '50 

William J. Canny M.M.Ed. 75 
Richard A. Caracello B.M.Ed. '66 

Bruce N. Carlson B.M.Ed. 72 
Sergei Casper B.M.Ed. '77 

Consuela Carter M.M.Ed. '54 

Edwin Chladil M.M.Ed. '69 

Edwin C. Christian M.M.Ed. '50 

Wayne Coleman M.M.Ed. '50 

Sonny O. Compton B.M.Ed. 74, 
M.M.Ed. '78 

Richard Coombs M.M.Ed. '69 

Douglas J. Coover B.M.Ed. '75 

Michael Cone M.M.Ed. 79 

John Darabon B.M.Ed. '50 

Danny B. Davis M.M.Ed. '71 

Phillip N. Davis M.M.Ed. '66 

Stephen D. Davis M.M.Ed. '65 

Lester DeBard M.M.Ed. '39 

John A. Dessain M.M.Ed. '54 

Amydee Domres M.M.Ed. 71 


