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VanderCook College of Music 

Alumni Board of Directors in a 1986 photograph. L to R (First Row): Alumni Pres- Mastro, Not pictured are James Rajchel, Dane Bonecutter, David Lewis, Lewis 
ident Dennis Hayslett, Outgoing President Mark Larmon, Secretary John Schmidt and Carl Lawson. Also not pictured are newly elected members Mike 
Marshall. (Second Row): Scott Curfman, Bill Webb, Mike Schleicher, Steve Betz, Eagan, Ronald Knoener, Fred Lewis and Donna VVirth. 
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Alumni Association President Update 

Dear Alumni, 

We have seen great strides in the development of VCM in recent years. Similarly, I feel that your 
Alumni Board of Directors has developed into one of the most hard-working and successful groups 
that I have had the pleasure of working with. They have become a real sounding board for the 
alumni, from beginning plans for establishing State Chapters to finding lost alumni and providing 
an updated computer listing of all alumni in this sometimes nomadic occupation (a real 
accomplishment!,. 

For 61 years VCM has consistently produced music teachers who have achieved recognition in 
the music education field. It is still the only degree granting institution in the United States solely 
devoted to the preparation of music teachers. This continuing tradition of excellence that is VCM 
is possible only with your support, both verbal (with our students, parents and colleagues, and 
financial. 

In recent years, Van Grads have shown unprecedented financial support. PLEASE CONTINUE 
THIS TREND! The 1987-88 Development Campaign is a good opportunity. Your contribution can 
be directed toward the Computer Project, the Library, Endowment Fund, or General Operating 
Expenses. The forward movement of VCM and the continuation of the unique and practical 
VanderCook Philosophy cannot exist without you! 

The Alumni Association is here to serve you. Please feel free to let your ideas be known. Stop in at 
the college and share them with President Gilworth as he shows you the progress VCM has made. 
With your help and support VanderCook will continue to "have pride in the past, " "achieve in the 
present," and "plan for the future. " 

S;n,,~ly. V ~ M 
Ed. Not., Iknn;, HOY'I," ;, l);,~", of Bomb", \ ~ ( 
Stow High School in Stow, Ohio. He began his tenure 
as Alumni Association President in January of 
this year. 

DENNIS HAYSLEIT 
President, Alumni Association 

VanderCook has successfully undergone two 
major accreditation reviews over the past year. 
The Illinois State Board of Higher Education con
ducted its three-day on-site evaluation of the Col
lege in October. The College's programs were 
approved by the Board later in the Spring. 

The North Central Association of Colleges and 
Universities conducted two on-site visits in April 
and July. VCM has received notification that it 
has been awarded full accreditation with an
other on-site evaluation scheduled in five years. 
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'-Jood News for 
Vanguard 
Readers 
Beginning with this issue, the VanGuard will be 
published three times a year. In addition, you 
will receive an Annual Report on the College 
describing its current financial status, gift giving, 
major activities and annual goals. We are looking 
forward to strengthening our ties with all our 
readers through greater communication and 
visibility. 

Do not hesitate to call or write to us if you have 
information to share, or if you would like to add 
someone to our mailing list. 



VanGuard readers are urged to submit nominees 
to receive the Honorary Doctor of Music degree. 
Candidates should be prominent alumni and 
other individuals who have made significant 
contributions to the field of music education as 
evidenced by their scholarly or creative achieve
ments, outstanding service and leadership. In ad
dition, the degree is awarded to recognize and 
encourage further contributions in the individu
al 's field as well as to recognize those who have 

added significantly to the stature of VanderCook. 
The length of the candidate 's experience in his or 
her field will be a factor in determining the wor
thiness of the individual. 

Summer '86 recipients of the degree were 
Vaclav Nelhybel, Haskell Harr and Arnold 
Jacobs. This past summer, the degree was 
awarded to the noted guitarist/composer/ 
teacher Richard Pick and composer/choral di
rector Ruth Artman. 

Ruth Artman accepts the Honorary Doctor of Music degree from VCM President Jim Gilworth at the July 1987 
commencement exercises. 

The vitally important Admissions Program at 
VCM is presently staffed by Ward Durrett and 
Robert Byerly, both of whom bring a wide range 
of talents and skills to the 

Ward Durrett, who holds the B.A. in Market
ing from Millikin University, is serving as Di
rector of Admissions. Ward has been a member 
of the Navy Band at Great Lakes, has completed 
course work towards the M.M .Ed. from 
VanderCook and is an accomplished percussion
ist. He has worked extensively with high school 
percussion programs and has served as adjudica
tor for drum corps and marching bands. He is 

presently a clinician for Yamaha and Sabian 
Cymbals and brings several years ' experience 
working in the music industry for McCormick's 
Enterprises and Slingerland to his position at 
VanderCook. 

Robert Byerly, a graduate of Ball State Uni
versity in Muncie, Indiana, is serving as Associ
ate Director of Admissions. Mr. Byerly has had 
several years experience as a high school instru
mental music teacher prior to joining the admis
sions staff. 

~'" .............. '~.'.'.~' ..... ~ ................. ~ .... ~ ... ~~~ ..... ~............. . ......... . 

;::Th=illV~*~mI ill::II 

Mike Schleicher 
Alumnus Mike Schleicher, '85, dedicated sev

eral weeks of his summer vacation4to the task of 
computerizing our alumni records. His work 
has greatly facilitated the process of keeping 
track of alumni addresses and phone numbers. 

The College and the Alumni Association are 
greatful for this outstanding voluntary effort. 

~I~ 
The processing fee for VanderCook College tran
scripts has increased from $2.00 to $3.00 per 
copy. All requests for transcripts must be 
accompanied by self-addressed stamped 
envelope(sl· 
Summer Session and Course participants: The 
registrar must have your college transcript(sl on 
file before any record of course work attempted 
at VCM can be forwarded. 

If yOU ... 

• know of a student 
considering a career in 
music education, 

• would like information 
on VanderCook for you 
or your students to 
peruse, 

• would like Ward or Bob 
to visit your high school 
program, 

then call or write to us. 
Our admissions team will 
be happy to discuss your 
situation with you. 

L------------------------------------------------2------------------------------------------------~ 



Stacey Dunn and Paul Flinchbaugh in the bandroom 
at Olivera Intermediate School in Brownsville, Texas. 

Every year or two, it seems, the news 
of a "job in Brownsville" gets around 
and, almost immediately, the seniors 
start dreaming thoughts of winning 
bands, superior musicianship, outstand
ing participation - long hours (to be 
sure!) - but what a salary! Then come 
the self doubts: Am I good enough? Can 
I work under the eagle eye of Vezzetti? 
Could I ever do what Flinchbaugh 
does? And then, the hushed conversa
tions, a few applications, telephone 
calls, a select few risky (because it's ex
pensive at a time when one doesn't 
have much money), trips for THE IN
TERVIEW; and then, every year or 
two, someone lands it: THE JOB. 

The coveted "job" is in Brownsville 
Independent School District, the largest 
school district in the Rio Grande Valley 
in Texas, with an enrollment of 35,000, 
encompassing 95 square miles of land 
and a budget of over 100 million dol
lars. The music department in Browns
ville is headed by Robert B. Vezzetti, 
'54, who has been with the school dis
trict since 1954. Bob followed in the 
footsteps ofVCM grad James R. Mur
phy, who initiated a long and success
ful Brownsville-VanderCook 
connection. Murphy, who was joined 
by Wayne Coleman, '50, and George 
Borich '53, built a concert organization 
of national note with performances at 
the Midwest National Band Clinic, win
ning the Outstanding Band Award in 
Enid, Oklahoma, and the establishment 
of a long record of First Division awards 
on the regional level - and this was just 
the beginning! 

The program continued to improve 
and expand. Bob Vezzetti initiated more 
Mid-West and Mid-East performances. 
Awards included Outstanding Class 
AAAA Band in the state of Texas, two
time recognition as the Outstanding 
Band at Buccanneer Days, First Divi
sion Awards in concert, sight-reading, 
marching, solo and ensemble medals, 
and so on. Currently, there are eleven 
graduates teaching music in the 
Brownsville school district: Art 
Guarjardo, '58; Sig Guarjardo, '61; Ro
land Zapata, '81; Paul Brazauskas, '53, 
'62; Paul Flinchbaugh, '81; Stacey 
Dunn, '83; George Patterson, '78; 
Audrey Patterson, '78; Carl Becker, '55, 
'69; Larry Adams, '71; Mike Kuntz '86; 
Willie Owens, '85; Don Yanske, '83; 
and Mary Ellen (Dolinar) Dunn, '83. 

Now, another major honor has come 
the way of the BISD, in part due to the 
work of Paul Flinchbaugh and Stacey 
Dunn; in part, due to the nurturing envi
ronment of Brownsville; and, in part, 
due to the VanderCook concepts which 
have the power to make a great band. 
The honor was won by Flinchbaugh 
and Dunn, director and assistant di
rector, respectively, of the Olivera In
termediate School. From a field of 
nearly 3,000 schools, Brownsville's 
Olivera Intermediate School Dolphin 
Band achieved the honor of being se
lected Texas Honor Band for 1986-87. 

No other intermediate school from 
Brownsville has achieved this position 
in the 39-year history of the competi
tion - o~ly Vezzetti's High School 
Golden Eagle Band won it in 1964. 

Flinchbaugh and Dunn, who operate 
under the motto, "results, not ex
cuses," direct four bands at Olivera. In 
the eight years since the opening of the 
school, the bands have won numerous 
awards, including seven u.1.L. Sweep
stakes trophies, ten 1st Division ratings, 
six "Best Band in Class" trophies, two 
"Outstanding B~nd" trophies, 319 Solo 
and Ensemble First Division medals, 
recognition from the mayor through the 
establishment of Olivera Band Day in 
Brownsville and a "Commendation by 
Proclamation" from the Texas House of 
Representatives. 

How do they do it? In a conference 
after an outstanding performance by 
the Olivera band, at the last TMEA, 
Flichbaugh addressed the issue of how 
this group achieved its distinguished 
performance level. He did so by holding 
up a packet of papers, copies of which 
had been passed around the room. 
These were the ideas put into practice 
at Olivera Intermediate: the eight teach
ing points, ways in which discipline 
problems are caused by directors, and 
clinic reminders: VanderCook in a 
nutshell. It works 

Paul Flinchbaugh taking the Olivera band through a rehearsal. 

L-----------------------------------------3--------------------------------------~ 



Year 

Pictures 
Nationally known choreographer John Jacobson 
working with vocal and choral music teachers during 
this summer's Choral Music and Choreography 
Clinic. 

Junior Connie Johnson during a practice session. 

Instructor Renee Gladstone working with grad student Carol Wilkerson. 

Students at work in the instrument repair lab. Victor Zajec directing the 1987 summer school band 

Undergrads in the piano lab working under the direction of Mrs. 
4 Margaret Nichols. 



Audrey Grier working with teachers on choral 
choreography. 

Graduating M.M.Ed. student Karen Evans of Buf
falo, NY taking a clarinet lesson. 

A highlight of the summer of '87 was the acclaimed Canadian Brass who worked with 
master's students and symposium participants. 

Instructor and alumnus Tom Drake working with students in Rehearsal 
Techniques class 
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Certified Kodaly Instructor Thri Rubenstein exploring 
the classroom applications of the principles of Zoltan 
Kodaly during the "Hear 7raining" Workshop. 

President Jim Gilworth in class. 

Graduate student Allen Beck (right) in a lesson with brass instructor Mr. 
Roger Rocco. 



Memoriam: Haskell Harr 
is probably best known as author of basic methods on 
percussion, as well as numerous solos and ensembles 
for all percussion instruments. Hundreds of thou
sands of students have used his compositions and 
methods, which to this day continue to be praised for 
their outstanding quality. 

Haskell Harr taught in all phases of public school 
music, including 15 years of directing the Harvey 
Grade School Band, District 152, Harvey, IL. Mr. Harr 
also started the South Holland Community Band and 
was commander of Harvey Legion Post 155. Before 
World War II, he was musical director and military in
structor at the Glenwood Manual Training School, 
now the Glenwood School for Boys. 

Many may remember Haskell's service to the pro-

fession during his association with VanderCook Col
lege, spanning over half a century. It was with deep 
respect and honor that VanderCook College provided 
a Memorial Service for him on November 23, 1986. 
Cheryl Goodwin Kozlow, student and longtime friend 
of Haskell Harr, delivered the eulogy. Many of Mr. 
Harr's compositions were performed by members of 
the Oakton Community College Percussion Ensemble 
and the VanderCook College Marimba Ensemble. 

As a livltng memorial, the Haskell W. Harr Scholar
ship Fund has been set up at VanderCook College. 
Any contributions to the Scholarship Fund, as well as 
any requests for copies of Mrs. Kozlow's eulogy, may 
be directed to VanderCook College of Music, 3209 
South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, IL 60616. 

It came as a great loss to the field of music education 
when, on September 24, 1986 Haskell Harr "The Fa
ther of Percussion" passed away in Glendora, 
California. 

Haskell Harr was no ordinary man. During his pro
fessional career, which spanned 65 years, he became 
known for his expertise in teaching, performing and 
composing for all types of percussion instruments. He 

Haskell Harr (second row, second from the left} on the faculty of VanderCook College in the summer of 1931. 

Baxter Adams, '64, retired after 
32 years of service with the Atlanta 
School System. 

David M. Allie, '77, '84, has 
been Band Director at Memorial Jun
ior High School in Lansing, Illinois, for 
the past ten years. David and his wife 
Kathy recently celebrated their ninth 
anniversary, with their two daugh
ters, Sonya (4 years) and Andrea (3 
years). During 1985 and for 1987, Da
vid will be the District I Music Festival 

Chairman for the Illinois Music Edu
cators Association. He is presently 
performing with the Prairie State Col
lege Municipal Band and the 
Kankakee Orchestra. 

Patrick Anello '62, '72, was re
cently awarded the "Outstanding 
Teacher Award." 

Bessie Barnes, '56, plays Pipe 
Organ for the First Presbyterian 
Church in Poynette, WI and is artist
in-residence at the Jamieson House. 
At 82 years of age, Miss Barnes is still 
very active in music education, teach
ing a number of private students on 
various instruments and acting in an 
advisory position for the DeForest 
High School Band. 

Pat Batson, '77, is currently the 
5th-12th Band Director for the 
Gillison City School District and is also 
Community Band Director. 

Band numbers about 30 semi
professional musicians. Bill was 96 on 
July 10, 1987. 

Mitchell Bender, '60, is Band 
Director at Langston Hughes INT 
School in Reston, VA; his wife Sheila is 
an Elementary School Principal. Phil Blycker, '66, wife Arleen, 
Mitchell is continually composing and and children Linnea, Tim, Ben and Jon 
arranging music for school bands and are based in Mexico at the Puebla Bi
orchestras. He is beginning his 27th ble Seminary in Puebla. Phil teaches 
year of teaching and his 20th year in music at the university level. 
Fairfax County. Rudolph V. Boone, Sr., '64, 
William Bertram, , 36, has has been retired from Carver High 
been a resident of the Lutheran Home School (Band) for two years. He is 
in Arlington Heights, Illinois, for the Minister of Music at Dellabrook Pres
past nine years. He still gives concerts byterian Church, Winston-Salem, NC. 
with his former Lutheran Band at He is President of the W-S Duplicate 
least three times a year. With addi- Bridge Club, a Board Member of the 
tional members from the area, the Bill Kiser Memorial Equipment Serv-
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ice, Inc. (for Handicapped Persons). 
and a Board Member of the W-S 
Emancipation Association. 

Herman G. Bright, '75,is Band 
Director at SI. George High School. St. 
George, SC. 

Iris C. Brunke, '77, Recently 
retired. 

Philip K. Chilcote, '82, re
ceived the Master of Divinity degree 
during the 25th annual commence
ment exercises of the Methodist Theo
logical School on May 16, 1987 in 
Delaware, Ohio. Philip and his wife 
Janice are the parents of four children. 

Sharon K. Cooper, '66, is Ele
mentary Music Specialist in Jackson 
Public Schools, Michigan. Son 
Thomas plays percussion and piano, 
and was awarded a half scholarship to 
Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp in Michigan 
for Summer, 1986. Son Andrew plays 
saxophone and piano. 

Maria Catoya, '75, President of 
the Women Band Directors National 
Association, was one of several mem
bers of that organization to be fea
tured as guest conductor of 
"Pershing'S Own," the United States 
Army Band. The July 8, 1986 concert 
was held at the Sylvan Theater on the 
Washington Monument grounds. Ma
ria is also Director of the Scotlandville 
Magnet High School Bands, Baton 
Rouge, LA. 

~------------------~! 



Jay M. Craven, '56, supervisor 
of music fo r the Chattanooga Public 
Schools, officially retired July 1, 1986. 
Jay's career spanned thirty-two years 
in Music Education, twenty-two of 
which he served as music supervisor 
for the Chattanooga Public Schools. 
He served on the Board of Directors of 
the East Tennessee Band and Orches
tra Association, the East Tennessee 
Vocal Association from 1969-71 and 
was elected President of TMEA from 
1972-74. In this capacity, he served on 
the SMENC Board and the MENC 
Council of Presidents. He also served 
a term as the SMENC Public Relations 
Chairperson from 1974-76. Jay, as a 
professional clarinetist, has accepted 
a position with the Chattanooga Sym
phony and Opera Association as full
time Principal Cla rinetist and 
Personnel Manager. 

BrianCwik, '69, '80, isBandDi
rector at Thornton Fractional South 
High School in Lansing, Illinois. He re
cently was promoted to Arts Depart
ment Chairman, and was married in 
1985. In September of 1986, Brian 
skydived with Van-Grad Dave Allie, 
' 77, '84 . 

David Deitem yer, '85, has had 
two of his compositions for band pub
lished. These Grade I pieces are 
" Buckingham Fountain ," and 
"Themes from the 'Halleluja Cho
rus!" Dave also took his Oak Lawn, IL 
high school concert bands and jazz 
band to the World of Music Festival in 
Nashville, TN where all groups re
ceived excellent ratings. The concert 
bands captured first and second in 
their category while the jazz band 
took a first place. 

Dennis Dell, ' 81, is Director of 
Orchestras at Charles M. Russell High 
School and North Junior High School 
in Great Falls, Montana. He is also As
sistant Marching Band Director work
ing with Dennis Granlie, '82. Wife 
Susan plays bassoon. Their 5 year old 
daughter Katie is starting her third 
year on violin lessons. 

Gerald DeYoung, '66, ' 72, is 
running for State Assembly in 
California. He is presently teaching 
music and Political Science at 
Riverbank High School. 

Kenneth Dobbs, '64, is now 
teaching at Downey Christian School 
in Orlando, Florida. 

Martha Elder, '48, '55, says 
she is in fine spirits. She sends a 
" Hello" to all her friends and says 
"It's been several decades since I 
graduated from VanderCook-but the 
same warm feeling exists- I'll always 
be a part of the VanderCook family ." 

Ronald J. Evens, '70, was Di
rector of South Hall and Johnson H.S. 
Bands, Hall County, Georgia, from 
1963-86. He is currently Director of 
Bands and Coordinator of Instrumen
tal Music at Gainesville High School, 
Gainesville, GA. Married to Karrl Ann 
since 1971, they have two children, 
Kellie, 11, and Shana, 9. Ron founded 

and is Conductor of North Georgia 
Wind Symphony, a band of Band Di
rectors from the North Georgia area . 

Chip Farnham, '82, took over 
last year as conductor of the Univer
sity of Maine Symphonic Wind En
semble. He is also the director of the 
Maine Summer Youth Music Camp. 

Guy F. Foreman, '44, is mark
ing his 50th year of association with 
the Michigan City, IN Municipal 
Band. In honor of this event, the city's 
Park Board renames its amphitheater 

in Washington Park the Guy Foreman 
Bicentennial Amphitheater. 

Michael Gielniak, , 86, has 
been Brass Instrumentenbaur at 
Bohm u. Menil West Germany. He has 
also studied conducting with Ulrich 
Weder - Bayerische Staats Oper in 
West Germany. 

Dale Guchemand, '60, is now 
retired. 

Lyle Hamel, '54, says he's re 
tired and doing great. 

Randy Heidlebaugh, ' 75 , is 
teaching orchestra and band at 
Lexington High School in Ohio. Randy 
and wife Cindy have one daughter, 
Lindsey Anne, born July 10, 1986. 

AndreaJacobson, '86, is work
ing in Wheaton, IL teaching general 
music. 

William A. Jaussen, '74, is 
Band Director at Byron High School, 
Byron, Illinois. He has a son Jason, 15, 
and a daughter Justine, 10. 

Jeff Kluball, ' 83, is teachmg in
strumental music at Tri-County High 
School in Draneville, Georgia. Jeff 
married Carol Carswells of Waycross, 
Ga. who has a B.M.Ed. and teaches in 
feeder schools for Tri-County High 
School. 

Ron Knoen er , '80, is Band Di
rector at North High School in 
Sheboygan, WI. Ron is also one of the 
staff members of Lakeland Music 
Camp and Assistant Director of the 
Keil , Wisconsin Municipal Band. Ron 
was recently elected to VCM 's 
Alumni Association's Board of Direct
ors. He is a member of the Wisconsin 
Band Masters Association and the Na
tional Band Association. 

Collette E. (Small) Kokron, 
' 81 , was married to Lt. Edwin J . 
Kokron, U.S. Navy, on July 5, 1987. 

Paula Kowalkowski, ' 83 , is 
cu rrently the choral director at 
Mother McAuley High School in 
Chicago and is pursuing her Master's 
Degree in Music Education at the 
University of Il l inois in 
Champaign-Urbana . 

Mary, '86 & Ricky '86 Land, 
had their first child in November, 
1986. 

Frederick H. Lander, ' 72, left 
his Moss Point High School position in 
1978 to teach 6th grade band in the 
same system and is having a great time 
working with 6 schools a day - one 
class in each school. 

Dav id F. Le w is, ' 83 , was 
elected as "Teacher of the Year" for 
Fort Meade High School, Florida. Da
vid was also selected Disney Honor 
Band Director. 

David Laniew ski, ' 83, is en
joying his work in Florida. Says David, 
" it really is a great place to teach. Di
rectors here work together instead of 
competing against each other." 
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Ed Linderma n , '52, formerly of 
the 99th Infantry Division, attended 
the 99th's annual re union in 
Milwaukee. Ed played clarinet and 
saxophone in the Division Band. 

William M a rinac, ' 71, has 
been the rehearsal technician for the 
IBM 37th Street Gold Big Band of 
Rochester, Minnesota for three years. 
The group made up of employees of 
IBM and their spouses fulfills Bill's 
lifelong dream of being able to work 
with an adult organization of talented 
and dedicated musicians. Bill also 
teaches acoustic and electric bass at 
St. Mary's College in Winona. 

M ark A. Maxwell , ' 80, is 
teaching 5-12 instrumental music in 
Loudenville-Perrysville Schools. He 
has been married to his wife Christine 
since 1983, and they were expecting 
their first child on July 25th. 

Laurie Nee b, ' 56, is newly re
tired - "it 's different , it's fun - I love it." 
Laurie occupies her time by doing 
book reviews, substitute teaching, and 
" lots of 'HOME' work!" 

Douglas Nimmo, ' 79, received 
his D.M.A. from Arizona State Univer
sity in December, 1986. 

Don Noonan, '75, and wife Judy 
have three boys ages 7, 5, and 2 - Jeff, 
Jonathon, and Jason. 

Peter M . Pappas, '66, took the 
Glenbrook South High School Band to 
first place honors at the international 
competition held during the Aloha 
Bowl in late December, 1985. The Ti
tan Band competed against bands 
from Hawaii, Japan, Minnesota , Illi
nois and California; and the individu
als in the band vied against thousands 
of other students. The band captured 
first place in the field competition; the 
flag squad took a second place. Band 
members took first place for their 
symphonic presentation, while the 
jazz band performers took second 
place. Also, other sections and individ
uals were recognized. 

Ken ·Paris, '75, is currently Band 
Director at Sun Prairie High School, 
Sun Prairie, WI. Ken and wife Pa ula 
' 76, have been married since 1976 and 
have two children, Jennifer, 7, and 
Joshua, 6. They bought a home in 
1985. 

Art Pahr, ' 70, is a Senior Member 
of the Music Department, Plymouth 
(WIJ School District. He is a member 
of the Lakeland College Alumni Board 
and the Valley View Medical Center 
Governing Board of Directors 
(PlymouthJ. Art is also Business mana
ger in the Kiel(WIJ Municipal Band, in 
which he plays tuba . Art is married, 
with " 2 children , 1 cat , 3 cars , 1 
Massey Ferguson Farm Tractor, and a 
BIG mortgage. " 

Vernon H. Pieper, ' 72, retired 
as of Ju ly 1, 1986. He is playing in a big 
40's dance band and is involved with 
woodworking at a vocational school. 
Vernon is a V.F.W. Representative to a 
Veteran ' s Hospital; he has four 
grandchildren. 

Mar,gie Roti Roti wife of Jon C. 
Rob Roti, '81, opened Rob Roti 's 
Pizzeria in July, 1986. Says Jon, "It 's 
said to be the best pizza in town (it 's 
the only pizza in townJ." 

Otis Saeter, '32, lives in Warner 
Robins, Georgia and has been retired 
for 27 years. He recently donated 
some framed pictures of band lumi
naries to the college. 

Lewis Schmidt, '63, is chairman 
of the Music Department and Director 
of the Kiel Municipal Band. Lewis is a 
member of the VCM Alumni Board 
and Chairman of Community! 
Professional Bands of the N .B.A. He 
and wife Gerry have 3 children and he 
likes to golf and garden. 

Dale R. Schubert, ' 8 4, is Di
rector of Bands , Napoleon High 
School. 

Ed w in Arthur Sh ei, ' 71, re
ceived the Master of Divinity degree 
from Alliance Theological Seminary in 
Nyack, N.Y. in May, 1987. 

Craig Smith, ' 84, had a 12" 
single released in April-May, 1986 

-
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Notes, continued 
Sarah Spradley, '85, gave birth 
to a baby girl, Emily Ann in March, 
1987. 

Vanessa R. Stauffer, '83, has 
been teaching at Roncalli Middle 
School for three years. Her responsi
bilities include a boys' and a girls' 
choir, two general music classes, one 
beginning strings class, and orchestra. 
She also teaches private piano and 
voice, is an adult church choir di
rector, and accompanies school and 
Dinner Theater musicals. 

John Taylor, '41, was inducted 
into Dakota Musicians Hall of Fame 
and April 2, 1987 was proclaimed 
"John Taylor Day" by the Mayor of 
Aberdeen, South Dakota in recogni
tion of John's outstanding lifetime 
achievements. 

Glen n L. Tom, '62, writes: "I 
will never forget the Band Camps at 
Bridgeman, Michigan on the Lake. I 
have a great place to have a Band 
Camp in Florida and I was wondering 
if there are any music directors who 

have had this experience or might be 
interested in this venture. In the past, 
VanderCook people were always or
ganizers and taught with a purpose 
and KNOW HOW. Any Music Direct
ors interested in Music Camps write to 
me, with ideas, etc. My address is 
2202 Robinson Avenue, Sarasota, 
Florida 33582." 

Hen ry P. Vanderlinde, '58, 
retired after 36 years at Holland Chris
tian Schools, MI. 

John Vetrano, '85, was married 
on July 26, 1986. His wife Barbara 
(Kowalski) works as a secretary in the 
financial department of the Chicago 
Tribune Company. 

Willia m A. Webb, ' 8 3, took a 
new job at Edina High School in Edina, 
Minnesota. Bill and his wife Sue had a 
baby, Corinne, in fall, 1985. 

Earmon C. Wilch er, '80, is 
now teaching in Bad Kreuznach 
Germany for the Department of De
fense Schools. He started in 1985 and 
teaches 7-12 grade band and chorus. 

Earmon has been able to travel in 
Germany, Australia, France, and 
Switzerland so far. 

Marvin Wilkins, '37, regrets to 
admit that at 77, he's a better cotton 
farmer in the Rio Grande Valley of 
Texas than a musician. He's still able 
to direct the church choir, though. 

Gilbert Wilson , '49, is the au
thor of H.A. VanderCook, The Teacher. 

Rudy, '84 &. Mary ' 8 5 
Wilson had their first child in June 
1987. 

Donna M. Wirth, '63, is teach
ing in Howards Grove Public Schools 
in Wisconsin. She is a member and as
sistant conductor of Keil Municipal 
Band, a member of the National Band 
Association, charter member of the 
W.B.D.N.A., and a member of First 
National Community All-Star Band, 
which performed a "Sousa" Concert 
at the N.B.A convention in Knoxville, 
TN, on June, 1986. Donna has been 
married to husband Warren for 25 
years. 

Warren Wirth, '62, taught mu
sic for 20 years and is now a manager 
at SOHN Manufacturing in Elkhart 
Lake, Wisconsin. His hobbies include 
Corvette sports cars and Amateur Ra
dio - W9BTP. Warren was cornet solo
ist and member of the First National 
All-Star Band at Knoxville, TN, spon
sored by the N.B.A., and cornet soloist 
with Keil Municipal Band (host band) 
at the 1985 A.B.A. Convention held in 
Keil, Wisconsin. 

Alfred Dyonisius Wyatt , Sr., 
, 56, was awarded the degree Doctor 
of Education, from Atlanta University 
on May 19, 1986. 

Stan Zaley, '63, retired in June, 
1986 from Hammond, Indiana Public 
Schools after 35 years as Instrumental 
Teacher. 

J oseph Zawistowski, '64, is a 
trumpet player with the Clarion 
Brass, a professional ensemble based 
in the south suburbs of Chicago. 
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