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President Emeritus Richard " Dick" Brittain Retiring in May 

After 35 years of service on the faculty and staff of VCM , Presi
dent Emeritus Richard Brittain is retiring from VanderCook Col
lege of Music. His career at VCM spans 52 years, beginning when 
he was a high school student attending Summer Camp. His 
teaching career began at the Chicago Boys Clubs and at a pOint 
where he paid a student 25¢ a week so he could have the ex
perience of teaching an intractable student. Eventually, however, 
Brittain wound up as a Full Professor, directing the VCM Sym
phonic Concert Band , instructing courses in woodwinds, theory, 
organization , and giving private lessons on all instruments. Con
current with his academic work, Brittain was, of course, VCM 
President from 1975 to 1980. 

Up to this year , each freshman's first semester at VCM included 
courses with Dick Brittain in Woodwinds I, Conducting I and 
Fundamentals-Theory I. As a student's life at VCM progressed, 
hardly a semester passed without at least one Brittain course . 
Thus, the role he has had in shaping the lives and careers of re
cent and not so recent VCM students has been considerable . As 
Brittain says himself , he is the last staff member to know virtually 
every student and faculty member who has walked through VCM 's 
doors. 

Because of his influence on the lives of his students, his many 
contributions to the growth , survival and development of Vander
Cook College, his tireless commitment to the institution (6 days a 
week for 35 years) and his unswerving loyalty, this edition of the 
VanGuard is dedicated to Richard Brittain . It is one of the ways by 
which the faculty, students, alumni and trustees wish to express 
not only appreciation but their respect towards this fine and 
distinguished gentleman. 

What influenced Dick Brittain so that he dedicated his life to the 
College, working long hours for low wages for years and years? 
What was so persuasive about a future at VCM that he gave up his 
plans for a career as an engineer? In response to such queries, 
Brittain mentions the compelling force of the ideas of Haskell Harr, 

" H.E." Nutt, Clifford Lillya and Clarence Gates with whom , as a 
young man , he spent a great deal of time traveling to and from 
concerts, contests and band camps. They presented to Brittain a 
continual example of the utility of possessing knowledge of the 
nuts and bolts of musicianship and music teaching . Clifford 
Lillya's influence, in particular, was great as Brittain observed him 
harness the drive of students " with a religious fervor ." Likewise, 
he observed Clarence Gates winning contests all the time while 
being solely responsible for the instruction of all students 
regardless of their instrument, age level and talent. Brittain sa.:v 
and was impressed by the humility, integrity, and extreme skill in 
music these men possessed . He was also inspired by their 
philosophy of finding out what y'ou could do for the College and the 
United States through music, -- not what music could do for you . 

As with most VCM students who studied with him , Dick Brittain 
was unquestionably influenced by certain attributes of " H.E. " In 
particular , " H.E.'s" habits of challenging every statements, using 
only his own materials, rethinking every assumption about music, 
musicianship and music teaching and not letting people " ape" 
others, made an impression on Brittain . 

These ideas became imbued within Brittain 's own philosophical 
framework . To this day, his goal in the classroom is to get students 
involved , -- "they need personal experiences, not a lecture." 
When the course is amenable to such discussions, Brittain at
tempts to teach values and the importance of possessing a variety 
of personal attnbutes to be successful in a career in music educa
tion. To bring home this message, he has students rate each other 
on their appearance , personality, ability to think, voice , poise and 
manners, leadership, judgement and common sense, coopera
tion, health , initiative and creativity, financial responsibility, 
dependability, interest in others and musicianship. Why? To il
lustrate to students the attributes they need to work on to be suc
cessful. Can this type of confrontation hurt? Yes, of course, but 
Brittain sees it as a necessary hurt needed to grow. Apparently 
many others think so, too, since alumni, -- many of them long time 
teachers, still call and write to thank him for the experience that 
they had in his classes. 

Brittain says that structuring this type of confrontation first oc
curred to him in the Army when he was in charge of groups ot-men 
confined to barracks. Once a month, "everyone told everyone 
off. " As Brittain puts it , " someone has to tell you. This is what a 
community wants." Today, Brittain says he loves any kid who will 
talk , -- the greatest parasites are those who won 't talk . 

What qualities did he see, over the years, in the students that 
eventually became successful? In response to this question, Brit
tain makes a point of the fact that most VCM students were 
average as musicians but possessed tremendous integrity. You 
"could make teachers out of them " because they knew that jobs 
were in the small communities and they were willing to take those 
talents and build, -- they were interested in building better 
Americans through music, not necessarily good musicians. 'He 
also emphasized the fact that throughout the course of his career 
he has seen a shift where most students came from strong, un
broken homes to the present where the majority of students come 
from broken families , -- where present students feel a sense of 
shame regarding their families rather than pride . Brittain suspects 
that this has a lot to do with a person's strength and character , -- it 
appears to him that those with a strong sense of family closeness, 
even when they possess little else, can make decent careers for 
themselves. 

(cant. on pg. 5) 



A FEW PICTURES OF A LONG CAREER 

Dick is in the last row, third from the left , in this picture of Kappa Kap
pa Psi Fraternity taken at the Duncan YMCA in 1937. 

Conducting in Holdenville , Oklahoma, 1953. 

Teaching summer session clarinetists, 1984. 

With his wife , Sophia, at the surprise Retirement Party held for 
Dick on May 5, 1985. The College presented Dick with a 
videocassette recorder and handmade, wooden baton case. 

In this picture of the 1949 faculty summer ses
sion, Dick is in the front row, second from the 
right. 

Awaiting his entrance as guest 
conductor at the Band-O-Rama 
in Kenosha, around 1965. 

On the steps of VCM a few 
weeks ago. 



CHICAGO COMMUNITY TRUST GRANT GIVES BIG PAYOFF 
Alumni, faculty and students joined together this fall and winter to raise $12,500 to match a $25,000 grant from the Chicago Com

munity Trust. Thanks to all those people who participated in our Walk-a-thon and Phone-a-thon, VCM has been able to procure some 
long overdue equipment and instruments. Pictured here are some of our new items. 

Two Concert Grand Musser marimbas and a set of four (32", 29", 26" 
and 23") hand-hammered, Ludwig "Professional Series" timpani were 
purchased for use by the growing percussion department. Hand hammer
ing gives the timpani more resonance. 

110 new, stackable, Wenger "Musician" chairs are providing 
new-found comfort and a pleasant appearance for students and 
concert audiences. 

A class of children 
playing Orff instru
ments. 

This beautiful 9' Steinway Concert Grand is in superb condition 
with a firm touch , -- an important factor for piano majors. 

An array of Orff metallophones, xylophones, glockenspiels and 
small percussion instruments were purchased for use in elemen
tary and junior high general music classes. VCM students will now 
be able to learn the basic skills needed to enable them to work 
with children using some of the techniques developed by Carl Orff . 



1985 GRADUATES SEEK FIRST-YEAR POSITIONS 

The 1985 B.M.Ed. graduating class is small but of high quality. If you know of a position that one of these job candidates would be 
eligible for, please let us know and we will put you in touch with them or provide you with further information about their qualifications. 

John Vetrano discussing 
career plans with President 
Gilworth. 

Raymond Forlenza 

Joel Pereira 

JOHN VETRANO 

Hometown: Calumet City, Illinois 

Position Sought: Any job, K-12, with a slight preference for junior 
high or high school instrumental or vocal. Comfortable directing 
marching band, chorus, concert bands, jazz band and working 
with general music. 

Specialties: Woodwinds (clarinet major) . Piano . 

TINA JACKSON 

Hometown: Rockford, Illinois 

Position Sought: Any K-12 orchestral, instrumental or 
choral/vocal position . Would prefer an elementary or junior high 
school orchestra. Can work with orchestra, concert bands, and 
choruses at all levels. Possess strong baton twirling and dance 
skills for working with color guard, music theater and so on. 

Specialties: Flute major, violin minor. Woodwind and string 
specialist . Competent on trumpet. 

RAYMOND FORLENZA 

Hometown: Chicago, Illinois 

Position Sought: Any job , K-12 , preferably junior high instrumen
tal but also interested in general music. Can work with marching 
band (has had fairly extensive experience), concert bands, jazz 
band, choruses and general music classes. 

Specialties: Woodwinds (saxophone major). 

WILLIAM OWENS 

Hometown: Gary, Indiana 

Position Sought: Any job, K-12, with preference for junior high in
strumental. Eventually hoping for a high school instrumental posi
tion . Comfortable with marching band, concert bands, jazz band, 
chorus, and general music . 

Specialties: Woodwinds (saxophone major, clarinet minor). 

JOEL PEREIRA 

Hometown: Sao Paulo, Brazil (Legal resident of U.S.) 

Position Sought: Band director at any level with preference for a 
junior high school position. Competent directing concert band, 
chorus, jazz band, general music and orchestra. Four years ex
perience as part-time elementary instrumental teacher. 

Specialties: Brass (French horn major). Voice minor. Fluent 
Spanish and Portuguese. 

Tina Jackson 

Willie Owens 



FACULTY IN FOCUS 
Peter Eisenberg, Librarian , is still the committee chairman of the 
Small Academic Music Library's Working Group (part of the 
Midwest Chapter of the Music Library Association) . One objective 
of this group is to create a pamphlet for new working music 
librarians dealing with the job duties and responsibilities inherent 
within small college music libraries. He has also attended a 
workshop dealing with computer technology as it applies to 
libraries. In addition, Mr. Eisenberg studies German with a tutor 
once a week. 

Jay Fry, Dean of the Undergraduate Division and Assistant Pro
fessor, served as a North Central Association evaluator for Oak 
Lawn High School this fall. In addition, he recently finished all 
course work for his Ed.D. in Music Education which he is pursuing 
under the direction of Dr. Charles Leonhard at the University of Il
linois. 

James Gilworth, Professor and President of VanderCook Col
lege, has served several times as an adjudicator for the Illinois 
Grade School Music Association Contests and recently completed 
an article entitled " Flexibility-The Key Word for Job Searching for 
First Year Instrumental Music Teachers" which he has submitted 
to the "Instrumentalist" for publication consideration. 
President Gilworth was recently appointed to the Board of Direc
tors of the Southwest Side Planning Commission. In addition, he 
recently spoke to the Evergreen Park Music Boosters on current 
trends in public school education . 

Anthony Gunia, Director of Admissions, will be attending the 
Snowmass Institute on College Admissions in Colorado for one 
week this July. In addition, he recently became engaged to Susan 
E. Brown, R.N. and is planning a September wedding followed by 
a honeymoon to the Caribbean . Tony has also been accepted as a 
graduate student in the M.S. program in management at Purdue 
University. 

George Hattendorf, Assistant Professor and Director of Percus
sion Studies has done extensive adjudicating of junior and senior 
high school solo and ensemble contests and written marching 
band shows for high schools in Indiana, Ohio, West Virginia, New 
Jersey and Illinois. In addition, Mr. Hattendorf hosted an "After
noon of Percussion" at VCM on May 5, 1985 which was spon
sored by the Illinois Percussive Arts Society. 

President Emeritus Richard " Dick" Brittain Retiring in May 
(cont. from pg. 1) 

Brittain bemoans some aspects of today's education establish
ment as well as today's social milieu . He cites the problem of 
salary differential as one case in pOint: A student can get a menial 
job which pays more than a job in teaching and, back to values, a 
student without a commitment to what he or she can do to better 
society, will choose the more profitable course . Another negative 
factor which he sees as pervading our educational system is the 
professional pressure to acquire advanced degrees, which seems 
to have become of greater importance than education. Finally, he 
cites frustration with some students who think that Uncle Sam 
pays for everything. The remedy? People should get a greater 
mix, should be on their own, and independent. Being independent 
also teaches appropriate dependence, much as in the barracks 
where people need to depend on each other and, therefore, 
tolerate and respect each other. War, says Brittain, is a great 
leveler in this respect. 

What does Brittain want from future graduates? His response : 
Graduates who can make an impact on his grandchildren,-
people who care. 

Why should a student today choose VCM, especially since there 
are now so many other well-endowed colleges and universities of
fering degrees in music education? The answer: The curriculum . 

Margaret Nichols, Associate Professor of Piano at VanderCook 
College recently had one of her grade school students perform a 
piano solo on the television program " Kidding Around ," an honor 
attained through several rounds of taped and live auditions. In ad
dition , she recently judged syllabus levels of piano students of the 
Chicago Area Music Teachers Association at Concordia College 
and honors program contestants for appearance at the Academy 
of Fine Arts in Chicago. 
Roseanne K. Rosenthal, Associate Professor, recently presented 
a paper entitled " The Relative Effects of Four Practice Techni
ques on Advanced Instrumentalists' Perfor~ance," which was co
authored with graduate students Jeff Shellhammer and Michael 
Egan , at the Illinois Music Educators Association State Conven
tion in Peoria, Illinois. In addition, another paper on teacher 
education has been accepted for publication by Update and a 
study on practice techniques will be published in the Winter edi
tion of the Journal of Research in Music Education. The latter 
study was carried out with the assistance of graduate student 
John Marshall and undergraduate student Joel Pereira. 
George Zafros, Professor and Director of Financial Affairs, 
recently attended a choral clinic at the Moody Bible Institute and 
the annual Carl Fischer Choral Clinic . He is now rehearsing a com
bined choir of 125 voices from three churches in preparation for an 
annual end-of-season concert. On May 24th, George and his wife 
are departing for a 16-day tour of Greece. In addition , 180 friends 
and family recently helped George celebrate his sixtieth birthday 
party. 

Victor Zajec, Professor and Director of the Symphonic Concert 
Band, has done extensive adjudicating in recent months, in
cluding serving as a judge for the Illinois Grade School Music 
Association Junior High School Finals. In addition , he recently 
directed the Kiel Community Band in their concert presentation at 
the American Bandmasters Association meeting in Kiel, Wiscon
sin. This organization, formerly directed by VCM Board of Trustee 
Chairman, Edgar Thiessen , performed Thiessen's unpublished 
manuscript " Emperor Overture." Mr. Zajec has also directed high 
school clinics at Gower Middle School, which involved ten bands, 
and in Waukesha, Wisconsin, which involved the Waukesha and 
Appleton High School Bands. Mr. Zajec's daughter, Anne, was 
recently selected to participate in the Sousa All-American Band 
which will perform a concert in Washington in May after four days 
of rehearsals. Participants were selected by audition from 
throughout the country. Director of the ensemble is Col. John 
Bourgeois. 

VCM still insists on more clock hours and more participation than 
other places. VCM pushes harder, with the result that the gap be
tween College and a job is minimal because students are so well
conditioned to be in the classroom . 

What's next for Dick Brittain? Travel, golf, bowling and enjoying 
his home. As he puts it , after working since he was fourteen years 
old, "I have 50 years of Saturdays coming to me." He's still 
friends with buddies of thirty years ago, in great health , and anx
ious to enjoy the retirement he so richly deserves. The faculty, 
staff , trustees and alumni wish him only the best during these up
coming years and hopes only that he does not forget them. 

$250 EMERGENCY LOAN GRANT 
The Chicago Area Chapter of Pi Lambda Theta, a National 

Honor and Professional Association in Education, granted $250 to 
VanderCook College last Spring to be used for emergency student 
loans. Over the past years , the fund has been used to help 
students purchase books and medicine. Students pay back their 
loans when they are able to do so. 

Dr. Margrethe G. Isaac, daughter of VCM Trustee Merle Isaac, 
was instrumental in bringing VCM to the attention of Pi Lambda 
Theta. 
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CLASSNOTES 

Rutherford H. Allison, B.M.Ed. '76 of Lafayette, California: 
"What you are is God's gift to you ... What you make of yourself is 
your gift to God." 

Bessie Barnes, B.M.Ed. '56, is now in her eightieth year but in her 
fifth year as pipe organist at the First Presbyterian Church of 
Poynette. Her private students on drums, sax, flute , clarinet , 
baritone and piano" are still bringing home 1 st place ratings for 
nearby band directors." Bessie hosts an old-fashioned " sing-a· 
long" on the third Friday of each month at the elegant Jamieson 
House in Poynette, Wisconsin in addition to playing for many tours 
that have lunch there. Bessie's name was inadvertently omitted 
from tile list of dues paying Alumni Association members publish
ed in last fall's VanGuard . 

Don D. Beller, M.M.Ed. '75, and Janan Crouch Beller, M.M.Ed. 
'78, are living in Missoula, Montana and enjoy playing in the 
Missoula Symphony. Don recently accepted the position of Or
chestra Director for the three high schools in Missoula and last 
summer was appointed to the Music Advisory Panel of the Mon
tana Arts Council. Janan is "retired" from teaching, staying home 
with their four year old daughter Ashley, and teaching private oboe 
students. 

Philip W. Blycker, M.M.Ed. '66 of Pueblo, Mexico is presently 
serving as Director of Music at the Pueblo Bible Seminary in 
Pueblo , Mexico. In addition, he has finished all coursework and 
passed his written oral exams for the D.M .A. degree in sacred 
music at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. He is now 
looking for material and contacts for his dissertation topic : 
" Development of Sacred Music of Mexican Jews." 

Rudolph V. Boone, Sr. M.M.Ed. '64, will be completing 30 years 
of teaching music in the Winston·Salem/Forsyth county Schools in 
North Carolina at the end of the school year , when he will retire . 
Rudolph was named " Teacher of the Year" for his school system 
and district in 1973. He is Director of Music and an elder at 
Dellabrook Presbyterian Church . In 1984, he was co-chairman of 
the 1984 AII·County Band and a school curriculum committee 
member. Rudolph recently wrote: " Thanks for the outstanding in
struction and experiences at VanderCook! " 

Paul Brazauskas, M.M.Ed. '62 of Brownsville , Texas has had 
eight compositions published by Kjos Publishers for percussion: 

Solos: Five Timpani Solos IGr. 2-3/S919 
Panhandle Paradiddle IGr. 3/S915 
Valley Valley IGr . 4/S916 
Dolphin Dance IGr. 2/S917 

Trio : 244 (3S.D) IGr. 1-2 I E3301 
Quartet: The Hawks IGr. 21 E3400 
Quintet: The Warriors IGr . 21 E1506 
Large Woodwind Ensemble: Ramrock IGr . 3 I E1505 

Gerald DeYoung, B.M.Ed. '66, M.M.Ed. '72 , of Oakdale , Califor
nia has applied for consideration as an astronaut in NASA's 
Teacher in Space Program . Jerry who teaches jazz band , concert 
banc, chorus, classes in social science, health and first aid in 
Riverbank, California High School also maintains a ranch in 
California. The local "Riverbank News" reports that Jerry admits 
his chances are remote but he is enthusiastic nonetheless . He 
feels that he could " broaden the scope of American education" 
by participating in the NASA program by including the humanities 
in a science dominated field. 

Martha Elder with Ben and Mac 

Martha E. Elder, M.M.Ed. '55 , 
of Effingham , Illinois is pictured 
here with furry friends Ben and 
Mac. She has just made a 
pledge to again donate $1 ,000 
to the Martha Elder Fortissimo 
Club, the giftgiving group which 
she hef ed to organ ize with 
H.E. many years ago. Martha 
writes: " VanderCook is a great 
school and has done so much 
for me thru all these years--
over 40 years! " 

Albert M. Freedman, B.M.Ed. '38 , of Aloha, Oregon is now retired 
Professor Emeritus at Pacific University. He still teaches and 
plays. 

Patricia Wozniak Garrison, M.M.Ed. '77, is now the happy 
mother of Beth Anne (born 5/16/84) and expecting her second . 
She and her family recently moved to Washington , Michigan. 
Patricia is playing in the Rochester Community Band and teaching 
privately . 

Clayton F. Gray, M.M.Ed. '54, of Point Allen , Louisiana served as 
band director from 1950-1985 at Capitol High School in Baton 
Rouge. 

Dale Guchemand, M.M.Ed. '60 , of Carrolton, Ohio retired from 
his position in 1983. 

James W. Hughes 

James W. Hughes, M.M.Ed. 
'71 , choral director at Jupiter 
High School in Florida, has 
been nominated President· 
elect of the Florida Vocal 
Association . 

Bob Herrington, M.M.Ed. '72 , of Gig Harbor, Washington, was 
recently awarded the NBA's Citation of Excellence. Bob is married 
to another music teacher and is the father of a one year old 
daughter. 



Clifford D. Hodge, M.M.Ed. '52 , recently retired after 35 years of 
teaching band. His most recent position was as music instructor 
and band director at Texas College in Tyler , Texas. Mr. Hodge 
also taught at colleges in Arkansas and Mississippi. 

Jackie Hodges, M.M.Ed. '55, of Ormond Beach, Florida writes 
that her mother, Alice K. Hodges passed away June 11, 1984. 
Mrs. Hodges attended VCM with Jackie in 1950 in the old school 
and helped Thelma Nutt open the cafeteria in the basement while 
taking a few courses. 

Paul A. Jones, B.M.Ed. '46, of Evansville , Indiana is recently 
retired . 

Jeff Kluball, M.M.Ed. '83, and his wife , Carol , are music directors 
at Tri-County High School in Buena Vista, Georgia. They are plan
ning a Spring tour to Washington , D.C. 

John F. Komoroske, M.M.Ed. '72, is director of the Sun Prairie , 
Wisconsin Junior High School Symphonic Band which presented 
a concert at the State Music Conference in Madison, Wisconsin on 
October 28, 1983 entitled " Performing Music from a Survey of 
Elementary Band Literature. " John is the Music Department Coor
dinator in the Sun Prairie Junior High School and a member of the 
Wisconsin Bandmasters Association . He has served the American 
School Band Directors Association as State Chairman for two 
years, and received the District Teachers of the Year Award in 
1977. Also serving in John 's school district are VCM alums Paula 
Mueller Paris, B.M.Ed. '76 , and Ken Paris, B.M.Ed. '75 . 

Karen Kurtz, B.M.Ed. '72 , has been hired to start a band program 
and general music appreciation course for Calvary Christian 
School in Lake Villa , Illinois. Karen comments: " It has been a real 
challenge to start from scratch . When I was hired, the school 
didn 't even have a drumstick! I'm glad when we were student 
teaching that we were encouraged to help out in parochial 
schools. That training has been so important in my present situa
tion " 

Roy McCullough, M.M.Ed. '66, of Columbia, South Carolina is 
Director of Music Education and Associate Professor of Music at 
Benedict College in Columbia, South Carolina. 

Abram Miles, Jr., M.M.Ed. '65 , of Silsbee, Texas presented a 
Christmas concert with the Read Turrentine Choir and Band on 
December 13, 1984. Abram recently received a pin for his 35 
years of service as a teacher. In addition , he is President of the 
local TSTA, and was recently elected Basileus of the local Omega 
Psi Phi Fratern ity, Inc. 

Art Pahr, M.M.Ed. '70 , of Plymouth , Wisconsin writes: " Harry 
Dinkle may be on the space shuttle in the comics but I'm giving it 
my best to be the teacher/astronaut in real life!! " 

Jeff Redmann. B.M .Ed. '84, is director of the Huntley Redskin 
Marching Band which has grown in number, enthusiasm and style 
since Jeff's appointment this past fall! 

Dr. Royal P. Reimer, B.M.Ed. '51 , of Oak Park, Illinois is Presi
dent of the North and Austin Merchants Association . 

Oscar E. Roth, M.M.Ed. '62, of Lombard, Illinois is recently 
ret ired. 

Robert Simmonn, M.M.Ed. '64, of Sumter, South Carol ina com
ments: " Life begins at 40,---Life begins again at 70." 

Col. Charles J. Smith. M.M.Ed. '82, of Haphzibah, Georgia, is 
director of the acclaimed " Sonic Boom of the South," a marching 
band which has won twenty-three trophies and a plaque this year 
alone. In addition , four of Col. Smith 's students have been ac
cepted for membership in the United States Collegiate Wind 
Band, a highly selective musical organization which will make a 
concert tour of England and seven European countries this July 
and August. The invitation to tour was made by Prof. AI G. Wright 
of Purdue University. Members of the 100 piece band are chosen 
from throughout the United States. 

Therese Marie (Cramer) Sundberg , B.M .Ed. '79, of Alsip, Illinois 
has been a member of the Alumni Association since 1979 and was 
inadvertently om itted from the list of the association 's member
ship published in the Fall VanGuard. 

Mike Sundling, B.M.Ed. '76, of Plainwell , Michigan became the 
father of a new son , John Patrick , on July 8, 1984. 

Eugene S. Teeter , M.M.Ed. '65 , of Crown Point , Indiana is st ill 
teaching all band and orchestra instruments. 

Robert J. Van Domelen , M.M.Ed. '78, of Waukesha, Wisconsin 
part icipated as a Fellow in the Summer Sc1100l of Music at North
western University with emphasis on computers in music educa
t ion . He recently received his certification to teach basic computer 
science in the State of Wisconsin . 

Gilbert Wilson, M.M.Ed. '49 , of Peru State College recently sent 
us a faculty recital program in which the VanderCook/Buchtel 
~election " Morning Glory" was programmed . 

COMMITTEE FORMED TO STUDY 
HONORARY DOCTORAL DEGREES 

Upon the recommendation of several alumni and VCM faculty, a 
committee has been formed to study and select candidates for the 
Honorary Doctoral degree. Over the years, there have been alum
ni and other members of the music education profession who have 
made outstanding contributions to music education through their 
teaching, composition , performances, writing and philanthropy. 
The purpose of the committee, composed of faculty, trustees and 
alumni , is to draw up guidelines and nominate candidates for the 
degree. The College plans to award its first honorary doctorate in 
July, 1985. 

IN MEMORIAM 
Mr. Charles H. Garster who received his M.M.Ed. 
from VCM in 1954 passed away on October 5, 1984 in 
Bluffton, Ohio. Mr. Carter was a retired public school 
music teacher who taught from 1926 until 1965 when 
he retired. 

Mr. Ralph Henry Locke died January 21 , 1985 of 
cancer in his Salisbury, Missouri home. Mr. Locke 
received his M.M.Ed. from VCM in 1941 . During his 
career, he was a teacher, farmer and businessman. 
He taught music at Mendon, Triplett, Brunswick, 
Glasgow, Salisbury and St. Joseph parochial school in 
Salisbury. Mr. Locke was an accomplished clarinetist 
and the former owner of the Locke Radio and Music 
Store in Salisbury, Missouri. 

Mr. Elver J. Fitchhorn, 88, died March 3, 1985, in 
Albuquerque, N.M. Mr. Fitchhorn has been called 
"the father of pre-band instruments in America". His 
widely used Song Flute was placed in the Smithsonian 
Institute in Washington , D.C. He developed and 
published several music sight-reading systems, in
cluding "Beat Response" and "Practical 
Procedures". Mr. Fitchhorn was named one of the 10 
outstanding band directors in the country in 1937 and 
was honored by the N.B.A. in 1967 for his contribu
tions to music education . He played for a time with 
John Philip Sousa's band. 



ALUMNI QUESTIONNAIRE 

9 ~909 SIOU!III '06B::l!48 
'811V UB6!4::l!VII 4lnoS 60C:£ 

UOqB!::lOSSV !uwnlV 

:Jlsnlf\j JO 86811O:J lJOO:)J8pUO/\ 
JOJ UOI+O:Jllqnd IOI:JIJJO 

oCJ\Vn~ N'v'/\ 

Name _________________________________________________________________________________ __ 
First Maiden/ Middle Last 

Address 

Is this a new address? __ 

Year of Graduation: 

Please send me a copy of the following: 
o A " Soundsheet" of the VCM Performing Organizations. 
o A College Catalog. 
o Recruiting materials to show prospective students. 

I am interested in helping VCM in the following capacities: 
o Working as a state or area alumni chairman. 
o Working at the booth at the Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic . 
o Calling people during the annual Phone-a-thon. 
o Setting up and working at a booth at your state music educators ' convention . 

Names and addresses of missing alumni : 

News for the VanGuard CLASSNOTES: _____________________________ __ 

Mail to : VanderCook College of Music , 3209 S. Michigan Avenue , Ch icago , Ill inois 60616 


