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Dear Alumni, 

There are a number of issues outside of the control of VanderCook College 
of Music that will affect our college during the remainder of the 1980's and into 
the 1990's. 

Declining enrollment in most of our United States will have the most adverse 
effect. High school enrollments will continue to drop until 1990 with a slight in
crease in 1992 and finally bottom out by 1995. Intense competition among col
leges and universities for music students began several years ago and should 
continue to escalate to a fever pitch. 

For several years we have been addressing this issue and will increasingly 
do so in the future. Several items have already been inaugurated and others 
will go into effect in the near future. 

First, since the fall of 1982 we have been offering substantial scholarships 
which may amount to a maximum of $2,400 tuition rebate per academic year 
and is granted on the basis of the student's scholastic and musical abilities, as 
well as his or her financial need. It is expected that the value of the scholar
ships that we offer will rise so that it will be possible for students to afford to ob
tain a VanderCook College of Music education. Without offering substantial aid 
we could not secure the quality of student that this institution needs. 

Second, since 1982 the admissions area of our college has been dramatical
ly changed both in its organization and procedures. Currently, two full-time 
employees spend their efforts in the recruitment and admissions of students. 
Their efforts have substantially helped us in attracting qualified students that 
will succeed both in college and afterwards in the job market. During the 
1981-82 academic year the college received 475 inquiries from high school 
students. However, in this 1983-84 academic year, we have received nearly 
2,000 inquiries. These numbers represent a dramatic rise; however, the strains 
on the college's budget for printing, telephones, secretarial and mailing ex
penses have also risen dramatically. But our efforts are paying oft: Vander
Cook had forty full-time and five part-time freshmen to enroll this past fall. The 
faculty was and continues to be overwhelmingly pleased with their qualifica
tions and chances of success. 

Third, the number of summer courses and continuing education workshops 
have risen each year with seventeen workshops scheduled for the summer of 
1984. These workshops will involve twenty-six faculty members. Workshop 
enrollment for the 1983 summer was one hundred twenty-three. We hope to do 
as well or better this summer. 

Fourth, we have been striving to increase gift giving and have for the past two 
years actively sought grants from foundations. These endeavors take long
range planning and the fruits of the labor requires patience combined with 
tenacity. Gift giving this year will be $31,000 or more. However, the college 
needs to increase this amount to more than $50,000 annually. 

Fifth, we are trying to improve the quality and quantity of percussion in
struments and add another grand piano to our inventory. For several years we 
have had students interested in attending our college as piano majors, but 
when they noticed that we have only one seven foot Steinway for practice they 
usually turned to other schools. We hope to find a good used grand piano in 
excellent condition to improve our deficiency in this area. Our percussion 
equipment has been improving for the past four years , however there is much 
need for added marimbas, xylophones, and a host of other percussion in
struments. This would make our percussion area more attractive to potential 
students interested in majoring in that area as well as those percussion majors 
already enrolled. We have, however, been helped in this area by our alumnus, 
Mr. Richard Schroeder, who made a handsome contribution towards the pur
chase of a new set of timpani. 

Sixth, we anticipate offering a Bachelors degree in Music Education with an 
emphasis in choral-vocal music education. The new curriculum for vocal ma
jors will begin in the fall of 1984. Our school has always been extremely strong 
in instrumental music education. However, our curriculum in choral music 
education could use improvement. A faculty curriculum committee has begun 
earnest work in this area. We will continue to require vocal majors to study all 
of the instruments and instrumental methods courses. However, about four
teen hours of instrumental courses will be dropped and replaced with fourteen 
semester hours of vocal emphasis course work. These vocal-choral courses 
will be challenging and practical. More in this area will be forthcoming in the fall 
edition of the VanGuard . 

The six points listed are our initial responses to the challenges of the 1980's 
and 1990's. How we face those challenges will determine the quality of our 
educational program and, ultimately, our future as an institution of higher 
education. 

IN MEMORIAM: 
DR. EDGAR THIESSEN 

Dr. Edgar Thiessen , President of VanderCook College 's 
Board of Trustees died unexpectedly of a heart attack on 
January 3, 1984. Dr. Thiessen served VanderCook College 
for nine years, bringing a sense of dignity and purpose to our 
institution . His graciousness, strength and wise leadership 
are missed. 

DR. EDGAR THIESSEN 
(The following article is reproduced from the Kiel Municipal Band Notes 
and the Kiel Tri-County Record, 1-11-84) 

A prominent figure in the world of 
local and national music was 
stricken by a heart attack on Tues
day, January 3, 1984. Edgar P. 
Thiessen, 70, was pronounced 
dead at Calumet Memorial 
Hospital. Though he was active 
throughout his life in many facets of 
instrumental music, Thiessen was 
best known in the Kiel area for his 
dedication as director of the Kiel 
Municipal Band. 

The late director beaan his affilia
tion with the KMB, -as a charter 
member of the clarinet section in 
1928. In 1934, he assumed the 

position of director, a role he enjoyed for fifty years. 
During his tenure , the Kiel Municipal Band became known throughout 

the area, the nation, and even the world, for its fine musical traditions. 
Thiessen ... was a Kiel native and a graduate of Kiel High School. He was 

born a son of the late Fred and Meta Langemak Thiessen, October 23, 
1913. His graduation from Kiel High School took place in 1931 . On Oc
tober 26, 1936, he married Ethel Sy in the Town of Eaton. 

Thiessen, a well-known musical instructor, earned a bachelor and 
master of arts degree from VanderCook College of Music in Chicago. Last 
May, he was accorded an honorary degree from Lakeland College. It was 
at that college where Thiessen served as head of the instrumental music 
department for twenty years , 1956-76. Prior to his involvement with 
Lakeland, Thiessen taught in the Elkhart Lake, Kiel, and New Holstein 
school systems, working with both vocal and instrumental students . 

After retiring from Lakeland in 1976, Thiessen continued to teach part
time at Silver Lake College, Manitowoc. 

Thiessen served as the president of the board of directors of the Vander
Cook College of Music and was a cofounder of the Lakeland College Music 
Recreation Camp. He was Chairman of the Community Band Division of 
the National Band Association. He was a member of the American Band
masters Association. Since 1983, he was the editor of the ABA's monthly 
column in the School Musician National Magazine. 

A member of Phi Beta Mu National Bandmasters honorary society , 
Thiessen was named the group's outstanding bandmaster for 1976. 
Thiessen's involvement in music was honored by the dedication of the 
1985 national convention of the ABA in his honor. That convention will be 
hosted by the Kiel Municipal Band next spring. 

During the late 1930's and 1940's, Thiessen directed his own dance 
band , "Eddie Thiessen's Orchestra, " which performed throughout the 
area. 

While directing the KMB, Thiessen composed several musical selec
tions . The most well noted of those was his spirited march , " KMB." 

During his years as a resident of New Holstein , Thiessen served a six
year term on the New Holstein City Council , and remained active in many 
civic organizations and projects. 

Funeral services were held on Friday (Jan . 6) at St. John U.C.C., New 
Holstein. The Reverends David Lauer , Lakeland College; James Massart , 
Silver Lake College; and Albert Borns officiated. Rev . Michael Kaehr was 
the organist. 

The Kiel Municipal Band led the funeral procession from the Kiel City 
Hall to the Kiel Cemetery . Members of the family and the KMB Board of 
Directors walked in the proceSSion. A memorial fund has been established 
in Dr. Thiessen 's name. 



SUMMER, '84: TWO DYNAMIC 
SYMPOSIUMS ... 

A special highlight of Summer '84 are our two symposiums " Practical 
Solutions to Problems in Music Education. " Both are designed for the 
practicing music educator who is seeking to broaden his or her perspec
tives on musicianship and music teaching . Students may earn 4 hours 
credit for each workshop or take a workshop for no credit at two-thirds the 
cost. 

SYMPOSIUM I: June 25-29 

Rehearsal and Conducting Techniques for Beginning through Ad· 
vanced Instrumental Groups. 

Colonel Bourgeous and Mr . 
Ployhar will share this segment of 
Symposium I, with Mr. Ployhar 
focusing on the elementary and 
junior high school and Col. 
Bourgeous on the high school 
band. 

Baritone Horn Performance and 
Teaching 

As an outstanding teacher and per
former on the baritone horn Mr. 
Ray Young is eminently qualified to 
spend a day explaining the " ins 
and outs" of the effective teaching 
of this instrument. His portion of the 
symposium will deal with em
bouchure, articulation , mouth-

-pieces, onai- rang , brp·.,Thinrr-
techniques and literature for the 
baritone horn . 

Clarinet Performance and 
Teaching 

Thomas Thompson , clarinetist with 
the Pittsburgh Symphony will 
analyze problems pertinent to 
clarinet performance and teaching . 

SYMPOSIUM II: July 9·13 

Rehearsal and Conducting 
Techniques will be discussed and 
analyzed by Dr. Harry Begian, 
Director of Bands, University of II· 
linois , former high school band 
director , and recipient of the Na
tional Band Association Citation of 
Excellence. 

COLONEL 
JOHN BOURGEOUS 

RAYMOND YOUNG 

THOMAS THOMPSON 

DR. HARRY BEGIAN 

Vincent Cichowicz, regarded as one of the finest cornet and trumpet 
teachers in the world , will spend a day presenting his portion of Sym
posium II Trumpet and Cornet Performance and Teaching. 

Harvey Philips, Distinguished Pro
fessor of Music , Indiana University , 
and internationally known tubist will 
make his contribution to Sym
posium II with his clinic entitled The 
Art of ' Tuba Performance and 
Teaching. 

Larry Teal author of the well-known 
text " The Art of Saxophone Play
ing" , Professor Emeritus , Universi
ty of Michigan , performer, and 
teacher will spend a day during 
Symposium II presenting his clinic 
Saxophone Performance and 
Teaching. 

HARVEY PHILIPS 

LARRY TEAL 

... AND A POTPOURRI OF WORKSHOPS 
AND CLINICS FOR INSTRUMENTAL, 
CHORAL, GENERAL MUSIC, STRING 

AND PIANO TEACHERS 

Vic Zajec, Professor at VCM, will 
again host his popular Instrument 
Repair Worshop June 11-15 

Students working in the instrument 
repair laboratory 

Contemporary Drill Design and 
Charting Techniques for Marching 
Band will be presented by Gary Smith , 
Director of the University of Illinois' 
Marching Illini and his assistant. There 
will be advanced and beginning sec
tions of this workshop which will run 
June 18-22 

Professor Richard E. Brittain, of the 
VCM faculty will present his Directing, 
Interpretation and Rehearsal 
Techniques Workshop June 11-15 



.. 

VCM Faculty member Margaret 
Nichols will give classes in piano 
study and group techniques the 
weekend of June 23-24 in her 
workshop Renewing Keyboard Skills 
for Improved Teaching Effec
tiveness: A Weekend Workshop 
Using Piano in the General Music 
Curriculum 

Faculty member Carol Hall will con
duct a workshop for string teachers 
who work in elementary and secon
dary school group instructional situa
tions the week of June 25-29 entitled 
Professional Enrichment for 
Teachers of Strings 

Another faculty member, Robert Bartley will present a workshop Vocal Training 
Techniques for Solo and Ensemble Singing June 25-29 

Jay Dawson, free-lance composer/arranger and Mike Sweeney, composer and 
manager of instrumental publications for Hal Leonard Publishing Corporation are 
both experts in marching band arranging and will team teach a workshop Scor
ing for Higher Scores: Marching Band Arranging the week of July 9-13 

Ruth Artman and Sally Russell are both well know for their outstanding work 
with the young choir and , in particular, for their ability to program and present 
shows. Such is the subject matter for their upcoming 2 hours workshop July 
16-18 Show-Stoppers for the Young Choir: The "How-to" of Creating Ex
citing Choral Perfonnances for Elementary - Middle-Junior High School. 

Dr. Kirby Shaw and Markita Haraden Shaw are the renowned experts in the 
jazz and show choir movement. Together, they will present a one-week session 
July 16-20 for choir directions and , if they wish, two of their select students in their 
Jazz/Show Choir Workshop . 

Dr. David Hines, Craftsman member of the Piano Technicians Guild and 
Technical Services Director for Hendricks Music will present The Piano: Its 
Structure and Functions (A Workshop that Explores and Explains the Inner 
Workings and Functions of the Piano) July 23-27. The student who completes 
this course will have a thorough enough understanding of the craftsmanship in
volved In the piano to evaluate the worth of a used or new piano and to know 
when technical services have been done well. 

Sing, Dance, Play and Listen 
Workshop: A Guide for the Elemen
tary Music Teacher will be presented 
by Nancy Larson July 3O-August 3. 

VCM faculty member George Hatten
dorf is the instructor for Percussion 
for the Non-Percussionist: Skills 
and Techniques for the Non
Percussionist who Teaches Grade 
School through High School 
Students. 

Choral Conducting: Back to Basics 
is the theme of VCM faculty member 
Karen French's workshop running 
from July 30-August 3. The participant 
will develop expressive conducting 
style, techniques for building good 
tone quality, and selecting and pro
gramming a repertoire that is par
ticularly gratifying at the high school 
level. . 

Tubist Roger Rocco will present his 
week-long workshop Brass Ensem
ble Perfonnance Practices and 
Literature Workshop July 3O-August 
3. 



"Pieces to the Motivation Puzzle" 
by Lacey Powell 

Lacey Powell, M.M.Ed. '58, recently published the above titled article in 
the February 1984 Music Educators Journal. 

"Motivation, that quality essential in band, choir, orchestra, or general 
classroom music, is difficult to promote in our changing society ... Motiva
tion is that forceful ingredient that causes our students to exhibit a par
ticular behavior." 

In the article, Mr. Powell makes the following points: 

1. Study your group: Why did each student join the class? Just 
because you as a teacher accept your role and duties does not 
mean the student will have similar acceptance of his or her role as a 
learner . He or she may have joined because of the people who are in 
the group , because he or she is interested in the class, or because it 
is a means of reaching a goal that exists outside of the group. Also, 
by dramatizing the value of the group's properties or gains to be 
derived from belonging , the attraction to the group may be stronger. 
Attitude towards the group is another important factor. The more 
highly a person values his membership, the more closely will his at
titudes conform to group consensus. 

2. Emphasize intrinsic rewards: Interest of lasting value comes from 
within the musical experience. Encourage long-term gains by em
phasizing intrinsic rewards throughout the demanding discipline 
each student must learn . Introduce a new work with properly spac
ed , brief introductions to increase your group's understanding and 
appreciation of the work. Inspiring rehearsals result from spirit and 
substance of the music rather than the technical aspects . Thus, 
choose music of good quality and find interest-generating items 
within the music. 

3. Why do students learn?: The best motivational technique is the 
ability to teach. Both intrinsic and extrinsic values must be taught. 
Remember that adolescent's tastes and interests are not stable, and 
that people pursue activities that enhance their status of self. 

4. Set individual strategies: Because of the varied levels of 
background in each student, effective motivation on the teacher's 
part is a must. The pupil must see a grade, reward, or punishment as 
an inherent aspect of learning so that learning results are better. 
With positive reinforcement and negative punishment, the teacher 
achieves the goal of changed behavior without attacking or threaten
ing the student. Also , a teacher must elicit positive responses from 
tile students by making sure that air eqoTpmen IS tTl pla-c-e When
students come to class. The rehearsal should begin on time with a 
piece in which everyone participates and the rehearsal should 
always end on a positive note. 
The student is motivated by purposes and goals that make sense to 
him . Motivation begins as a consideration of these with the challeng
ing task of helping him grow musically. 

RALPH MASTRO, 8.M.Ed. '80,: 
NEW ADMISSIONS OFFICER 

Ralph Mastro came " on board" the VCM staff in the fall of 1983 as our 
Associate Director of Admissions , bringing the admissions staff up to two 
full-time members. Along with Anthony Gunia, Ralph visits high schools, 
attends college fairs, interviews students, and oversees the flow of infor
mation to prospective students . Now that almost a year has passed , and 
Ralph has learned the ropes of the field , VCM will be doubling its efforts to 
bring information about VCM to high school students throughout the 
midwest , in particular. 

If you would like to have either Ralph Mastro or Anthony Gunia visit your 
high school , please call or write anytime. 

STUDENTS OF NOTE 
o Seniors Mick Kuntz and Doug Schuler, both trumpetists, won 

Outstanding Soloist awards at this year's Elmhurst College Jazz 
Festival. 

o Senior B.J. Dunlap was elected President of District VII (II. , IN., OH ., 
MI., KY.) of Tau Beta Sigma, National Honorary Band Sorority . 

o Junior Willie Owens won a $150 scholarship as first prize winner in 
this year's annual Plaque Competition . 

o B.J. Dunlap was named Valedictorian and Tami DeNoel , 
Salutatorian, of the 1984 graduating class. 

o Senior Craig Smith's band " Ace Productions" wrote the music and 
choreography for " Do You Wanna ' Mess Around?" a music video 
which they also produced. It has been televised . 

FACUL TV OF NOTE 
Jay Fry , Dean of the Undergraduate Division and Assistant Professor, 
Music History and Theory, and Director of Student Teaching was honored 
as the Distinguished Alumnus of Springfield College in Illinois. He ad
dressed the graduating class at their Baccalaureate Brunch on May 18, 
1984. 

Margaret Nichols , Assistant Professor, Applied and Class Piano, achiev
ed specj& QLofessiollal reco nition b the~sic Teachers National 
Association (MTNA) as a nationally certified teacher 0 iano. rs. 
Margaret McCall Nichols was recommended for this advanced profes
sional standing by the Illinois Music Teachers Association on the basis of 
continued outstanding achievement and high professional standards in 
the field of music pedagogy. This includes musical competence, teaching 
preparation, and successful teaching experience. 

Niel Dunlap , Associate Professor in 
History, Applied Trumpet and Jazz 
Studies wrote and produced a 
special radio program series " The 
Big Bands" which was aired on 
WOUI , the Illinois Institute of 
Technology radio broadcasting sta
tion . The broadcast ran for five days 
and traced the history of Big Band 
Music in America from 1913 to 1959. 
The series was broadcast in connec
tion with liT's observance of One 
World , Many Cultures which focuses 
on a different nation each week. 

Vic Zajec , Professor of Applied Woodwinds , Woodwind Methods, 
Acoustics and Instrument Repair , Director of the Symphonic Concert Band 
and Dean of the Graduate Division directed the Illinois All-State Band at 
the Illinois Music Educators Association All-State Conference Program 
held in Springfield , Illinois January 19-21 , 1984. 

TRUSTEE NEWS 
Dr. Walter McCrone, founder and director of McCrone Research In

stitute , is the newly elected Chairman of the VCM Board of Trustees . Mr. 
Vito Pascucci , President of G. Leblanc Corporation remains as Vice
Chairman. 

In addition , three new trustees have been appointed to the Board : Mr. 
Stan Stitgen , President ()f Yamaha Musical Products ; Mr. William 
Petersen, President of H.A. Selmer , Inc.; and Mr. Bill Schultz, President of 
the Fender Division of CBS Musical Instruments. 

Trustee Merle J. Isaac was given the 1984 Distinguished Service Award 
by the Illinois Unit of the American String Teachers Association (ASTA) at 
the recent MENC convention in Chicago. 



MIDWEST BAND AND ORCHESTRA CLINIC, 1983 

The Program 

Symphonic Concert March . ................... G. Bonelli/Falcone 

Capriccio Italiene . 

Festal Day . 

......... .. ... Peter I. TschaikowskylWinterbottom 

.... Forrest L. Buchtel 
Guest Conductor: Dr. Forrest L. Buchtel 

Viva Musica, A Concert Overture for Winds .......... . .. James Barnes 
Guest Conductor: Dr. Alfred Reed 

American Symphonette No.2, 1 st Mv\. ............ Morton Gould/Yoder 
Guest Conductor: Paul Yoder 

Light Cavalry ............................ Franz von Suppe/Hubbell 
Guest Conductor: George Hattendorf 

Fantasia for Saxophone ......... . ................... Claude Smith 
Guest Soloist: Dale Underwood, United States Navy Band 

Guest Conductor: Claude Smith 

Symphony No.3, Finale ............... Gustav Mahler/Reynolds 
Guest Conductor: Dr. William D. Revelli 
Director Emeritus, University of Michigan 

Viva Grana, Paso Doble . . .. Francisco Alonso 

Second Symphony, Finale .... . ... . .. .... . ........ . . James Barnes 
Victor Zajec, Director 

A FEW OF THE COMMENTS: 
" I'd like to take this opportunity to thank you and the VanderCook Band for 
an excellent performance of the FINALE to James Barnes ' SECOND SYM
PHONY. Your performance was indeed a positive reflection on the com
poser and the work, not to mention the ensemble" 

Thomas M. Peck 
Instrumental Editor 

Neil A. Kjos Music Company 

"Thanks for giving a superb concert at the Midwest Band and Orchestra 
Clinic. I am especially grateful to you for the excellent performance you 
gave of FANTASIA FOR AL TO SAXOPHONE. / so much appreciate the 
work you did in the preparation of the piece. Certainly your program was a 
highlight of the Clinic. " 

Claude T. Smith 
Composer - Conductor 

" To me the Band sounded the best I have ever heard it. It has a beautiful 
tone--well-blended and transparent. The technique had both fine lyricism 
and brilliancy. The general playing had consistent accuracy and sensitivity 
as well as a fine musical style. The players impressed with their eagerness 
to achieve excellence. " 

Dr. Alfred Reed 
Composer, Clinician, Educator 

Dr. Leonard Falcone 
Director Emeritus 

Michigan State University Bands 

Alfred Reed conducted the 
premier of his composition VIVA 
MUSICA! which was , as is in
scribed on the manuscript: 
" Commissioned by Vander
Cook College of Music and 

• dedicated to all who strive for 
excellence in the noble field of 
music education ." 

". 

Dr. Paul Yoder 
Composer, Educator 

Claude Smith 
Composer, Educator 

Senior Chief, Dale Underwood 

Dr. William Revelli 
Director Emeritus 

University of Michigan 

Paul Yoder arranged the 
popular Morton Gould 
AMERICA SYMPHONETTE 
No. 2 as part of the fulfullment 
of the requirements for his 
master 's degree from Nor
thwestern University and was at 
the Mid-West Clinic conducting 
the same piece,--42 years after 
he received his degree. 

Claude Smith composed and 
conducted the brilliant piece 
FANTASIA FOR SAXOPHONE 
which was written for Dale 
Underwood of the United States 
Navy Band and premiered only 
ten months before the perfor
mance by the VCM band. 

Dale Underwood is a sax
ophone instrumentalist with the 
United States Navy Band. He is 
a frequent soloist with the Navy 
Band and other organizations 
and has had six compositions 
especially written and dedicated 
to him , including FANTASIA 
. FOR SAXOPHONE. 

Dr. William Revelli , Dean of 
Conductors of Symphonic Con
cert Bands and eminent 
graduate of VCM , conducted an 
arrangement of the slow sixth 
movement of Mahler's SYM
PHONY NO. 3. This arrange
ment is rapidly becoming a part 
of the standard band repertoire. 



CLASSNOTES 
Rutherford H. Allison. B.M.Ed. '76, says that "Music should be played in 
the key of life!" 

Alex M. Bakalat, B.M.Ed. '69 , is working for Avis O'Hare. 

William E. Bertram, B.M.Ed. '36, director of the West Suburban Lutheran 
Band, presented a Winter Concert at the Lutheran Home and Service for 
the Aged , where he is a resident. Guest conductors included VCM alums 
Dr. Royal Reimer, B.M.Ed . '51 , and Bill Thurn , B.M.Ed. '38, M.M.Ed. '56. 

Philip W. Blycker, M.M.Ed . '66, is working on his D.M .A. at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth , Texas . 

Rudolph V. Boone, Sr. , M.M.Ed . '64, was the co-chairman of the 1984 
All-County Band, Winston-Salem/Forsy1h County Schools, and has been 
elected to a 3-year term on the Presby1ery of Concord's Coordinating Council, 
1984, 1985 and 1986. 

Hartley W. Brown , M.M.Ed . '62 , is in his 27th year of teaching at Valley 
Junior High School in Grand Forks , North Dakota. He is doing arranging 
for grade school musicals also. 

Philip K. Chilcote, M.M.Ed . '81, is now student pastor at Trinity United 
Methodist Church in London, Ohio. He is working toward the Divinity 
Degree and becoming an ordained United Methodist minister. He and his 
wife, Janice, and sons, twins John and Matthew, are pleased at the arrival 
of new daughter, Sarah Elizabeth . 

Sharon Maloney Cooper , B.M.Ed. '66, teaches general music in the Hunt 
Elementary Complex in Jackson Public Schools, Jackson, Michigan , 
grades K-6. Both of her sons, Tom and Andy, play the piano. Tom plays 
percussion in the Jackson Catholic Middle School 7th grade band. 

Dennis Dell , M.M .Ed. '81, has a new job as the High School Orchestra 
Director at C.M. Russell High School and Great Falls High School. He also 
assists with the junior high string program. 

Anthony C. Della Costa, B.M.Ed . '70, is working as the Systems Coor
dinator in the Data Processing and Systems Development Department at 
Kodak, Colorado Division . He is also employed as Director of Music 
Ministries at West Greeley Baptist Church in Greeley, Colorado as well as 
voluntarily working as Director of Instrumental Music at Dayspring Chris
tian School in Greeley. 

Larry Douglas, M.M.Ed. '64, is the assistant conductor of the Bath 
Municipal Band in Bath, Maine. He does solo work on the euphonium with 
the band and also plays in the Peoples Community Concert Band of South 
Portland, Maineo He plays-trombone with the Bath Municipal Dance Band 
and with the Colby Community Symphony. He is in business for himself as 
the owner and manager of a Yureka Food Corporation Local Distribution 
Center, which is located in Portland, Maine. If anyone else is interested in 
a part-time business from your home, please contact him. They also can 
do fund raising with Yureka Foods. 

Orville M. Eidem, M.M.Ed. '60, director of the 65-member North Dakota 
State University Gold Star Band recently completed a tour of Minnesota, 
Wisconsin , Illinois and North Dakota. As part of their tour, the ensemble 
presented a concert to the full student body at VCM, performing works of 
Ron Nelson, Claude T. Smith, Jim Curnow, FisherTull, John Philip Sousa, 
Joseph Willcox Jenkens, Malcolm Arnold and Ward-Dragon. 
Orville specializes in low brass instruments and plays the baritone horn 
and trombone. He has been a guest soloist with school bands in the North 
Dakota and Minnesota areas. He frequently serves as guest conductor 
and clinician for high school bands in North Dakota, South Dakota, Min
nesota and Canada and has been on the staff of the International Music 
Camp for nine years. He is also a member of the College Band Directors 
National Association , the National Association of Jazz Educators , the 
American School Band Directors Association and the International Trom
bone Association. He has served as governor of Kappa Kappa Psi, an 
honorary music fraternity , and is included in the International Who's Who 
in Music and Who's Who in the Midwest. 
The Eidems have four children and reside at 1136 Fourteenth Street 
North, Fargo. 

Dennis Granlie, M.M.Ed. '82 , and his wife , Marianne, are travelling to 
Europe with the North American Youth Band this summer. Dennis is the 
organizing chairman of the 1984 Montana All-State Band. 

Lyle Hamel, M.M.Ed. '54, is principal of the Pamona Adventist Jr. 
Academy. He recently sent the following note to the VCM Alumni Associa
tion: 
" I was pleased to get the Summer edition of the Van Grad. I am Masters 
graduate of 1954, started at the Washington location and graduated at 
your present location. Thought you might be interested that my wife and I 
had a rewarding visit with Haskell Harr. He has a slide presentation about 
his early years as a musician, starting with his playing cornet in the circus 
band. We talked of the early years of VanderCook, H.E. Beckerman, 
Petersen, etc. I'm glad you put the note in about the where abouts of 
Haskell, Thanks. Our family has had a real record of involvement with 
VanderCook. My father took VanderCook correspondence course on Cor
net playing and I remember well our trip from Wisconsin for my Dad to 
spend time with VanderCook as part of the course. My Dad taught music 
and directed bands in Wisconsin for over 40 years. My two older brothers, 

Paul and Louis graduated from VanderCook ahead of me when the college 
was still at the Washington address. They are both retired from teaching. I 
have one more year before retiring . I spent nearly 30 years in music 
teaching , nine years in college teaching , before accepting a School Ad· 
ministration position. I enjoy the change of pace these past 8 years . Con
tinued success in the years ahead. I hope VanderCook College never 
swerves from the practical ideals that made the school what it is today!" 

Edward Hanon , M.M.Ed. '51, retired June 10, 1982. He now teaches on 
contract and also teaches private lessons. He still enjoys teaching and per
forming , especially oboe, violin and flute . 

Dennis Hayslett , M.M.Ed. '81 , is conductor of the Southeast Middle 
School Seventh and Eighth Grade Band which presented a concert at the 
Ohio Music Education Association State Professional Conference in the 
Grand Ballroom of the Convention Center in Day1on, Ohio. The program 
included works by Ralph Vaughan Williams, Jared Spears, W. Francis 
McBeth, Claude T. Smith , Vaclav Nelhybel and Charles A. Zimmerman. 
The selection PRAYER AND PROCLAMATION by Jared Spears was com
posed especially for and dedicated to Mr. Hayslett and the Southeast 
Band. 

Richard Higgins, M.M.Ed . '54, is retiring from Peabody Conservatory of 
Music in Baltimore, Maryland, in May, 1984. 

Bill Hossler, M.M.Ed. '72, of Bellaire , Ohio called VanderCook College iri 
December, 1983. He is a tubist that had to have his teeth extracted and 
replaced with dentures in 1980. However, nothing worked to help him 
restore the quality of his tuba playing since the traditional dentures do 
cause considerable performance difficulties. He contacted many dental 
schools throughout the country until he finally found a dentist who could 
help him . Bill now enjoys tuba playing and remarks that he even plays bet
ter than ever thanks to the special denture techniques of Dr. David Ander
son of Wheeling , West Virginia . Apparently Dr. Anderson has helped a 
number of brass performers. For those who would like to know more about 
this kind of help they should contact Bill Hossler, 326-22nd Street, Bellaire , 
Ohio , 614-676-3985. 

Florence and Ralph Lewis , B.M.Ed . '32, '34, are both retired after over 30 
years in the Chicago School System . Florence was one of the first women 
graduates of VCM . 

Amydee Domres McGowan, M.M.Ed . '71 , was married June 26, 1982. 

Dr. John R. McMullen, M.M.Ed. '50, is enjoying his retirement in Arizona 
and keeping busy. He hopes to see more VCM grads teaching in Arizona, 
especTallyTucson!- ----

Susan MacGregor, B.M .Ed . '74, has a new baby girl, Linda, born June 27, 
1983. She also has another child , Chris, who was born November 5, 1980. 

Kenneth Marx, M.M.Ed . '82 , is presently band director at Lemont Central 
Junior High School in Lemont, Illinois. 

Vernon H. Peiper, M.M.Ed. '72, of Middleton, Wisconsin , had open heart 
surgery last summer. 

Terry Roundtree , M.M.Ed. '78, is High School Director in Tifton , Georgia, 
has been married 1112 years, and has a 7 month old girl named Tara. His 
marching band won 3 Grand championships in the state of Georgia this 
fall. 

James R. Sawyer, B.M.Ed. '77, current Director of Instrumental Music at 
Ottawa Hills High School in Grand Rapids, Michigan recently published an 
article "Developing the contest winning brass section " in The School 
Musician, January, 1984. 

Colette Small , M.M.Ed. '81, and Robert Greensley, B.M.Ed. '81, are 
team teaching in Bath, Maine and are engaged to be married . 

William Sutherland, M.M.Ed . '68 , of Charlotte, Michigan teaches at 
Charlotte Junior High School. A former student of his is director of the 
Grand Lodge, Michigan, Wind Ensemble. 

Jack E. Williamson , M.M.Ed. '67, directed the All-State Honors Band at 
the Illinois Music Educators Association's All State Conference Program 
held in Springfield , Illinois January 19-21 , 1984. 

IN MEMORIAM 
Archie McAllister, B.M.Ed. '64, died December 2, 1983 in a 
car accident. 

John L. McCarthy, M.M.Ed. '65, died on March 14, 1984 

Agnes Kahler, died in October, 1983 

Lynn Huffman , B.M.Ed . '34, who was band director and 
music supervisor at the Bensenville, Illinois schools for 35 
years died on March 8, 1984. 

Paul E. Daniels , B.M.Ed. '42, M.M.Ed. '59, from S.I.U ., died 
February 9, 1984 



"BANDMASTER'S HALL OF FAME" 
The charter members of the " Bandmaster's Hall of Fame", sponsored 

by Phi Beta Mu, State of Illinois, XI Chapter , have been selected and in
clude six alumni of VCM . Northwestern University will house the Hall of 
Fame in a lighted showcase in Regenstein Hall , their music building . In
duction ceremonies took place June 1, 1984. Charter members of the Hall 
of Fame are the following (asterisk indicates a VCM alumnus) : 

Robert Allan , Normal 
Dr. Harry Begian, Urbana 

• Dr. Forrest L. Buchtel, Evanston 
• Dr. Ernest O. Caneva, New Lenox 
Anton J. Cerveny, Harvard 
W.W. Chunn , Harrisburg 
W.C. Edwards, Park Ridge 
Robert Gray, Urbana 

• Haskell W. Harr , Glendora, Ca. 

Mark H. Hindsley, Urbana 
Lyle A. Hopkins, South Holland 
Paul Peter Jankowski, Lansing 
Robert E. Jorgensen , Monticello 

• Harold Luhman , Belvidere 
Cloyd Myers, Sterling 
John P. Paynter, Evanston 
Charles S. Peters , Joliet 

• Victor W. Zajec , Homewood 

Deceased members are: 

Glenn Cliffe Bainum 
Cleason Etzkorn 
Laurence Fogelberg 

Frank Kreider 
C.B. Nesler 

·H.E. Nutt 
A.A. Harding 

JOINT CHORAL CONCERT 
The VCM Choir, under the direction of Ms. Karen French, joined together 

with the IVS School of Music Choir , directed by William Messner, to pre
sent a concert at VanderCook. The IVS School of Music is a unique, pro
fessional music school devoted entirely to the training of singers and 
pianists for performance and teaching careers in popular or classical 
music. 

A NEW VANDERCOOK 
TRADITION 
BEGINS 

With the premier of Alfred Reed 's composition VIVA MUSICAl, a new 
VCM tradition has begun: The commissioning of major works for sym
phonic concert band by eminent composers . This year's premier was 
" ... dedicated to all who strive for excellence in the noble field of music 
education ." 

Dr. Reed , in an article written for The School Musician (December, 
1983) discusses his work in these words: 

" As a composer, I am well aware of the difficulties and at times , 
downright dangers, of anyone, even the composer himself, attempting 
to pin down in words what music alone can truly (and completely) ex
press . Nevertheless, ... as to what this new work is about, I would like to 
reaffirm my belief in the future of music education , especially in
strumental music education , in our schools and colleges, which has 
done so much for so many, and which has given so many young per
sons the opportunity of becoming acquainted and well-versed in music 
'from the inside.' 

This has created both a hugh pool of talented and serious performers 
in all styles of music and the largest audiences that the world has ever 
seen . If this is not an occasion for celebration and joy on the part of 
those who have accomplished it , those dedicated, hard-working men 
and women in the trenches of music education , who daily face the 
students and their problems and demands and somehow seem to 
come out on top far more than half the time , what could possibly be? 

As a composer intimately bound up with opportunities and challenges 
offered me on an almost daily basis, I can only say that the composition 
of VIVA MUSICAl was a celebration of joy ... even during those periods 
of hard work and the beating of one's head against the rock-hard wall of 
inspiration and effort necessary to make it all come out. 

I am especially grateful to James Gilworth and Victor Zajec and all 
those at VanderCook who have honored me with the offer of this first 
such commission in their school's history, and for those directors in the 
field who , in turn , have helped make this possible by their faith in my 
music and devotion in the performances of it during the years . No mere 
words of gratitude could possibly be sufficient. .. my heartfelt thanks are 
all there in the music itself. To you all , I can only say in words , 'VIVA 
MUSICAl ' 

WIND ENSEMBLE PERFORMS AT THE 
DCI WINTER CONVENTION 

The VCM Wind Ensemble , under the direction of Assistant Professor 
George Hattendorf , was the first and only concert group to present a con
cert at the annual Drum Corps International convention . The convention 
was held this past December at the Ramada Inn-O'Hare. About 700 peo
ple were in attendance. 

MISSING ALUMNI-------

If anyone knows the whereabouts of any of the following alumni, 

please, let us know. 

Achterhof, Paul 
Adams, Larry 
Allison, John D. 
Amoss , Howard 
Anderson , Wendy 
Arndt , David 
Ashford , Charles 
Avallone , Frank R. Jr. 
Beckley, Joshua 
Bellamy, Coley Martin 
Benton , Larry R. 
Biddle , William B. 
Brand, Alton L. 
Briggs, Robert 
Brown , Richard 
Browning, Carlylye 
Canny, William J . 
Carlson , Richard 
Casper, Sergei 
Chladil , Edwin 
Christian , Edwin C. 
Compton , Sonny O. 
Condy, Louis H. 
Coombs, Richard 
Daraban , John 
David , Joseph A. 
Davis, Danny B. 
Davis , Phillip N. 
Davis, Stephen D. 
Dessain , John A. 
Draper, Richard 
Duncan , Geary 
Edwards, Jerry 
Erwin, Neil 
Fereis , Kenneth 
Flem ing , Duane A. 
Gamboa, David 
Gobba, G. Virgil 
Gorsek, John Stanley 
Gray, Louis 
Greene, Theodore S. 
Gregory, Thomas E. 
Hamilton , John 
Hansen, Steven S. 
Hardt, Victor 
Harris , Oral L. 
Hartman, Diane 
Hasty, John G. Jr. 
Hayek, Arthur W. 

Hayes, Joshua 
Heidlebaugh , Randy L. 
Hichman, Don 
Himes, George 
Hinkle, Elmer 
Hughes, James W. 
Hunt, Harry 
Irwin , Willis 
Jackson , Lynne A. 
Jones, Richard L. 
Keck, William T. 
Kiburz , Thomas A. 
King , Charles 
Kline, James C. 
Kline , Kenneth 
Knapp , Gary D. 
Knoflicek, Thomas A. 
Koppien , Kim L. 
Kozelka, David A. 
Kryder , Neil 
LaMantia, Phil ip James 
Lane , Ronald G. 
Langbein , Charles 
Lave , Joseph R. 
Lawrence, Opal M. 
Legacy, Robert 
Lejeune , Frank 
Lizcano, Elpid io 
Lowe, Harold 
Lulek, Adolph 
McCarty, Perry 
McCree , Cheyney J . 
McMenamin , Marvin E. 
Marsh , Leonard A. 
Mattocks , Daryl 
May, Charles G. 
Meads, Melvin K. 
Miller, Joseph P. 
Morris, William J . 
Moyer, Darl A. 
Murphy, Leland G. 
Naso, John J . 
Nickel , Victor S. 
Niece, Lewis 
Olson , Ellis 
Overton , David M. 
Penn , Carolyn L. 
Perske, Joyce C. 
Petit , Linda A. 

Polce , Vincent J. 
Polk , Richard V. 
Puehler , Terry L. 
Quinn , Harold W. 
Ramsey, Stephen P. 
Rehberg, Beverly 
Rhodes, Robert III 
Richards , Arden 
Ridgway, Herschel F. 
Ringley, Lloyd E. 
Roberts , Joseph 
Robinson , Ernest 
Roman , Joseph 
Sampson , Norman V. 
Sandall , LeRoy 
Schuldt , Robert O. 
Shearer, Robert 
Sherman , James P. 
Silver, Kathy A. 
Speidel , Stephen F. 
Stanton , Thomas J . 
Stock , Ken C. 
Styles, James 
Szak , Fred 
Taylor , Patric ia 
Teltschik , Avey 
Tendick , Kenneth D. 
Theodore , Wilbert R. 
Tito, Lou Ann 
Tomlin , Terry 
Turner , John 
Ventelli , Gary 
Verm ilion , Clyde G. 
Wadman , Dale Evan 
Walgamuth , Tim J . 
Wallick, Richard W. 
Walter , Neil Ervin 
Washington , Carolyn L. 
Weiss, Barry 
Wilkins , Harriet 
Williams, Catherine 
Williams, Charles 
Williams, Charles B. 
Wingerter , David 
Wooten , David 
Wright , Joel S. 
Zapata, Roland 
Zylman , Terril J . 



ALUMNI QUESTIONNAIRE 
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Name ______________ =-__________________ ~~~~----------------~~----------------
First Maidenl Middle Last 

Address 

Is this a new address? __ __ 

Year of Graduation: __ __ 

Please send me a copy of the following : 
o A "Soundsheet" of the VCM Performing Organizations. 
o A College Catalog. 
o Recruiting materials to show prospective students. 

I am interested in helping VCM ip the following capacities: 
o Working as a state or area alumni chairman. 
o Working at the booth at the Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic . 
o Calling people during the annual Phone-a-thon. 
o Setting up and working at a booth at your state music educators' convention. 

Names and addresses of missing alumni: 

News for the VanGuard CLASSNOTES: ____________________________________________________ _ 

Mail to: VanderCook College of Music, 3209 S. Michigan Avenue , Chicago, Illinois 60616 


