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LETTER FROM THE VICE-CHAIRMAN 
OF VCM'S BOARD OF TRUSTEES, 

VITO PASCUCCI 
Dear Alumni , 

The search for solutions to reform and rebuild America 's educational system 
is a monumental task. 

The National Commission on Excellence in Education addressed this concem. 
Seemingly, the overall remedy is a resurgence of back to basics with a teaching 
force justly rewarded on the basis of results. These are only two solutions, 
however, amid an intensive program aimed at seating American education once 
more at the head of the international classroom. 

As our education system shifts to re-€mphasize these five basics - English , 
mathematics, science, social studies and computer science - programs in the 
humanities, fine arts and performing arts could be reduced drastically. 

As the commission recommends increasing graduation requirements for train
ing in the five essentials, it also urges that the high school curriculum provide pro
grams " requiring rigorous effort in subjects that advance student's personal, 
educational and occupational goals, such as the fine and performing arts." The 
commission recognizes and emphasizes in its report that music and the arts com
plement the basics and should demand the same performance standards and 
requirements. 

But what will happen in practice? 
As schools boost the basics, might they in turn barricade the advancement of 

music and arts education? These are too vital to a well-balanced education to get 
iost in the educational shuffle. 

Students involved in such programs learn the basics better than do students 
who are not similarly involved. In fact, training in music is supplemental to learning 
English, math or any other fundamental skill and is a synergistic element to any 
course of study. 

Music involves mathematics to a degree. The meter signature, with its rigid bar 
lines within the staff which outline measures, make it imperative that students 
learn to count mentally any combination of notes and rests within measures, 
sometimes dividing single beats as many as 16 or 32 times. The precision by 
which this thought process must be developed will improve students ' 
mathematical aptitudes, the more so since the computer is not involved. 

Music and arts education is an integral component of a well-balanced cur
riculum and should be the students' prerogative, accessible for curious students 
to explore and master. We need both computer experts and artists to make this 
country great. Interestingly, in mathematically minded Japan, students start music 
programs at very tender ages. 

I am calling for a nationwide commission to examine the role of music and arts 
education. I'd be surprised if experts in education didn 't reaffirm my belief in its 
proper educational role. 

We must not sever such programs, which act as catalysts to higher learning. 
Rather, we should re-€valuate our nation 's educational balance to design an 
educational mix most conducive to reaching the basic goal of our school system 
- to encourage students to strive for their potential. 

Music and art have enriched the lives of so many, and the livelihood of this en-
tire industry lies in the classroom. We must not close the door on creativity. 

vffc. truly, 

it 
Vito Pascucci 

Vito Pascucci , VicEH:;hairman, Board ofTrustees, is president of G. Leblanc Cor
poration in Kenosha, Wisconsin, and a former member of the Glen Miller Band. 
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FACULTY MEMBERS PRESENT 
BENEFIT CONCERT 

Faculty members, Dr. Josette Behrend and Ms. Margaret Nichols presented 
a duo piano recital on Sunday, June 12th in Hendricks Hall at Hendricks Music 
Company. Proceeds from the concert , attended by faculty, students and friends 
of the performers, were used to establish a fund to refurbish the Steinway Con
cert Grand Piano that VanderCook owns. 

Dr. Behrend, Assistant Professor in Piano, reCeived her B.M. , M.M. and D.MA 
from the American Conservatory. She has been a student of Adele Marcus, 
Jeanne-Marie Darre, William Browning and Alta Mae Hendrick. Ms. Nichols, 
Assistant Professor in Piano, received the B.M. from DePauw University and the 
M.M. from the American Conservatory. She also teaches piano at the American 
Conservatory, Park Forest Conservatory of Music, IVS School of Music and the 
Sherwood School of Music. 

Duo-pianists Josette Behrend (seated) 
and Margaret Nichols. 

BOARD MEMBER RECEIVES 
HONORARY DOCTORATE 

Congratulations to Chairman of the VanderCook College of Music Board 
of Trustees, Edgar Thiessen, M.M.Ed. '65, who was awarded an honorary doc
torate in May from Lakeland College. In addition , Dr. Thiessen was promoted 
to Full Professor at Silver Lake College last spring , and received the Alumni 
Award for Excellence in Teaching from Lakeland College this fall. 
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NATIONAL SYMPOSIA I and II: 
PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS IN MUSIC EDUCATION 

" The faculty seems to take a real interest in their students' development; something 
not found at many schools." 

" I like it; practical information has been passed on to me here." 

" I am impressed by the workshops, the concern of the faculty members I have met, 
and the quality of its graduates. All of my band directors in public school were 
VanderCook grads." 

" I enjoy the friendly, informal nature of VanderCook." 

" Love the practicality " 

"Good healthy atmosphere promotes a good feeling of friendship." 

" The word needs to be spread about VanderCook." 

" I think it 's a great school. I have leamed many new things that will help me to be 
a better band director when I am home." 

Such were the comments of the 123 students attending this summer's two 
symposia on Practical Solutions to Problems in Music Education. Nationally and 
internationally respected musicians and teachers presented clinics to a diverse 
group of music teachers from around the country, as shown here. 

SYMPOSIUM I 

Orchestra Percussion section , 
presented a day long workshop on 
percussion performance and 
teaching . 

JAMEY AEBERSOLD, nationally 
known saxophonist and authority 
on jazz education , is the author of 
over 28 book and record sets for 
the development of improvisational 
skills. He presented a day-long 
clinic on teaching jazz and im
provisation in the schools. 

DR. WILLIAM REVELLI, Director 
Emeritus, University of Michigan 
Bands, presented two days of 
discussion and analysis of rehear
sal techniques. 

SYMPOSIUM II 

WILBUR SIMPSON of the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra and 
the Chicago Symphony Winds 
presented a day-long clinic " Bas
soon Performance and Teaching." 

ROBERT MAYER, former oboist of 
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra 
and member of the Northwestern 

A....::1~-.-~~ -~~.. faculty presented a day-
long cli on "Teaching Teachers 
How to Teach Oboe." Mr. Mayer is 
the author of " Essentials of Oboe 
Playing" and " Reed Making." 

PHILIP FARKAS spent a day at 
VanderCook discussing solutions 
to french horn performance prob
lems including embouchure, arti
culation , mouthpieces, muting, 
tonal range, breathing techniques 
and literature. 

For two days, MR. NILO HOVEY 
analyzed problems associated with 
group instrumental instruction and 
rehearsal techniques. Mr. Hovey is 
lecturer, clinician, adjudicator, con
ductor and author. His texts on 
woodwinds, which include the 
Selmer Band Manual and " Effi
cient Rehearsal Procedures for 
School Bands" are widely used 
throughout North America. 

rtf' 



OTHER SUMMER ACTIVITIES AT VCM 

On the first Saturday of Summer Session, the graduate students performed in 
a parade at the National Association of Music Merchants' Convention at McCor
mick Place. This Convention is open only to music merchants and is the largest 
of its kind. This picture shows faculty and students in the sweatshirts and hats 
they wore for the concert . 

" Your wonderful VanderCook College of Music Concert Band was truly the highlight of this 
summer, even though this summer was filled with many other events. " 

As a tribute to H.E., the VanderCook band performs an annual concert at The Presbyterian 
Home, where H.E. spent his last days, and where his widow, Thelma, still resides. These three 
pictures show the band , under the direction of Mr. Victor Zajec. 

NANCY LARSON , K-6 General 
Music Specialist, Cetified Orff In
structor and VCM faculty member 
presented a workshop " Sing , 
Dance, Play, and Listen : A Guide 
for the Elementary Music 
Teacher." The workshops, and the 
course in elementary methods that 
she teaches for the VCM under
graduates, includes methods of 
using Orff, Kodaly and Dalcroze 
approaches. Here, she is pictured 
with some of her students. 

, 

Pamela Kihm 
The Presbyterian Home 
Evanston, Illinois 

JAY DAWSON of Nashville, Ten
nessee is the new graduate in
structor in arranging. In addition to 
several years of teaching ex
perience, Mr. Dawson has written 
over 175 arrangements for high 
school and college bands, pop ar
rangements for the Nashville Sym
phony and Louisville Orchestra, 
and is the musical arranger for the 
Opryland U.S.A. theme park in 
Nashville. Here, he is at work in the 
VCM Library. 

Twenty-five people participated in Mr. Gary Smith 's one week workshop " Contemporary Drill 
Design and Charting Techniques for Marching Band." 



FACULTY IN FOCUS: 
FRENCH HORNIST, ETHEL MERKER 

.. Extremely high calibre of playing . .. she is one of the finest musicians it has 
been my privilege to know. " 

. A woman among women among men . 

.. Great horn playing ability . . . " 

Sydney Weiss, Concertmaster 
Los Angeles Philharmonic 

Pearl Bailey 

AI Hirt 

Once a week, a woman of extraordinary talent, superior teaching skill and deep 
compassion - the first woman to have " made it" on the French Horn - walks 
through the doors of VCM, regales us with stories and jokes, and then gets down 
to the serious business of teaching the french horn. Joel Pereira, a native of Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, and one of the four undergraduate horn players who study with 
Miss Merker, says that when Ethel Merker speaks, you listen very carefully: " You 
know she's been there - she knows what she's talking about." 

An example of where she has includes working as solo with the N.B.C. Staff 
Orchestra. In addition, she has been a member of the Chicago Symphony Or
chestra, Chicago Pops Orchestra, Berlin Radio Orchestra, Amati Chamber 
Ensemble, and Grant Park Symphony. You can hear her playing in the horn sec
tion of the CSO in recordings made under the direction of Reiner, Ozawa, Giulini, 
Martina and Solti. But all her work isn't classical - she has played on recordings 
with The Impressions, The Smothers Brothers, Diana Ross and The Supremes. 
When Miss Peggy Lee comes to town, she insists on having Ethel ("I love my 
2O-rnan-and-Ethel-band") in her band. Once, Ethel worked for ten weeks straight 
with Pearl Bailey in Las Vegas. When the work was over, Miss Bailey gave Ethel 
a beautiful gold watch: " Honey, I owe you a mink coat, but you 're the casual type, 
so I'm giving you a watch instead." 

Ethel studied with hornists Max Pottag and Philip Farkas, and tubist Arnold 
Jacobs of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. She received her B.M.Ed. and M.M. 
from Northwestern University. 

But performance is not the only place where MISS Merker's heart lies. She is 
also the consummate teacher, deeply caring and deeply concerned with her 
students ' musical and professional development. As a teacher, she emphasizes 
the im ortance of developing a " confident personality," one that is alert, gutsy 
and " non-fieurotic" Some of the ideas she presses on her students are found in-
her article dealing with some of the "1 ,001 things I have learned the hard way" 
which appeared in the LeBlanc " V\brld of Music" (Fall, 1975): " 80 percent of the 
performance is in the head; 20 percent in the hand and the lips." " Musicianship 
misses notes. Technique does not." And" Always make music, and never play 
notes." 

Such teaching pays off: Her students are members of some of the very fine 
performing organizations in this country and abroad, including the Houston, 
Philadelphia, Milwaukee and Nashville Symphonies, the Michigan Chamber Or
chestra, Munich Rundfunk Orchestra, Zurich Opera, and St. Paul Chamber Or
chestra. In addition to VanderCook, Ethel has taught at Northwestern, Bonn 
University, the Detrnold Hochschule, Indiana University, Notre Dame, and DePaul 
University. 

Ethel Merker and student, John Catomer. 

Did you ever wonder who the only female lips in Phillip Farkas's book on embouchure 
formation belong to? 

Age: 40 Sex: F 

Lips-Upper: medium 

Performing status: professional 

Height: 5 '8 " 

Type of ensemble: major u.s. symphony orchestra 

Position: asst. 1 st horn -leading free lance artist 

General facility: excellent 

Tone: medium, dark, ringing 

High register: excellent 

Middle register: superior 

Weight: 150 

Low register: ex·~ce~lIeC:n:!:t:--~"""'~-"""- -.....". ........ ,.-.,""" ...... -----............... --

Legato & slurs: excellent 

Tonguing speed: vel}' fast 

Dynamics - Loud : excellent 

Horn: Holton H-178 double 

Soft: superior 

Mouthpiece: Geyer custom #16 

"WALK-YOUR-SOCKS OFF" FOR CHAIRS! 

"The chairs are the worst. " 

"Chairs were most uncomfortable for that long of a time." 

"Bad chairs. (Sorry H.E.)" Graduate Students 
Summer, 1983 

Most alumni are probably aware of the fact that the College's auditorium is the 
heart of the College: All ensembles, clinics, recitals, Parents' Days, Honors Per
formance Clinics for high school students, and graduation ceremonies are held 
in this room. And many times our students and our guests have to sit for several 
hours on the chairs, designed by H.E. with a slight forward tilt to them to promote 
good posture. Unfortunately, they also promote tension, back-ache and soreness 
in other areas (!). 

After twenty years of use, replacements are badly needed for the comfort of our 
guests and students. VCM students, under the leadership of Kappa Kappa Psi 
Fratemity, and Tau Beta Sigma sorority are taking it upon themselves to try to en
courage each student to raise enough money in pledges to purchase his or her 
own chair by walking in a Walk-a-thon on October 23, 1983. 

Each student is collecting pledges for each mile of a fourteen mile walk-a-thon 
along the Lakefront. Our goal: A new Wenger " Musician" chair for each student. 



VanderCook 
Co ege of 

Offering practical and 
challenging Bachelor and 
Master's curricula focusing 
on all aspects of instrumental, 
vocal, general and string 
music education. 

Summer, Fall, Winter Sessions 
For more information, call: 

College of Music 
3209 S. Michigan 
Chicago, Illinois 60616 

(312) 225-6288 

We are an equal opportunity educator 

1984 CONTINUING EDUCATION WORKSHOPS 

Instrument Repair Workshop 
Victor Zajec, Nationally Known Repair Clinician for Sixteen Years 

June 11 - June 15 4 Hrs. Credit 

Directing-Interpretation and Rehearsal Techniques Workshop 
Richard E. Brittain, Nationally Known Clinician, Guest Conductor and Adjudicator for Thirty years 

June 11 - June 15 4 Hrs. Credit 

Contemporary Drill Design and Charting Techniques for Marching Bands 
Gary Smith, Leading Innovator and Clinician of Modern Marching Band Procedures and Systems 

June 18 - June 22 4 Hrs. Credit 

History and Performance Practices in Contemporary Gospel Music 
Robert Ray, Nationally Known Clinician, Interpreter and Composer of Gospel Music 

June 18 - June 22 4 Hrs. Credit 

Renewing Keyboard Skills for Improved Teaching Effectiveness: 
A Weekend Workshop Using Piano in the General Music Curriculum 

Margaret Nicols, Chicago's Finest Instructor and Clinician of General Music Piano Pedagogy 
June 23 - June 24 1 y, Hrs. Credit 

Symposium I on Practical Solutions to Problems in Music Education, 1984: 
Rehearsal and Conducting Techniques for Beginning Through Advanced Instrumental 

Performers; Clarinet Performance and Teaching; and Baritone Horn Performance 
and Teaching. 

Col. John Bourgeous, Conductor of the U.S. Marine Band-Washington D.C., Clinician, and Music 
Educator; James Ployhar, Nationally Known Elementary and Middle School Band Clinician and 

Composer, Thomas Thompson, Principal Clarinetist of the Pittsburgh Symphony; 
Raymond Young, Nationally Known Baritone Horn Performer and Brass Specialist. 

June 25 - June 29 4 Hrs. Credit 

Professional Enrichment Workshop for Teachers of Strings 
Carol Hall, Experienced Conductor, Performer and Outstanding Music Educator 

Clinician Specializing in Group Instruction 
June 25 - June 29 4 Hrs. Credit 

Vocal Training Techniques for Solo and Ensemble Singing Workshop 
Robert Bartley, Noted Chicago Vocal Clinician with 

Extensive Work with High School and Church Choirs 
June 25 - June 29 4 Hrs. Credit 

Scoring for Higher Scores: Marching Band Arranging 
Mike Sweeney and Jay Dawson, Nationally Known Arrangers-Composers 

in the Field of Instrumental Music Education 
June 9 - July 13 4 Hrs. Credit 

Symposium lion Practical Solutions to Problems in Music Education, 1984: 
Rehearsal and Conducting Techniques; Trumpet Performance and Teaching; The Art of Tuba 

Performance and Teaching; and, Saxophone Performance and Teaching. 
Harry Begian, Nationally Known Conductor and Music Educator; Vincent Cichowicz, Former Trumpet 

Player with the Chicago Symphony and Leading Trumpet Specialisl ; 
Harvey Phillips, Nationally Known Tubist and Music Educator; Larry Teal, Nationally Known 

Saxophonist and author of The Art of Saxophone Playing. 
July 9 - July 13 4 Hrs. Credit 

Jazz - Show Choir Workshop 
Kirby and Markita Shaw, Leading Innovators, Clinicians 

and Arranger-Composers of Jau-Show Choir Movement 
July 16 - July 20 4 Hrs. Credit 

Show Stoppers for the Young Choir: The "How To" of Creating Exciting Performances 
Ruth Artman and Sally Russell, Nationally Known Clinicians in the Field of 

Elementary-Middle School Choral Programming 
July 16 - July 18 2 Hrs. Credit 

The Piano: Its Structure and Functions (A Workshop that Explores and 
Explains the Inner Workings and Functions of the Piano) 

David M. Hines, PhD., RTT, Nationally Known Piano Technician 
and Director of Technical Services for Hendricks Music Company 

July 23 - July 27 4 Hrs. Credit 
Note: This Workshop may be taken without credit for $150.00 

Percussion for the Non-Percussionist: Skills and Techniques for the Non-Percussionist 
Who Teaches Grade School Through High School Students 

George Hattendorf, Noted Mid-West Percussion Clinician 
July 30 - August 3 4 Hrs. Credit 

Choral Conducting Workshop 
Karen French, Leading Mid-West Choral Clinician 

July 30 - August 3 4 Hrs. Credit 

Brass Ensemble Performance Practices and Literature Workshop 
Roger Rocco, Leading Brass Specialist of Chicago 

July 30 - August 3 4 Hrs. Credit 

Sing, Dance, Play, Listen Workshop (A Guide for the Elementary Music Teacher K-6) 
Nancy Larson, Experienced and Practical Clinician of Elementary School Music 

July 30 - August 3 4 Hrs. Credit 

Kistner Jazz Clinic for High School and College Students 
Ken Kistner, Clinician Director; Frank Mantooth, Piano; Jack Mouse, Drums; Floyd Standifer, Trumpet; 

Howie Smith, Alto Sax; Gary Siavo, Trumpet; and Other Faculty to be Announced. 
August 6 - August 10 

TUITION for all 1984 Continuing Education Workshops is $65.00 per graduate credit hour. 

For more information, write or call Anthony G. Gunia, 
Director of Admissions, or visit Booth 54 at the Midwest Clinic. 



THANK YOU, ED WOLOWIEC 
Mr. Ed Wolowiec, member of the class of 1953 and owner of the Port Edward 

Seafood Restaurant in Algonquin, Illinois recently donated a $250.00 member
ship fee to VanderCook College of music so that we can join the National Associa
tion for the Exchange of Industrial Resources. Ed is chairman of the Illinois 
Restaurant Association, a member of the Harper College Advisory Board and the 
Algonquin Economic Development Commission, and past supervisor of music at 
Wooddale Public School. 

Through membership in NAEIR, VanderCook will have monthly access to a 
variety of free items which have been donated by industry to NAEIR for 
distribution. 

ALFRED REED WORK 

COMMISSIONED FOR VCM 

The VCM Symphonic Concert Band will present its annual concert at the 
Midwest National Band and Orchestra Clinic on December 16, 1983 at 1 :30 PM 
in the Grand Ballroom of the Conrad-Hilton Hotel. Featured on the performance 
is the premier of a new work composed by Alfred Reed for the VCM Symphonic 
Concert Band, " Viva Musica: A Concert Overture for Winds," to be conducted by 
the composer. The work was commissioned 1'12 years ago by VCM and is 
" dedicated to all that strive for excellence in the noble field of music education." 

BEATING TIME OR CONDUCTING? 
Richard E. Brittain 

The art of conducting is a necessary skill and tool of the conductor to effect a 
musical style response from a musical performing organization. There is a distinct 
difference between beating time and being able, through conducting and pan
tomime, to convey to a musical group the rhy1hm, phrases, moods, speeds, ac
cents, intensity and relief of sound, as intended by the composer. The conductor 
is the link between the composer and audience. He must, through adequate con
ducting , be able to describe the music to the perform~rs who in turn make their 
musical actions have an impact on the listener. There are many who beat time, 
but few who are outstanding conductors. How can a group of musicians perform 
a composition if the conductor cannot ... with the baton .. . convey the intent of 
the composer? 

IN MEMORIAM 
James L. Murphy, M.M.Ed. , 1952, died in San Antonio, Texas 
on June 17, 1983. 

In addition, Dr. Paul Yoder will conduct the first movement of "American Sym
phonette" by Gould, saxophonist Dale Underwood will perform the "Fantasia for 
Alto Saxophone," and Dr. William Revelli will conduct the Reynolds arrangement 
of excerpts from Mahler 's " Symphony NO.3 Finale." A major challenge for the 
band is the "Second Symphony Finale" composed by James Barnes, and being 
performed from the manuscript. 

CLASS NOTES 
William Bertram, B.MEd. '36, 91 years old , directs a band he has formed to play 
before his fellow residents in the Lutheran Home and Service for the Aged in Arl
ington Heights, Illinois. 

Philip W. Blycker, M.M.Ed. '66, IS a mlssioT1ary/mosiciifn--on-rurlnugh from 
Guatemala working on his D.M.A. at Southwestern University. 

George E. Bushong, M.M.Ed. '40, of Dallas Texas, retired from Southern 
Methodist University where he had been the Assistant to the Dean in the School 
of the Arts. 

Norma Caiazza, B.M.Ed. '83, is the instrumental music teacher at the Florida 
School for the Deaf and Blind. 

Alan Cunningham, B.M.Ed. '83, teaches in the Fine Arts program at La Mont 
Zeno Theater, located on Chicago's west side. The program, an arm of the Better 
Boys Foundation , is open to all interested children, and is designed to help fight 
juvenile delinquency and community apathy. The Fine Arts program rehearses 
theater scripts, dance routines and music, and tries to serve as a bridge from the 
program to the professional acting community. (For example, with the help of the 
Fine Arts program, one twelve year old boy prepared an audition for Lorraine 
Hansberry's " A Raisin in the Sun," currently being performed at the Goodman 
Theater. He received the part.) Alan 's role in the program is to teach students the 
fundamentals of music and to encourage the students to use music creatively. In 
addition , he occasionally writes music into the plays that are performed, and en
courages the children to do so also. 

When not teaching , Alan works with his recording group singing and 
composing. 

Kim Geyer Davis, B.M.Ed. '80, is in her third year of teaching at Kings School in 
Kings, Illinois. She also directs the Oregon City band in the summer. 

Phyllis, B.M.Ed. '82, and Jim Gilworth, B.M.Ed. '67, and President of VCM 
became parents of a daughter, Leigh Elizabeth , on September 26, 1983. 

Don L. Greibenow, M.M.Ed. '51 , has completed 22 of his 32 years of instrumen
tal music teaching in New London, Wisconsin . Every three years, he takes a band 
trip with his students to the Orlando, Florida area. 

ThomaSA. Groth, M.M.Ed. '67, is director 0 t e rdman an sa ardman 
High School in Ohio. The Boardman SymphoniC Band performed at the 1983 
A.S.B.DA Ohio State Convention and at the 1983 Ohio Music Educators 
Association State Co~vention . Dr. Vern Kagarice, trombone instructor at Youngs
town State University was guest soloist with the band . The Boardman Spartan 
Marching Band performed at the Michigan Panthers-New Jersey Generals 
U.S.F.L. game on May 16, 1983 in the Silverdome. This fall , the Marching Band 
was invited to perform at the Cleveland Browns-Cincinnati Bengals football game, 
telecast on ABC-TV September 15th, and at the Pittsburgh Steelers-Cincinnati 
Bengals game in December. The Marching Band will aiso appear at the 1983 
Florida Citrus Bowl Parade and Game in Orlando, Florida in December. The 
Boardman Symphonic Band will perform at the 1984 ASBDA National Conven
tion in Ohio during June, 1984. 

Dave Herbert, B.M.Ed. '79, has been appointed Director of Bands at Lincoln 
Christian College in Lincoln , Illinois. 

John B. Martin , B.M .Ed. '50, of Mineral Wells, Texas retired this past June after 
33 years of teaching. 

Rollin R. Potter, M.M.Ed. '71 , has been appointed Department Chairman at the 
University of Minnesota at Marshall. 

Leslie Shannon, B.M.Ed. '71 , recently received the M.S. in Counseling from 
Eastern Illinois University and is now the Guidance Counselor at Marian Catholic 
High School. 

Stanley Weldy, B.M.Ed. '62 , of Naperville, Illinois retired in 1973. 

BE SURE TO VISIT US AT BOOTH 54 AT THE MIDWEST CLINIC 
-AND DON'T FORGET THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 'S SOCIAL HOUR 

ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 3 PM, ROOM PDR 4. 
SEE YOU THEN. 
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ANNUAL REPORT ON DEVELOPMENT 

This year's annual campaign has shown an heartenening increase in support 
for the College when compared to 1981-82: 

• The number of people or organizations who made contributions increased 
from 135 to 198, a 47% improvement; 

• The total amount of contributions increased from $23,094 to $31 ,368, a 
36% increase in actual dollar amount received; 

• Fifteen trustees and faculty members who had not contributed last year 
made a contribution this year; 

• Six new foundations or corporations made a contribution this year; 
• Forty-one alumni who had not given last year gave this year. 

The impact of annual giving to VCM simply cannot be overemphasized. 
Through your support , VCM is housed in an attractive, debt-free modern building 
with a library which holds a fine collection of music education resource material. 
Through your recent annual gifts, you have given us an Electronic Piano 
Laboratory, which has facilitated students' improved piano playing skills,.and an 
excellent Listening Room, which is used constantly. And this year, through your 
generosity, we now have two new Meinl-Weston BBb 4-valve tubas and a set of 
Deagan Symphonic Chimes with a Satin Gold finish. These instruments are of the 
highest professional quality, and are superior in sound. 

This year, again , our annual Thanks-for-Giving Campaign will be running. 
Please, when you receive our appeal in the mail , or a phone call on the evening 
of November 29th, the date of this year's Phone-a-thon , give generously. We de
pend upon you. 

Freshman student Pat Slowik playing the new chimes. 

Student AI Davis playing one of the two new Meinl-Weston BBb tubas. When ask
ed if the new tuba has made a difference in his playing, he replied, " God, yes! 
Heavens, yes!" 

TAX TIPS FOR MUSIC EDUCATORS 
Music teachers are frequently concerned about whether or not items like a 

new instrument, records, repairs , or studio space in their homes are tax 
deductible. The January 1981 Music Educators Journal presented an article 
by Jon Goodman, Director of Marketing of H & R Block on " Taxing Times, 21 
Up-to-Date Income Tax Tips for Music Educators ," which suggests the 
following: 

• "Ordinary and necesssary expenses incurred in earning income are 
deductible . Some of the more common items include supplies, books, 
dues to MENC and other professional organizations, office-in-home ex
penses , educational expenses , and travel and transportation 
expenses. " 

• " Other deductible items include depreciation and repairs on musical in
struments, the cost and maintenance of special clothes if you use them 
only for business purposes (for example , a band director's unifrom) , the 
cost of sheet music, reeds, and other instrument accessories that are 
consumed or expected to last less than a year. " 

• " To be deductible , education expenses must be required by your 
employer to keep your present job or salary level , or they must maintain 
or improve skills required to perform your current job." 

• " No deduction is allowed for education expenses that qualify you for a 
new trade or business , even if you do not intend to enter that trade or 
business, but you may deduct the cost of courses that cover teaching 
methods or subject matter in your field. You may also deduct the cost of 
a class that enables you to teach any other subject or that lets you 
become a guidance counselor or principal. " 

• " Travel expenses are ordinary and necessary business expenses you 
incur while traveling away from home to conferences and other 
meetings. Deductible travel expenses , telephone expenses, and 
transportation costs, such as taxi fares. " 

• " If you use a part of your home exclusively and regularly for business 
purposes , you may deduct a part of the expenses on your home. " 

A brief survey of some of the VCM faculty indicated that most were deduc
ting costs of travel to clinics and rehearsals, travel to ensembles for which they 
received no pay but which allowed them to maintain their performance skills , 
records, music, stereos and any other electronic equipment used in relation 
to classroom instruction . They also deduct the costs of private music study 
and coursework, including travel to College campuses. If a teacher used a 
portion of their home for regular private instruction , he or she deducted the 
rent , taxes , utilities and repairs related to that portion of the home. 
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Name ______________ ~------------------~~~~----------------~------------------
First Maiden/ Middle Last 

Address 

Is this a new address? __ __ 

Year of Graduation: 

Please send me a copy of the following: 
D A "Soundsheet" of the VCM Performing Organizations. 
D A College Catalog. 
D Recruiting materials to show prospective students. 

I am interested in helping VCM in the following capacities: 
D Working as a state or area alumni chairman. 
D Working at the booth atthe Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic. 
D Calling people during the annual Phone-a-thon. 
D Setting up and working at a booth at your state music educators' convention. 

Do you have any suggestions for improving the VanGuard? 

News for the VanGuard CLASSNOTES: 

Mail to: VanderCook College of Music, 3209 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60616 


