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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK 
Greetings to all 

VANGRADS-I hope 
all is well with each 
and everyone of 
you ........... . 

In 1974 Vander
Cook College of 
Music was accepted 
as an Associate Mem
of the National Asso
ciation of Schools 
of Music and is cur
rently seeking Full 
Membership. This re

cognition will better identify the quality 
of education at VCM and make the 
exchange of credits and degrees flow more 
smoothly between the 467 member 
institutions. Recently, VCM had a two 
day NASM visitation towards this ob
jective by Dr. William Lee, University 
of Miami, and Dr. Robert Thayer, State 
University College, Potsdam, N.Y. Dr. 
Lee will return during the 1979 Summer 
Session to observe the Graduate Program 
in action and incorporate the two visits 
into a final report to NASM. We anti
cipate a favorable report as both ob
servers indicated that institutions that 
know who and what they are come 
few and far between and that Vander
Cook College is one of them. 

Our educational mission is crystal clear 
and what really counts is the faith and 
trust that VCM has in its own destiny, 
and its uncommon strength of institu
tional character. In our American system 
of higher education, that diversity of 
role and purpose among our different col
leges and universities has been one of 
our nations cardinal strengths. Vander
Cook College has dared to be unique 
and different from other music schools 
and continues to have great respect for 
being so. Our forte is a practical curri
culum for those entering the music 
education profession and an outstanding 
faculty to implement the course of 
study. 

* * * * * 
We had an excellent Summer Session 

attended by 92 enthusiastic teachers. 
Our several one-week workshops at
tracted an enrollment of 140 additional 
students for a total summer enrollment of 
232 educators. The two day clinic ses-

sions by Bill Revelli and Bob Vezzetti 
were well received and each expressed 

his admiration for our program and 
quality of students enrolled. 

At our summer session graduation, 
a plaque and appropriate letter from 
the trustees was presented to John H. 
Beckerman, President Emeritus, for his 
long and faithful service to the college. 
He accepted the recognition with great 
pleasure and all present were emotionally 
touched by the long and standing ovation 
for him. John has retired from teaching 
at VCM and this writer will miss his 
presence very much as he was my teacher, 
faculty associate, and friend. 

About 86% of our $500,000 Endow
ment Fund goal is on hand and with 
everyone's help, an announcement of the 
completion of our objective is possible at 
the 50th Anniversary Dinner in December. . 
This project must be completed so that 
attention can be directed towards a new 
library facility. 

December 15th will be a great day at 
the Mid-West National Band and Orches
tra Clinic as VanderCook College will cele
brate its 50th Anniversary (1928-1978) 
with a social hour and banquet on Friday 
afternoon. Tables will be arranged for 
graduates by year of graduation - please 
attend as I am looking forward to seeing 
all of you. 

It is gratifying to report that the first 
9 months of giving to the Endowment 
Fund is up over $18,000 compared to the 
same period last year. Financial support 
by the Alumni has been most impressive 
but needs to continue as our private 
college must have financial support 
from each of you. The following indicates 
a percentage breakdown as to the source 
of our endowment money: 

VanderCook College Alumni .... 18.84% 
VanderCook College Faculty ..... 3.60 
Music Industry and Friends ..... 23.60 
Mid-West Clinic ............. 23.60 
VanderCook College Music Camps .1.08 
Endowment Earnings ......... 29.28 

Sincerely, 

~~~.~~ 
Richard E. Brittain 
President 

****************** 

FALL, 1978 

BILL THEIS JOINS STAFF 
OR "HAVE 'VAN-MOBILE' 

WILL TRAVELII 

This seems to be the motto of one 
of VanderCook's newest staff members, 
Mr. Bill Theis. Along with the "Van
Mobile" pictured, Bill's new position Is 
surely a new and unique function in the 
fifty year history of our alma mater. 
Bill's new job will include on location 
visits with alumni, interviewing pros
pective college students, and their par
ents, and talking with prospective grad
uate students. But the real bonanza 
for our alumni is Bill's unique on location 
ALUMNI SERVICES as an adjudicator, 
guest conductor, clinician, and a mu~ic 
education resource person provided for-
our alumni. 

Bill is no novice to the field of music 
education. His extensive and highly suc
cessful Ohio background (six years in 
Grove City, two years in Oberlin, and 
five years in Miamisburg) has given Bill 
the necessary on the job experience for 
working with instrumental groups of all 
kinds and all levels. In 1977 his Miamis
burg High School Band took first place 
in the highly prestigious National Com
petition at the Virginia Beach Festival 
and returned in 1978 to take the Honor 
Band Title. Another bonanza service 
Bill will be providing for VanGrads will 
entail an up to date placement office 
with complete information on current 
job openings around the country. 

So for you VanGrads in Louisiana, 
Wisconsi n, Connecticut, Georgia, etc ... 
Need help with anything? ... Can you 
use a highly qualified clinician? ... How 
about an experienced adjudicator? ... 
Do you have any students that are con
sidering entering the field of Music 

Cant. on page 2 

Mr. Bill Theis and the "Van-Mobile". 
VanderCook's answer to on location ALUMNI 
SERVICES. Just call 513-866-8597 or 312-
225-6288. 



Forrest L.Buchtel instructs a brass stu
dent, but he also instructed the 78 grads not 
to forget the rootS of the col/ege in his grad 
address entitled, "In Retrospect." 

"IN RETROSPECT" 
Forrest L. Buchtel 

There is an old saying that if you want 
an idea delivered at its proper destina
tion you should wrap it up in a person. 
We are here this summer evening be
cause an idea was wrapped inside a per
son. His name is Hubert E. Nutt- - -you 
know him better as H.E. 

When I first met H.E. back in the 
summer of 1923 he was a science teacher 
at Austin High School in Chicago but, 
of more importance, he was Mr. H.A. 
VanderCook's secretary at the latter's 
home, 1652 Warren Boulevard. Inci
dentally, he was taking private lessons, 
also. At the conclusion of my weekly 
lessons Mr. Van would always say, 
"Now you go and see H.E. - - - he likes 
to talk to you." So I would find H.E. 
and the talking and listening would begin. 
This might continue for hours, interrupt
ed only by the ringing of the front door
bell which announced another student. 

Always the conversation would gravi
tate toward one subject - - the lack of 
adequate training for Band teachers and 
the need for a school which could provide 
such necessary training. There were many 
questions arising, such as: 1) Should 
it be a two-year or four-year course of 
study, 2) What subjects should be studied, 
3) Minimum requirements for each sub
ject, 4) The feasibility of teaching most 
subjects in classes instead of privately, 
5) How much practical performance on 
various instruments was desirable, etc., 
etc. 

You guessed it- - -it was not long be
fore we came up with the daring idea 
of promoting a Band School built around 
the teaching ideas of Mr. VanderCook- - -
maybe even call it the VanderCook 
School of Music. 

But we'd better slow down a bit- - -
the next stage was going to take several 
years to unfold. Needed subject matter 
had to be defined, and interested persons 
had to be trained to absorb this needed 
content besides learning how to teach it. 
One man could not do it all, even if he 
had the ability - - - there was the element 
of time needed to handle numerous 
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classes as well as the specialized private 
teaching. 

Mr. VanderCook was a Brass specialist, 
but he would be needing some able assis
tants both at that time and in the future. 
There would also be a need for special

, ists in the Woodwind line, the String 
family, the Percussion galaxy. These 
people must be able not only to teach, 
but to tell others how to teach - - -
methods outlines would be needed for 
all classes. Someone had to be able to 
write Band music successfully and teach 
others how to do it, also. Oh yes, and 
someone had to develop the techniques 
of Conducting and Directing and know 
how to imbue others with the same 
successful ideas. Not least on the list was 
the need for helping others to carry 
out their best form of advertising the 
Band, in short the Marching Band. 

There was a slender young man by 
the name of John Beckerman, a history 
teacher who was studying with Mr. Van, 
and his knowledge and skills soon made it 
evident that he could develop into the 
Woodwind specialist. Clifford Lillya who 
had been a VanderCook student since 
his high school days in Joliet, seemed 
destined to develop the ' needed skills 
for a Brass specialist. Haskell Harr even
tually attached himself to the Vander
Cook School, and all of you know of 
his successes as a teacher and writer in 
the Percussion field. Ralph Lewis deve
loped the playing classes and methods 
outlines in the String field and I worked 
in the Band Arranging field. H. E. could , 
do many things but finally settled into : 
the Conducting and Directing phase. 

Believe it or not, these were probably 
the easiest parts or the most logical 
parts of the problem to be solved. There 
still was no place t'o hold classes and no 
equipment to use - - - sort of like a 
"man without a country." 

This same young man with an idea in
side of him - - - yes, he was still young 
at the time - - - started to search for a 
building near the VanderCook home. 
He finally found one a short block away, 
but it was not on any "free" list. Un
daunted, H. E. signed up to pay for it 
with his own money, and he eventually 
did pay for it and two other small adja
cent buildings. Chairs and blackboards 
also magically appeared. Most of this 
was happening during a time known as 
the Depression. 

In the early stages each person had to 
provide his own instrument for the 
playing classes, but even that changed. 
To operate properly the classes needed 
to be equipped with quantities of Cornets, 
Clarinets, Trombones, etc. So H.E. gritted 
his teeth and sought out the needed 
equipment - - - begging, borrowing and 
buying used instruments with his own 
cash. Some of those horns would not be 
able to make it to the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra, but they filled a need and 
allowed a respectable job to be done. 

One little digression - - - I hope you 
will allow me to make the following 

comment, that some of our best known 
alumni were products of this time when 
there were many shortages of equipment. 
Shall I mention a few of them: Clifford 
Lillya, William Revelli, Clarence Gates, 
Merle Isaac. Maybe we appreciate things 
a little bit mo're when we have to work 
harder to get them. 

You who are now attending Vander
Cook can't remember when we had no 
air conditioning, so you are a little upset 
when it fails to function on a warm day. 
You aren't able to practice for Wood
winds I class if a pad comes loose on 
your school Flute or a spring drops off 
the Clarinet. If a valve is sluggish on your 
Cornet, you think the other fellow has 
a better school horn than you do. Does 
any of this sound familiar? I'm afraid 
so; we become spoiled pretty fast. 

The V.C.M. Board of Trustees hu approlffld 
a leave of absence for H.E. for the 1979 Spring 
Semester so that he may spend time visiting 
and working with our Texas Alumni, parti-
cularly in the Brownsville area. . 

Even though we have outgrown the 
idea that VanderCook could possibly be 
a one-man school, we are still highly 
indebted to this certain man with an 
idea in his mind and heart and the burning 
desire to carry it out even though it 
entailed blood, sweat and a tremendous 
amount of energy and self-sacrifice. 

In closing, I must mention one other 
attribute of this unusual person. For 
many years he did not accept any salary 
for his work as president and teacher 
at VanderCook. And later on. when he 
was granted a salary, he returned it to 
the college to be used for endowment 
or needed equipment. 

Why don't we all stand and salute the 
man who not only conceived Vander
Cook College, but also made it possiblel 

Cont. from page 1 

Education r. . . Need an excellent guest 
conductor? ... Well give Bill Theis a 
call at either 513-866-8597, 312 -225-
6288 or just write Bill and the new 
"Van-Mobile" will be at the front door of 
your school offering highly qualified 
music education services. Try It . . . 
You'll Like It! 

Bill and the "Van-Mobile will ". treveling 
the country offering our alumni his services 
as adjudicator, guest conductor, clinician, 
and aid as a music education resource person. 

' I 



18 GRADS, TRUSTEES, ALUMNI AND FACULTY PAY HOMAGE TO JOHN H. BECKERMAN 

V.C.M. 's President Dick Brittain confers 
diplomas to the seniors of the '18 Graduating 
Class. 

JOHN H. BECKERMAN - TEACHER, 
SCHOLAR, PHILOSOPHER, 
ADMINISTRATOR AND FRIEND 

The address below is a reprint from the 
original speech that Alumni President 
Jim Gilworth gave at the '18 Masters 
Graduation on July 27, 1978. 
"Mr. Richard Madden is President of the 
VCM Board of Trustees and since he 
could not attend today's Graduation 
Exercises, he has called on me (as a 
member of the trustees) to take his 
place in presenting to you, Mr. Becker
man, some show of appreciation and 
gratitude for your years of dedication 
to VCM. With this in mind I would like 
to read to you, assembled guests, and 
graduates the following proclamation: 

The undersigned members of the Board 
of Trustees of VanderCook College of 
Music wish to acknowledge in a very 

In great respect the audience rose in. thun
derous applause, choked throats, and a good 
many tears. John H. Beckerman retires after 
51 years of teaching. 

small way the many and varied contri· 
butions to that institution by John H. 
Beckerman. 

As a Musician of Distinction, a Scholar 
of Great Merit, and a Gentleman of 
Wit and True Wisdom, you have served 
VanderCook and its students over a 
period of fifty years in the following 
ways: 

FIRST, as a talented and ambitious 
student in the days of Hale E. Vander· 
Cook; 
SECONDL Y, as a warm and capable 
member of the faculty with a knack for 
helping a student achieve the highest 
level of his capabilities; 
THIRDL Y, as President of the college 
during some of the years of its greatest 
progress and heaviest trials; 
AND LASTLY, as its President·Emeri
tus you have continued to give wise 
counsel to students, administration and 

Dr. Sease, President of Indiana Central 
College gives the keynote address. The theme 
was "Looking to the Future." 

"Frosty" addresses the '18 Grads on the 
past in his speech entitled, "Retrospect." 

the Board of Trustees whenever asked 
to do so. 

The Board hopes that even in retirement, 
they may feel free to calion you for 
help from time to time as the need may 
arise and trust that you will continue 
in close contact with the school to which 
you have brought so much honor and 
its students to whom your contributions 
have meant so much. 
Dated this 27th day of July, 1978 
Signed by the Board of Trustees: 

President, Richard V. Madden 
Vice President, Harry G. Todman, Jr. 
Secretary, Merle J. Issac 
Pres. Alumni Assoc., James Gilworth 
Trustee, Harry Wenger 
Trustee, Dr. Walter C. McCrone 
Trustee, Howard Lyons 
Trustee, Raymond J. Spaeth, II 
Trustee, Edgar Thiessen 
Trustee, Mrs. Esther Berry 
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ALUMNI COMMITTEE PLANS 
GOLDEN 50th ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION AND GRAND 
REUNION 

Just in case the Alumni Office overlooked 
any alum in our mailing the following is 
a reprint of the original 50th Anniversary 
Celebration letter that was mailed to all 
alumni a few weeks ago. The Alumni 
Committee is headed by Mr. William 
Carroll. All reservations should be sent 
to VanderCook College of Music, 3209 
S. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 60616. 

Dear Alumni : 
This year it's VanderCook's GOLDEN 

50th ANNIVERSARY. It was in 1928 
that VanderCook was incorporated by 
the State of Illinois as a not-for-profit 
teacher training institution, and the year 
that the school's curriculum was approved 
by the Illinois State Department of 
Public Instruction. It's now 1978 so we, 
the 50th Anniversary Alumni Committee, 
have planned an appropriate celebration 
to commemorate this beginning of our 
alma mater as a teacher tra ining insti
tution ... and have plans to "paint the 
town gold." 

Our celebration will be held at the 
Conrad Hilton on Friday, December 15, 
1978 during the Mid-West National 
Convention Week. It is our hope that 
Governor Thompson of Illinois and Mayor 
Bilandic of Chicago will declare this 
day VanderCook College of Music Day. 
Friday afternoon's MidWest Concert by 
VanderCook's Symphonic Band will fea
ture our own alumni conducto rs: J ames 
R. Murphy, University of Minnesota; 
Charles Bradley, Emory Univers ity , At
lanta; Edgar Thiessen, Lake land Co ll ege; 
Arthur E. Thiel, Memphis State Univer
sity; Louis Dalvit, Jackson Symphony 
Orchestra, Mississippi ; Gary R. Tirey, 
Otterbein College, Ohio ; Will ia m D. 
Revelli, Director Emeritus of the Un i
versity of Michigan ; Paul Yoder, T roy 
State University, Alabama; Richard E. 
Brittain, Victor W. Zajec, and Allan R. 
Harris of VanderCook. Specia l guest 
artists will be: Forrest L. Buchtel, Jr ., 
Charles King (Frosty's Grandson) per
forming a trumpet duet and as conduc
tor (You've guessed itl) Forrest L. 
Buchtel, Sr. 

A special Golden Anniversary Program 
is being designed and printed in commem
oration of VanderCook's history, con
tributions in the field of music education, 
its conductors, clinicians, and others 
connected with the VCM enterprise 
since its inception. Specia l program 
emphasis will be given to the Music 
Educator of the 20th Century. . . Dr. 
Hubert E. Nutt. Following the concert, a 
grand reception has been arranged in the 
Conrad Hilton's Astoria Room at 3:30 
P.M. with a cash bar. Ample time has 
been set aside for alumni and friends of 
VanderCook to welcome one another, 
swap stories, and, in general, become 
reacquainted after many years of separ
ation. The evening's Golden Anniversa ry 
4 

Banquet will begin at 5:00 P.M. in the 
Hilton's elegant Waldorf Room. Mr. 
Paul Yoder (the man with the "golden 
tongue") will act as Master of Ceremonies 
during the Golden 50th Anniversary 
Banquet. So that classmates may sit 
together at the banquet, we will assign 
seating by the year of your graduation. 
The banquet dinner will be as follows: 
Champagne Toast, Roast Sliced Sirloin 
of Beef, Sauce Marchand De Vin, appro
priate Potato and Vegetable, Garden 
Green Dinner Salad and Bombe Im
perial. The cost for the dinner will be 
$16.00 per person. Souvenir programs 
from the concert will be made available 
at the banquet with ample space in the 
back for messages, addresses, and auto
graphs. 

Yes, this is the THE YEAR, the 50th, 
the Golden Reunionl From Maine to 
California, Florida to Washington, Van
Grads will converge on Chicago to toast 
one another, their alma mater, our 
collective futures and the conclusion of 
the Endowment Fund. 

Come add to the celebration 
send in your reservations today! 

Sincerely, 
William Carroll (Chairman) 
Carolyn Miller 
Lester Moody 
Michael Boo 

V.C.M. CLINICS ARE BURSTING 
OUT ALL OVER! 

V.C.M. will present its' First Annual 
High School Sight Reading and Master 
Clinic Sessions on Saturday, November 
11, 1978. Over twenty Van-Grads within 
a radius of a hundred miles of the college 
have been given invitations to bring 
four of their outstanding senior bands
men to a series of master clinics and a 
sight reading session . The clinics will 
begin at 9 :00 A.M. and include: SOLU
TIONS TO COMMON WOODWIND RE
PAIRS with Vic Zajec, FRENCH HORN 
CLINIC with Randy Masselink, TUBA 
CLINIC with Jon Hartman, MALLET 
PERCUSSION CLINIC with Steve Betz, 

TRUMPET CLINIC with Neil Dunlap, 
and TROMBONE/ BARITONE CLINIC 
with Forrest L. Buchtel. While the 
eighty or so visiting high school seniors 
are working, the twenty or more visiting 
high school directors will have their 
own thought provoking clinic with Mr. 
Bill Theis titled: THE MARCHING 
BAND/WHERE DO WE GO FROM 
HERE? Following all of these clinics 
the students and thei r directors will 
participate in two hours of sight reading 
newly published works for band. But 
the day isn't over, after a free lunch the 
students will have a one hour 0 I R ECTING 
CLINIC with Dick Brittain and Vic 
Zajec and just so the directors don't 
become bored they will be with V.C.M.'s 
AI Harris and the V.C.M. Wind Ensemble 
in a clinic titled: THE WIND ENSEMBLE 
AND ITS' LITERATURE. The day will · 
conclude at 3:40 P.M. with a twenty
five minute concert by the V.C.M. 
Symphonic Band directed by Vic Zajec. 

If for some reason or oversight V.C.M. 
overlooked sending an invitation to any 
Van-Grad who is within a hundred miles 
of V.C.M., please feel free to call us at 
312-225-6288 so you may have an 
opportunity to participate in this 'ex
citing day. In addition, it should be 
mentioned that those Van-Grads who live 
more than 100 miles from the college 
are more than welcome to partake in 
the days' activities. 

I RECOMMEND ... 
By Allan R. Harris 

Mr. AI Harris is Co-Director of the 
Symphonic Concert Band at Vander
Cook College of Music. 

A new publication (1978). Introduc
tion Chorale and Jubilee, by Ronald Lo 
Presti is worthy of your consideration 
as a program piece or for use in contest. 
Although it is not of the same stature as 
the composer's Elegy for a Young Ameri
can, th is selection is excellent literature 
and will work well as a teaching device. 
A bright and short introduction fore -

Cont. on page 6 

---------------------------------------------------RESERVATIONS FOR THE GOLDEN 

SOtil ANNIVERSARY RECEPTION - BANQUET 
Your Name ....... ...... .... ........ .. .... .... ...... .... ............... ...... ............ .... ........ ... ...... ..... ..... .. . 

Please Print 

Home Address ................ .. .... ..... ........... ...... .. ..... ..... State .. ............ .... .... Zip ..... .. .... .. .. . 

Please Check the Year that You Graduated from VCM B.M ............. Year.. .... ..... . 

M.M ... ..... ..... Year ... ... ..... . 
Number of Additional Guests ... .. ... ...... . 

Yes, I do wish to make a reservation for the Golden Anniversary Reception
Banquet for 3:30 P.M., Friday, December 15, 1978 to be held in the Astoria 
and Waldorf Rooms of the Conrad Hilton. I do understand that the cost per 
person for the Banquet is $16.00 per person which includes champagne for a 
toast and full meal, but not the cash bar at the reception. I have enclosed a 
check/money order in the amount of $ ... .. ... ... .... .... ..... .. .. ..... .. ... to cover myself 
and guest(s). 
Please sign .... .. .......... .... ... ... ... .. .. .... ...... .. ... ................ ......... .... .. .... ..... ......................... . 
Reception 3:30 P.M. - Astoria Room Banquet 5:00 P.M. - Waldorf Room 



How many othsr small indtJpsndsnt coll., can look back with 50 YBBn of pride in gnJduating many of our countrill$ finsst music eduCBtors? /llls1I Vander
Cook can • .. and will continue to do so. Through depression, wars, inflation, expansion, recession, booms and busts our college has built a sinew made of 
true grit. 

ALUMNUS IN FOCUS 
Van-Grad JIM BAIR 

What if you had 
just been hired as a 
new music supervisor 
and co-ordinator for 
administering a city 
music program that 
involves 16,387 stu
dents taught by a 
staff of 39 music 
teachers and you 
found yourself need
ing advice. Just 
whom would you go 
to for help? Well 

the answer is simple. __ you would look 
up Van-Grad Jim Bair, Director of Music 
Education for the Parma City School 
District in Parma, Ohio. 

Jim's job is a huge one that involves 
a great deal of public relations and teach
er supervision skills. These are two at
tributes that Jim has skillfully learned 
during a long history of successful teach
ing. To better understand the scope of 
Jim's job, here are just a few fantastic 
facts about the Parma School system: 

1. The senior high school music pro
gram provides thirteen elective music 
courses to meet a wide variety of 
needs for today's student. There is 
a course available to all students, 
depending on their level of interest 
and background. 
2. Among the five junior high schools, 
six teachers meet 700 students en
rolled in instrumental music activities. 
3. For the junior high general music 
and vocal music programs, there are 
nine music teachers serving 1800 
seventh graders that receive music at 
least 72 times per year with activities 
ranging from guitar, keyboard, com
posing, listening and singing. 
4. Another 1500 students in 8th and 
9th grade are enrolled in elective 
choral activities that meet two or 
three times a week. 
5. In the elementary school there 
are ten half-time teachers meeting 
1200 students twice a week with 
instruction in band and orchestra 
instruments. 
6. And in the elementary general 
music program there are fourteen 
full time and two half-time music 
teachers meeting 605 classes a week 

including 42 choir rehearsals in 21 
elementary schools! 
Sounds big, but believe me this is just 

the tip of the iceberg. In large part, this 
fine program has come about simply 
because with Jim Bair innovation, c'rea
tivity and new approaches to music 
education are a necessity. 

To Jim ' music is as important to 
youngsters as it is to most adults. "It's 
a culture thing. We appreciate different 
kinds of music for different kinds of 
occasions," he says. "For instance, wed
dings, funerals, dramas, parades and 
festivals. Music serves to reinforce these 
moods. It is also a relationship with 
the past, present and future. We really 
try to develop the ability of pupils to 
react feeli~gly with music." 

It all began in 1959 when Jim was 
hired to assist Bill Moffitt at Kenton City 
Schools in Ohio and in the ensuing years 
he became director of bands in Ashtabula, 
Fremont, and Elyria, Ohio. Then in 1969 
Jim took over as Director of Wind En
semble and Assistant Professor of Wind 
Instruments at Baldwin-Wallace College. 
Finally in 1972 Jim signed on with the 

HEAR VEl 
WANTED: 

Parma City School System where he re
mains today. 

In addition to Jim's heavy work load 
he has managed to find time to serve on 
North Central Evaluations, 1977 Chair
man of the Ohio Music Education As
sication State Convention, as well as 
Concert Manager for the Southwest 
Community Concert Association of Cleve
land. But Jim's real pride is in the ex
tremely well organized and developed 
curriculum guides for elementary general 
music, junior high and instrumental music 
and management systems that have come 
about through his tutorage. VanderCook 
is extremely lucky in that Jim has just 
sent these comprehensive curriculum 
guides for placement in VanderCook's 
Ruppel Memorial Library ... this will be 
a big help to the Summer graduate stu
dents that take Music Curriculum and 
Supervision 563. 

Finally it is an understatement to add 
that Van-Grad Jim Bair is a real credit 
to the field of music education through 
his outstanding development of a com
prehensive and sound music curriculum. 

Jim is married, has four children and 
enjoys bike riding, golf, and fishing. 

HEAR VEl 
ALUMNI 

FOR: FIRST ANNUAL ALUMNI SOCIAL HOUR 

WHEN: THURSDAY - DECEMBER 14,1978 
(Midwest Clinic) 

WHERE: CONRAD HILTON HOTEL - CHICAGO 
(Check Alumni Booth for room location) 

WHEN: 6:00 P.M. -7:45 P.M. 

SPONSORED B'v: VanderCook College of Music Alumni Association 

COME AND REVIVE PLEASANT MEMORIES WITH 
ALUMNI FRIENDS. HELP CELEBRATE VANDERCOOK's 

50th YEAR. 

HOSTESS: SHARON MALOVEY COOPER 

POSTSCRIPT: Cocktail Pianist For Our Musical Pleasure. 

Snacks Provided 

Cash Bar 
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Orlando Moss discusses his upcoming choir 
fflhearsal with accompanist Leslie Down. 

VAN-GRAD GIVES 
VOCAL AREA BOOST 

VanGrad Orlando Moss has published 
a book that should prove to be bene· 
ficial to all choral directors. The COM
PLETE HANDBOOK FOR TEACHING 
SMALL VOCAL ENSEMBLES is the 
culmination of two years of writing and 
research, as well as ten years of time
tested skills and techniques that Orlando 
utilized to be a successful director. The 
primary purpose of the publication is 
to help choral directors SAVE TIME! 
And it does this by offering time-savi 

workable techniques to help teacher's 
solve their young singers' vocal problems. 
One ofl Orlando's contentions is that 
if you can solve a vocal problem without 
hesitation then your image or credibility 
among students will be greatly improved. 
"This helps to set the stage for the 
choral director to become the best teacher 
that he is capable of becoming," Orlando 
states. One of the most important fea
tures of the book is that it provides the 
choral director with workable skills 
that can be learned quickly and easily. 
It's not surprising I that many of the 
ideas presented result from Orlando's 
exposure to H.E.'s phrase that schools 
are organized to save time and it's with 
these remarks in mind, Orlando wrote. 
This valuable handbook can be obtained 
from Parker Publishing Co., West Nyack, 
New York, 10994, for $13.95. 

ALUMNS --
LOOKING FOR A PLACE 
TO PERFORM - ? 

For several years one period a week 
in the VanderCook schedule has been 
set aside as an Assembly Period for 
speakers, demonstrations, mini-clinics, 
recitals and student government acti
vities. Several members of the Alumni 
Board of Directors have suggested that 
some alumni might like to present pro-

talk about education 

experiences, reminisce, if they knew 
about this opportunity to participate 
in VCM student life. Some alums in the 
Chicago area have brought school groups 
to perform for VCM students and faculty. 

This semester the period is at 11 :30 
a.m. on Friday. Alumni who are inter
ested in making some kind of presenta
tion during this period should write to 
VanderCook College of Music, 3209 
S. Michigan, Chicago, Illinois 60616. 
The letter should explain briefly what 
type of presentation the alum has in 
mind and suggested dates . . 

I RECOMMEND ... Cont. from page 4 

shadows the 5/4 Jubilee with it's alter
nation of 3/4 and 2/4. The Chorale motive 
is also found in the opening section. The 
Chorale is the strongest part of the work 
and if sensitively handled, can be ex
pressive and lush .. The Jubilee is a test 
of the conductor's skill as much as the 
ability of the ensemble in that the pulse 
changes often. A strong exciting climax 
closes the piece. A better than average 
high school band will have success with 
this selection. Shawnee Press is the pub
lisher, price $22, duration 73/4 minutes. 

The most exciting innovation in Music 
Education in many years is the Wind 
Ensemble's appearance in the schools of 
this country. I should explain my defini
tion of the term "Wind Ensemble"; a 

GEORGIA'S FINEST! Conductor Joe A. David III with the Cairo High School Concert Band. Superior Ratings for 32 consistent years. 

ALUMNUS IN FOCUS 
Van-Grad JOE DAVID III 

We at the Alumni Association believe 
Georgia's Joe David has an interesting 
story to tell other Van-Grads. In his 
story Joe has "played down" his own 
achievements, but this in no way dimin
ishes either the story or the man behind 
Georgia's Cairo High School Concert 
Band. 

The Cairo High School Concert Band 
was officially established in the Spring 
of 1946 under the expert tutelage of now 
director emeritus "Major" William T. 
Verran. Under the "Major's" instruction 
the band was quickly established and 
recognized as a superior musical organi
zation. The band has received Superior 
(1st Division) Ratings consistently for the 
past 32 years and is planning to continue 
this tradition at the Georgia Music 
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Educators Association District II In
strumental Music Festival in February of 
1979. Even though the band has grown 
to 150 members, it has never employed 
a two band or divided band system. 
The entire group performs at all marching 
and concert performances including com
petitions, festivals, and Spring concert 
tours. 

There have been only six band directors 
at Cairo High School and four of the six 
were "VanderCookies." Until recently, 
the four were actively involved with the 
band: 

Mr. Jack Willis, Supt. of Schools and a 
V.C.M. Graduate 
Mr. Joe A. David, Present Band 
Director and a V.C.M. Graduate 
Mr. Sandy Campbell, Music Dealer 
and a V.C.M. Graduate 

Mr. William T. Verran, Director 
Emeritus and a private student of 
"Mr. Van." 

There have been other V.C.M. people 
involved in the band program. George 
Patterson, now in Brownsville, Texas, 
was the first Junior High Director. David 
Moorer, the present Junior High Director, 
attended V.C.M. after receiving his 
Master's Degree from Troy State Uni
versity. 

Joe David, the present director of the 
Cairo Band, is a member of V.C.M. 
Alumni Board of Directors, the National 
Band Association, Phi Beta Mu, Phi Mu 
Alpha, M.E.N.C., and Georgia Music 
Educator's Association. Joe is in his 
14th year teaching and his 7th year in 
Cairo, Georgia. In addition, he was on 
the 1977 V.C.M. Summer School Faculty. 



ALUMNA IN FOCUS 
Van-Grad KEN WEIDAW 

' Since 1965 Ken 
Weidaw has been Co
ordinator of Music 
for efforts of class
room music special
ists, junior high and 
high school vocal 
and instrumental di
rectors. Specifically, 
he oversees Arcadia's 
large unified district 
music program by 

Grad Ken ~idaw, providing the neces
Class of '42_ sary music specialists 
for grades four through six, that students 
in fifth and six grade receive the necessary 
experience in glee clubs, and that pro
grams in the junior high instrumental 
and vocal areas are provided with com
petent directors who ' offer to their 
students excellent vocal music classes, 
bands, orchestras and introductory in
strumental classes. Ken's area high school 
offers three concert bands, orchestra, 
large and small vocal ensembles. 

In many respects it is due to Ken's 
administrative efforts that the Arcadia 
High School Band and large vocal en
sembles for years have consistently won 
superior and sweepstake titles in com
petition and festivals. 

Ken has had a long successful career 
as a superb organizer, teacher, adminis
trator, lecturer and fine musician. In his 
years after graduating from VanderCook 
and during part of World War II, Ken 
taught special summer sessions in such 
diverse areas as Western State Teachers 
College in Colorado, State Teachers 
College in South Dakota and Mississippi 
State College. World War II interrupted 
his college teaching, and he found him
self commissioned as an officer to super- , 
vise the schools that were training thou
sands of World War II veterans for various 
occupational skills. Following the War 
Ken went back to some limited college 
teaching at Pasadena Community College, 
California State University and in 1947 
became Registrar and Admissions Officer 
for the California Institute of the Arts . 
Then in 1952 Ken joined the staff of 
Arcadia as a member of the Educational 
Services Staff and finally in 1965 became 
solely the Coordinator of Music. 

For Ken Weidaw involvement in music 
has meant an extended period of time 
serving as Vice-President, President and 
Past-President to the Southern California 
School Band and Orchestra Association 
with Gold Award of Recognition in 1970 
and 1974. From 1971 until 1976 he was 
an Executive Board Member to the Los 
Angeles County Music Educators Associa
tion and currently is President Elect of 
the California Music Educators Associa
tion. These are just a few of the remark
able accomplishments that Ken Weidaw 
has culminated over the years. 

However, there is one dark cloud in 
the horizon for Ken, (and possibly other 
California Van-Grads) ... the suberb 
Arcadia music program is endangered by 

Proposition 13. Ken says it best when 
he adds, "As you may know, voters in 
California passed Proposition 13 in June, 
1978 which directly affects monies made 
available to school districts. Therefore 
how long we will be able to maintai~ 
the kind of quality program to which 
we have been accustomed is at present 
questionable." It is to Ken Weidaw and 
the other twenty-seven California Van
Grads that the VanderCook College of 
Music Alumni Association wishes the 
very best for their CGllective ' futures in 
the uncertain threat that Proposition 
13 might possibly foreshadow. 

ALUMNUS I N FOCUS 
Van-Grad GEORGE PARRIGIN 

The Reverend S. 
George Parrigin, Van
Grad '38. 

Entering Vander
Cook in 1934 George 
("Sal" as he was 
known during those 
years) lived in the 
third floor dorm at 
1655 Washington, 
answering phones, 
driving for Mr. and 
Mrs. Van, taking H. E. 
to school, and upon 
occasion cleaning the 
Van's coal bin for 
help with the room 

rent, rooming with students like Guy 
Powell, Bob Scriver, even President 
Dick Brittain, received his degree in 
1938. The years before, during and after 
VCM days were spent playing profess
ionally - and after graduation, teaching 
in High Schools in the Madison, Wis
consin Area. 

It was after duty with the U.S. Navy 
(serving on the Battleship Texas) that 
George entered the Virginia Theological 
Seminary, Alexandria, Virginia, receiving 
the Master in Divinity degree in 1949 -
being ordained Priest that same year. 
During Seminary days George convinced 
the Superintendent of Schools in Alex
andria that it was time for an instrumen
tal music program in the intermediate 
grades and was the founder of that pro
gram for the Alexandria School system. 

Having served a Parish in Missouri 
after ordination, George is the Rector of 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Houston, 
Texas, where he has served since 1951. 
During those years St. Paul's developed 
from a very small parish to one of the 
larger congregations in the Diocese of 
Texas, undergoing three separate building 
programs of major proportions. 

Much beloved by his congregation, 
George has served on all the major com
mittees and boards in the Diocese of 
Texas. He has been a trustee of the 
Board of St. Luke's Episcopal Hospital ' 
in Houston's famed Medical Center, as 
well as having served on the Boards of 
the Episcopal Theological Seminary of the 
S.W. in Austin ; the Quin Foundation of 
Texas; among others. He has served the 
community well during his years in 
Houston being a member of the Board of 

the YMCA for twenty years, and cur
rently completing his second term as 
Prelate of the Grand Commandery of 
the State of Texas. 

Twice during his ministry he has 
declined nominations for Bishop - stating 
that his preference was simply to be a 
Parish Priest. 

While the trumpet has been on the 
shelf for the past few years, George still 
finds time for flying and a bit of golf, 
and fondly recalls his years at VCM. 

VAN-GRADS MAKING THE NEWS. 
Gary Bungart at the Wellston High School 

placed 1st at the Miamisburg Marching 
Band Contest and Best Overall March
ing. I n addition Gary's band received 
3rd Place at the Athens Marching Band 
in Ohio. 

Bill Carroll at Buffalo Grove High School 
in Buffalo Grove, Illinois took his band 
on tour to Florida this past Spring. 
In addition, Bill's band received 
Superior Ratings in the Chicagoland 
Band 'Contest held at Wheeling and at 
the Illinois High School Association 
Class AA State Band Contest. Bill's 
jazz band was Best Jazz Band in Class 
at the Milikin University Jazz Con
test held in Illinois. 

John Hansen at Malta High School in 
Malta, Illinois has for twelve years 
received straight Superior Ratings 
for his grade school band and for 
eleven years received Superior Ratings 
for both his grade school chorus, 
high school band and chorus! 

Bill Janssen at Dakota High School in 
Dakota, Illinois took his band on 
tour to California for sixteen days 
playing at such diverse places as 
Disneyland and Magic Mountain. 

Donald Noonan Assistant Director at 
Carrol High School in Centerville, 
Ohio has just come back from the 
Athens Marching Band Contest with 
Best Auxiliary Unit, Best Field Com
mander, 1st Place in Class A, and 
Grand Champion. The Athens contest 
is held in Ohio. 

Pete Pappas at Glenbrook South High 
School in Glenview, Illinois has ' been 
selected to appear in the 90th annual 
Tournament of Roses Parade. Pete's 
150 piece band is one of eight high 
school bands that will be nationally 
televised. The Glenview, Illinois band 
was selected in 1976 as the first 
Illinois high school band to appear in 
the Miami, Florida Orange Bowl Parade. 
In 1977 it appeared in the Dallas, 
Texas Cotton Bowl 

Presid,nt Ken Gunllckl 
addressa. his fellow classmates on, "The Pre
sent." 
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conducted ensemble using only the speci· 
fied instrumentation for a given piece, 
a flexible group of musicians. 

Canticle by Francis McBeth is an 
excellent selection for a group to use to 
sample the wind ensemble concept, or 
for a well-established ensemble. Instru· 
mentation is very different: 2 flutes, 
4 horns, 3 trombones, a baritone, tuba 
and 4 mallet percussion. The composer 
effectively contrasts the clear and dark 
brass colors. Parts are not difficult 
technically·-playable by average junior 
high groups. Don't let this dissuade 
conductors of older ensembles from 
programming this excellent piece. Pub
lisher, Southern Music, price $3.50, 
duration 3:30 minutes. 

• 
YOUR ASSOCIATION NEEDS YOU -1978 DUES ARE DUE 

VCM needs a strong, quality Alumni Association. No one can "sell" the VCM experience to 
people in our communities better than a graduate can. We, the graduates, are the living witnesses 
to the quality of VanderCook education. Remember that fellow graduates who are members of 
the association are representing your interests in Music Education on the Alumni Board of 
Directors. Membership is aimed at making their voice (your voice!) even stronger. They 
need your support. 

VANDERCOOK COLLEGE OF MUSIC 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name ____________________________________________________________ __ 

I wish to support and enclose my check for $10.00 to cover 1978 Full Membership in the 
VanderCook College of Music Alumni Association. 

Home Address _____________________ Employer _______________________ __ 

_____________________ Work Address ______________________ _ 

Home Phone 
_____________________ WorkPhone _____________________ ___ 

Degree(s) B.M.Ed. M.M.Ed. Degree Year (s) ____________________ _ 

Name and address of some who will always know where to find you. __________________ _ 

Make check payable to VanderCook College of Music Alumni Association and return with 
this questionnaire. Your dues payment is tax deductible. Thank You. 

• • • I 
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Another fine selection, very available 
but rarely performed, is Gordon Binkerd's 
The Battle. Binkerd took themes from 
the "First Book of Toccatas, Partitas, 
etc." by Frescobaldi and freely scored 
this selection for brass and percussion. 
The piece opens with a 'call to arms' 
theme followed by a march. Much 
flourish and excitement continues until 
the final funereal section where the 
original theme returns, accompanied by 
motives of the martial section. Playable 
by high school groups _. trumpet range, 
high C, horn range high B. Price $7.50, 
duration 6 minutes. Publisher, Boosey
Hawkes, Inc. 

t I 

The VanGuard 
Official Publication of the 
VanderCook College of Music 
ALLUMNI ASSOCIATION 
3209 S. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60616 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

• • .. . --------------------------------------------------

ALUMNI BOARD OF DIRECTOR OFFICERS 
President 
James Gilworth, Illinois 
Vice President 
William Theis, Ohio 
Executive Secretary/Treasurer 
John Sayers, Illinois 
ALUMNI BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Elza Allen, Illinois 
Mike Boo, Illinois 
Harold Bray, Illinois 
William Carroll, Illinois 

Lance Carter, Illinois 
Sharon Cooper, Michigan 
Dennis Clodi, Illinois 
Joe David, Georgia 
Carolyn Miller, Indiana 
Lester Moody, Illinois 
Sam Siaman, Wisconsin 
Dave Wells, Kentucky 
Director of Alumni Services 
James Gilworth 


