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INTENTIONAL DELAY OF NEWSLETTER ' 

The VanGuard newsletter was intentionally delayed in order to keep you infor.med 
as to the latest report on the NorthCentral Association Diagnostic inspection and 
the progress of the new building. The report by H.E .. on these two important 
items follows below. Thank you for your kind patience. 
- - - - - - - - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1965 ALUJYlNI DUES "NCM DUE" 

Even though the newsletter comes to you a little later than usual we hope that 
you will fullfil your Alumni obligation by sending in your 1965 Alumni dues. The 
Alumni dues of $4.00 is really tJ?e lifeline of our organization. Without the mon
ey received from Alumni dues it would be impossible to continue the printing of 
the newsletter and to keep the correspondence flowing. The Alumni is only as 
strong as its membership would have it to be. It is difficult to keep track of 
approximately 800 VanGrads" especially when they keep moving around. Please keep 
us informed as to your whereabouts so we may keep oUr mailing list up-to-date. 
Send in your ~~4.00 dues TODAY. Fill out the ' enclosed blank and mail it back to ' 
me. Your 1965 membership card will be returned to you immediately upon receipt 
of your dues. 

- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
. "H.E." REPORTS ON NORTHCENTRAL AND THE ' NEVI BUILDING 

On March 29 we received a letter from the Executive Secretar,y of NorthCentral 
Association saying that their Board of Directors had voted not to put us on the 
Candidacy list at this time. 
Reasons given for this action were: 

1. Inadequate building facilities 
2. Inadequate ~brar.y and librar,y facilities 
3. Inadequate storage 0 instruments 
4. No faculty members with Doctorate degrees 
5. Lack of a well developed orchestra 
6. Inadequate testing program for admittance of 

new students (especially undergraduate stUdents) 
7. Board of Directors includes Faculty members. only 
8. No Faculty handbook 

They encouraged us to make apPlication again as soon as the new building is co~ 
pleted and other points listed above are taken care of. 
In analyzing the report is is obvious that the completion of the new building is 
the , No. 1 problem. I am sure that you will all be pleased to know that the foun
dation is completed and the steel superstructure is also completely installed. The 
next step will be the preparation of the underground sewer and water lines. After 
that the walls, roof, etc. The building ,,./ill be completely air-conditioned. 
When will the building be compieted? That's a good question. It depends on 'our 
making immediate financial arrangements. We cC'.n't afford to wait until vie get 
the money. (It will cost around $185,,000.00) \"/e, will have to borrow the money. The 
insurance company who made a loan on the first section of the building isreaqy to 
loan us ;;;150,000.00 on a ten-year basis. Vie can't afford to do this unless we are 
sure that the Alumni and friends in the music trades will pledge enough contribu
tions to cover the monthly payments. For some years we have been urged to go af
ter the NorthCentral Accreditation. While the visitation committee were ver,y ~ 
pressed with our work, our product and our philosophies" they were ver,y frank a
bout the importance of improving the facilities. For example: we have built up 
the librar,y quite well but we cannot possibly have a reading room, stack room, etc 
in the old building. The library seems to be an important item to them. Comple
tion of the new building v:ould clear a numbe~ of points they raised. 
As to the Faculty, vie are a:.lding one new rner.J.bcr with a Doctorate this Fall and the 
following year another will be add,ed. . 
Our orchestra is developing rapidly and will be reaqy for the next inspection~ 
We will soon announce the na~es of three prominent outsiders as new members of our 
Board of Directors. 
The testing program is alreaqy under way and a Faculty handbook will soon be reaqy. 
We are working ver,y hard to corr~ct these minor deficiencies mentioned in the 
NorthCentral report and are confident that they \v.ill be satisfactorily taken care 
of. But this lack of building .£'acilities is something we can It do lID.lch about 
without help. The first section of the new building completed in 1960 represents 
an investment of over $140,000.00. This section was paid for in full March 1st, 
1964. The immediate completion of this final section of the building is ver,y im
portant to ever,y graduate and former student. 1I1e appreciate the help given by 



graduates, students and friends in the music trades on the first section of the 
building and hope that we can count on even stronger support for this final sec
tion. 
No use kidding ourselves •• we are not going to get NorthCentral accreditation with
out it. More detailed information will be mailed to you soon ,'lith pictures show
ing progress in the construction. 

-------------~-------------

ANNUAL ALUMNI DINNER GREAT SUCCESS 

CARTER A. NESS (IWIGHT"ll.LINOIS) ELECTED NE.i1 VICE-PRESIDENT 

The annual Alumni dinner held during the Midwest Band Clinic was the biggest and 
best ever. More Alumni attended the dinner than ever before. This is a good 
sign. It shows that there is a more sincere interest in the college and the Al~ 
ni Associ ation. Bill Wagner stepped out as President and Merle· Isaac took over. 
The results of the election for Vice-President brought Carter Ness ' from Dwight, 
Illinois into the executive boqy of the Alumni Association. Mr. Ness attended the 
Gage Park High School in Chicago, received his Bachelor of l-fu.sic Education degree 
at the American Conservatory of Nusic and his Master of Uusic Education degree 
from VanderCook College. He is and has been for many years an ardent supporter 
of VanderCook. He has studied with many well known teachers and is a member of 
many professional organizations including President of the Livingston CountYJ 
Music Teachers Association. He has been Band Direct'or at Dvught High School 
since 1960. 
H.E. gave a complete report of the new building. Dittoed plans were distributed 
to each person present at the Alumni Dinner. The new building will include ap
proximately 15 new class rooms plus facilities for librarY, record room, book
store, and more practice rooms. The VanderUook Alumni Distinguished Service a
ward was presented to ~Ir. Guy Foreman of LaPorte, Indiana for his many contribu
tions to the f:Leld of fusic Education. The meeting was closed with thetradi
tionaJ. singing of "Silent Night". After the meeting everyone attended the eve
ning concert presented at the Sherman House for the Midwest Band Clinic. The 
1964 Clinic was a great success. Starting with Orchestra days on Tuesday and 
vlednesday it continued Thursday, Friday and Saturday featuring the finest bands 
from all ove];! the countpY~ 

--------------- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
KAPPA KAPPA PSI FRATERNITY SPONSORS PARENTtS DAY 

On May 23" 1965 the Kappa Kappa Psi sponsored the annual Parent I s Day at Vander 
Cook College. Over 200 parents and friends of VanderCook students attended this 
combination dinner and r~citaJ.. The parents were treated to a fine di.nner in the 
Illinois Tech dining room. After dinner everyone gathered in the band room for 
the ' recital and concert. The program included selections by the newly organized 
orchestra with Mr. Merle Isaac as guest conductor, selections by the chorus and 
selections by the VanderCook Concert Band. Various students performed either as 
soloists or members of instrument ensembles. Solos by drums, tuba, clarinet, 
trombone and oboe were presented by stUdents. Ensembles included a Male Quartet 1 

vloodwind Q.uintet, French Horn Quartet and the Brass Sextet. Hiss Santini, a new 
member of the faculty played the Piano Concerto in G minor by Greig, accompanied 
by the band with Mr. Brittain directing. It was a very pleasant and inforl!ia.tive 
day for all who attended. Its purpose to acquain~ the parents with what their 
sons and daughters are doing at VanderCook College was certainly accomplished. The 
parents were very enthusiastic about the accomplishments of the students and the 
college. 

-------------~---~-~-----~------~--------

SUMNER SESSION 1965 BEGINS JUNE 21st. 

Summer Session 1965 will begin work on Monday, June 21st. This will be preceded 
by the Conduction Workshop by H.E. beginning on June 14th to the 19th. Registra
tions are coming in very well and it looks like it will be another excellent s~ 
mer of education and inspiration. Last summer enrollment reached 210 students not 
including the Marching Band vlorkshops. This year there will be 2 'trlorkshops •••• The 
Marching Percussion vforkshop July 12-16 inclusive and the Advanced Marching Course 
July 19-23 inclusive. The well-known authority in the fi 'eld of Marching Band,Mr. 
A:R. Casavant will be the instructor. If you are around the Chicago area during 
this time of the summer, stop in and say "Hello ". ' 


