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HELP! HELP! HE L P! 
If you think the above words seem like a frantic plea . . . you are absolutely right. 

If the VANGUARD newsletter is to continue to be published and mailed to YOU, it will 

r:ecd a better financial backing than we have now. The treasurers report , read at the 

Jast Alumni Dinner and Business meeting, showed a balance on hand of $68.64 . . . . This 

is enough to have the newsletter printed, but not enough to pay for the postage to mail 

them. Fortunately some of the Alumni at the Dinner paid their 1963 Alumni dues in 

advance and now we have just enough to mail this letter to you . For those who are 

really interested in VanderCook College, the paying of Alumni Dues should be an 

obligation that they should gladly fulfill. . . . Unfortunately, it seems that we in the 

music business are too busy and haven't the time to just sit down for one minute 

and respond to a project that has our love and interest, but not our support. QUES

TION: Do you think that $4.00 a year for Alumni Dues is too high? Let me know how 

you feel about this ... . Did you know that ' out of approximately 700 Alumni .. . 210 

members paid their Alumni Dues in 1961 and ONLY 99 members paid their Alumni 

this past year in 1962. I realize the old saying "OUT OF SIGHT, OUT OF MIND" is 

true, and this is why we are enclosing with this newsletter a return envelope already 

addressed for you with return postage guaranteed. Enough has been said in this 

editorial .. . NOW ... IT'S UP TO YOU .. . Cut out the dues application blank on 

page 3 of this newsletter ... Fill it out ... Slip your check, money order or cash in 

this envelope and mail it. Your membership card will be sent to you immediately 

upon receiving of your letter ... DO IT TODAY .... 

1963 VANDERCOOK COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 

William Wagner ________________________________________________________________ President (LaPorte, Indiana) 

William Thurn __________________________________________________________ Vice President (Chicago, Illinois) 

George Zafros __________________________________ Executive Secretary-Treasurer (Lansing, Illinois) 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

H. E. Nut t ____________________________________________________________________________________________ ( Chicago, Illinois) 

Forrest Buchtel __ __________________________________________________________________________ (Evanston, Illinois) 

Harris Berg h __________________________________________________________________________ ______________ ( Chi cago, Illinois ) 



Dean "H.E." Reports 

Report on 1962 Midwest National 
Band Clinic 

1962 Clinic was one of the best yet 
new features and ideas attracted a record 
breaking attendance. . . . "Orchestra Day" 
was added with 3 fine orch concerts and 
numerous clinics planned to help band 
directors who want to start orch in their 
schools. N8t'l Orch Assoc. set-up the pro
gram which pleased everyone ... it was so 
well attended and enthusiastically received 
that it will be given again at the 1963 
Clinic . . . following the Orch Day prelim
inary the U.S. Air Force Band played the 
opening concert on Wednesday Evening. 
On Thursday Jamestown (N.Y.) High 
Band. . . . VanderCook College Band and 
Coral Gables (Fla.) High Band presented 
concerts .... Haskell Harr participated in 
a "Helpful Ideas" panel clinic . . . Bill 
Gower of LeBlanc gave a double reed clinic 
· . . on Friday Bachman ... Bainum ... 
Brendler . . . Karl Kipg and Ray Dvorak 
put on a "Programming" Clinic . . . with 
fine ideas and a lot of clever repartee 
among the panel members. . . . Kenosha 
(Wis.) High Band gave a fine program 
with a band-choral finale directed by 
Ralph Houghton that was quite impressive. 
Supt Maurer of Kenosha gave the best talk 
we have had at Midwest on the place of 

Jll usi~ iIL the curriculuIlL. . . Friday even
ing Bob Vezzetti & his Brownsville Texas 
"Golden Eagle" Band presented a terrific 
concert ... the standing ovation given the 
Band at the close of their concert was one 
of admiration on the part of the entire 
audience. Two other Van grads ... Arcardio 
"Art" Guajardo and Dan Vitello and 
former student Don Curtis are Bob's assist
ants at Brownsville. We were all thrilled 
by the work of this Band. . . . Saturday 
morning Guy Foreman's LaPorte High 
Dance Band put on a concert & clinic for 
a capacity audience ... many feel it was 
the best dance band clinic we have had at 
Midwest. His group plays like professionals. 
· . not enough space to give further details 
on concerts & clinics ... they were all ex
cellent. 1963 P8rents Visiting Day Program 
Sunday, May 19 ... you are all invited. 
· .. 1963 Summp.r Session June 17 - July 
26 ... Directing-ReTech Workshop June 
10-15 ... MchBandWkshops July 8-12 & 
July 15-19 ... now is the time to send in 
names of prospects for both summer session 
& fall session . . . you will be pleased to 
learn that Dick Brittain was elected to 
membership in the American Bandmasters 
Assoc .. . and will attend his first conven
tion March 6-9 at Greensboro No. Carolina. 
· . . Dick has done a consistently fine job 
of building an outstanding band at Van
derCook College for many years . . . we 
were especially proud of the Band at 1962 
Midwest Clinic . . . plan on hearing VCM 
Band and attending the Alumni Dinner at 
1963 Midwest .... 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

Since the New Year has rolled around, 
by this time, many of our resolutions have 
been broken. Many alumni, no doubt, 
pledged a deeper dedication to our school 
through monetary . moral. and interest sup
port. This resolution can and should be 
kept. What a strong ann wonderful or
ganization we would have if only our mem
bers would back their school, which has 
done so much for them. 

The outstanding work of some of our 
Alumni was successfully demonstrated at 
the recent Midwest Clinic. Work of this 
kind certainly is promoting better music 
throughout the country and, incidentally, 
with a VanderCook College label. 

When we look back and think of the 
many things which "'e have to be thank
ful for, certainly, our training at VC would 
be on the list. Many of us have had a help
ing hand of some kind along the way; why 
not lend your helping hand by sitting down 
today and writing a check to your Alumni 
Association and te a paid-up member. This 
will help the Association to work better 
for you. 

Remember, the true measure of a great 
man, is what he is doing for others. 

As your new president, I would welcome 
any suggestions you may have. Feel free to 
write me at any time. 

I'm sure this New Year will bring even 
greater honors to our school. As president 
I will strive To serve you and the school to 
the best of my ability. 

Sincererly, 

William A. Wagner 

NEW VANDERCOOK ALUMNI 

PROJECT 

At the last regular business meeting of 
the Alumni Association, President Harris 
Bergh introduced the VanderCook Library 
Fund project. It was pOinted out that the 
VanderCook Book Library must be suppli
mented with many other books in order to 
make it a complete working library for 
student and faculty use. It was suggested 
that money be given to purchase the neces
sary books to bring the library up to stand
ard requirements. The drive was started 
with a cash donation of $5.00 by President 
Bergh. Others followed suit by either 
pledging various amounts or by giving cash 
on the spot. Over $100.00 has been given or 
pledged to date. Anyone desiring to help 
out in this fine Alumni project may do so 
by mailing your donations to: 

HARRIS V. BERGH 
5244 No. Normandy 
Chicago 31, Illinois 

This project needs our support so 
let 's all dig and make it a great success. 



STATEMENT FOR ALUMNI DUES FOR 1963 

Nan1~ ____________________________________ . ________________________________ _ 

Addre~ __________________________ __ 

City and Sta te 

Mail to: 

VanderCook Alumni Association 
George Zafros, Exec. Sec-Treas. 
18358 Oakwood Avenue 
Lansing, Illinois 

Dues Payable $4.00 

1963 memtership cards will be mailed to you immediately upon receiving of member

ship dues. 

Report on 1962 Alumni Dinner 
Meeting-

The annual VanderCook College Alumni 
A~ociation Dinner and Busine~ Meeting 
was held on December 21st, 1962, in the 
Scotch-Irish Room of Toffenitis Restaur
ant. Fifty Alumni and friends were present. 
The meeting was under the direction of 
President Harris Bergh. After the reading 
of the minutes and treasurer's report, elec
tion for Vice-President was held, William 
J. Thurn from Chicago, Illinois, was 
elected to the office of Vice-President. 
Richard Brittain was introduced and given 
a rousing applause for the fine work that 
was done by the VanderCook Band at the 
Midwest Band Clinic. After this President 
Bergh presented the new Distinguished 
Service Award to ERNEST CANEVA from 
Lockport, Illinois, as the OUTSTANDING 
ALUMNUS of the year 1962. Mr. Caneva 
accepted the award and responded with a 
brief talk on the recent "Music Man" Con
test in which his band received 1st place 
over many bands from many states 
throughout the country. This was followed 
by the introduction of a new VanderCook 
Alumni project . . . The VanderCook 
Library Fund (for more details see next 
column) . H.E. Nutt was introduced and 
gave a brief progre~ report of VanderCook 
College, after which President Bergh 
turned the gavel and the meeting over to 
the new President. William Wagner. The 
meeting was dismissed with the singing 
of "Silent Night" . 

Meet Your New Vice President 

i:t the- last usine~ meeting held in De
cember 1962 the Alumni elected Williiam 
J. Thurn as Vice President of the Vander 
Cook Alumni Association for the year 1963. 
In order for you to know him better here 
are a few facts about Bill and his work. He 
is a graduate with both Bachelor and Mas
ter of Music Education Degrees from Van
derCook College. He has also studied at 
Northwestern University, Chicago Musical 
College, Chicago Conservatory of Music, 
Illinois Institute of Technology and Cen
tral YMCA College. His teaching exper
iences include work as Supervisor of Music 
in the Public Elementary and High Schools 
of Colfax, Illinois, Director of Fort Dear
born Public School Orchestra in Chicago, 
Instrumental Supervisor of Lutheran Grade 
Schools, Band Director of the River Grove, 
Schiller Park and Norridge Public Schools. 
Chw'ch organist and Choir Director. At 
present Bill is Instrumental Supervisor of 
the Franklin Park Public Schools and in
structor of Piano a t VanderCook College. 
His activities as a music educator include 
membership in the Music Educators Na
tional Conference, Illinois Education Asso
ciation, Illinois Grade School Band Asso
Ciation, National Band A~ociation and 
Honorary Member of Kappa Kappa Psi. 
As you can see Bill Thurn has been a
round-Welcome Aboard. 
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VANGUARD "S POT L I G H T S" the VanderCook Faculty 

Each newsletter VANGUARD spotlights one of the faculty members of Vander
Cook College. This is done to give you an idea of the life and work of these fine people 
who are devoted to the cause of VanderCook College. This month we present Mr. Harris 
Bergh ... a man who has won the respect of the many students that have been in his 
classes. The name is probably familiar to you because Harris was President of the 
Alumni Association during the past year of 1962. He has been teaching at VanderCook 
since 1948 in the string department. He teaches Strings I and II, Methods of Strings, 
Orchestral Arranging and Brass II. He received his B.M. Ed. at VanderCook College in 
1935 and the M.M. Ed. at Northwestern University in 1948. For 12 years Mr. Bergh has 
been and still is teaching at Harrison High School in Chicago. He is Director of 
Orchestral Music and has a symphonic orchestra of 110. Mr. Bergh has written the 
"FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA BOOK", published by Gamble and "STRING POSITIONS" 
published by Summy. Another book is ready to be published and the fourth is being 
written now. According to Mr. Bergh, great credit for help and inspiration should be 
given to two men who have contributed to his enthusiastic zeal for the violin and 
orchestral music. Mr. Edwin Bergh, his father, who was teacher of violin in Chicago 
and Mr. Alexander Sebald, concertmaster of the Berlin Opera Orchestra. Outside of his 
work in music, Harris keeps himself busy spending time with his wife Minette and 
two children Kathryn (16) and Philip (12), Church work at Judson Baptist Church 
in Oak-Park also keeps him busy for he serves as deacon and his wife as Sunday School 
teacher. While at Northwestern University, he was chosen to become a member of the 
Pi Kappa Lambda, which is the National Honor Society in the field of music. To a 
man who has devoted himself unselfishly to the cause of the finest in music education, 
\\' e the VanderCook Alumni salute you, Mr. Harris Bergh. We thank you for your 
untiring effort to accomplish this by your hard work and sound educational background. 




