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ALUMNI DINNER A "MUST" FOR ALL VANGRADS AND FRIENDS 
ATTENDING tHE "MIDWEST" 

One of the greatest problems that faces an Alumni Organization (that has gradu
ates scattered in 39 different states) is keeping in touch with one another and trying 
to see each other as often as possible. We as VanderCook graduates are not alone in 
this problem, but are joined by many other colleges who face this same situation. 
We must reconcile ourselves to the fact that once we have graduated and have left our 
close college friFnds we would not probably see them again for some time to come. 
After we have left our college we feel we owe no debt because our academic and 
financial obligations have been met and paid. As a result of this, some may ask, "Why 
have an Alumni organization and why bother to try to keep-in- touch?" In analyzing 
this, I find that we owe our "Alma Mater" a debt that cannot be measured in dollars 
and cents but by loyalty and devotion. By the same token. I find that our "Alma 
Mater" owes us, as graduates, a debt of gratitude for representing her in the vast field 
of music. This mutual relationship if of great benefit to the graduat.e Itnd to the school. 
VanderCook graduates feel a far greater closeness to their school than most Alumni 
from many other Universities and Colleges. The reason we as graduates of Vander
Cook feel this is because we became more closely drawn to the school through its ex
cellent faculty. A $chool is judged in the final end by its faculty and its product and 
not by the beautiful buildings and spacious lawns. While we were in school we were 
able to become well acquainted with the VanderCook faculty . Their philosophy of 
education and their teaching was not pushed on us but instt>ad radiated from their 
enthusiasm to help us become good teachers. Therefore, our obligation to VanderCook 
College should be a sincere interest and our loyal support of the activities of the school. 
This is why hundreds of graduates continue to ask "What's going on at VanderCook 
Today." . 

An opportunity comes to us now that we must support with our presence. The 
Annual VanderCook Alumni Dinner is a time when we can all get together to meet old 
college friends and reminisce and also to meet new friends in the same profession. Any 
Alumni attending the Midwest Band Clinic to be held in Chicago on December 19-22 
should make this Alumni Dinner a "MUST" in the schedule of their planned activities 
during this great Clinic. This is the time to gather together and show our support 
and our appreciation for the school that has helped us in no small way in our profession 
as "Musicians". The 1962 Annual Alumni Dinner will be held on Friday, Dec. 21st in 
the Scotch-Irish Room of Toffenettis Restaurant located in the Greyhound Bus sta
tion directly across the street from the Sherman House. The dinner will begjn at 5:30 
and will be followed by a brief business meeting. The meet ing will adjourn in plenty 
of time for you to get good seats for the Friday evening concert at the Clinic. Tickets 
are $3.00 (this includes dinner, tax and tip.) You will find an application for the dinner 
on the ins,ide of this ljIewsletter. Clip it out and mail it TODAY with your check for 
the number of tickets you would like to have. Tickets will be mailed to you immedi
ately by return mail. 
"THE STRENGTH OF ANY ORGANIZATION DEPENDS ON THE SUPPORT GIVEN 
TO IT BY ITS MEMBERS." 

MESSAGE FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT 
. When the VanderCook Alumni meets this December at the Midwest Band Clinic, 

The Vice-President will automatically become the President of the Alumni Association. 
Since my name might not be too familiar to you, I'll supply a little background. I 
received my Master of Music Education degree from VanderCook in July, 1958. I am 
band (Urector at the LaPorte Junior High School, and have had this position since 
June, 1955. 

As Alumni from VanderCook College we have much to be proud of . We have a 
fine faculty and many devoted leaders. There are many things that Alumni can do to 
help our alma mater. First, we can be regular paid-up members of the Alumni Associ
ation. Every contribution (money or otherwise) we make to our school helps bring the 
standards higher. The higher the standards - the more meaningful our degree be
comes. 

Being a graduate of VanderCook has meant much to me. I admire and am proud 
of the fine work being done by our .school. 

Many of the country's top school music positions are held by Alumni of Vander
Cook. This certltinly /lpeaks well for our school. VanderCook College of Music has 
come a long distance during the past few years. With more help from the Alumni, 
VanderCook College can attain even higher standards. 

Remember, as you help VCM you are helping yourself.- William Wagner 
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H.E. REPORTS ON SUMMER SEssioN '62 

Summer Session 1962 was a very busy one. with the largest enrollment since 
World War II G.I. training days. Including the three workshops and regular summer 
session, over 300 students were in attendance. 

The summer activities began with the Directing-Interp.-Rehearsal Technics Work
hop June 18-22. Some 36 directors attended this session with classes from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and two hours of evening sessions. It was an enthusiastic group and much was 
accomplished. Casavant's Marching Band Workshops continue in popularity and both 
Basic and Advanced Sessions were well attended and enthusiastically received. "Cas" 
has done a tremendous amount of research and has developed an outstanding method of 
presenting this subject. He is in constant demand as a clinician and 'consultant among 
schools in many states. Both the Directing and Mar'ching Workshops will be offered 
again this coming summer session ... tell your friends about them ... and how about 
coming back for a "refresher" session yourself? 

The "A" Band, directed by Dick Brittain again played a fine serips of Tuesday 
evening concerts on the IIT Campus. The "B' ~ Band played a prelude concert to the 
final concert of the series. These "twilight concerts" are well received and increase in 
popularity each year. An interesting series of speCial clinics offered included a very 
valuable session on ,Band Recruiting & Organization conducted by Howard Lyons of 
'Lyons Band Instr. Co . ... ari instructive demonstration of the Master Method mater
ials by the author Chas. Peters of Joliet ... a Harp Clinic and Demonstration by Bill 
Champion and Ed Wollbridge of Lyon & Healy .. . this was an interesting session for 
hal'p is being used more and more in band work . . . and we were especially pleased to 
hav8 Claude Smith, Supervisor of Instr. Music in the Evansville, Ind. Public Schools, 
with us for several days. He lectured to Graduate Seminar 'and Adv. Organization 
Classes in addition to giving a very fine demonstration and clinic on his newest public
ations (The "All-State Band Method" ' aIid l'Our Musical Heritage") 'In addition to 
"",!,,,,,,,,--><sc,,,,h,-,>eduIEd clinics there were a number of informal sessions given by various 
FilCulty members ... Haskell Harr conducted a visit to the Slingerland Drum FactOry 
. . . Stanley Zaley organized a string orchestra for those especially interested in this 
work ... no concert was given but a ' number of good. rehearsals were neld. This will 
be a regular summer session feature . . . and will be ' very helpful to those teaching 
orchestra especially beginning strings. 

The annual graduation exercises were held in the beautiful new three million 
dollar air conditioned Tech Center Union Bldg. on the IIT Campus. We were especially 
pleased to have so many Alumni present for it was an outstanding program. George 
Zafros, EXEc-SeC'y of the Alumni presented each graduate with a "paid-up" alumni 
membership card for 1962. We hope these new members w1ll take 'an active part in all 
Alumni doings. Incidentally George will no doubt tell you about the Alumni Dinner 
to be held at the Sherman Hotel during Midwest Nat'l Band Clinic , . . Friday after
noon at 5:30 o'clock Dec. 21 .. . we hope you will be there .. . No doubt George will 
also mention the Music Man Contest won by Ernie Caneva, and his Lockport, Ill. High 
School Band . . . and that Ken Green of Bossier City La~ (also VanGrad) came in 
second in this contest. We are very proud of both these men and their bands .... The 
Annual 7 day Music-Recreation Camp for grade and high School music students held 
at Elmhurst College in August, with some 428 students present, was the best yet ... 
we have a fine enrollment this Fall ... come and hear the Band at Midwest ... they 
play Thursday afternoon at 1:30 o'clock . . . you will be proud of them for sure .. . . You 
will also want to hear the Brownsville, Texas High School Band, directed by VanGrad 
Bob Vezzetti ... they play Friday evening ... this is the third trip to the Midwest for 
this Band ... and don't fail to hear VanGrad Guy Foreman and his LaPorte Ind. 
High School Dance Band in the feature C?linic on Saturday Morning 8:45 to 10 o'clock 
... you just can't afford to miss the Midwest this year .. . it will be a ,terrific event. 

A Distinguished Service Award will be presented to one of our VCM Alumni members 
at the Alumni Dinner, Dec. 21st. The plaque will be presented by President Harris 
Bergh to an alumnus who has achieved outstanding recognition. 



VANDERCOOK ALUMNI ASSOCIATION DINNER 

Please send _____ tickets @ $3.00 

to MR. (S) 

Address 

City and State 

Mail to: George Zafros, Executive Secretary 
18358 Oakwood Avenue 
Lansing, Illinois 

Please check one 
Ham and Sweets ____ _ 

Fish 

Tickets will be returned to you by mail immediately. All graduated, former students 
and friends are invited to attend. 

16th Annual Midwest Band Clinic to be Held at Sherman Hause 

The 16th Annual Band Clinic will again be held in the Sherman House (Clark and 
Randolph) in Chicago on December19 through 22nd, 1962. This years' Clinic will be 
t .e largest and longest held in many years. One of the newest additions will be "Or
chestra Day" which will be held on Wednesday, December 19th from 9:00 A.M. to 
5 :30 P.M. This day will feature orchestras from Greensboro, North Carolina, Bryon, 
Ohio ~pd the- Ge.mbl - 'or Higir-School Orchestra from Cincinnati. Ohio. The 
Wednesday evening concert will be presented by the Distinguished United States Air 
Force Band of Washington D.C. Thursday morning the Clinic will begin with a concert 
by the excellent Jamestown, New York High School Ban<Lln the' afternoon at 1 :30 
QUI' own VanderCook College Band will present its program. Dick Brittain has been 
working hard with the' band and the sound is terrific. Be sure to be tliere to hear 
them. The evening concert will be presented by High School Band ' from Coral Gables, 
Florida. The Friday morning session will begin with a clinic about "Programming" 
by the 3 B's - Bachman-Bainum and BrendleI'. A concert clinic will be presented at 
10 :30 by the Championship Kenosha, Wiscorlsin High School Band. The afternoon and 
evening concerts will be presented by the bands from Norman, Oklahoma and the 
Brownsville Golden Eagle Band from Brownsville, Texas. The Saturday morning session 
will begin with a clinic by the LaPorte, Indiana High School Stage and Dance Band 
directed by Guy Foreman (former President of our Alumni Association) and moderated 
by H. E. The final concert will be played by the Spencer, Iowa High School Band. 
The Grand Finale Banquet will be heid in the Bal Tabarin room at 12:30. Many fine 
individual clinic sessions have been planned with top men in the field of instrumental 
music present to speak. The Annual VanderCook Alumni Dinner will be held at 5 :30 
P ,M. in the Scotch-Irish room of Toffenettis Restaurant (right across from the Sher
man House )" in the Greyhound Bus Station. 

We hope you plan on being there. After looking over the schedule you will have to 
admit that the program lined up for the 1962 "Midwest Band Clinic" is "TERRIFIC". 
You won't want to miss these fine activities lined up by the "Midwest" committee. 
Mark these dates on your calendar and plan on coming in to the Sherman House, 
Dec. 19-22. Fill in and clip out the application above for the Alumni Dinner and mail 
it with your check for your Dinner tickets to George Zafros, Executive Sec.-Treas., 
18358 Oakwood Ave., Lansing, Illinois. Make checks and money-orders payable to 
"VanderCook Alumni Association". DO IT TODAY. Tickets will be mailed to you 
immediately by return mail. 
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YANGUARP "s POT L I G H T S" the Van~erCook Faculty 
• ~ I ' ,..' :., 

, when It, per$on, thipk!l of VanderCook· College, the first name that comes to their 
mindS and 1;0 the,.minqs of , h~dreds of people that have been connected with Vander
Cook is Dean H.E. Nutt. In thIS issue of the "VanGuard" we pay our tribute to a man 
whose Rame is synonymous with VanderCook College. He is known by thousands as 
simply H,E., two' initials that demand" the repect of so many people that have come 
in contact with bjim. ~ot only respect but love for a man who has dedicated his 1ife 
to helping peoplebeco,me the finest teachers in our country. To give you ,a history of 
the life of H.K would' be an almost impossible task, and would take much more space 
than we have "in this newsletter. All we can do is touch on the high spots. Born in 
Northern Indiana of parents who were bOth teachers, he attended Colleges and Uni::' 
versities in I~diana, . Kansas, . Iowa and the' University of Chicago '. receiving A.B. and 
B.S,. degrees plus receiving Bachelor's and .Master's Degree at Vande~ook , College. "H:E: 
has taught in praCtically every' field including science, vocational agriculturl!. manual 
arts, athletic coach!' biology and music: H.E. has been Secretary ()f VanderCook since 
1922 and Dean of . the 'Faculty since 1942. ' He taught in the Chicago Public Schools 
until 1953. At. pres~nt, in. addition to his work at VanderCook, he is 'teaching at 'tHe 
Illinois Institute of ,Technology. He is · the Co-Founder .Of the ¥idwest Band Clinic 
and was elected to become a member of A.B.A. H.E. has traveled extensively a& an. 
adjudicator and clinician throughout the United States, His talent in the field of 
special materials and publications are far too numerous to mention. Most people in the 
field of music education at, one time or another ,have used some of J:I.E.'s special teach
ing aids or gadgets as he ,calls them. As busy as H.E. is, he. is never too busy to lend 
an ear and help any student or friend with their individual problems. H.E. NlJtt has 
become a household name in the field of music education. His ideas, talents arid per
petual drive is something that is difficult to match. He ' is married to Thelma Nutt. 
who is a constant help to him. At times when H.E. ges too 1,nvolved.in too many situ
ations. Thelma stops him and points him , in the right direction for that moment and 
sends him off. H.E .• for your constant help' to so many people and. your entnusiastic 
interest in all phases of Music Education. we. your former studentS and your friends 
thank you sincerely for your encouragement, your untiring efforts arid ' your never
ending concern for the finest in music in America. 




