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"ALUMNI DINNER GREAT SUCCESS" 

The 1961 VanderCook Alumni Dinner held in the lower lounge of the LLT. 
Commons Building on December 22nd, 1961 was a great success. Many VanderCook 
graduates and former students were present to share the evening with old friends and 
meet new Alumni. We were happy to see many old friends and graduates including 
Dr. Wm. Revelli (VanGrad-BME '31 and MME '36) who was guest conductor with 
the VanderCook Band and main speaker for the Midwest Grand Finale Banquet ... 
Paul Behm from Mason City, Iowa ... Paul Yoder from Florida ... and an old friend 
"Big Nick", Charles Nicholls from Lemont, Illinois, who for many years was the 
official 'greeter' for VanderCook Summer Sessions. A very fine dinner was followed 
by opening remarks and humorous comments by M.C. Harold Walters who said "The 
only time I see Frosty Buchtel is at the First National Bank of Evanston. Frosty is al
ways coming in the front door with a wheel barrel full and I'm just going out after 
I have visited the loan department." After the remarks by Mr. Walters, Ernie Caneva, 
1961 President took over the formal business meeting. After the customary reading of 
the minutes and treasurers report, (Balance $87.04), a motion was made and seconded 
that the Alumni dues be increased from $2.00 to $4.00 per year ... Motion was carried 
unanimously ... Election of officers followed. It was decided that the Vice-President 
automatically become President and that a new Vice-President be elected each year. 
A motion was made and passed that the office of Secretary-Treasurer become .3. per
manent position of "Executive Secretary-Treasurer." George Zafros from Lansing, 
Illinois a BME and MME graduate of VanderCook was elected to fill this position. 
Results of the election of officers was as follows: 

Mr. Harris Bergh ...... (Chicago, Illinois) ...... President (1961 Vice-Pres,) 
Mr. William Wagner .... . .... (LaPorte, Indiana) ......... Vice-President 
Mr. George Zafros .... (Lansing, Illinois) .... Executive Secretary-Treasurer 

After short speeches by Mr. Beckerman, PreSident of VanderCook College and Dean 
H. E. Nutt, the meeting adjourned and all were invited to visit the new VanderCook 
College Building. 

"VANDERCOOK ALUMNI DUES INCREASED" 

During the 1961 business meeting at the annual Alumni Dinner a motion was 
made and passed unanimously that the VanderCook Alumni dues be raised from $2.00 
per year to $4.00 per year. It was decided that due to the increase in service, more funds 
would be needed to help pay for the cost of the "VANGUARD" newsletter, which is 
to be published four times a year. Present plans call for the newsletter to be written, 
printed and mailed to every graduate and former student throughout the United 
States every September - December - February and April. The mailing list of graduates 
alone exceeds 600, and so for this added service, the co-operation of all Alumni which 
includes all former students as well as graduates is necessary to carryon this program 
of publicity so that you, the Alumni may be kept informed. Articles in the "VAN-
GUARD" will include ... News of VanderCook College ... News of Alumni scattered 
throughout the country ... Professional articles, to help you in your work . . . articles 
by guest writers and many other items of interest to all. YOUR PAID-UP DUES is 
needed to carryon this program. It is amazing to realize that out of over 600 Vander
Cook Alumni only 194 paid their dues for the year 1961. If all Alumni members could 
feel the obligation they have to their organization, enough funds would be available 
for greater things in the future. Why not sit down TODAY and send in your check 
for your Alumni dues. Clip the statement for dues on page 3 of this newsletter, fill it 
out and mail it in TODAY. Your 1962 membership card will be mailed to you im
mediately upon receipt of your dues. Make your check payable to "VANDERCOOK 
COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION" ... DO IT TODAY. The officers of the Alumni 
were elected to serve you and VanderCook College. Give them your support by show
ing them your interest in the VanderCook Alumni organization. 



Dean "H.E." Reports 

Report on 1961 Midwest 
Band Clinic 

VAN GRADS 
"Here and There" 

A short resume of VanderCook Graduates 
located throughout the United States. 

The 15th Annual Midwest Band Clinic Clifford Lillya - BME '31 VanderCook ... 
was a great success .. . with bands from Masters Degree '44 from Northwestern Urii
many states. VCM Alumni were featured in versity 
many of the sessions . . . Cliff Lillya, Brass Clif is and has been for some years Pro
Ensembles Clinic ... Bill Wagner, "Tricks fessor of Brass Instruments at the Univer
That Click" panel . . . Ernie Caneva, "How sity of Michigan. Before going to the U of 
to Teach Reading" panel ... Ted Buenger M Clif taught in the Chicago Public School 
& his Brookfield H.S. Dance Band in a fine from 1931 to 1947. He was also a member of 
clinic with noted soloists (H.E. acted as the faculty at the National Music Camp at 
Moderator) Guy Powell directed the Interlocken. Clif was also a member of the 
Lackland A.F . Band Glee Club . Paul faculty of VanderCook College for many 
Behm & his Mason City H .S. Band at Mid- years before he moved to Michgan. Anyone 
west for the 4th time did a fine concert in the field of instrumental music has, I'm 
reading session . . .. Frosty Buchtel con- sure, played some of the Lillya-Isaac com
ducted VCM & Mason City Bands in his positions. Clif is married, has 2 children .. . 
latest compositions. . . . Dick Brittain and Ann, a sophomore at Eastman School of 
the VCM Band did a fine concert ... we are Music and Peter, a graduate student in 
certainly proud of their work . . . we were chemistry at Harvard. Clif and his wife 
happy to have Bill Revelli as guest con- Helen reside in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
ductor of our Band and also as the honored R. Cedric Anderson - -BME '32 Vander
speaker at the grand finale banquet .. . he Cook .. . Masters Degree '41 from University 
gave a very interesting and instructive ac- of Michigan 
count of his recent trip to Russia with his Cedric is at present band director at the 
U of M Band. Jefferson High School in Cedar Rapids, 

It will be hard to "top" this 1961 Midwest Iowa. Prior to Cedar Rapids he taught band 
... & two people are mostly responsible for and orchestra for 17 years at North Platte, 
it's smooth efficient operation . Exec- Nebraska. He has served in numerous 
Sec'y Lee w,. ~etersen .& his wife Ruth are capacities. It is impossible to mention them 
the best cllmc orgamzers & managers I all, but a few would include member of 
have ever known. . the faculty at the Gunnison Music Camp 

-- ..' '" ere pleased--to--have-se-m~AL.~ I lor ~'" ye~tl1S . . . .t'res1aentorthe NeBraSka 
vlSlt the new Bldg . . .. many raISed the $64 Music Educators Ass 'n .... Pres. of the 
question ... "WHEN do we start on the 2nd Iowa Bandmasters Ass'n. . . . Editor of the 
half of the n~w .Bldg.?" ... It will take Iowa Music Educators Magazine from 1958-
$120,000 to bUlld. It ... about. $6,000 has al- 1961 . . . Trombonist with Cedar Rapids 
:ead~ been contnbuted f,~r ~hIS,; .. BUT .. , Symphony and was appointed to direct the 
It WIll take a lot of domg to get the National FFA Band at the National Con
balance ... STILL .. . "where there is a vention at Kansas City. Cedric Anderson 
will there is sure t.o be a way" . ',: ~s"s0on has certainly been busy in the field of 
as enough Alumm develop the WIll we music. He has 5 children and most of them 
will find a "way". May we have your sug- are in the field of teaching One is a Luth-
gestions on ho~ to develop the "will"? eran Minister. . 

Summer SeSSIOn dates. ~962 are Ju~e 25 Guy F. Foreman _ BME '44 VanderCook 
to Aug. 3: . .. In add~tIOn. there WIll be . . . M.S. Indiana State College '47 
three worKshops . .. Directmg-Interp-Re-
hearsal Technics June 18-22 inc!. Basic 
Marching Band Worshop July 9- 13 & Ad
vanced Marching Workshop July 16-20 inc!. 
... these are credit courses ... if interested 
send for bulletin. 

The VanderCook Alumni Ass'n wishes to 
thank the outgoing officers for the fine job 
they did in 1961. To Ernest Caneva and 
Martha Elder we extend a sincere word of 
"Thank You". These devoted people have 
spent much time and effort in preparing 
and taking care of the business of the 
Alumni Association for the past year of 
1961. Mr. Harris Bergh remains as President. 

IN MEMORY 
Rocco ~fenza , class of 1950 passed away at 

the age of 34. on about Sept. 1s t , 1961. The 
VanderCook Alwnni ex tend their deepest sym
I)athy to the family . Rocco was located in 
Chicago, IUinois. 

Guy is Director of Music of the Commun
ity Schools in LaPorte, Indiana. The name 
Guy Foreman is a very familiar name 
amongst the VanderCook Alumni because 
GUY served the Alumni Association for 
several years as President. GuyS LaPorte 
High School Dance Band appeared at the 
Midwest National Band Clinic in 1958. His 
bands in LaPorte have never received less 
than a 1st division rating at contest. Guy's 
compositions are well known. They include 
"Singing Sands" ... "Hoosier Holiday" .. 
the novelty number "Three Little Pig's" and 
an arrangement of Beethoven's "Largo Ap 
pasionate" Opus 2. Guy was elected to be a 
member of the School Band Director's 
Association. To VanderCook College and 
Alumni Guy is an old friend and a very 
enthusiastic supporter of all VanderCook 
activities. He is still single and (available?) 
He lives in Michigan City where he directs 
a fine Municipal Band. -George Zafros 



STATEMENT FOR ALUMNI DUES FOR 1962 

Name ________________________________________________________________ __ 

Addre~ ____________________________________________________________ _ 

City and State ________________________________________________________ _ 

Mail to: 
VanderCook Alumni Association 
George Zafros, Exec. Sec-Treas. 
18358 Oakwood Avenue 
Lansing, Illinois 

Dues Payable $4.00 

1962 membership cards will be mailed to you immediately upon receipt of membership 
dues. 

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT 

It is a real honor and pleasure to serve 
you as president of VanderCook Alumni 
A~ociation. I hope we as your officers can 
be of real practical help to you. These "Van
guards" will be one way in which we can 
communicate with each other. 

I think that as an alumni of a certain 
college we should look at this fact in two 
ways. First, what can the college do for me; 
and second, what can I do for the college. 
"WHAT CAN THE COLLEGE DO 

1. If I decide to return for more advanced 
instruction, will there be room for me? 
(VanderCook has two buildings now) 

2. Has the college changed and thrown 
all fundamentals out the window? (Vander
Cook is still based on fundamentals and 
practical teaching needs of its stUdents.) 

3. Can I still receive teaching helps from 
my college? 

a. VanderCook is a vital part of the 
Midwest Band clinic - all info is 
free. 

b. VanderCook holds a free vocal clinic 
each fall. 

c. These "Vanguards can help you. 
d. As part of their summer sessions, a 

two week intensive marching band 
se~ion is held where you can really 
learn how to have a successful 

marching band in your school. 

"WHAT CAN I DO FOR MY FORMER 
COLLEGE" 

1. Pay your alumni dues. ($4.00 per year 
- see page three) 

2. Write to the officers and suggest how 
the alumni ass'n can be improved. 

3. Give a pledge toward a seat in the new 
auditorium or towards the second half 
of the new building. 

4. Any amount of money will be a per
manent help towards VanderCook and 
the furtherance of music which is one 

of God's greatest ble~ings to mankind. 
Harris V. Bergh 

Pres. VanderCook Alumni Association 

"PROFESSIONAL ADVICE" 

TO HELP YOU 

TEACHING TIPS 
"HOW TO TEACH A NEW NUMBER" 

<By H. V. Bergh. Instructor of string in
struments, VanderCook College; and Or
chestra Director, Harrison Tech. High 
School, Chicago,) 

In class or group teaching we sometimes 
assume that the students should learn a 
new number by inspiration. If a student 
goes to a private teacher for le~ons, the 
teacher generally plays the number first to 
show exactly how the number should sound. 
Progressing from this thought here is the 
method that I have worked out and find 
that it "works". 

1. Explain the title of the number. 
2. Mention; composer and something 

about him. 
3. Explain tempo and style markings. 
4. Mention key and time signature, (have 

group playa two-octave scale of the 
keys in the song) 

5. Quickly scan number and indicate re
peats, cut-offs, holds, D.C. 8s, etc. be
fore mistakes are made. 

6. Learn a small section or phrase at a 
time - But I play first to have it 
heard correctly first. Here the student 
can hear correct intonation, rhythm, 
expre~ion, etc. 

7. Have each section play their part first 
without the rhythm indicated, (make 
each note of equal length so as to con
centrate on pitch). 

8. Play now with rhythm after students 
know how to count out loud the p~
age. 

9. If slurs are a problem - play without 
slurs, then add them. 

10. Finally add expresson, dynamic mark
ings, etc. 

I hope that at least some of these ideas 
will be helpful in your teaching. 
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VANGUARD "S POT L I G H T S" the VanderCook Faculty 

Each issue "VANGUARD" will spotlight one of the faculty members of Van
derCook College, so that you may know who they are, what they have done and what 
they are now doing. In this second issue we spotlight a faculty member who probably 
needs no introduction. His compositions have been played or heard by almost everyone 
in the field of instrumental music. He is Mr. Forrest Buchtel. .. also known as "Frosty". 
Mr. Buchtel, who is the Chairman of the Graduate Division at VanderCook has been 
teaching at the college since 1931. He holds 4 degrees. An AB from Simpson College ... 
an MS from Northwestern University and a BME and MME from VanderCook College. 
For the record, Mr. Buchtel taught at South High School in Grand Rapids, Michigan ... 
Kansas State Teachers College at Emporia, Kansas .. . Lane Technical High School in 
Chicago and spent 20 years teaching instrumental music at Amundsen High School in 
Chicago. At present he is instructor of composition and arranging and all brass classes 
at VanderCook College. Composing band music began as a hobby with Frosty but seemed 
to get out of hand. From a hobby it progressed to a profession. His many compositions 
include over 500 original and or arrangements . .. 29 sets of band books ... 12 methods 
for private or class teaching ... over 500 solos and many other compositions too numer
ous to mention. Mr. Buchtel's contribution in music for young bands is certainly a tri
bute to a man who has the interest of American instrumental music at heart and has 
helped many bands on the road to success. Mr. Buchtel lives in Evanston, Illinois With 
his wife Jessie. They have 4 children .. . Bonnie, who teaches in Evanston ... Helene, a 
professional writer ... Beverly, a private secretary and Larry, who works in the radia
tion Lab. at the University of California. We who have studied under Mr. Buchtel deep
ly appreciate his love and devotion to VanderCook College. Your contributions to the 
field of music in America will not soon be forgotten . As Alumni, we wish you contin
ued success and hope that you may serve VanderCook College with yow· excellent abil
ity for many years to come. 




