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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT 

Faced by a temptation to surrender to 
materialism, Jesus of Nazareth rebuffed His 
tempter with conviction that "Man shall 
not live by bread alone." The great Moham
med once said, "If any man have two loaves 
of bread, let him trade one for a rose. The 
bread is nourishment for the body, but the 
rose is nourishment for the soul. 

We should be ready to admit the words of 
wisdom that have come down the centuries 
from Christ and Mohammed. 

The mastery of our Machine Civilization 
requires not only as good an education as 
our fathers had, but a broader and better ed
ucation. Our fathers faced a simpler world. 
They could get along with an education that 
would be wholly inadequate for modern life. 
The education for the future must educate 
the whole man, not just his reasoning 
powers. The education for the future must 
include those stimulations and disciplines 
that enrich men's capacity for worthy emo
tional response to some of the overlooked 
needs of modern life. 

Music is a science as well as an art. Just 
as the art of surgery rests upon the scien
ces of anatomy, so music as an art sinks its 
roots deep in the soil of music as a science. 
Music, as a science, takes its place along 
with the other sciences in our education and 
makes a like contribution. Music can bring 
to our all , too materialistic civilization -
the priceless boon of beauty. 

Belonging to the VanderCook Alumni 
Association means more than just saying 
"1 graduated from the VanderCook College". 
The most important part is the continuous 
support Alumni members give to the college. 
You give your financial and moral backing 
for the things the college is working to 
accomplish "and did accomplish for you". 

A strong association can speak effectively 
and quickly in time of need and can act 
promptly on behalf of the college. 

The Alumni Association is the needed 
manpower that guards the past record and 
the future of the development of our Alma 
Mater. 

H.E. has kept us posted on the progress of 
the new building. We have a wonderful 
start: now, let's keep it going. Write us and 
let us know what you have accomplished 
this past year. Any little thing about you 
will make news and will keep us in touch 
with each other. 

Cont. on page 2, col. 2 

EDITORIAL 

Someone once said "A conductor masters 
the technic, but is a humble servant of the 
arts". All too often we forget to be the 
humble servants of the arts. We must re
mind ourselves constantly that the music 
that we perform is really a reproduction of 
what the composer is trying to say musical
ly, and so we try to the best of our ability 
to reproduce this music just as the com
poser had intended for it to be performed. 
The important thing we must realize is that 
it is very difficult for us to do this without 
a good working knowledge of the funda
mentals or the techniques. Mr. VanderCook, 
H. E. Nutt, Mr. Beckerman and the many 
others who have taught or are now teaching, 
believe this firmly and teach it daily to the 
yound musicians now studying at Vander
Cook College. Without a good technical 
!bundation how can a person try to teach or 
conduct the fine music available to us, or as 
we call it, the performance of the arts. 
Notice that the statement said "A con
ductor or music teacher must master the 
technic" or the fundamentals, first and 
then be a humble servant of the arts. Un
fOltunately , too many musicians try to be 
servants of the arts with out a good solid 
basic training on the fundamentals or the 
foundation. When a sky-scraper is built, the 
most important part of the building is the 
foundation that is going to hold the build
ing up for the many years to come. 

As graduates of VanderCook College, you 
and 1 can be very thankful for the fine 
training we received while at school. A good 
solid foundation that we use day in and day 
out, in our work as music directors. We 
received this strong foundation at Vander
Cook and then were told to go out into the 
world and to build thereon. Many of the 
VanderCook Graduates have done just that 
and are still building and reaching upward 
toward a fine professional satisfaction in 
the arts. We must never stop working or 
building. 

VanderCook College is still working and 
building, not only musically, but materially. 
One building is up. More must come. What 
can we as Alumni do to help this great 
cause? First, we need togetherness. A strong 
Alumni Association can and must be the 
great helping hand needed most earnestly 
by VanderCook or any college. Our strength 
lies in our united effort . We must support 
VanderCook not only with our finances , 
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Dean "H.E." Reports 

Whats Going on 

at VanderCook 

VAN GRADS 
"Here and There" 

A short resume of VanderCook Graduates 
located throughout the United States. 

The 1961 Summer Session was another Earl O. "Pat" Arsers - BME '38 , MME '42 
fine one with large enrollment of enthusi- Also holds an Honorary Doctor of Music 
astic students <170 regular session and 75 Degree from Southern College of Fine Arts, 
more for Casavant's Marching Workshops.) Houston Texas. 
Everyone was pleased with NEW BLDG. . . Pat is the high school band director and 
with its fine rehearsal room, lounges, stor- co-ordinator of Instrumental Music in the 
age, practice rooms etc .... makes us anx- Alamo Heights Ind. Schools, San Antonio, 
ious to get going on the second half ... Texas. Pat has been President of the Texas 
which is to include class rooms, Rubank Bandmaster's Association for 3 years. There 
Reading Library, offices, etc. etc . . .. Fall are many other accomplishments, too nu
enrollment is also up ... with a fine group merous to mention. He made "who is who 
of Freshmen ... Band is working hard for in the Southwest" this year. His closing 
Midwest Nat'l Clinic, Dec. 20-23, Hotel statement on the VanderCook information 
Sherman. It should be another fine band. sheet was "I silently thank the Lord every 
Graduating Class of 1961 presented the Col- day for the VanderCook College of Music." 
lege with a fine Bulletin Board (aluminum George E. Bushong - MME '39 
and glass) for hall of New Bldg .... a very Also holds AB, BM and MA from South-

ern Methodist Univ. George is now the 
welcome addition to the Bldg. Executive Director of the SMU Alumni 

4th Annual VCM Midwest Choral Clinic Association. He has been director of bands 
Oct. 6-7 on Ill. Tech Campus brought in in Hattiesburg, Miss. and North Dallas, 
over 1100 directors, teachers and student Texas. Mr. Bushong is in the active Army 
participants ... with 8 outstanding Choirs. Reserve as Colonel, serving as Commanding 
In 5 more years this Clinic should be larger Officer of a StrategiC Intelligence Detach
than the Midwest Band Clinic ... it is real ment. He is married and has two married 
practical ... down to-earth Clinic. Recently daughters. George now lives in Dallas, Texas 
a Vangrad said to me "We must work hard and is . kept ~)USy taking care of all of the 
to keep VCM strong" . . . to which I re- Al~mnl Busmess of Southern Methodist 

1· d "NO t k HARDER UmversIty. _____ p Ie . . . . . . we mus wor I T ."UT;,' n -n,,!.lvit MME '57 
to make VCM STRONGER." The COllege Received Bachelor's Degree from Beloit 
DOES have a fine reputation . . . BUT . . . College. His present position is conductor of 
you can't coast on a reputation. There are the Beloit Civic Symphony Orchestra, which 
many ways in which we can improve and has a membership of 70 and presents be
strengthen our course of training, but we tween 12 to 15 concerts a season. Mr. Dalvit 
need your help and suggestions. How about has studied conducting under Thor Johnson 
telling us your ideas as to how and what and for 4 summers was a student of Pierre 
can be done to make VC STRONGER ... ? Monteiux. He has conducted the symphony 
Write that letter NOW . . . We hope you ?f the Air at Carnegie. Hall in 1960 and 
will attend the Alumni Dinner Meeting m 1961 conducted the PIttsburgh Symphony 
Dec. 23 at 5 P.M ... . see the New Bld~ Orch~stra. Mr. Dalvit was chosen by the 

l 

AmerIcan Symphony League to conduct the 
: .. greet the Fa~ult~ a~d Classm~tes . . . 95 piece professional symphony in the Sum
It is really and InspIratIOnal meetmg. See mer of 1961. He is married and has 2 
You There. H.E. daughters. He is now living in Beloit, Wis. 
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but with our ideas and our promotions. Do 
you promote, talk about, advertize Vander
Cook College? If you don't , you should! 
As a student, VanderCook helped you. Now 
as a Graduate you must help VanderCook 
How about some suggestions to help make 
VanderCook bigger and stronger? Write! 
Keep in touch! Let us work together, united 
in the bonds of the arts we represent, so 
that VanderCook College may forge ahead. 
Though miles and miles separate us, we are 
only a 4c stamp away. 

George Zafros 
Executive Secretary 

Congratulations to our graduates "Here 
and There". Watch the next issue for more 
news .of VanderCook Grads. "Here and 
There." 

If you haven't sent us any information 
lately about yourself and your work, please 
do so soon . . . Thanks . . . Keep in touch, 

George Zafros 

Cont . from page 1, col. 1 
We hope you like your " 1st Edition of 

the "VANGUARD". Write George Zafros, 
the editor and let him know what you think 
of it. 

See you at the VanderCook Alumni Din
ner and the Mid-West Band Clinic in 
December. 

Ernest O. Caneva 
President, Alumni Association 



MIDWEST BAND CLINIC . ...... VANDERCOOK ALUMNI DINNER 

The 15th Annual Midwest Band Clinic will be held on Dec. 20-23, closing on 
Saturday with the GRAND FINALE complimentary Christmas Banquet. This will 
give the more than 5000 who attend ample time to return home for the Holiday season. 
The later date was chosen by the committee in the hope that more directors will be 
able to attend this nationally famous clinic. The 1961 Clinic promises to be bigger and 
better with 8 clinic concerts of the newest and finest in instrumental publications, to be 
presented by some of the finest bands of the nation. There will also be one special clinic 
session featuring a Chorus-Orch~tra-Band Ensemble with the majority of the students 
contributing their talents to all three phases of the school music program. Included 
also in the 1961 Midwest Clinic will be the many interesting and helpful instrumental 
clinic lectures and demonstrations. The parade of bands to perform at the Midwest 
will include the Sterling, Colorado High School Band, the Oxon Hill, Maryland High 
School Band, the Fortier Senior High School Band of New Orleans, Louisiana, the 
Waukegan Grade School Band, the Cass Tech High School Band of Detroit, Michigan 
and the Finale Concert to be presented by the Lakelund Air Force Band from San 
Antonio, Texas on Saturday Morning. The fine VanderCook College Band under the 
direction of Richard Brittain will again present their fine selections and many new 
publications. The music department from Cashton, Wisconsin will present the special 
clinic session with Band, Orchestra and Chorus members taking part. Make plans now 
to come and enjoy this excellent Midwest Band Clinic and still be home in time for 
the holiday season. Come and renew old acquaintances, meet new directors and share 
in the three days of inspiration, education and good fun. 

VANDERCOOK ALUMNI ASSOCIATION DINNER 

The annual VanderCook Alumni Association Dinner will be held on Friday, 
Dec. 22nd at 5 :00 P.M. at the new and beautiful Student Union Building on the 
campus of Illinois Tech, 33rd and Federal, just a few blocks away from VanderCook 
College. Busses have been chartered and will transport all graduates, former students 
and friends from the Sherman Hotel to the Dinner. (Free) Busses will leave the Sher
man at 4:30 and 4:45. A fine meal and short business meeting have been planned. 

------.M't6l''-the dinner and-fellowship there will be a short tour of - the new VanderCook 
Bldg. and the other facilities available to the present VanderCook students. With the 
rapid expansion and many new buildings being constructed, VanderCook College has 
an ideal location for the music education of the many students that are and will 
attend VanderCook. The. progress and completion of the new Building is due largely 
to the support and contributions of the many alumni scattered throughout the U.S.A. 
Show your continued interest by attending the Alumni Dinner and Business Meeting. 
Clip out the blank on this page and send it in with your check or money order for the 
number of tickets you would like to have. Only $2.50 for a terrific dinner. Tickets can 
also be purchased at the VanderCook booth at the Hotel Sherman. You will be back at 
the Sherman in plenty of time to hear the evening concert. 

VANDERCOOK ALUMNI ASSOCIATION DINNER 

Please send ... . ...... . . tickets @$2.50 

to .... ....... .. .................................. ..... ........... ...... ... ..... . 

Address .. , .... ........................................ .. .. . . ................... , 

City, State ... . .. . . ..... ... ... ..... . . ... .... . ... . . . .... .. ............... .. ...... . 

Mail to: George Zafros, Executive Secretary 
18358 Oakwood Avenue 

Lansing, Illinois 

Tickets will be returned to you by mail immediately. All graduates, former students 
and friends are invited to attend. 
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VANGUARD "5 POT L I G H T 5" the VanderCook Faculty 

Each issue "VanGuard" will spotlight one of the faculty members of Vander
Cook College, so that you may know who they are, what they have done and what 
they are now doing. As editor, I felt it would be fitting to spotlight as our first faculty 
member, Mr. John Beckerman, the President of VanderCook College. Mr. Beckerman 
graduated from VanderCook College in 1931. His class mates included Clarence Gates, 
Clifford Lillya, H . E. Nutt, William Revelli and Otto Utke. Mr. Beckerman taught 
bands at Kelly and Calumet High Schools in Chicago and is at present Principal at 
the Ebinger and Frederick Stock Schools in Chicago. These schools have an enrollment 
of over one thousand students. Mr. Beckerman has played in Bardeleben's Orchestra, 
the Marine Kappelle Band, the Innes Band, the Businessmen's Symphony and the 
Northwest Symphony Orchestras. In addition to being President of VanderCook College, 
Mr. Beckerman also teaches History of Music, Double Reeds and Woodwinds Methods 
at the College. Mr. Beckermans' contributions and devotion to VanderCook College 
cannot be expressed with words. His love and loyalty for VanderCook is something 
that is felt by every student that attend his classes. His sharp sense of humor is en
joyed by all. Mr. Beckerman is the father of five children and grandfather of two, 
besides being foster father for children of St. Mary's Home for children. Mr. Becker
man, for your many years of loyal service to VanderCook College, we, the Alumni 
of VanderCQok salute you and say "Thank You" for what you have done for us and 
VanderCook College. May you continue to educate and bring inspiration to many more 
in the years to come. 




