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January 30, 2016 

 

Mr. Jeff Chamberlin 

Deputy Superintendent 

3717 Grandview Drive W. 

University Place, WA 98466 

 

Dear Deputy Superintendent Chamberlin, 

 

 Thank you for considering me as a highly qualified candidate for the Curtis High School Assistant 

Principal position as posted on the University Place School District human resources website (job #5287). I am 

connected to a number of educators in the district who all consider University Place a high-quality, student-

focused, results-oriented institution in which to work and serve. Curtis High School specifically has an 

impressive culture and track record of excellence in both academics and extracurricular activities.  

 

I am a data-driven instructional leader who strives for excellence and equity for all students. I am 

particularly interested in pushing systems and educators towards improving the instruction of students who have 

been marginalized and/or struggle in school. As an instructional coach for the last three years I have had the 

opportunity to simultaneously challenge and support teachers, instructional coaches, and administrators to 

become more effective educators for the improvement of student achievement. I use formative and summative 

data at large and small scales to help communicate a message about student learning in order to improve 

instruction. After a decade of research and pilot projects, I have helped my school make an important step in 

using standards-based gradebooks building-wide in order to have grades more accurately reflect what secondary 

students know and are able to do.   

 

As an administrative intern I have had regular practice with communication and facilitating courageous 

conversations with both adults and students in matters of reflection, goal setting, grading, and discipline. This 

year has also forced me to continually examine my values, beliefs, and commitments. I value an equitable 

education for all, lifelong learning via the wisdom of others and my own experiences, and design and creativity 

based on wisdom and research. I believe that all human life has value and worth, that I am called to this 

profession and have a responsibility to use my gifts to build up others and our community, and that all students 

and adults have capacity to grow. I am committed to pushing forward with “the work” of increasing student 

achievement, being my best self, and feeding my hunger to grow and learn from my successes and challenges. 

 

I did not fully understand my capacity for educational leadership until I had colleagues and mentors 

encourage and train me to use my gifts and work ethic for the sake of improving student achievement and our 

city at large. As an assistant principal I will do the same for others, equipping and exhorting adults and students 

to learn and grow beyond what they currently believe is possible.  

 

I appreciate your consideration and professional courtesy. Please contact me at your earliest convenience 

to further discuss how my qualifications and passions can serve the Curtis community as an assistant principal.  

 

 Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 T.J. Purdy 

 National Board Certified Teacher 
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