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Thank you for a successful first year! 

    The first year of MeadoWatch was an enormous success - all because of YOU! We 

are so glad you could join us in our inaugural year and we couldn’t be happier about 

your enthusiasm for wildflower phenology and collecting data!  

    The extensive data you helped us collect is enormously valuable for science and the 

management of the park’s natural resources. For example, the graphs below show what 

a big difference elevation and the date of snow melt out make to the phenology of 

Gray’s Lovage. Data like these can help us understand the link between climate and 

phenology, which is critical to predicting the biological impacts of climate change. At the 

same time, this information can help Park staff guide visitors to peak wildflower hikes. 

We are continuing to analyze the data for the many other insights they are bound to 

bring us – and of course, we look forward to adding more years of data! 

 
Thanks for your dedication to improving our understanding 
of the impacts of climate change. With your help we are 
studying wildflower phenology on Mt. Rainier. We look 

forward to seeing you on the trail next year! 

 

Calling all Artists! 
Do you like to draw or 

design logos? Next 
spring, look out for a 

logo design contest! We 
will be searching for a 
sharp logo to represent 

MeadoWatch in 
exchange for a 

wildflower themed prize. 
Check your email for the 

full contest details in 
April 2014.  

 

 
 

MeadoWatch by 
the Numbers 

48 volunteers 

78 survey days 

429 miles hiked  

468 trail hours 

17,472 data points 

 

 

Avalanche Lily budding 
through the snow 

Gray's Lovage fruiting and flowering 
(above) and releasing seed (below) 

 


