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Calendar 
June 4: 12 pm -10pm Newburgh Illuminated   
June 5: 8.45 am: Board of Trustees meet. 
June 6: 7 pm:  Online movie discussion group. Link 
below. 
June 18: 2-4pm Art Gallery Opening  
June 12: 12pm-4pm Beacon Strawberry Festival 
June 20: 7 pm: Online open book discussion. Link 

below. 

 

Sunday Services  
   Our Sunday services will be conducted in person 
and through Zoom at 10:30 a.m. They are led by 
members of Sunday Services Ministry or guest 
speakers. Check the weekly email alerts and the 
website – www.uucrt.org – for details. 
   We welcome all seekers regardless of age, creed, 
race, ability/disability, class, sexual orientation, and 
gender identity. 
Zoom entry to the service will be secure. 
Participants will be moved to a waiting room 
upon entry for their identities to be verified. This 
may take a few moments and then they will enter 
the service as usual.  
 
June 5: Rev. Bud Murphy, It's up to UUS, to save 
the World. A message from UU minister, Rev. Bud 

Murphy.  Rev. Bud will preach via Zoom from 
Ludington, Michigan. 
 
June 12: Jaye Moyer, Compassionate Listening. 
 Krista Tippett, an American journalist and author, 
said recently, “Generous listening involves a kind of 
vulnerability - a willingness to be surprised, to let 
go of assumptions and take in ambiguity”. 
This talk will explore the qualities of compassionate 
listening. 
  
June 19: Rev. Peter Fairbrother, The quality of 
forgiveness. Live wire Lutheran Minister and public 
theologian Nadia Bolz-Weber invites us 'to forgive 
assholes', but is this easier said than done? Why 
should we offer forgiveness, how should we do it, 
and for what benefit (if any)? Together we'll reflect 
on the quality of forgiveness and how it may affect 
our health, wealth, and sense of wellbeing. Rev 
Peter will join us from Scotland via Zoom. 

June 26: Mike Landrum, If you Google “What is the 
purpose of Art?”, you will find a long answer with 
many categories. Art is a language which delivers a 
different personal meaning to each receiver. Let’s 
discuss! 

 

 President’s Message 
   It is too soon to proclaim “We have weathered 
every storm” but our humble congregation has at 
least survived “the slings and arrows of outrageous 
fortune”. (It is best to not look up the rest of these 
literary quotes).  Despite the vast challenges of 

economic and health pressures, we are still here, 
and still able to gather together as family, and do 
some good in the world.   
    While our own financial situation is not assured, 
we’ve managed to help people, in a small but 

Going forward all services will be offered 
in the Sanctuary with an option to view 
on Zoom at home. 

http://www.uucrt.org/
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meaningful way, suffering food insecurity, voter 
disenfranchisement and invasion.  Our journey 
continues. 
-Patrick O’Neill, PhD 
 

 

 

Notes from the Congregational Meeting 
   On May 22, 29 members and Friends attended 
the Annual Meeting in the Sanctuary and on Zoom. 
The Stewardship and Finance Ministry offered a 
proposal to engage Fred Mayo to work on a 
Strategic Plan with the congregation. Motion 
passed with 5 abstentions. See S&F article 
following. 
   The 2022-2023 Budget was accepted. A new 
budget line was added for advertising as we strive 
to inform the community of our presence and 
principles. 
    The board’s slate of officers and trustees was 
elected: 
President, Patrick O’Neill 
Vice President, Bill Domanico 
Treasurer, Alan Horne 
Secretary, Sue Ann Peck 
Trustees Nan Dempster and Nancy Sears. 
Markly Wilson continues his term.  

  
Spotlight on our Speakers  
   Rev. Richard “Bud” Murphy was ordained to the 
Roman Catholic priesthood in 1967. He has a 
Master of Divinity degree from St. John’s Provincial 
Seminary. Rev. Murphy sought and was granted 
laicization from his vows in 1970. 
 He obtained a Master of Arts in Marriage and 
Family Counseling from the University of Detroit 
and completed courses for a Master of Arts in 
Management. He married and has two adult 
children and two grandchildren.  He worked as a 

counselor and business consultant in a variety of 
settings including private practice. 
   Rev. Bud became a member of the UU 
Congregation in Ormond Beach, Florida in 1993. He 
lost his wife, Helen to cancer in 2002.   
In 2003, he began the process of becoming a 
Unitarian Universalist minister. He accepted a 
position as contract minister in 2004. He is an 
Associate Member of the Unitarian Universalist 
Ministers Association. He married Melodie Conroy 
in 2010 and served the UU Church of Ormand 
Beach until his retirement in 2012.  
    He remains active as a member of the UU Church 
of St. Petersburg, Florida and serves as President of 
the Board of Unitarian Universalist Justice Florida, a 
state action network that lobbies the State of 
Florida Legislature for laws consistent with UU 
values and provides oversight for initiatives that 
promote environmental justice and fosters 
community resilience in areas impacted by extreme 
weather events. 
 
   Jaye Moyer has been a UUCRT member for 
several years. She is the mother of a lovely 
daughter, Molly, and lives with her husband John in 
Beacon, NY. 
   Jaye is a psychotherapist and has been practicing 
in NYC and the Hudson Valley for over 30 

years, (Yikes!). 
She also has a 
devoted 
meditation 
practice. She 
teaches 
meditation and 

Buddhist dharma on "The Daily Sit", offered by the 
Barre Center for Buddhist Studies.    
 
 

 

Summer Solstice June 21 
‘Be like the flower, turn your face to the 
sun.’ – Kahlil Gibran 
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  Rev. Peter Fairbrother is an ordained OneSpirit 
Interfaith minister 
based in Scotland. 
He serves with the 
intention to nurture 
awareness of self-
care for it is in 
loving and caring 
for our self that we 

develop capacity to live and care for others. 
 

   Mike Landrum is now 79 years old and retired 
from work as a television actor, corporate trainer 
and adjunct professor. 
Mike and his former 
wife, Peggy, joined the 
UU in 1993 when they 
were expecting their 
child, Elizabeth. He 
and Peggy are happily 
divorced. Elizabeth has 
recently married and is 
living in Troy. Chief source of his current happiness 
is his dear love for Etty Decker who lives with him 
and brightens his days. 

Volunteers Needed for 
Newburgh Illuminated Booth 
   Membership Enhancement Group has 

signed up to give the UUCRT visibility and hopefully 
attract new members and friends at 2 community 
events in June. 

Newburgh 
Illuminated will 
take place 
Saturday, June 
4 from noon to 
10 p.m. in the 
city of 

Newburgh at Broadway and Liberty. Volunteers are 
needed to staff our booth for an hour or so to talk 
with people who come to check us out. Friendly 
smiles are all that are needed. Contact 
sueann.peck@gmail.com to help.  

We’ll Be at the Beacon Strawberry 
Fest; Will You Help Out? 
The Beacon Strawberry Festival will be Sunday, 

June 12 from noon 
to 5 p.m. at 2 Red 
Flynn Dr., Pete and 
Toshi Seeger 
Riverfront Park in 
Beacon.  
   Again, volunteers 
are needed to be at 

that venue to greet people who are curious about 
who Unitarian Universalists are. We believe there 
are many UUs out there who would join us if they 
only knew about us. Contact 
sueann.peck@gmail.com to volunteer to help. 

Stewardship & Finance 
   The Congregation has met and the budget for 
2022-23 has been approved.   Many thanks to our 
members (nearly 100%!) and friends who 
responded so generously to the Pledge Drive!   You 
each make a difference, and the pledge form 
remains available on our website (www.uucrt.org).  
All donations are cheerfully accepted! 
   The Congregation also voted to take a bold step 
forward to pursue and create a plan for our 
foreseeable future!  This effort will involve us all as 
we meet, discuss and decide where we want to go 
and how to get there!  We are fortunate to have 
engaged Dr. Fred Mayo of New Paltz to work with 
us!  His expertise in this area will be invaluable! 
   We are the "little Congregation that Could"--the 
"Beacon on the Hill"--and on Sunday we voted to 
move forward together!    Please read over, and 
contemplate our Mission Statement (below) as this 
will be the starting point of our efforts. 
 
We, the members of the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation at Rock Tavern, join together: 

• To celebrate our place within the sacred 
web of existence, through the arts, our 
actions, and the spoken word, 

http://www.uucrt.org/
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• To encourage spiritual growth through 
all stages of life, 

• To foster healing for the earth and all 
living creatures through works of 
compassionate justice, 

We unite our hearts and hands in hope and 
love to create the beloved community. 
   Looking forward to the next 150 years! For 
Stewardship and Finance, 
Linda Mangelsdorf, chair 
 

 
Kris McGrath, our 

multitalented Administrative 
Assistant has generously agreed 
to remain with us. Yay Kris! 

 

Sunday Services Ministry 
   ZOOM Hosts urgently needed. New learning 
opportunity! Ongoing training provided by our 
facilitators.  
   Become a part of the team that keeps the virtual 
Sunday services going, using the UUCRT Zoom 
account. Amazing rewards, include karma points 
and virtual happiness and contentment for keeping 
us all connected. Email info.uucrt.org 
 

Arts Ministry 
  On Saturday, June 18, we will have an opening for 
the current art exhibit from two o'clock until four 
in the afternoon. The exhibit includes five original 
floral paintings by Sarah Fortner Pierson, head of 
the Wallkill River School; Paintings, photos and 
sculptures from the private collection of Mike 
Landrum, some of them created by Mr. Landrum.   
There will be music by Hollis Kellogg and light 
refreshments provided in the fellowship hall. 
Please come! 

-Mike Landrum 

 
 

Care Team Ministry 
   The mission of the Care Team Ministry is to 

provide support and 

encouragement to members and 

friends of the congregation by 

tending to their emotional, 

spiritual and material needs and 

to cultivate a feeling of 

community at the UUCRT.   

   The best way to request a phone call or visit from 

the Care Team is through our email address 

CareTeam.uucrt@gmail.com. We will continue to 

be accessible to congregants virtually and in-

person at most Sunday services. 

aa.uucrt@gmail.com or Patrick O’Neill 

info.uucrt@gmail.com 

 

We Love Movies! 
For the June 6 movie discussion, we chose Red 

Joan, which is available on 
Netflix.  
   Starring Judy Dench, this 
is based on the true story 
of an unassuming elderly 
woman who is arrested in 
England for treason. We 
learn of her secret past as 
the longest serving KGB 
spy. We would 
welcome your participation 
and opinions. 

 CLICK HERE TO JOIN   

We Love Books!   
Black Cloud Rising by David Wright Falade was 
selected for the June 20 discussion. 
 This historical novel tells the story of the Black 
Brigade which was formed in North Carolina of 
freed and runaway slaves who bond in their quest 
to fight their former owners for their freedom. 
 Once There Were Wolves by Charlotte McConaghy 
was selected for the July 18 discussion. Set in the 
Scottish Highlands, the story attempts to balance 

mailto:info@uucrt.org
mailto:aa.uucrt@gmail.com
mailto:info.uucrt@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMVN1T0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09
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trust and fear, humanity and nature, as twin sisters 
work to reintroduce a pack of wolves - think 
Yellowstone rewilding - to natural surroundings 
where they have been absent for 300 years. 
     The UUCRT Book Club meets at 7 pm. on the 
third Monday of every month via Zoom.  Each 
month we select the book that we will read the 
month after next, wanting to give folks plenty of 
time to access and read the selection we will 
discuss. 
   If you are interested in books, but haven’t 
finished, or even started, reading the selected 
books, join us anyway.  CLICK HERE TO JOIN 

Help Us Walk Jim Crow Back 
Into Oblivion on June 2 
  (Editor’s Note: This is a reprint of Congregant John 
Kinney’s opinion column about a June 2 Port Jervis 
walk for racial equity and reconciliation that was 
carried in the Times Herald-Record and picked up 
for national distribution by MSN and Yahoo News.) 
 
By John Kinney    
   The operative word is Black.  
    One hundred and thirty years ago, an African 
American man, Robert Lewis, was accused of 
raping a White woman. Before he even could be 
jailed, arraigned or tried, a mob ripped him from 
police custody, dragged him up a hill and lynched 
him near what is now a church.  
   Would this have happened had a White man 
been accused of raping a Black woman or, for that 
matter, a White woman? The only “crime” Robert 
Lewis was guilty of was being Black. 
   That was Port Jervis, NY, and America in 1892. 
How are we doing today? Better, by some 
measures. From the presidency and vice presidency 
to the Supreme Court, congress and local offices, 
people of color were and are in leadership roles. 
We are making significant steps in our efforts to 
reflect the diversity of this great nation in many 
areas. 

   However, we are also backsliding across the 
country – suppressing voting rights (aimed at 
minority voters); purging our educational systems 
of discussions about racial equity and diversity; 
examples of current United States racism in its 
overt and covert forms could fill these pages. 
   Yes, Jim Crow, in new and equally bigoted 
versions, is alive and well in 21st Century America. 
   Help us to incrementally walk it back to oblivion.  
   Walk with us, step by small step, in a self-
examination of our history and individual and 
cultural racism while we trace the lynch mob’s 
brutal attack and murder of Robert Lewis. 
     We’ll make this journey on Thursday, June 2 at 
4:30 p.m. from the steps of Port Jervis’ City Hall, 
not far from where the mob forcibly took Robert 
Lewis from police custody. 
    Ordinary folks, students, musicians, scholars, 
advocates, a noted author, hopefully some skeptics 
with open minds, a congressman and the mayors of 
Port Jervis, Middletown and Newburgh will be with 
you as we walk back in time -- and forward in our 
racial equity efforts -- for just three city blocks. 
   We’ll walk by Peck’s Corner where the mob 
decided to lynch Mr. Lewis and Police Officer 
William Bonar tried, unsuccessfully, to dissuade 
them. We’ll turn the corner onto East Main St. and 
pass the house where Judge William Crane, brother 
of famed author, and one-time Port Jervis resident, 
Stephen Crane, was roused from his bath and tried 
to intercede on Mr. Lewis’ behalf.  

       We’ll 
then cross 
the century 
old main 
street of this 
small and 
historic river, 

canal and railroad city and view the site where Mr. 
Lewis was brutally murdered. There, an official 
New York State historical marker in remembrance 
of Mr. Lewis will be dedicated on the lynching site. 
    This isn’t just a physical and historic journey. It is 
a present-day opportunity for self and cultural 

https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMVN1T0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09
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examination, for confronting and examining our 
unfortunate history so that it is not continually 
repeated, or revised by those who, for political 
advantage or through convenient indifference, will 
it to be otherwise. 
    This is not only about Port Jervis history. It is the 
often ignored and buried history of the United 
States. What happened in Port Jervis, happened 
everywhere. 
    Come with us.  Be a witness. Be a part of the 
solution.  
 
(John Kinney is a retired reporter, editor and 
publisher. A Port Jervis, NY native, he resides in the 
Town of Wallkill. He is a member of the Friends of 
Robert Lewis, the sponsor of this remembrance 
walk.) 

Staying Connected 
   Staying connected is important. Here’s a link to 
the UUCRT web page providing helpful 
information http://uucrt.org/how-to-stay-
connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time/ 
   Fridays 5pm Happy Hour We’ll meet for our 
weekly Friday happy hour and join together to 
celebrate our fellowship and friendship. Make 
yourself a cocktail, a cup of hot chocolate or pour a 
glass of your favorite. Pop in weekly and say hello!! 
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1
YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09 
1 929 205 6099 Meeting ID: 991 8650 
8662 Passcode: visit 
 

Please Check Doors Before Leaving 
   This is a friendly reminder to all congregants and 
friends who may be in our 9 Vance Road building 
alone or in groups. If you are the last one out, 
please, before leaving, check all exit doors, even 
ones you have not used, by physically pushing 
them out to ensure that the latch is engaged. 
Often, the doors appear to be closed but the latch 
has not been engaged. 

 

Accessing Zoom and Order of Service 
   Virtual Sunday services are exclusively through Zoom. 
You can access the online and call-in link through Zoom 
by: 

• Opening the UUCRT email alert now being sent 

out on Fridays and clicking on the Zoom link 

there or dialing the listed phone number and 

entering listed access code.  

• You will then be ushered into a “waiting room” 

to be verified before entering the service. 

• Going to www.UUCRT.org and clicking on the 

Zoom link on the right hand side of the page. 

    We use Constant 
Contact, a commercial 
email provider, to 
distribute our emails 

because of its robust database and tracking functions. 
However, some email servers, Outlook and Hotmail, for 
instance, may funnel our emails to your junk or spam 
folder. You won’t know that this is happening unless 
you open those folders and look for the UUCRT email 
alert. When you find it, open it and mark it “not junk” or 
“safe”. It should now appear in your inbox on a regular 
basis. 
    Other email providers often have a similar approach.  
If you have a gmail address, for instance, our email alert 
may appear in your “Promotions” folder. You have the 
option of making that email appear in your regular 
inbox by hovering your cursor over the email contact 
name until a pop up appears where you can click on 
“add to contacts”. 
    If you are still having difficulties accessing the email 
alerts, you can Google the issue noting the name of 
your email provider to get assistance or contact 
johnpkinney@hotmail.com for further help. 
 

New  uucrt.org website features 
   We’ve added a new feature to the uucrt.org 
website – A “Community Postings” area in the 
lower right-hand corner of the home page. If you 
know of a local cause or event that aligns with our 
values and principles and wish to share that 
connection with others, please email the link and 
background to our administrative assistant, Kris 
McGrath, aa.uucrt@gmail.com, and 

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuucrt.org%2Fhow-to-stay-connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C53005f9a991f4a7278e208d7d34c7bc9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637210197747539689&sdata=a7r0%2FnLb7zLY7JDvRc4cc%2By9xGKCdNWIicXl%2B5%2BWB0s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuucrt.org%2Fhow-to-stay-connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C53005f9a991f4a7278e208d7d34c7bc9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637210197747539689&sdata=a7r0%2FnLb7zLY7JDvRc4cc%2By9xGKCdNWIicXl%2B5%2BWB0s%3D&reserved=0
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09
http://www.uucrt.org/
mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com
mailto:aa.uucrt@gmail.com
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communications chair John Kinney at 
johnpkinney@hotmail.com. 
    Kris has also added a “Thoughts from the Board” 
feature in the lower left-hand corner that includes 
board notes and the monthly president’s message. 

 
Take a Video Tour of the UUCRT 
   If you are looking for an introduction to (or reminder 
of) who, what and why we are the UUCRT, please click 
on for a video tour from our former minister, the Rev. 
Chris J. Antal: 
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-
tour-uucrt-rev-chris/ 
   You’ll spend the next 25 minutes in an informative and 
refreshing message.   Check it out!  You’ll be glad you 
did. 

Past Services now on YouTube 
      Did you miss a program or wish to reflect again on 

one you attended? Go to our 
YouTube channel to view past 
services. You can find it by 
clicking on the YouTube icon 
on the top right of our Home 

page or by clicking here 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcN
SwTVYK3cA 
Major thanks to our social media wizard Kris McGrath! 

   The Chalice Light is the official newsletter of 

the Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock 
Tavern. Mailing address: P.O. Box 502, 
Washingtonville, NY, 10992-0502. Phone 845-496-
9696. 
   Editors:  Nan Dempster, John P. Kinney 
Print distribution and Webmaster: Kris McGrath, 
aa.uucrt@gmail.com 
Website: www.uucrt.org 
Please send news labeled “For Chalice Light” to 
johnpkinney@hotmail.com 
 and nandempster@hotmail.com by the 15th of the 
month.

mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-tour-uucrt-rev-chris/
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-tour-uucrt-rev-chris/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcNSwTVYK3cA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcNSwTVYK3cA
http://www.uucrt.org/
mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com
mailto:nandempster@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 


