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Calendar 
May 1: 8.45 am: Board of Trustees meet. 
May 2: 7 pm:  Online movie discussion group. Link 
below. 
May 16: 7 pm: Online open book discussion. Link 

below. 

May 22: 10.45 Congregational Meeting after 
service 
Save the date: 
June 4: 12 pm -10pm Newburgh Illuminated   
 

Sunday Services  
   All Sunday services will be conducted in person 
and through Zoom and phone at 10:30 a.m. They 
are led by members of Sunday Services Ministry or 
guest speakers. Check the weekly email alerts and 
the website – www.uucrt.org – for details. 
   We welcome all seekers regardless of age, creed, 
race, ability/disability, class, sexual orientation, and 
gender identity. 
Due to recent hacking of our Sunday service, a 
new Zoom link is on the website. Entry to the 
service will be more secure. Participants will be 
moved to a waiting room on entry for their 
identities to be verified. This may take a few 
moments and then they will enter the service as 
usual.  
 

May 1: Rabbi Douglas Kohn, We recently shared 
our Easter stories. Rabbi Kohn will discuss 
Passover; bringing awareness and understanding of 
Judaism, one of the faith traditions  
upon which Unitarian Universalism draws. Multi-
platform. 
 
May 8: Hollis Kellogg, Mother’s Day will be 
celebrated by sharing our memories, an object, 
poem, or picture that reminds of Motherhood or 
Nurturing. Please come and share so we can get to 
know each better and nurture the bonds between 
us.  Multi-platform. 
 
May15: Matt Arbolina, Habitat for Humanity of 
Greater Newburgh will talk on the impact and 
possibilities Habitat is bringing to Newburgh. Mult-
iplatform. 
 

May 22: Short service followed by the Spring 
Congregational Meeting. 
Join us as we abide by 
and celebrate our 7 
principles, particularly 
the fifth -- The right of 
conscience and the use 

of the democratic process within our congregations 
and in society at large. Your presence is 
encouraged and your voice is important. Multi-
platform. 

 
May 29: Patrick O’Neill, Ancient Wisdom. Patrick 
will review concepts articulated ages ago that are 
still relevant today. Multi-platform. 
  
President’s Message 
Message about Words 
   On the day I write this, April 24, 2022, it is the 
anniversary of the founding of the Library of 
Congress in 1800.   A dozen years later, the British 
came and burned the collection (and a lot of other 
stuff in Washington DC) and they had to start all 
over, buying ex-president Jefferson’s personal 
library (it was a time when presidents read books). 

http://www.uucrt.org/


May, 2022 UUCRT Newsletter 

2 

 

   Throughout history, burning libraries has been a 
popular activity of invaders.  Qin Shi Huang when 
founding his dynasty burned the Xianyang Palace 
library in 206 BCE.  Christians burned the Great 
Library of Alexandria in 391.  Conservative imams 
burned the Library of al-Hakam II in Cordoba Spain 
in 976.  Book burning for religious and political 
reasons such as Friar Savonarola’a bonfire of the 
vanities in 1497, and the German 3rd Reich in the 
1930’s.  Libraries have been destroyed this year by 
the invaders of Ukraine. 
   Back in the U.S. book burnings are rare (but 
exist), however banning of books from schools and 
public libraries has increased.  For decades political 
groups have successfully banned books by both 
well-respected authors such as Mark Twain to 
math books in Florida.   
   To search freely and responsibly for truth & 
meaning is one of UU’s principles.  Democracy 
cannot exist without writing being tested in the 
“marketplace of ideas” and thus we all play a role 
in opposing the suppression of books. 
-Patrick O’Neill, PhD 
 

Notes from the Board 
• Membership Enhancement Group: 

Approximately 8 people attend the 
meetings. Working on pamphlets/flyers to 
get our message out. 

• Covid Food. Bill is researching ways to add 
fresh produce to groceries that families 
receive. 

• Hudson Valley Folk Guild to resume in-
person concerts.  Update-concerts on hold 
until September. 

• Delegate to General Assembly still being 
sought. Update- Bill Domanico has agreed 
to attend virtually.  

 
Spotlight on our Speakers  
 
Rabbi Douglas Kohn became the Rabbi of 
Newburgh’s Temple Beth Jacob in 2019, after five 

years of service to synagogues in 
CA, AL, MA and Rockland County, 
NY as a rabbinic transition 
specialist. 
Rabbi Kohn graduated from 

Antioch College in Yellow Springs, 

OH, in 1981, and received his Master’s Degree in 

Hebrew Letters from the Hebrew Union College 

(Los Angeles) in 1985. Rabbi Kohn was ordained at 

the Hebrew Union College (Cincinnati) in 1987, 

from which he also received an honorary doctorate 

in 2012. 

   Concerned with social justice, community 

relations and Israel, Rabbi Kohn served for eight 

years on the Reform Movement’s National 

Commission on Social Action, and was a member of 

the National Board of ARZA – the Association of 

Reform Zionists of America.  

   After his diagnosis and treatment for cancer in 

2004, Rabbi Kohn focused on writing and teaching 

about Judaism and health. He has traveled and 

spoken broadly on the theme of his book, “Life, 

Faith and Cancer: Jewish journey through 

Diagnosis, Treatment and Recovery.”  

   He is a contributing author of the textbook, 

World Religions for Healthcare 

Professionals.  His most recent volume, titled, 

Broken Fragments: Jewish Experiences of 

Alzheimer’s Disease Through Diagnosis, 

Adaptation and Moving On, was published by 

URJ Press (2012), and was nominated for the 

National Jewish Book Award. 

 

   Hollis Kellogg is a retired occupational therapist. 

He joined UUCRT in 1997, and 

was immediately asked if he 

could share his musical 

abilities at the piano, which 

he was glad to do.  He has 

also served as president and 
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member of the board, has made a number of 

Sunday presentations over the years. He has found 

many close friends there, and considers UUCRT a 

home away from home.  

Matthew Arbolina is the 

Executive Director of Habitat 

for Humanity.  He is a 

Newburgh native, graduating 

from Newburgh Free 

Academy. Matthew is a 

sustainability professional 

with many years of experience in education and 

program development, primarily between Ha Noi 

and New York. His ideas and methods are centered 

around Systems Thinking and using the natural 

world to draw comparisons to dynamic systems. 

Matthew has worked with a variety of educational 

institutions, including charities, universities, and 

international schools & organizations.  

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Newburgh 
TOGETHER we build 
https://habitatnewburgh.org 

Patrick O’Neill has 
served as the UUCRT 
Board President for the 
past year and has given 
several interesting 
presentations to the 
congregation.  
   Dr. O’Neill served in 
the Air Force in Vietnam 
and was a Manager and 
Vice President at several 

Silicon Valley Corporations.  He met his lovely wife, 
Rose of 38 years when they got their MBAs.   

Newburgh Illuminated, Here We Come! 
Your Help is Needed  on June 4 
   Your Membership Enhancement Group has been 
hard at work, brainstorming and researching ideas 
to grow our congregation. As we hope to educate 
the public about who we Unitarian Universalists 

are, and what we can offer, we decided to show 
our stuff at Newburgh Illuminated on June 4. 
Newburgh Illuminated, in its 10th year, is a day of 
music, arts, food and more in downtown 
Newburgh, a family-friendly, free event. 
http://www.newburghilluminatedfestival.com/ 
    Your help is needed to pull this off successfully. 

Listed below 
are several 
opportunities 
to participate. 
Newburgh 
Illuminated 
opens at noon 
and ends at 

10:00pm., so 5x2-hour shifts.  
Can you: 

• help set up our venue at 10:00 am. on June 
4? 

• volunteer with a friend for a 2hour shift at 
our venue? 

• donate or lend a 10x10 popup canopy, 
which can be used for future events as 
well? 

• help take down our display at 10 pm. 
   Volunteers need only show up and be friendly to 

anyone who stops by our 
venue. There will be 
labyrinth puzzles to hand out 
and pamphlets telling who 
we are and where we can be 
found. You can contact me 
or Kris, our administrator, to 

volunteer. My contact information is in our 
directory. Please let Sue Ann Peck know by May 12 
that you can volunteer to help. 
    Or sign up on line using this:  
1) Click this link to see our SignUp on SignUp.com: 
https://signup.com/go/kUykxKf 
2) Review the options listed and choose the spot(s) 
you like. 
3) Sign up! It's Easy - you will NOT need to register 
an account or keep a password on SignUp.com. 
   Note: SignUp.com does not share your email 

https://habitatnewburgh.org/
http://www.newburghilluminatedfestival.com/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsignup.com%2Fgo%2FkUykxKf&data=05%7C01%7C%7C3c19be60bb7b467dfaf508da27b5a800%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637865958429670261%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=b8Hw1XINtwHf8lAuADOL0p62z31Q1DA1QpHZwjeCAho%3D&reserved=0
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address with anyone. If you prefer not to use your 
email address, please contact me and I can sign you 
up manually. 
--Sue Ann Peck, board member 
 
Stewardship & Finance 

  Thanks for Pledging Support 

  to Your Congregation 

  Many thanks to those members and friends who 

have submitted their financial pledge information 
for the 2022-23 fiscal year of the UUCRT. 
  As a reminder, we can all share our commitment 
to gifts of Time and Talent at the Annual 
Congregational Meeting on May 22. At that time, 
our Treasurer, Alan Horne will present next year's 
proposed budget for our votes. Your financial 
commitment (gift of Treasure) submitted to Alan 
before April 30 is essential for the accurate 
creation of that budget. 
  In your life, have you noticed how your 
participation deepens relationships and helps 
provide a sense of personal satisfaction? In our 
congregation, it is clear that our presence here for 
over 150 years has been the result of the 
generosity of our members and friends! As we take 
our baby steps out of Pandemic mode, let's look to 
ways to broaden our reach, and share the good 
news of Unitarian Universalism with a world 
desperate for caring, for community, and for 
connection. 
  Your pledge may be mailed to UUCRT, PO Box 
502, Washingtonville, NY, 10992, Attention: 
Treasurer; or communicated via the Donate button 
on our website: http://uucrt.org/donate-to-the-
uucrt/. We look forward to hearing from you! 
  
With gratitude, 
 Stewardship and Finance Ministry; 
Alan Horne, Treasurer, Jackie Jordan,  
Linda Mangelsdorf and SueAnn Peck 
 
 

Care Team Ministry 

   The mission of the Care Team Ministry is to 

provide support and 

encouragement to members and 

friends of the congregation by 

tending to their emotional, 

spiritual and material needs and 

to cultivate a feeling of 

community at the UUCRT.   

   The best way to request a phone call or visit from 

the Care Team is through our email address 

CareTeam.uucrt@gmail.com. We will continue to 

be accessible to congregants virtually and in-

person at most Sunday services. 

UUCRT Administrative Assistant 

Position Candidates Sought 
Seeking an Administrative Assistant to work 

remotely, 6 hours per week. Successful candidates 

must have social media and website design skills, 

knowledge of commercial email providers a plus. 

Candidate 

would 

coordinate 

weekly publicity 

and materials 

for Sunday 

services, update directory of members, and other 

general tasks associated with congregational 

administration.  

For more information contact Kris McGrath 

aa.uucrt@gmail.com or Patrick O’Neill 

info.uucrt@gmail.com 

Farewell and Many Thanks to Kris 
(A note from the editors) 
   We take this opportunity to thank current UUCRT 
administrative assistant Kris McGrath, our first ever 
AA, for her diligence, expertise, hard work and 
ability to effectively and professionally deal with 
the volunteer members of our congregation.  

mailto:aa.uucrt@gmail.com
mailto:info.uucrt@gmail.com
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     Kris is very busy with multiple careers in her 
professional life but she always had her hand up to 
do more.  
   She was a behind-the-scenes organizer and force 
in her four years with us, as well as a very pleasant 
person to work with, and we wish her well in her 
future endeavors. 
     

We Love Movies! 
   For the May 2 discussion, the Movie Group 
selected Come Sunday which is available on 
Netflix.  It is the true story of Carlton Pearson, a 
fundamentalist 
preacher in a 
1990s Tulsa, OK 
church with 
6,000 members 
who has an 
epiphany while watching a report on the genocide 
in Rwanda that there is no hell.  Declared a heretic 
by his peers, he eventually preached regularly at All 
Souls Unitarian Church in Tulsa.  
   We meet on the 1st Monday of the month at 7 
pm. via the Zoom link under How to Stay 
Connected on the uucrt.org website. We would 
welcome your participation and opinions. 

We Love Books!   
   Killers of the Flower Moon: the Osage Murders 
and Birth of the FBI by David Grann was chosen for 
the May 16 discussion.  The Osage Nation of 
Oklahoma is oil rich in the 1920s, but one by one 
they begin to be killed off. This nonfiction title 
exposes one of the most chilling conspiracies in 
American history. 
   Black Cloud Rising by David Wright Falade was 
selected for the June 20 discussion. This historical 
novel tells the story of the Black Brigade which was 
formed in North Carolina of freed and runaway 
slaves who bond in their quest to fight their former 
owners for their freedom. 
   The UUCRT Book Club meets at 7 pm. on the third 
Monday of every month via Zoom.  Each month we 
select the book that we will read the month after 

next, wanting to give folks plenty of time to access 
and read the selection we will discuss. 
If you are interested in books, but haven’t finished, 
or even started, reading the selected books, join us 
anyway. The Zoom link is on the uucrt.org 
website.  All are welcome. 

Staying Connected 
   Staying connected is important. Here’s a link to 
the UUCRT web page providing helpful 
information http://uucrt.org/how-to-stay-
connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time/ 
   Fridays 5pm Happy Hour We’ll meet for our 
weekly Friday happy hour and join together to 
celebrate our fellowship and friendship. Make 
yourself a cocktail, a cup of hot chocolate or pour a 
glass of your favorite. Pop in weekly and say hello!! 
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1
YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09 
1 929 205 6099 Meeting ID: 991 8650 
8662 Passcode: visit 

Please Check Doors Before Leaving 
   This is a friendly reminder to all congregants and 
friends who may be in our 9 Vance Road building 
alone or in groups. If you are the last one out, 
please, before leaving, check all exit doors, even 
ones you have not used, by physically pushing 
them out to ensure that the latch is engaged. 
Often, the doors appear to be closed but the latch 
has not been engaged. 

Accessing Zoom and Order of Service 
   Virtual Sunday services are exclusively through Zoom. 
You can access the online and call-in link through Zoom 
by: 

• Opening the UUCRT email alert now being sent 

out on Fridays and clicking on the Zoom link 

there or dialing the listed phone number and 

entering listed access code.  

• You will then be ushered into a “waiting room” 

to be verified before entering the service. 

• Going to www.UUCRT.org and clicking on the 

Zoom link on the right hand side of the page. 

http://uucrt.org/
http://uucrt.org/
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuucrt.org%2Fhow-to-stay-connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C53005f9a991f4a7278e208d7d34c7bc9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637210197747539689&sdata=a7r0%2FnLb7zLY7JDvRc4cc%2By9xGKCdNWIicXl%2B5%2BWB0s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuucrt.org%2Fhow-to-stay-connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C53005f9a991f4a7278e208d7d34c7bc9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637210197747539689&sdata=a7r0%2FnLb7zLY7JDvRc4cc%2By9xGKCdNWIicXl%2B5%2BWB0s%3D&reserved=0
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09
http://www.uucrt.org/
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    We use Constant 
Contact, a commercial 
email provider, to 
distribute our emails 

because of its robust database and tracking functions. 
However, some email servers, Outlook and Hotmail, for 
instance, may funnel our emails to your junk or spam 
folder. You won’t know that this is happening unless 
you open those folders and look for the UUCRT email 
alert. When you find it, open it and mark it “not junk” or 
“safe”. It should now appear in your inbox on a regular 
basis. 
    Other email providers often have a similar approach.  
If you have a gmail address, for instance, our email alert 
may appear in your “Promotions” folder. You have the 
option of making that email appear in your regular 
inbox by hovering your cursor over the email contact 
name until a pop up appears where you can click on 
“add to contacts”. 
    If you are still having difficulties accessing the email 
alerts, you can Google the issue noting the name of 
your email provider to get assistance or contact 
johnpkinney@hotmail.com for further help. 
 

New  uucrt.org website features 
   We’ve added a new feature to the uucrt.org 
website – A “Community Postings” area in the 
lower right-hand corner of the home page. If you 
know of a local cause or event that aligns with our 
values and principles and wish to share that 
connection with others, please email the link and 
background to our administrative assistant, Kris 
McGrath, aa.uucrt@gmail.com, and 
communications chair John Kinney at 
johnpkinney@hotmail.com. 
    Kris has also added a “Thoughts from the Board” 
feature in the lower left-hand corner that includes 
board notes and the monthly president’s message. 

Take a Video Tour of the UUCRT 
   If you are looking for an introduction to (or reminder 
of) who, what and why we are the UUCRT, please click 
on for a video tour from our former minister, the Rev. 
Chris J. Antal: 
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-
tour-uucrt-rev-chris/ 

   You’ll spend the next 25 minutes in an informative and 
refreshing message.   Check it out!  You’ll be glad you 
did. 

 
 
Past Services now on YouTube 
      Did you miss a program or wish to reflect again on 

one you attended? Go to our 
YouTube channel to view past 
services. You can find it by 
clicking on the YouTube icon 
on the top right of our Home 

page or by clicking here 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcN
SwTVYK3cA 
Major thanks to our social media wizard Kris McGrath! 

Learn to be a  ZOOM Host!  
   Exciting opportunity available. Learn to be a Zoom 
host. Become a part of the team that keeps the UUCRT 
virtual Sunday services going, using the UUCRT Zoom 
account. Amazing rewards, include karma points and 
virtual happiness and contentment for keeping us all 
connected. Many opportunities for advancement! Email 
info.uucrt.org 

   The Chalice Light is the official newsletter of 

the Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock 
Tavern. Mailing address: P.O. Box 502, 
Washingtonville, NY, 10992-0502. Phone 845-496-
9696. 
   Editors:  Nan Dempster, John P. Kinney 
Print distribution and Webmaster: Kris McGrath, 
aa.uucrt@gmail.com 
Website: www.uucrt.org 
Please send news labeled “For Chalice Light” to 
johnpkinney@hotmail.com 
 and nandempster@hotmail.com by the 15th of the 
month.

mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com
mailto:aa.uucrt@gmail.com
mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-tour-uucrt-rev-chris/
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-tour-uucrt-rev-chris/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcNSwTVYK3cA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcNSwTVYK3cA
mailto:info@uucrt.org
http://www.uucrt.org/
mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com
mailto:nandempster@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 


