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Calendar 
Jan 2: 8:30 am: Board of Trustees meets 
Jan 3: 7 pm:  Online movie discussion group. Link 
below 
Jan. 8: Noon to 3 pm: Art Show open house. Story 
inside 
Jan 9: 10.45 am Special Congregational Meeting 
after brief service 
Jan 17: 7 pm: Online open book discussion. Link 

below. 

Sunday Services  
   Our Sunday services will be conducted in person 
and/or through telephone and Internet at 10:30 
a.m. They are led by members of Sunday Services 
Ministry or guest speakers. Check the weekly email 
alerts and the website – www.uucrt.org – for 
details. 
   We welcome all seekers regardless of age, creed, 
race, ability/disability, class, sexual orientation, and 
gender identity. 
Due to recent hacking of our Sunday service, a 
new Zoom link is on the website. Entry to the 
service will be more secure. Participants will be 
moved to a waiting room on entry for their 
identities to be verified. This may take a few 
moments and then they will enter the service as 
usual.  

 
Jan 2: Jon Mundy, Ph.D, “ I am responsible for 
what I see.” Zoom 
 
Jan 9: Brief service followed by Special 
Congregational Meeting. Zoom  
 
Jan 16: Eleanor Aronstein, Can We Imagine our 
Best Death? Zoom 
  
Jan 23: Rev. Peter Fairbrother, Something in your 
eyes. Reflections on living, loving, and being. Take 
your time… Zoom 
 

Jan 30: Rose O’Neill, Mother Earth, Climate 
Change and our Principle of Respect for the 
interdependent web of all existence of which we 
are a part. Multi-Platform 

 

President’s Message 
   During this holiday season, we look forward to 
gathering with family and with friends, and also are 
accustomed to celebrating the New Year.  This 
year, as last, our joys are muted with 
uncertainty.  Our country seems divided into 
hostile camps; we are beset with a plague; we face 
economic scarcity; and we are again confronted 
with gross examples of racial injustice. Individually, 
we can’t fix this, our congregation can’t fix this; no 
group or party can fix this. 
   When I was young, we heard many 
maxims.  “Don’t trust anyone over 30” seemed to 
die out when we turned 30.  “Speak truth to 
power” still has some relevance.  “If you’re not part 
of the solution, you’re part of the problem,” while 
not exhibiting a lot of understanding for those 
weakened by oppression, bears some validity.  We 

The Special Congregational Meeting on 
Jan 9 is an opportunity to review and 
discuss the findings in the recent 
Member Survey and the future direction 
of the congregation. 

http://www.uucrt.org/
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can, individually and in our congregation, be part of 
the solution. 
    Our fourth principle is a free and responsible 
search for truth and meaning. These are words that 
can free us and those we touch.  A responsible 
search involves setting aside our inherited biases 
and consciously considering evidence.   I have seen 
some people overcome childhood prejudices once 
they are exposed to people who do not conform to 
their demeaning stereotypes, and are able to 
navigate their cognitive dissidence.  
  There are those who deny facts that don’t fit into 
their desires.  When presented with information 
that stands in the way of what they wish was true, 
they give weight to facts that support their opinion 
and disregard the rest.  Election results, climate 
change, pandemic measures, food safety, and 
evolution, all have people who deny the informed 
consensus.  
   There are people who will support their position 
by citing facts (sometimes valid facts), but select 
their facts on the basis of which ones support what 
they want to be true, and exclude those 
inconvenient facts that do not.  
   To be the agents of change in improving our 
world, and our relationship to others, we must 
undertake the responsible search for truth, and be 
guided by this wisdom.  
--John Patrick O’Neill, Ph.D. 

Notes from the Board 
• Filtration system: Patrick explained that the 

newly installed filtration system still 

requires an air exchange (windows open). 

Another option would be to change the 

heating system to bring more air in. 

Possible cost around $1,000. No decision at 

this time. 

• Motion made by Tom and seconded by Sue 

Ann to purchase and install a new system of 

LED parking lot lights.  

 
 

Spotlight on our Speakers  
  Jon Mundy is an author, lecturer, the publisher of 
Miracles magazine and Director of Miracles Studies 
program for All Faiths Seminary in NYC. 
The author of 10 books, his newest book is A 
Course in Mysticism and Miracles. His earlier book, 
Living A Course in Miracles has become a perennial 
best-seller. 
 

   Eleanor Aronstein is a retired high school and 
college teacher (History and Spanish). She became 
an activist in the Death with Dignity movement 
decades ago, after witnessing her beloved mother 
suffer for almost a year and die a terrible death.     
   Eleanor is a strong supporter of Compassion & 
Choices, an organization which works toward 
Physician Aid in Dying (PAD) legislation.   
   She also works with Final Exit because many 
people do not live in states where they have the 
option of PAD. Self-education and self-
determination are key to each individual taking 
control over his/her end of life.  Eleanor's volunteer 
work is a continuing tribute to her mother. 
She was married in the Unitarian Church in NYC in 
1958, and she holds a warm spot in her heart for 
Unitarianism.  At that time, it was the only place 
she (a Catholic) and her super wonderful husband 
(a Jew) could find that would marry them.  
 
   Rev. Peter Fairbrother began his career in the UK 
health and social services in information and 
research.  His strong inclination towards spiritual 
exploration led him from Catholicism through 
Protestantism, earth-based traditions, New Age 
philosophies and Spiritualism.  He began leading 
services of meditation and healing.  Eventually he 
landed at the One Spirit Interfaith Foundation and 
trained for interfaith ministry for two years, where 
he was ordained in 2016.  
    He most recently completed a 2-year stint 
serving a UU congregation in Edinburgh, 
Scotland.  He lives with his partner, Phil, in a small 
seaside town outside of that city.   
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December Art Show 
Arts Ministry chair Mike Landrum, center, speaks with Etty 
Decker and Hollis Kellogg Dec. 11 at the December gallery 
opening for sculptor Eric Stein. A model of Stein’s work is in 
the foreground 

Care Team Ministry 

   The mission of the Care Team Ministry is to 

provide support and 

encouragement to members and 

friends of the congregation by 

tending to their emotional, 

spiritual and material needs and 

to cultivate a feeling of 

community at the UUCRT.   

   The best way to request a phone call or visit from 

the Care Team is through our email address 

CareTeam.uucrt@gmail.com. We will continue to 

be accessible to congregants virtually and in-

person at most Sunday services. 
 

Reflections and Take Aways from 
COP 26 Climate Change Summit 
By Bruce Knots, Director UUUN 
WAS COP 26 A SUCCESS? OR A FAILURE?  
   I believe it's most accurate, if unsatisfying, to 
answer "both" - and "neither." 
    Each year since the Convention was adopted in 
1994, the secretariat of the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) has 
convened a Conference of Parties (COP), bringing 
together governments, civil society, and the private 
sector to address the global threat of climate 
change. And for several years, the UUA Office at 
the UN has had the ability to certify official civil 
society delegates to attend these climate 
conferences to represent Unitarian Universalist 
values and concerns.  
     The 2009 COP15 in Copenhagen was the first 
such conference to which the UU@UN sent 
credentialed representatives. A key outcome from 
that COP was the promise from rich countries that 
they would donate $100 billion-a-year by 2020 to 
help developing countries mitigate and adapt to 
climate change.  
   This has been an important issue for Unitarian 
Universalists, recognizing the inequity of the 
climate crisis, where those least responsible for 
causing global warming suffer the first and worst 
from the disastrous consequences. The promise of 
finance for the Green Climate Fund was a way for 
wealthy polluting countries to take responsibility 
and to support those harmed by their actions. 
   12 years later, this promise has yet to be fulfilled. 
That fact was a major point of contention at this 
year's COP26 in Glasgow, and addressing it was a 
priority for our UUA delegation.  
   When I attended COP25 in Katowice, Poland, 
African representatives I met were very angry 
about the unkept promise of support for the Green 
Climate Fund. The same level of frustration was 
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evident from all developing countries at COP26. 
The most recent count shows that the Green 
Climate Fund has $10.3 billion, far short of the 
pledged $100 billion per year. 
   As with the pandemic, so with climate change: 
None of us is safe until we are all safe. There must 
be equity in addressing this global crisis.  
   Another priority for our UUA delegation was 
holding countries to account for their Paris 
Agreement vow to keep global warming to no 
more than 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial 
levels. National commitments have increased in 
ambition since Paris, which is hugely important, but 
there is still much more needed.  
    Based on agreements at COP26, if every nation 
fulfilled its commitments (which is a big IF) then we 
might keep global warming to 1.8 degrees C. That 
will still be too much warming to save many island 
nations from rising sea levels. 
   As COP26 ended, the conference chair, Alok 
Sharma, was tearing up, feeling he'd failed. His 
unmet goal to consign fossil fuels to history was 
certainly disappointing. However, urgency for 
action at this COP was more palpable than ever 
before, and important progress was made both 
within and on the outskirts of the conference.  
   Remarkably, COP26 was the first ever to actually 
mention the destructive qualities of fossil fuels, 
and I see the last-minute agreement between 
China and the United States to work together on 
climate change as a huge milestone.  
   I hope that the energy at this COP has set the 
stage for even more substantial results in the 
future.  
   Next year's COP27 will be another opportunity to 
obtain firm commitments to protect our planet and 
the lives of all beings that inhabit it. In the 
meantime, we will keep up pressure at the UN - 
and I implore you to keep up pressure on your 
representatives - to keep our goals for climate 
justice and equity alive. 
   Your support for our work allows us to continue 
our advocacy at the UN and at UN conferences 
such as COP26 in Glasgow.  

    In Solidarity for Peace, Justice, and Compassion. 
P.S. The UU@UN and UU Ministry for Earth held a 
wrap-up event called "Beyond COP26: Takeaways 
from the UN Climate Summit" Watch the recording 
and check out resources here. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PX8QNrznHA
g 

 
“Cattails on the Bashakill” was the first-place winner in the 
annual 2021 Wallkill River Art School Plein Air Festival. 

Plein Air Festival Winners to be 
Featured in Jan. Art Show 

  ROCK TAVERN – The Wallkill River School of Art 
will be showcasing the winners of its 2021 Hudson 
Valley Plein Air Festival competition at the 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock Tavern 
in January and February. 
    In October, fifty professional artists competed in 
a one-week outdoor landscape painting 
competition in the Hudson Valley. Fifteen were 
awarded prizes. The public is welcome to view, and 
purchase, some of those works starting Saturday, 
January 8. A gallery opening and reception is 
scheduled for Saturday, Jan. 8   from noon to 3 
p.m. Additional showings are available by 
contacting Mike Landrum at 845-851-6024. The 
gallery ends on Feb. 28. 
    The mission of the Wallkill River School of Art “is 
to enrich our community through art classes, public 
art exhibits and to provide resources for local 
artists…” It serves the community by providing free 
Senior Drop-in classes, free classes to veterans, 
scholarships for local children to attend the 
Summer Art Program, charity fundraisers, badges 
for scout troops and meeting space for community 
and non-profit groups.            

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PX8QNrznHAg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PX8QNrznHAg
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      Landrum, an actor and artist who leads the 
congregation’s arts mission, noted that the gallery 
will be adhering to the latest COVID 19 guidance 
and added that “now, more than ever, we need to 
celebrate, embrace and support our local artists. 
This is an opportunity to do just that.” 
 

We Love Movies! 
   The Movie Group selected Passing which is on 
Netflix - Monday, Jan. 3. In 1920s New York City, a 
Black woman runs into an old friend who is passing 
for White, which complicates both their lives. 
    We meet via the Zoom link on the UUCRT 
website on the 1st Mondays of the month at 7 pm. 
We would welcome your participation. 

 
We Love Books!   
   For the January discussion, the new book by 
Amor Towles, The Lincoln Highway, was selected.  
 If you are interested in books, but haven't finished, 
or even started, reading the book, join us anyway. 
The UUCRT Book Group meets via Zoom on the 3rd 
Monday of the month at 7:00pm. The Zoom link is 
on the UUCRT website.  
Monday, Feb. 21: The Art of Racing in the Rain by 
Garth Stein 

Staying Connected 
   Staying connected is important. Here’s a link to 
the UUCRT web page providing helpful 
information http://uucrt.org/how-to-stay-
connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time/ 
 
Movie Discussion, first Mondays 7-8.30pm 
Jan 3: Passing 
https://zoom.us/j/92438355130 
Password – movie 
 
Open Book Discussion, third Mondays 7-8.30pm  
Jan 17: Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles 
 
https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMV
N1T0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09 

1 929 205 6099 Meeting ID: 966 3436 
4686 Passcode: 341013 
 
Fridays 5pm Happy Hour We’ll meet for our 
weekly Friday happy hour and join together to 
celebrate our fellowship and friendship. Make 
yourself a cocktail, a cup of hot chocolate or pour a 
glass of your favorite. Pop in weekly and say hello!! 
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1
YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09 
1 929 205 6099 Meeting ID: 991 8650 
8662 Passcode: visit 
 

Accessing Zoom and Order of Service 
   Virtual Sunday services are exclusively through Zoom. 
You can access the online and call-in link through Zoom 
by: 

• Opening the UUCRT email alert now being sent 

out on Fridays and clicking on the Zoom link 

there or dialing the listed phone number and 

entering listed access code.  

• You will then be ushered into a “waiting room” 

to be verified before entering the service. 

• Going to www.UUCRT.org and clicking on the 

Zoom link on the right hand side of the page. 

    We use Constant Contact, a commercial email 
provider, to distribute our emails because of its robust 

database and tracking 
functions. However, 
some email servers, 
Outlook and Hotmail, 

for instance, may funnel our emails to your junk or 
spam folder. You won’t know that this is happening 
unless you open those folders and look for the UUCRT 
email alert. When you find it, open it and mark it “not 
junk” or “safe”. It should now appear in your inbox on a 
regular basis. 
    Other email providers often have a similar approach.  
If you have a gmail address, for instance, our email alert 
may appear in your “Promotions” folder. You have the 
option of making that email appear in your regular 
inbox by hovering your cursor over the email contact 
name until a pop up appears where you can click on 
“add to contacts”. 
    If you are still having difficulties accessing the email 
alerts, you can Google the issue noting the name of 

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuucrt.org%2Fhow-to-stay-connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C53005f9a991f4a7278e208d7d34c7bc9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637210197747539689&sdata=a7r0%2FnLb7zLY7JDvRc4cc%2By9xGKCdNWIicXl%2B5%2BWB0s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuucrt.org%2Fhow-to-stay-connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C53005f9a991f4a7278e208d7d34c7bc9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637210197747539689&sdata=a7r0%2FnLb7zLY7JDvRc4cc%2By9xGKCdNWIicXl%2B5%2BWB0s%3D&reserved=0
https://zoom.us/j/92438355130
https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMVN1T0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09
https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMVN1T0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09
http://www.uucrt.org/
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your email provider to get assistance or contact 
johnpkinney@hotmail.com for further help. 
 

Take a Video Tour of the UUCRT 
   If you are looking for an introduction to (or reminder 
of) who, what and why we are the UUCRT, please click 
on for a video tour from our former minister, the Rev. 
Chris J. Antal: 
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-
tour-uucrt-rev-chris/ 
   You’ll spend the next 25 minutes in an informative and 
refreshing message.   Check it out!  You’ll be glad you 
did. 

 
 

Past Services now on YouTube 
      Did you miss a program or wish to reflect again on 

one you attended? Go to our 
YouTube channel to view past 
services. You can find it by 
clicking on the YouTube icon 
on the top right of our Home 

page or by clicking here 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcN
SwTVYK3cA 
Major thanks to our social media wizard Kris McGrath! 

Learn to be a  ZOOM Host!  
   Exciting opportunity available. Learn to be a Zoom 
host. Become a part of the team that keeps the UUCRT 
virtual Sunday services going, using the UUCRT Zoom 

account. Amazing rewards, include karma points and 
virtual happiness and contentment for keeping us all 
connected. Many opportunities for advancement! Email 
info.uucrt.org 
 
 

   The Chalice Light is the official newsletter of the 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock Tavern. 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 502, Washingtonville, NY, 
10992-0502. Phone 845-496-9696. 
   Editors:  Nan Dempster, John P. Kinney 
Print distribution and Webmaster: Kris McGrath, 
aa.uucrt@gmail.com 
Website: www.uucrt.org 
Please send news labeled “For Chalice Light” to 
johnpkinney@hotmail.com 
 and nandempster@hotmail.com by the 15th of the 
month.

mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-tour-uucrt-rev-chris/
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-tour-uucrt-rev-chris/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcNSwTVYK3cA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcNSwTVYK3cA
mailto:info@uucrt.org
http://www.uucrt.org/
mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com
mailto:nandempster@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 


