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    During this period of physical distancing, no in-
person events will be scheduled at the UUCRT building 
until further notice. However, as you will read below, 
there are phone and internet-based opportunities to 
connect and support each other. 

Sunday Services  
   Our Sunday services will be conducted via 
telephone and/or Internet at 10:30 a.m. led by 
members of Sunday Services Ministry or guest 
speakers. Check the weekly email alerts and the 
website – www.uucrt.org – for details. 
   We welcome all seekers regardless of age, creed, 
race, ability/disability, class, sexual orientation, and 
gender identity. 
July 4: Mike Landrum, Religion and the Founding 
Fathers. When writing the Constitution, what role 
did the Unitarians play? Why is modern UUism the 
most American religion? 

July 11: Bill Domanico, Hildegard Revisited 

July 18: Rev. Peter Fairbrother, All Things Broken 
Beautiful 
July 25: Jim Tarvin, Can Your Name be a Prayer? 

Aug. 1: Patrick O’Neill, Protests, Demonstrations, 
Reactions 
Aug. 8: Elizabeth Mehling, The Modern Image of 
Wicca and Witchcraft 
Aug. 15: Jaye Moyer, The Holding Environment 
Aug. 22: Rose O’Neill, Friendship and Health  

Aug. 29: Rose O’Neill, Poetry (Please bring a poem 
to share 

 

President’s Message 
   It was the best of times… it was the worst of 
times.   Except Charles Dickens was talking about 
his own era, which was a period of war and 
revolution, not a global pandemic.  It’s hard to see 
what would constitute “the best of times” in what 
we have watched happen over the last year and a 
half. 
    Yet, there are signs that the descent into the 
abyss has turned around.  We see signs that our 
physical health and social health are not as 
endangered, and that neglected national ills are 
being at least talked about with a greater 
seriousness, even if racial and economic 
inequalities are far from being mended. 
   As a religious community, we have survived, but 
with sacrifices.  In some ways we have been drawn 
closer together, as we all need caring and sane 
people in our lives.  Our members have worked 
together to provide Sunday services, to stay in 
touch with each other and to work on maintaining 
and improving our building. 
   Our immediate challenge is to prepare for in-
person services, while at the same time to continue 
to provide a meaningful electronic link for those 
who are unable to participate in person (what we 
now call multi-platform services). We have 
talented people working on this. 
    It is my expectation that we should soon be able 
to conduct services outdoors on our Rock Tavern 
site (when the weather is cooperative), and soon 
move services indoors, as we establish the 
necessary safe conditions. 
   The congregation owes a debt of appreciation to 
Hollis and Nora, for their work on the Board, as 
well as Rev. Chris, for guiding and inspiring us for 
this past decade.  Fortunately, all remain part of 
our family. 

http://www.uucrt.org/
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   We welcome Sue Ann Peck and Markly Wilson to 

the Board of Trustees.   Democracy is well at 

UUCRT. 

--Patrick O’Neill 

Farewell to Rev. Chris J. Antal, Our 
Minister for more than a Decade 
  About 30 members and friends of the UUCRT 

gathered to bid farewell to Rev. Chris J. Antal and 
his five children on Saturday, June 12. Rose O’Neill 
and Nan Dempster, with help from the Birch 
School, provided a safe outdoor venue for this 
event complete with green, yellow and red 
bracelets that attendees could wear to display 
their Covid contact comfort zones. Also, there 
were cupcakes provided by the school and ice 
cream. 

 
Rev. Chris J. Antal (center, dark blue shirt) poses with 
congregants and friends at farewell ceremony. 

   Congregation President Patrick O’Neill gave a 
“hail and farewell” greeting to Rev. Chris. After a 
presentation by John Kinney (more on that 
below), Linda Mangelsdorf lightened things up 
with a beer mug presentation to 
our “bike to beer” minister who 
often invited members and friends 
to join him at a local tavern to fill 
the time between the end of his 
day of service to us at the UU and 
the arrival of the bus that carried 
him and his bike to NY City. Linda remembered a 
chance remark/joke that Rev Chris made in the 

past about us (the congregation) not liking our 
ministers as we didn’t have any of their photos on 
the wall. Linda corrected this by presenting photos 
of our two most recent ministers, Rev Jim Bridges 
and Rev Chris Antal as well as a list of all the 
ministers who served our congregation. Former 
President Hollis Kellogg closed out the formal part 
of the ceremony with a tribute to Rev. Chris for his 
decade of service to the UUCRT and to his children 
who contributed much to our congregation 
including organizing and leading the sale of Fair 
Trade coffee and other items. 
   Kinney, a former board vice president and co-
chair of the search committee that recommended 
Rev. Chris to the congregation, presented him 
with a hard cover photo book he had compiled 
commemorating his many accomplishments.  
 
Here are Kinney’s remarks: 
 

   Rev. Chris, when I co-chaired the search committee 
that recommended you to the board and congregation, 
I was tasked with listening to one of your sermons. So, I 
went to the UU of the Catskills in Kingston on a Sunday 
when you were there as a guest minister. 
   Your sermon touched on those who had served their 
country in the military and you asked veterans present 
to stand up and come forward. There was a diverse 
group from different military branches and a slew of 
conflicts. I was there as an observer but I was drawn to 
participate in your service. It was the first time in a long 
time that I had acknowledged my standing as a veteran. 
    So, the objective observer became a participant! I 
guess I should have been disqualified from the search 
committee because that was a conflict of interest.  
   Well, it’s too late now to do anything about that! 
   When I met with you after the service, you gave me 
this book – “Bless All Who Serve” from Skinner House 
Books. You inscribed it: “John Kinney, U.S. Army 67-69 
with thanks for your service. C.J. Antal 4/17/2011.” 
When I told you that I was going to give it to my best 
friend, a Vietnam army vet I was caring for suffering 
from frontal temporal dementia, you gave me another 
book for him! 
    So, it’s my turn to present you with a book or two – a 
photo album drawn from my files that depicts just some 
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of your many accomplishments, causes, and 
presentations. 
   There are photos of you blessing animals, blessing our 
peace pole, blessing the labyrinth, blessing the ashes of 
our late friend and past president Mike McGinn and of 
you being blessed by this congregation when we named 
you our called and settled minister. 
   These represent only thin slices of your time with us 
and are not inclusive of your many, many contributions. 
After all, how does one make a visual presentation of: 

◼ Providing unity and direction to a congregation 

that needed it 

◼ Helping us become a Peace Advocacy 

congregation 

◼ Speaking out and actively advocating for 

nuclear disarmament 

◼ inspiring others to be advocates for social 

justice, peace, LGBTQ rights and racial equality 

◼ Leading not just us but the Greater Newburgh 

Interfaith Council and the Veterans for Peace 

chapter you formed in the Hudson Valley 

◼ Being a proponent and active participant in 

organized efforts to resettle refugees, in 

particular your own Afghan interpreter 

translator during your service as an Army 

chaplain in Afghanistan 

◼ And how do you take a photo that depicts a 

charismatic risk taker who will go after difficult 

issues and bring others along with him because 

he has a spiritual intensity that is both 

inspirational and contagious? 

◼ How can a camera’s lens show someone who 

leads by example and knows and cares about 

the people in the communities he serves? 

◼ How can a photo portray an instinct for seizing 

the moment and shining a bright light on 

important spiritual, moral and ethical issues we 

face today. 

◼ A photograph may, indeed, be worth a 

thousand words but neither words nor photos 

can fully express our gratitude and affection for 

you. 

   How lucky we were to have something that makes 
saying goodbye so hard! 
 

Then and Now: The 5 Antal 
Children (and their father)  

 
Ordination of Rev. Chris J. Antal, March 2011, 
Albany, NY 

 
At the farewell celebration for Rev. Chris J. Antal, 
Rock Tavern, NY, June 2021. From left to right (in 
both photos) Yuna, Sulhee, Makoto, Rev. Chris, 
Justin and Eliot. 

 
Board of Trustees 

• Minister’s Discretionary Fund. Rev Chris 

committed $2,000 to the Stockbridge 

Monsey people as a means of 
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acknowledging that we now occupy the 

land previously inhabited by them.    

• Patrick completed the engineering 

calculations regarding our space and 

ventilation opportunities. 30 people can 

safely gather in our sanctuary with windows 

and doors open, providing air flow. 

Care Team Ministry 

   The mission of the Care Team Ministry is to 

provide support and encouragement to members 

and friends of the congregation by tending to their 

emotional, spiritual and material needs and to 

cultivate a feeling of community at the UUCRT.   

 Since the Care Team’s 

inception in March 2019, 

the UUCRT Care Team has 

been comprised of three 

volunteers.  At least one 

Care Team member was usually present during 

Sunday services and coffee hours.   

The Care Team’s presence on Sundays became 

more regulated and more demanding during the 

virtual Sunday services. There are four to five 

Sundays each month and three Care Team 

members. A coverage rotation could include 

multiple Sundays for at least one Care Team 

member each month. The Care Team’s schedule 

was published each week in the eblast and monthly 

in the newsletter because we wanted to be as 

visible and accessible as possible.  Going forward, 

Sunday service coverage will not be assigned, but a 

Care Team member will most likely attend and will 

be available should someone want to talk or 

request a phone call. 

   The best way to request a phone call or visit from 

the Care Team is through our email address 

CareTeam.uucrt@gmail.com. We will continue to 

be accessible to congregants virtually and in-

person at most Sunday services. 

The Care Team is not a crisis intervention service.  

Anyone who is experiencing a physical, emotional 

or mental emergency should contact an emergency 

response service like 911. 

COVID Relief Food Delivery 
  Distribution of food continues.  Although the 
pandemic seems to be waning, the need 
persists.  Volunteers from the UUCRT and St. 
Mary's Methodist Church in Middletown are 
providing food bi-weekly to approximately 11 
families in the Orange and Dutchess County area.   
    The program will be re-evaluated in the fall when 
our building use considerations will be addressed.    
Past President Hollis Kellogg delivered the final 
portion of the funds from our Covid grant to Donna 
D'Amico, Office Manager at St. Mary's.    
 

 
Buildings & Grounds 

We had two work 
days in June. Many 
hands contributed 
to complete 
overdue work tasks 
in our building 
recently.They 
washed, dusted, 
vacuumed, swept, 
sanded, installed 
and  reorganized. 
Many thanks! (Of 
course there is still 
much to be done.                                                            
Stay tuned.). Robin reaching high to dust the 

windows 
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Soundproofing the fellowship hall with additional 
baffles. Linda, Patrick, Jay and Kathy. 
Not pictured:Rose O’Neill, Etty Decker, Mike Landrum, 
Alan Horne, Jaye Moyer, John Fenner, Twila Smith, 
Fred Mangelsdorf, Hollis and Bradford Kellogg, Sue 
Ann Peck, Nan Dempster(apologies to anyone missed 
on this list) 
 

Welcoming Ministry Survey 
How Do You Feel About Your Membership 

 At The UUCRT? 
The Welcoming Ministry would like you to tell it 
like it is 

- What do you like? 
- What do you not like? 
- What changes would you like to see? 

- How would you like to be involved? 
Be on the lookout for a survey you will be receiving 
early this summer. 

Membership Ministry members Jim Tavern, Mike 
Landrum and Markly Wilson 

Planning Group 
Meetings will resume after the summer. 
 

 

Staying Connected 
   Staying connected is important. Here’s a link to 
the UUCRT web page providing helpful 
information http://uucrt.org/how-to-stay-
connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time/ 
 
Wondering how you will meet your needs for 
social connection during the Spring?  Join an 
online UUCRT Social Group.  
 
Open Book Discussion, third Mondays 7-8.30pm 
July 19: Born a Crime by Trevor Noah 
 
https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMV
N1T0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09 
1 929 205 6099 Meeting ID: 966 3436 
4686 Passcode: 341013 
 
Fridays 5pm Happy Hour We’ll meet for our 
weekly Friday happy hour and join together to 

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuucrt.org%2Fhow-to-stay-connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C53005f9a991f4a7278e208d7d34c7bc9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637210197747539689&sdata=a7r0%2FnLb7zLY7JDvRc4cc%2By9xGKCdNWIicXl%2B5%2BWB0s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuucrt.org%2Fhow-to-stay-connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C53005f9a991f4a7278e208d7d34c7bc9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637210197747539689&sdata=a7r0%2FnLb7zLY7JDvRc4cc%2By9xGKCdNWIicXl%2B5%2BWB0s%3D&reserved=0
https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMVN1T0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09
https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMVN1T0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09
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celebrate our fellowship and friendship. Make 
yourself a cocktail, a cup of hot chocolate or pour a 
glass of your favorite. Pop in weekly and say hello!! 
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1
YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09 
1 929 205 6099 Meeting ID: 991 8650 
8662 Passcode: visit 
 
Staying Connected 
Sunday SchmUUzers, will meet as weather 
permits. 
 
Wednesday SchmUUzers will meet as weather 
permits at 11am at Plum Point, New Windsor. 

 
      Did you miss a program or 
wish to reflect again on one 
you attended? Go to our 
YouTube channel to view past 
services. You can find it by 

clicking on the YouTube icon on the top right of our 
Home page or by clicking here 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcN
SwTVYK3cA 
Major thanks to our social media wizard Kris McGrath! 

THE UU WANTS YOU TO ZOOM!  
   Exciting opportunity available. Learn to be a Zoom 
host. Become a part of the team that keeps the UUCRT 
virtual Sunday services going, using the UUCRT Zoom 
account. Amazing rewards, include karma points and 
virtual happiness and contentment for keeping us all 
connected. Many opportunities for advancement! Email 
info.uucrt.org 

 

Accessing Zoom and Order of Service 
   Virtual Sunday services are exclusively through Zoom. 
The Zoom link will be the same each Sunday. You can 
access the online and call-in link through Zoom by: 

• Opening the UUCRT email alert now being sent 

out on Fridays and clicking on the Zoom link 

there or dialing the listed phone number and 

entering listed access code. 

• Going to www.UUCRT.org and clicking on the 

Zoom link on the right hand side of the page. 

   Similarly, you can now access the Order of Service 
through the weekly email alert and on the 
www.uucrt.org home and upcoming services pages. 
    We use Constant Contact, a commercial email 
provider, to distribute our emails because of its robust 
database and tracking functions. However, some email 
servers, Outlook and Hotmail, for instance, may funnel 
our emails to your junk or spam folder. You won’t know 
that this is happening unless you open those folders and 
look for the UUCRT email alert. When you find it, open 
it and mark it “not junk”. It should now appear in your 
inbox on a regular basis. 
    Other email providers often have a similar approach.  
If you have a gmail address, for instance, our email alert 
may appear in your “Promotions” folder. You have the 
option of making that email appear in your regular 
inbox by hovering your cursor over the email contact 
name until a pop up appears where you can click on 
“add to contacts”. 
    If you are still having difficulties accessing the email 
alerts, you can Google the issue noting the name of 
your email provider to get assistance or contact 
johnpkinney@hotmail.com for further help. 

Take a Video Tour of the UUCRT 
   If you are looking for an introduction to (or reminder 
of) who, what and why we are the UUCRT, please click 
on for a video tour from our former minister, the Rev. 
Chris J. Antal: 
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-
tour-uucrt-rev-chris/ 
   You’ll spend the next 25 minutes in an informative and 
refreshing message.   Check it out!  You’ll be glad you 
did. 
 

   The Chalice Light is the official newsletter of the 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock Tavern. 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 502, Washingtonville, NY, 
10992-0502. Phone 845-496-9696. 
   Editors:  Nan Dempster, John P. Kinney 
Print distribution and Webmaster: Kris McGrath, 
aa.uucrt@gmail.com 
Website: www.uucrt.org 
Please send news labeled “For Chalice Light” to 
johnpkinney@hotmail.com 
 and nandempster@hotmail.com by the 15th of the 
month

https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcNSwTVYK3cA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcNSwTVYK3cA
mailto:info@uucrt.org
http://www.uucrt.org/
http://www.uucrt.org/
mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-tour-uucrt-rev-chris/
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-tour-uucrt-rev-chris/
http://www.uucrt.org/
mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com
mailto:nandempster@hotmail.com
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