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The Chalice Light 
Vol. 51, Issue 5, May 2021 

May 2021 Calendar 
    During this period of physical distancing, no in-
person events will be scheduled at the UUCRT building 
until further notice. However, as you will read below, 
there are phone and internet-based opportunities to 
connect and support each other. 
 

Sunday Services  

   Our Sunday services will be conducted via 
telephone and/or Internet at 10:30 a.m. led by Rev. 
Dr. Chris J. Antal, once per month and members of 
Sunday Services Ministry or guest speakers on 
other Sundays. Check the weekly email alerts and 
the website – www.uucrt.org – for details. 
   We welcome all seekers regardless of age, creed, 
race, ability/disability, class, sexual orientation, and 
gender identity. 
 
May 2: Rev. Chris J. Antal, The Gadfly Papers Ordeal 
Rev. Dr. Todd Eklof described his 109 page book as 
“Three inconvenient essays by one pesky minister.” 
What did he say that led many Unitarian Universalists to 
conclude his free speech does not belong in our 
Association? 

 
May 9: Rose O'Neill and Marcia Westra on  
Motherhood.  As a part of the service we invite you 
to bring an object that symbolizes what 
motherhood means to you. 

May 16: Congregational Meeting following a short 
service 
 
May 17: Book Discussion Group, 7 pm Zoom 
 
May 23: Noel Casey, Westchester/Hudson Valley 
Community Organizer with RAPP : Releasing Aging 
People out of Prison. She will speak to us about 
this important work and the legislation in progress. 

May 30: Patrick O'Neill, The Evolution of Low-Cost 
Labor. 

 
 
Message from Our Minister  
   Two years ago this month, my colleague, the 
Reverend Doctor Todd Eklof, minister of the 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Spokane, 
published a collection of essays called the Gadfly 
Papers. He published it a couple of weeks before 
the General Assembly arrived to meet in Spokane, 
and when he showed up there with copies to 
distribute, he was asked to leave.  
   Since then, Rev. Eklof was removed from 
ministerial fellowship by the ministerial fellowship 
committee, the credentialing body of the UUA, and 
some 50 members have reportedly rescinded their 
membership in a church of over 400.  
   As the UUCRT considers the future of  the 
congregation and the denomination, the Gadfly 
Papers Controversy deserves closer examination. I 

http://www.uucrt.org/
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hope you will consider reading the book yourself 
and come to your own conclusions.  It is readily 
available online. I look forward to a dialogue with 
you about this controversy and what it means for 
the future of our faith. 
 
See you on Sunday. 
CJA 
 

Message from our President 
   I am optimistic about our group. Yes, we are 
losing our called minister. Yes, we have financial 
problems. But we have gone through such times 
before, and survived.  
   Rev Chris once gave a talk on not just surviving, 
but “thriving”. If I remember correctly, his idea of 
thriving was to do good deeds. I felt that put a 
stretch on the word “thrive”, but liked the 
sentiment of his talk. 
    How are we doing good deeds? During the 
pandemic, we are delivering food to local families 
experiencing food insecurity, we have provided 
assistance to several refugee families, and to local 
undocumented farm workers.  Although I dislike 
driving and getting up early, I recently felt I should 
volunteer in this cause. Does this mean we are 
thriving?  
   I see it this way: Thriving to me means reaching 
out and growing our membership, becoming 
financially stable and getting a minister. Then we 
can do more good deeds. So, participate in our 
Congregational meeting on May 16, and let’s 
continue to thrive. 
-Hollis Kellogg 
 

Board of Trustees 

• Rev Chris announced that UUA was 

providing grants to Congregations to 

purchase tech equipment to enable 

congregations to provide in person and 

virtual services. 

• Seeking 2 delegates to attend the UUA 

General Assembly(virtual) which is the 

annual gathering of Unitarian Universalists, 

where we conduct business of the 

Association, explore the theological 

underpinnings of our faith, and lean fully 

into our mission and principles. See below 

for details. 

• Alan will apply for the new PPP Loan 

• Revitalized Welcoming Ministry is in process 

of becoming. Thanks to Markly, Jim and 

Mike.  

• Discussion of building needs for reopening-
ongoing. 

• Request from Birch School to reopen in 

April with limited number of students. 

UUCRT agreed but school withdrew the 

request in mid-April. 

• Request from yoga teacher to begin classes. 

Under discussion. 

Leadership Ministry 
   The Leadership Ministry is pleased to announce 
the following nominees for the Board of Trustees. 
Elections take place at the Congregational Meeting 
on May 16. 
 
President :          Patrick O’Neill 
Vice President : Bill Domanico 
Treasurer:          Alan Horne 
Secretary :         Nan Dempster 
Trustees :          Tom McGowan 
                             SueAnn Peck 
                             Markly Wilson 
 
Elections are as follows:  
Alan Horne, second 3 year term 
Sue Ann Peck, 3 year term 
Markly Wilson, 3 year term 
Tom McGowan, 1 year term to fulfill a vacant slot 
 
Officers: Patrick O’Neill, Bill Domanico, Alan Horne 
& Nan Dempster – 1 year term 
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Leaving the Board: President Hollis Kellogg is 
completing his second 3 year term and  
Nora Gallardo who stepped in temporarily to fill a 
vacant slot on the Board.  
Many thanks to Hollis and Nora for their service to 
the congregation. 
 
Leadership Ministry-Rose O’Neill, Tom McGowan, 
Mike Landrum, Nan Dempster 
 

Heed the Call for Social Action 
Ministry Revival! 
    A call is going out for any UUCRT congregation 
members and friends to participate in the revival of 
the Social Action Ministry. 

  There are many issues locally and nationally that 
need addressing, and this ministry has provided 
leadership in the past to aid the congregation in 
doing that.  Covid knocked us off balance, but since 
then the primary social action “actors”  have 
donned other hats of responsibility within our fold 
and we need new energy and lifeblood for this 
group to continue.  
    The planning committee would like someone to 
intersect with on future goals.  Someone willing to 
head it up is needed, as well.  This is not a group 
for silent participation! Please email Marcia at 
mlwestra@verizon.net or Jim Tarvin at 
jtarvin@hvc.rr.com to indicate interest and/or 
willingness for some leadership responsibility, 
shared or otherwise. 
  

Stewardship & Finance Ministry 

   Thank you, thank you, thank you to all those who 
have made a financial commitment to the UUCRT 
for our July 1, 2021-June 30, 2022 fiscal year!   

    Your support of our mission is 
heartwarming!  We came very, very close to our 
goal of 100% member participation!   This 
pandemic year, while bringing us closer together in 
many ways has reduced our 'official' 
membership number slightly.  The good 
news?  With fewer people donating, our pledged 
amount exceeds last year!   
   Even so, 2021-22 will be a challenging year for us, 
and from a Stewardship perspective, we move 
toward our Annual Congregational Meeting on May 
16 with excitement and a spirit of enthusiastic 
togetherness! 
With gratitude, 
Stewardship & Finance Ministry 
Jackie Jordan, Mike Landrum, 
SueAnn Peck, and Linda Mangelsdorf, Chair 
 

Care Team Ministry 
  The UUCRT Care Team is Donna Deming, Jan 
Kinney and Marcia Westra 
careteam.uucrt@gmail.com 
Care Team coverage schedule for May services: 
 
May 2 – Donna 
May 9  -- Donna 
May 16 – Jan 
May 23 – Marcia 
May 30 – Jan 
 

    

Staying connected is important 
 Here’s a link to the UUCRT web page providing 
helpful information: http://uucrt.org/how-to-stay-
connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time/ 
 
Wondering how you will meet your needs for 
social connection during the Spring?  Join an 
online UUCRT Social Group.  
 
Monday May 17, Open Book Discussion 7-8.30 pm 
 May 17 book choice: Nickel Boys, by Colson 
Whitehead 

mailto:mlwestra@verizon.net
mailto:jtarvin@hvc.rr.com
mailto:careteam.uucrt@gmail.com
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuucrt.org%2Fhow-to-stay-connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C53005f9a991f4a7278e208d7d34c7bc9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637210197747539689&sdata=a7r0%2FnLb7zLY7JDvRc4cc%2By9xGKCdNWIicXl%2B5%2BWB0s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuucrt.org%2Fhow-to-stay-connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C53005f9a991f4a7278e208d7d34c7bc9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637210197747539689&sdata=a7r0%2FnLb7zLY7JDvRc4cc%2By9xGKCdNWIicXl%2B5%2BWB0s%3D&reserved=0
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Mon., June 21 book choice: Motherless Brooklyn by 
Jonathan Lethem 
 
https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMV
N1T0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09 
1 929 205 6099 Meeting ID: 966 3436 
4686 Passcode: 341013 
 
Fridays 5 pm Happy Hour We’ll meet for our 

weekly Friday 
happy hour and join 
together to 
celebrate our 
fellowship and 
friendship. Make 
yourself a cocktail, 
a cup of hot 
chocolate or pour a 
glass of your 

favorite. Pop in weekly and say hello!! 
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1
YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09 
1 929 205 6099 Meeting ID: 991 8650 
8662 Passcode: visit 
 
Staying Connected 
Sunday SchmUUzers, will meet as weather 
permits. 
 
Wednesday SchmUUzers will meet as weather 
permits at 11 am at Plum Point, New Windsor. 
 
UUCRT Directory Update 
   Bit by bit we are updating our Directory. More 
members and friends updated their information 
last week.  HAVE YOU? 
 Members and Friends please go to uucrt.org  and click 
on the link to update your information to ensure that 
we have accurate contact information for you. 
 
 

 
   Circle 'Round for Justice ● Healing ● Courage is 
the theme for General Assembly 2021. General 
Assembly is a time to circle ‘round in community. 
We circle ‘round in care and healing; for liberation 
and justice; and for love and courage. We share 
stories of the work happening at our Association. 
and in our congregations.  
   We study ways to implement and live into our 
mission. UUA GA 2021 will incorporate 
recommendations from the Commission on 
Institution Change report, “Widening the Circle of 
Concern” and dialogue with the Article II 
Commission about our Principles and Purposes.     
   Through programs and workshops, professional 
and lay leaders will learn and develop skills to 
equip them with tools to continue the mission of 
our faith. Featured speakers will delve into 
theological analysis, work around organizing for 
liberation, and the ways we tend our spiritual 
resilience. Honoring the myriad of communities 
within Unitarian Universalism, there will be more 
time for networking, meetups and caucusing over 
the span of our 5-days together. Finally, during GA 
2021, we will preserve our connection to 
Milwaukee and the MidAmerica Region through 
special programming and activities. Get ready to 
Circle ‘Round… 
   Rose and Patrick O’Neill attended virtually last 
year. They welcome your questions. 

https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMVN1T0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09
https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMVN1T0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09
http://www.uucrt.org/
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Assistance in funding your attendance is available 
as needed. 
 

 
 

UUCRT Services on YouTube 
Did you miss a program or 
wish to reflect again on one 
you attended? Go to our 
YouTube channel to view 

past services. You can find it by clicking on the 
YouTube icon on the top right of our Home page or 
by clicking here 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRD
dcNSwTVYK3cA 
Major thanks to our social media wizard Kris 
McGrath! 

 
THE UU WANTS YOU TO ZOOM!  
   Exciting opportunity available. Learn to be a 
Zoom host. Become a part of the team that keeps 
the UUCRT virtual Sunday services going, using the 
UUCRT Zoom account. Amazing rewards, include 
karma points and virtual happiness and 
contentment for keeping us all connected. Many 
opportunities for advancement! Contact Diane 
Diachishin by email at info.uucrt.org 

 

Accessing Zoom and Order of Service 
   Virtual Sunday services are exclusively through 
Zoom. The Zoom link will be the same each Sunday. 
You can access the online and call-in link through 
Zoom by: 

• Opening the UUCRT email alert now being 

sent out on Fridays and clicking on the 

Zoom link there or dialing the listed phone 

number and entering listed access code. 

• Going to www.UUCRT.org and clicking on 

the Zoom link on the right hand side of the 

page. 

   Similarly, you can now access the Order of Service 
through the weekly email alert and on the 
www.uucrt.org home and upcoming services 
pages. 
    We use Constant Contact, a commercial email 
provider, to distribute our emails because of its 
robust database and tracking functions. However, 
some email servers, Outlook and Hotmail, for 
instance, may funnel our emails to your junk or 
spam folder. You won’t know that this is happening 
unless you open those folders and look for the 
UUCRT email alert. When you find it, open it and 
mark it “not junk”. It should now appear in your 
inbox on a regular basis. 
    Other email providers often have a similar 
approach.  If you have a gmail address, for 
instance, our email alert may appear in your 
“Promotions” folder. You have the option of 
making that email appear in your regular inbox by 
hovering your cursor over the email contact name 
until a pop up appears where you can click on “add 
to contacts”. 
    If you are still having difficulties accessing the 
email alerts, you can Google the issue noting the 
name of your email provider to get assistance or 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcNSwTVYK3cA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcNSwTVYK3cA
mailto:info@uucrt.org
http://www.uucrt.org/
http://www.uucrt.org/
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contact johnpkinney@hotmail.com for further 
help. 
Take a Video Tour of the UUCRT 
   If you are looking for an introduction to (or 
reminder of) who, what and why we are the 
UUCRT, please click on for a video tour: 
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-
universalism/video-tour-uucrt-rev-chris/ 
   You’ll spend the next 25 minutes in an 
informative and refreshing message.   Check it 
out!  You’ll be glad you did. 
 

   The Chalice Light is the official newsletter of the 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock Tavern. 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 502, Washingtonville, NY, 
10992-0502. Phone 845-496-9696. 
   Our minister, the Rev. Chris J. Antal, is currently 
available one Sunday a month. He is available by 
appointment on that Sunday between 1 and 2 p.m. 
Contact him by email at antal@uuma.org to schedule an 
appointment or click  here. 

 Editors:  Nan Dempster, John P. Kinney 
Print distribution and Webmaster: Kris McGrath, 
aa.uucrt@gmail.com 
Website: www.uucrt.org 
Please send news labeled “For Chalice Light” to 
johnpkinney@hotmail.com 
 and nandempster@hotmail.com by the 15th of the 
month

mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-tour-uucrt-rev-chris/
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-tour-uucrt-rev-chris/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.acuityscheduling.com%2Fschedule.php%3Fowner%3D13792450&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cd8ec4a59c9e64c701ca408d7ea28ad69%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637235332904482115&sdata=GP%2FWxsnYkemo8UX%2BQ1FgPSTLWazgFEnrzr6wVZC9xgM%3D&reserved=0
http://www.uucrt.org/
mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com
mailto:nandempster@hotmail.com
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