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April 2021 Calendar 
    During this period of physical distancing, no in-
person events will be scheduled at the UUCRT 
building until further notice. However, as you will 
read below, there are phone and internet-based 
opportunities to connect and support each other. 
 

Sunday Services  

   Our Sunday services will be conducted via 
telephone and/or Internet at 10:30 a.m. led by Rev. 
Dr. Chris J. Antal, once per month and members of 
Sunday Services Ministry or guest speakers on 
other Sundays. Check the weekly email alerts and 
the website – www.uucrt.org – for details. 
   We welcome all seekers regardless of age, creed, 
race, ability/disability, class, sexual orientation, and 
gender identity. 
 
April 4: Rev. Chris J. Antal, Celebrating New Life. 
With the arrival of spring, signs of new life are all 
around us. Take a picture of a sign of new life in 
your environment and send it to me with a short 
description of where you discovered it, your 
garden, a hike, etc., and I will share it during our 
meeting. You may also bring a flower or plant to 
share on your screen.  
 
April 11: Cindi Fountain, Weaving Our Lives into a 
Useful Basket. Cindi Fountain is a native-American 

Shaman. Cindi’s father was a member of the 
Penobscot nation.  Her grandfather was a 
Penobscot medicine man with whom she lived 
with, along with an aunt and uncle.  He instructed 
her in the ways of being a shaman.  
 
April 18:  Michael Landrum, Finding Meaning 
 
April 25: Bruce Knotts, Climate Justice and Lessons 
to Be Learned from Indigenous People on how to 
live sustainably on our planet. Bruce will highlight 
the role of US oil companies as well as the 
developed nations’ commitments to help 
developing countries. 

Message from Our Minister  
(Editor’s Note: Rev. Chris’s letter of resignation is 
offered to the congregation as his message this 
month.) 
 
Dear UUCRT community, 

After consulting with UUCRT and UUA leadership, I 

have decided to resign as your called and settled 

minister. This letter serves as my three-month 

notice. The resignation will take effect June 30. 

Resignation does not necessarily mean a 

termination of our relationship. Any future 

relationship will be determined in negotiations 

between me and the UUCRT Board. If you have 

input regarding this matter, I encourage you to 

communicate with members of the Board. I believe 

this course of action is in the best interest of the 

UUCRT.  

Our relationship began in September of 2011, 

when the UUCRT Board hired me as consulting 

minister. A year later I took a leave of absence for 

military deployment. After I returned, you voted to 

call me as the settled minister. On March 22, 2015, 

you installed me into that office during a service 

that filled the sanctuary and presented me with an 

embroidered stole which I will always cherish.  

http://www.uucrt.org/
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These past six years have been rich beyond words. I 

cherish the journey we shared, the joys and 

sorrows, the achievements, and the setbacks.  

Serving as your called and settled minister has 

been my privilege and honor. I am confident the 

UUCRT will emerge from recent challenges as you 

have from challenges in the past: like the phoenix 

from the ashes.  

Respectfully submitted,  

The Rev. Chris J. Antal 

President’s Message 

Dear Beloved Community, 
  
Together we have faced and survived many 
challenges in our long history. The current 
pandemic, while bringing forth a wealth of effort 
and talent in our group, has exacerbated the 
financial problems we have been dealing with for 
several years.  Additionally, as reported at our 
Congregational Meeting in November, our budget 
has been seriously impacted by reduced income 
from all sources, especially from the Birch School.   
  
Our Board of Trustees has been consulting with the 
eight-member Planning Committee and has been in 
conversations with Reverend Chris.  Recognizing 
our financial crisis even with his working only one-
quarter time, Reverend Chris on March 14 sent a 
letter from his home in Philadelphia.  In it he 
announced his decision to resign as our Called and 
Settled Minister on June 30, 2021. (A copy of his 
letter is attached.)  This date corresponds with the 
end of the time period specified in the Letter of 
Agreement we currently have with him.  By giving 
us three months’ notice, he has relieved us of any 
further financial obligation to him after June 30th. 
  
We will continue to have a connection to Reverend 
Chris through his occasionally being asked in the 
future to present his messages as a Visiting 

Minister.  Our congregation has been blessed by 
the contributions he has made over the past 
decade and we hope to be able to express our 
deep appreciation to him personally at an outdoor 
service in June. As has been the spirit of our 
congregation over the years, in the coming weeks 
and months we will share our thoughts and 
feelings and ideas about our newest challenge—
which also is an 
opportunity!                                                                      
Sincerely,  
                                                                                            
Hollis Kellogg 
President, Board of Trustees                        

Board of Trustees 
Several Board members and Rev. Chris met with 
Rev. Evin Carvill-Ziemer, Congregational Life 
Consultant UUA, to share our strengths and the 
challenges which congregation is facing. 

Work of Planning Committee is ongoing. Two 
members invited to share their work and 
recommendations to the Board. 

Welcome Ministry is being re-formed. Thank you 
Planning Committee! 

Building closed for services in April.  

Birch School requested to open on April 19 with 10 
students. Under discussion. 

Sunday Discussion on Minister’s 
Resignation to be held after Sunday 
Service on Separate Link 
Dear Beloved Community, 
   Please join us for a series of discussions regarding 
our recent challenge -the resignation of Reverend 
Chris. We welcome your thoughts and feelings.   
    Our second meeting will take place this Sunday, 
March 28, at 12:30. Please use the Zoom 
link below to join us.  
     Looking forward to our conversations!   
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Sincerely, 
 
Hollis Kellogg ( President, UUCRT Board of 
Trustees) 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82377694963 
 
Meeting ID: 823 7769 4963 
One tap mobile 
+19292056099,,82377694963# US (New York) 
+13126266799,,82377694963# US (Chicago) 
 
(Please note:  If you are on the Sunday Services 
Zoom link, you will need to sign out and then sign 
in to the meeting link above.) 
 

Stewardship & Finance Ministry 

Greetings to all, 
Throughout the turbulent year just passed, our 
Congregation has adapted.  Many are using more 
internet than ever before!  And, as we have no 
clear knowledge of the future, our April Pledge 
Drive will, again, be a virtual event. 
 
There have been many opportunities to stay 
connected---to serve, to care for one another, and 
to contribute to our wider community over the 
past twelve months.  For many of us, this 
Congregation provides a real sense of belonging; of 
deepening friendships and of personal growth. 
 
This is our opportunity to show our gratitude.  To 
give back financially to the best of our ability, and 
to do our part to ensure the ongoing presence of 
the UUCRT in the Hudson Valley. 
 
During the month of April, a pledge form will be 
available on our website (www.uucrt.org) and in 
the ‘chat’ feature of the Sunday zoom Services.  
Please fill in the form at your earliest convenience 
and send it to our Treasurer, Alan Horne at 
UUCRT.Treasurer@gmail.com.   
 

In service, S&F Ministry, Alan Horne, Jackie Jordan, 
Mike Landrum and Linda Manglelsdorf 
PS If you'd like to be a part of this Ministry, please 
send a note to info.uucrt@gmail.com 
 
 

 
   

You and the UU on YouTube! 
Did you miss a program or 
wish to reflect again on one 
you attended? Go to our 
YouTube channel to view past 
services. You can find it by 

clicking on the YouTube icon on the top right of our 
Home page or by clicking here 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcN
SwTVYK3cA 
Major thanks to our social media wizard Kris McGrath! 
 

Care Team Ministry 
  The UUCRT Care Team is Donna Deming, Jan Kinney 
and Marcia Westra careteam.uucrt@gmail.com 
Care Team service coverage schedule for April: 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F82377694963&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6ac920d29f504341646b08d8ef19418e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637522239030939872%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yhv%2BVVaB%2BsLrko6pzzHWzJtaTCg59bFzqqqr6OM%2FCXw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:UUCRT.Treasurer@gmail.com
mailto:info.uucrt@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcNSwTVYK3cA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcNSwTVYK3cA
mailto:careteam.uucrt@gmail.com
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April 4 – Marcia 
April 11 - Donna 
April 18 – Jan 
April 25 – Jan 
 
 

    
Staying connected is important. Here’s a link to the 
UUCRT web page providing helpful 
information: http://uucrt.org/how-to-stay-
connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time/ 

 
Staying Connected 
 Sunday SchmUUzers, will meet as weather 

permits. 

 Wednesday SchmUUzers will meet as weather 

permits at 11am at Plum Point, New Windsor. 
 
Wondering how you will meet your needs for social 
connection during the spring?  Join an online UUCRT 
Social Group.  
 

Monday April 18, Open Book Discussion 7-
8.30pm. April book choice: Anxious People, by 

Fredrik Backman. 
Mon May 17 book choice: Nickel Boys, by Colson 
Whitehead 
https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMVN1T
0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09 

1 929 205 6099 Meeting ID: 966 3436 4686 Passcode: 
341013 

Fridays 5pm Happy Hour We’ll meet for our 

weekly Friday happy hour and join together to 
celebrate our fellowship and friendship. Make 
yourself a cocktail, a cup of hot chocolate or pour a 
glass of your favorite. Pop in weekly and say hello!! 

https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1
YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09 

1 929 205 6099 Meeting ID: 991 8650 
8662 Passcode: visit     

 

Hold on to Your Hats! 
Join the  Friday UUCRT Zoom Happy Hour at 5 pm 
"Where everybody knows your name." Don't ask 
about the hats. You had to be there! 

 

UU UN Envoy Update 
Markly Wilson is the UUCRT envoy at the UUUN. 

The envoy is in regular communication with the UU 

office at the United Nations and participates in 

monthly UUUN Envoy meetings during which 

UUUN briefs envoys on issues and their activity at 

the UN, and envoys share information about their 

activities. 

The UUUN, under the leadership of Bruce Knots, is 

active in a variety of programs at the United 

Nations including: 

Committee on Disarmament, Peace, & Security 

(Bruce is chair) 

Committee on Human Rights (Bruce is co-chair) 

Subcommittee on Sexual Orientation & Gender 
Identity Human Rights 

Committee on Sustainable Development▪ NGO 
Security Council Working Group 

Indigenous Peoples, refuges, and asylum seekers 

Climate Change as a moral and human rights issue 

Disarmament and Peace 

--Markly Wilson 

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuucrt.org%2Fhow-to-stay-connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C53005f9a991f4a7278e208d7d34c7bc9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637210197747539689&sdata=a7r0%2FnLb7zLY7JDvRc4cc%2By9xGKCdNWIicXl%2B5%2BWB0s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuucrt.org%2Fhow-to-stay-connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C53005f9a991f4a7278e208d7d34c7bc9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637210197747539689&sdata=a7r0%2FnLb7zLY7JDvRc4cc%2By9xGKCdNWIicXl%2B5%2BWB0s%3D&reserved=0
https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMVN1T0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09
https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMVN1T0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09


April 2021 UUCRT Newsletter 

5 

 

UU Rock Tavern will be represented at the 

UUUN 2021 Intergenerational Seminar 

The UUCRT UN Envoy (Markly Wilson) has signed 

up to participate in the annual UUUN April 9 – 11 

Intergenerational Seminar of which the theme 

is All In for Climate Justice: Food Equity and 

Sustainability.  

The intergenerational seminar is an opportunity to 

collaborate with others from across the world, 

while learning how to be a global activist. It 

includes workshops, peer and expert-led panel 

discussions, community building activities, and 

worship services. 

This virtual event will also ground, connect, and 

equip participants to take action toward achieving 

climate justice through more equitable and 

sustainable food systems. Anyone interested in any 

aspect of UUCRT’s presence at the UN is 

encouraged to reach out to Markly Wilson 

info.uucrt@gmail.com 

Director of the Unitarian 

Universalist Office at the United Nations 

 to address UU Rock Tavern April 25 
Bruce Knotts the Executive Director of the 

Universalist Office at the United Nations will 

address the UUCRT service on April 25. He will 

present on Climate Justice and Lessons We Can 

Learn from Indigenous People about how to live 

sustainably on our planet. Bruce will highlight the 

role of US oil companies as well as the developed 

nation’s commitments to help developing 

countries. His presentation will draw attention to 

effects of climate change and present options to 

mitigate it, including the Paris Climate Accord.  He 

will also feature the role of the UU at the UN. 

Bruce Knotts has a MA Degree in International 
Education, was a Peace Corps Volunteer in 
Ethiopia, worked for Raytheon in Saudi Arabia and 

on a World Bank contract in Somalia, before he 
joined the Department of State as a U.S. diplomat 
in 1984. In 2004 Bruce was elected to the Board of 
Gays and Lesbians in Foreign Affairs Agencies 
(GLIFAA).  

--Markly Wilson

 

THE UU WANTS YOU TO ZOOM!  
   Exciting opportunity available. Learn to be a 
Zoom host. Become a part of the team that keeps 
the UUCRT virtual Sunday services going, using the 
UUCRT Zoom account. Amazing rewards, include 
karma points and virtual happiness and 
contentment for keeping us all connected. Many 
opportunities for advancement! Contact Diane 
Diachishin by email at info.uucrt.org 
 

Accessing Zoom and Order of Service 
   Virtual Sunday services are exclusively through 
Zoom. The Zoom link will be the same each Sunday. 
You can access the online and call-in link through 
Zoom by: 

• Opening the UUCRT email alert now being 

sent out on Fridays and clicking on the 

Zoom link there or dialing the listed phone 

number and entering listed access code. 

• Going to www.UUCRT.org and clicking on 

the Zoom link on the right hand side of the 

page. 

   Similarly, you can now access the Order of Service 
through the weekly email alert and on the 
www.uucrt.org home and upcoming services 
pages. 
    We use Constant Contact, a commercial email 
provider, to distribute our emails because of its 
robust database and tracking functions. However, 
some email servers, Outlook and Hotmail, for 

mailto:info.uucrt@gmail.com
mailto:info@uucrt.org
http://www.uucrt.org/
http://www.uucrt.org/
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instance, may funnel our emails to your junk or 
spam folder. You won’t know that this is happening 
unless you open those folders and look for the 
UUCRT email alert. When you find it, open it and 
mark it “not junk”. It should now appear in your 
inbox on a regular basis. 
    Other email providers often have a similar 
approach.  If you have a gmail address, for 
instance, our email alert may appear in your 
“Promotions” folder. You have the option of 
making that email appear in your regular inbox by 
hovering your cursor over the email contact name 
until a pop up appears where you can click on “add 
to contacts”. 
    If you are still having difficulties accessing the 
email alerts, you can Google the issue noting the 
name of your email provider to get assistance or 
contact johnpkinney@hotmail.com for further 
help. 

UUCRT Directory Update 
   Bit by bit we are updating our Directory. More 
members and friends updated their information 
last week.  HAVE YOU? 
 Members and Friends please go to uucrt.org  and 
click on the link to update your information to 
ensure that we have accurate contact information 
for you. 
 

  

 
 

Take a Video Tour of the UUCRT 
   If you are looking for an introduction to (or 
reminder of) who, what and why we are the 
UUCRT, please click on for a video tour: 
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-
universalism/video-tour-uucrt-rev-chris/ 
   You’ll spend the next 25 minutes in an 
informative and refreshing message.   Check it 
out!  You’ll be glad you did. 
 
 

   The Chalice Light is the official newsletter of the 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock Tavern. 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 502, Washingtonville, NY, 
10992-0502. Phone 845-496-9696. 
   Our minister, the Rev. Chris J. Antal, is currently 
available one Sunday a month. He is available by 
appointment on that Sunday between 1 and 2 p.m. 
Contact him by email at antal@uuma.org to 
schedule an appointment or click  here. 
 Editors:  Nan Dempster, John P. Kinney 
Print distribution and Webmaster: Kris McGrath, 
aa.uucrt@gmail.com 
Website: www.uucrt.org 
Please send news labeled “For Chalice Light” to 
johnpkinney@hotmail.com 
 and nandempster@hotmail.com by the 15th of the 
month

mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com
http://www.uucrt.org/
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-tour-uucrt-rev-chris/
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-tour-uucrt-rev-chris/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.acuityscheduling.com%2Fschedule.php%3Fowner%3D13792450&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cd8ec4a59c9e64c701ca408d7ea28ad69%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637235332904482115&sdata=GP%2FWxsnYkemo8UX%2BQ1FgPSTLWazgFEnrzr6wVZC9xgM%3D&reserved=0
http://www.uucrt.org/
mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com
mailto:nandempster@hotmail.com
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