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Calendar 
Dec 5: 8:30 am: Board of Trustees meet  
Dec 6: 7.00pm: NEW Online movie discussion 
group. Link below 
Dec 11: Noon-3pm Gallery Opening at UUCRT 

View the works of sculptor Eric Stein. See below. 

Dec. 11: 7.30pm Hudson Valley Folk Guild Zoom 
concert. Featured performer Diane Diachishin. 
Link below 
Dec 20: 7pm: Online open book discussion. Link 

below. 
 

Sunday Services  
   Our Sunday services will be conducted in person 
and/or through telephone and Internet at 10:30 
a.m. They are led by members of Sunday Services 
Ministry or guest speakers. Check the weekly email 
alerts and the website – www.uucrt.org – for 
details. 
   We welcome all seekers regardless of age, creed, 
race, ability/disability, class, sexual orientation, and 
gender identity. 
 
Due to recent hacking of our Sunday service, a 
new Zoom link is  on the website. Entry to the 
service will be more secure. Participants will be 
moved to a waiting room on entry for their 

identities to be verified. This may take a few 
moments and then they will enter the service as 
usual.  
 
Dec 5: Rev. Dr. Chris Antal, Reckoning with Our 
Wars. Twenty years after we authorized military 
force, what have we done? Zoom 

  
Dec 12: Jaye Moyer, Winds of Gain and Loss, 
Praise and Blame. These are experiences we all 
know! Sometimes they can be turbulent and we 
lose our grounding. Sometimes they can be subtle 
and we barely know they are here. Zoom 

 
Dec 19: Rose O’Neill, Holiday Stories.  
We come together and share an object or memory 
that holds meaning for us in the Holidays. Zoom 
 
Dec 26: Evan Pritchard, Savoring the Last Berry 
Before Winter. A Delicious Algonquin Metaphor for 
Time. Zoom 
 

 President’s Message 

   Irish philosopher Edmund Burke is often credited 
with saying, “The only thing necessary for the 
triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.” 
   There is no record of him ever saying this, and it 
is unlikely that any Irishman would ever say this, 
because they well know it is false, and blame the 
victim.   
   If evil triumphs it is because the perpetrators of 
evil are determined, and have the will to harm 
others, and the find allies to finance and carry out 
their crimes. 

 Rudyard Kipling   
If you can dream - and not make dreams your 

master; 
If you can think - and not make thoughts your aim; 
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster 
And treat those two impostors just the same 

 

http://www.uucrt.org/
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6989.Rudyard_Kipling
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    It is true that if decent people decide that the 
risk of speaking out is risky, or it makes their life 
less complicated to go along with a violent group, 
evil people have less difficulty.    
   Your silence isn’t the cause of evil; the blame lies 
with the evildoer.  By your standing up, to the 
utmost extent that you are able, can tip the 
balance for good.   It will encourage others to be 
unafraid.  Your example of leading a just life, 
despite the evil in the world, can inspire others.   
--John Patrick O’Neill, Ph.D. 
 

Notes from the Board 
   Directory of members- To have an accurate list of 
membership, those members who have not 
attended recently will be contacted to ascertain 
their interest in continued membership.  
   Annual Congregational Meeting set for May 15, 
2022 
   At the Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting in 
November it was decided to call a Special 
Congregational Meeting in the near future to 
discuss the Membership Survey results in detail. 
Date to be determined. 

Certificate of Appreciation  
   At the Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting in 
November, a Certificate of Appreciation was 
awarded to John Kinney for his service to the 
congregation as liaison to the Birch School for over 
a decade. 
   When it became obvious that we needed outside 
financial assistance to support the congregation, 
John, who was a Trustee at the time, went in 
search of renters whose mission would be a good 
fit with our principles and so the collaboration with 
the Birch School was founded. Over the years, John 
established a trusting relationship with the school, 
using his respectful communication style to 
negotiate mutually acceptable compromises on all 
the expected issues between landlord and tenant.    
Thank You John! 
--Board of Trustees 

 
 

Covid Food Distribution 
Fred, Linda, Bill and Nora continue to pick up and 
deliver food to families in New Windsor and 
Newburgh.  Bill purchased some turkeys to bring extra 
cheer to families before Thanksgiving. 
 

Care Team Ministry 

   The mission of the Care Team Ministry is to 

provide support and 

encouragement to members and 

friends of the congregation by 

tending to their emotional, 

spiritual and material needs and 

to cultivate a feeling of 

community at the UUCRT.   

The best way to request a phone call or visit from 

the Care Team is through our email address 

CareTeam.uucrt@gmail.com. We will continue to 
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be accessible to congregants virtually and in-

person at most Sunday services. 

Diane Diachishin Featured at Folk 
Guild’s Dec. Zoom Meeting 

   Singer/Songwriter and UUCRT member Diane 
Diachishin is the featured performer at the Hudson 
Valley Folk Guild meeting in December. 
    Fans, friends and folk music lovers can tune in on 
Dec. 11 at 7:30 p.m. via this Zoom link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83220662299?p

wd=eGxNV0dNK0xUekhxaHpzZTJ3VXlSUT

09 

   Diane sings folk songs that make you laugh, feel 
and think. She infuses her original songs with a 
zany sense of humor, inspired by the songwriting of 
Christine Lavin. 
   She is 
known for 
her clear 
soprano 
singing voice 
combined 
with her solid 
guitar 
playing. She 
has been a 
featured solo 
performer 
several times 
in the past for 
the Hudson 
Valley Folk Guild. 
   Diane has a fondness for Scottish music, inspired 
after being given the opportunity to learn from the 
legendary folk singer Jean Redpath. In 2017, as part 
of the duo the “Rambling Sisters”, she performed 
in Scotland at several folk clubs as well as the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival.  
   Before Covid, Diane often teamed up with two 
other local talented musicians, Singer-songwriter 
Richard Newman, and vocalist Lynn Meeker.  Both 

of her duos won “Best of Open Mike”at the Town 
Crier, two years in a row.  

Sculptor Eric Stein’s Gallery 
Opening is Noon, Sat. Dec. 11 
   ROCK TAVERN -- You probably know what goes 
into creating a sculpture – carving, modeling, 
castings, construction. But what life forces help 
create a sculptor? 
    A decades long journey through engineering and 
art schools, travel 
and study 
through Italy, 
teaching at the 
college level, 
painting, 
designing, 
sculpting and 
creating an art 
handling business 
in an old pickle 
factory in 
Brooklyn were 
some of the 
building blocks of 
internationally 
renowned 
sculptor Eric 
Stein’s career.  
   You can find his works – both monumental and 
small – in galleries, shows and parks throughout 
the United States. And, in December, you can view 
some of his creations at the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation at Rock Tavern. The gallery opening 
will be Saturday, Dec. 11, from noon to 3 p.m. After 
that, the gallery will be open by appointment on 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays by calling Mike 
Landrum at 845-851-6024.   
   Stein’s journeys through the worlds of art, 
academia and business have taken him to Europe, 
Chicago, Ohio, Buffalo, New York City and other 
locales. He eventually settled in the Orange County 
hamlet of Huguenot where he now works 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F83220662299%3Fpwd%3DeGxNV0dNK0xUekhxaHpzZTJ3VXlSUT09&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ce54e70012a1e4514b82408d9b2b3846d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637737306375688291%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=nQtAuD0unvZVcrZlXjNW%2BD9Igk%2BPe2nabxB0%2FQugENg%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F83220662299%3Fpwd%3DeGxNV0dNK0xUekhxaHpzZTJ3VXlSUT09&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ce54e70012a1e4514b82408d9b2b3846d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637737306375688291%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=nQtAuD0unvZVcrZlXjNW%2BD9Igk%2BPe2nabxB0%2FQugENg%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F83220662299%3Fpwd%3DeGxNV0dNK0xUekhxaHpzZTJ3VXlSUT09&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ce54e70012a1e4514b82408d9b2b3846d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637737306375688291%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=nQtAuD0unvZVcrZlXjNW%2BD9Igk%2BPe2nabxB0%2FQugENg%3D&reserved=0
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predominantly on large, fabricated steel pieces in 
his spacious studio. 
    He has an Associate’s Degree in Civil Engineering, 
a Bachelor of Arts degree and a Masters of Fine 
Arts. 
   “My work is about and derived from energy” 
Stein writes. “An expected or present explosion 
or an interpretation of an idea and occasionally a 
historic event. My sculpture generally grows 
from a specific point of interest and pushes me 
to expand upon first reactions and dig deeper 
into getting the viewer to stop and re-think 
either their position or understanding.”  
   The UUCRT is located at 9 Vance Road in the 
New Windsor hamlet of Rock Tavern. The public 
is invited to the noon Dec. 11 opening where 
there will be art as well as refreshments.  

 

Congratulations Rev.Terri Pahucki 
Live and on Zoom, in the presence of family, members of the 
clergy (including Rev. Chis Antal and Rev. Jim Bridges), 
congregants and friends, Terri was ordained by the UU 
congregations of White Plains and Stamford.  

Obituary, Jack Pollard 
   Jack Edward Pollard of Wallkill, NY, passed away 
peacefully at home, surrounded by his loving 
family. He was 76. 
   The son of the late Jack Pollard and Henrietta 
(Etta)McLaughlin, he was born July 12,1945 in 
Sydney, Canada.  
   Jack proudly served in combat as a Sergeant in 
the Army during the Vietnam War. He was a 
dedicated firefighter in FDNY and retired after 30 

years of service. After retirement, Jack enjoyed 
volunteering as a driver for Meals on Wheels. He 
was a volunteer firefighter at the Wallkill Hook and 
Ladder and a member of the local VFW. Jack was a 
supporter of AA and helped 
countless people achieve and 
maintain their sobriety. 
    Jack was a UUCRT member 
from 2010-2018, attending 
regularly during that time. A 
colorful and unique person, 
he will be remembered for 
his dedicated care of his wife, 
his love of his grandchildren, 
his sense of humor, mischievous smile and not to 
forget his baked goods at Coffee Hour. 
Full Obituary 
https://www.millspaughfuneralhome.com/obituar
y/Jack-Pollard 

We Love Movies! 
   The Movie Group selected Found, a documentary 
film about 3 Chinese adoptees who return to China 
to look for their family after discovering they are 
cousins. The film is available on Netflix. We meet 
via the Zoom link on the UUCRT website on the 1st 
Mondays of the month at 7:00pm. We would 
welcome your participation. 

We Love Books!   
   For the December 20 discussion, Love 
Medicine by Louise Erdrich was selected. Her debut 
novel follows the lives of contemporary Ojibwe 
families living in Minnesota and North Dakota. 
The new book by Amor Towles, The Lincoln 
Highway, was selected for discussion at our January 
17 meeting. If you are interested in books, but 
haven't finished, or even started, reading the book, 
join us anyway. The UUCRT Book Group meets via 
Zoom on the 3rd Monday of the month at 7:0pm. 
The Zoom link is on the UUCRT website.  

Staying Connected 
   Staying connected is important. Here’s a link to 
the UUCRT web page providing helpful 

https://www.millspaughfuneralhome.com/obituary/Jack-Pollard
https://www.millspaughfuneralhome.com/obituary/Jack-Pollard


December 2021 UUCRT Newsletter 

5 

 

information http://uucrt.org/how-to-stay-
connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time/ 
 
Movie Discussion, first Mondays 7-8.30pm 
Dec 6: Found (Netflix)  
https://zoom.us/j/92438355130 
Password – movie 
 
Open Book Discussion, third Mondays 7-8.30pm 
Dec 20: Love Medicine by Louise Erdrich.  
Jan 17: Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles 
https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMV
N1T0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09 
1 929 205 6099 Meeting ID: 966 3436 
4686 Passcode: 341013 
 
Fridays 5pm Happy Hour We’ll meet for our 
weekly Friday happy hour and join together to 
celebrate our fellowship and friendship. Make 
yourself a cocktail, a cup of hot chocolate or pour a 
glass of your favorite. Pop in weekly and say hello!! 
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1
YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09 
1 929 205 6099 Meeting ID: 991 8650 
8662 Passcode: visit 

 

‘Tis the Season 
Important Holiday Instructions: Remove cat before 

lighting, photo courtesy of Rev. Terri Pahucki 

 

Buying Gifts this Holiday Season? 
Buy Local.  
Support Black Lives and Black Owned businesses. 
Find these in our community: 
https://hvmag.com/life-style/beauty-
shopping/black-owned-businesses-hudson-valley/ 
 
If shopping online, Oprah Winfrey’s 2020 List of 
Favorite Things is comprised of Black Owned or 
Black Led businesses: 
https://www.oprahmag.com/life/a34440116/opra
h-favorite-things-2020/ 
If you shop online, the UUCRT can benefit. A small 
percentage of your sales can be donated to UUCRT 
if you register with IGive.com or 
AmazonSmiles.com. 
-Nan Dempster 
 

Hate Group Tries to Disrupt Service; 
UUCRT Zoom Hosts React Quickly 
   Near the conclusion of reading the congregation’s 
Right Relations policy prior to its annual fall 
congregational meeting Nov. 21, the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation at Rock Tavern, 
conducting its services through Zoom and in 
person, was hacked by an organized hate group of 
about 20 people. 
    The hackers spewed obscene remarks and 
sounds and racial epithets. The congregation’s 
Zoom hosts acted quickly and cut the meeting off. 
They created and distributed a new Zoom link and 
instituted security measures to thwart the hackers 
and the annual service/meeting went on as 
planned. 
  It was not the first time that the fellowship had 
been targeted by hate groups. In 2017, the 
congregation’s roadside signs were vandalized and 
stolen. 
    The congregation’s leadership is weighing its 
response to the incident and will be implementing 
more security measures. 
   “We all know that there are ignorant and 
malignant people in the world, but it is always a 

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuucrt.org%2Fhow-to-stay-connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C53005f9a991f4a7278e208d7d34c7bc9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637210197747539689&sdata=a7r0%2FnLb7zLY7JDvRc4cc%2By9xGKCdNWIicXl%2B5%2BWB0s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuucrt.org%2Fhow-to-stay-connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C53005f9a991f4a7278e208d7d34c7bc9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637210197747539689&sdata=a7r0%2FnLb7zLY7JDvRc4cc%2By9xGKCdNWIicXl%2B5%2BWB0s%3D&reserved=0
https://zoom.us/j/92438355130
https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMVN1T0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09
https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMVN1T0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09
https://hvmag.com/life-style/beauty-shopping/black-owned-businesses-hudson-valley/
https://hvmag.com/life-style/beauty-shopping/black-owned-businesses-hudson-valley/
https://www.oprahmag.com/life/a34440116/oprah-favorite-things-2020/
https://www.oprahmag.com/life/a34440116/oprah-favorite-things-2020/
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shock when you are personally confronted by those 
with evil intent,” Congregation President Patrick 
O’Neill said. “It is especially upsetting to realize 
that an organized mob would plot to attack a 
church service.  As we have some indications of the 
origin, we can certainly report this.  Bullies choose 
soft targets and don’t expect to face 
consequences.” 
   The incident was documented and reported to 
state and local police. 

Accessing Zoom and Order of Service 
   Virtual Sunday services are exclusively through Zoom. 
The Zoom link will change each Sunday. You can access 
the online and call-in link through Zoom by: 

• Opening the UUCRT email alert now being sent 

out on Fridays and clicking on the Zoom link 

there or dialing the listed phone number and 

entering listed access code.  

• You will then be ushered into a “waiting room” 

to be verified before entering the service. 

• Going to www.UUCRT.org and clicking on the 

Zoom link on the right hand side of the page. 

    We use Constant Contact, a commercial email 
provider, to distribute our emails because of its robust 

database and tracking 
functions. However, 
some email servers, 
Outlook and Hotmail, 
for instance, may 

funnel our emails to your junk or spam folder. You 
won’t know that this is happening unless you open 
those folders and look for the UUCRT email alert. When 
you find it, open it and mark it “not junk” or “safe”. It 
should now appear in your inbox on a regular basis. 
    Other email providers often have a similar approach.  
If you have a gmail address, for instance, our email alert 
may appear in your “Promotions” folder. You have the 
option of making that email appear in your regular 
inbox by hovering your cursor over the email contact 
name until a pop up appears where you can click on 
“add to contacts”. 
    If you are still having difficulties accessing the email 
alerts, you can Google the issue noting the name of 
your email provider to get assistance or contact 
johnpkinney@hotmail.com for further help. 

Take a Video Tour of the UUCRT 
   If you are looking for an introduction to (or reminder 
of) who, what and why we are the UUCRT, please click 
on for a video tour from our former minister, the Rev. 
Chris J. Antal: 
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-
tour-uucrt-rev-chris/ 
   You’ll spend the next 25 minutes in an informative and 
refreshing message.   Check it out!  You’ll be glad you 
did. 

 
 

Past Services now on YouTube 
      Did you miss a program or wish to reflect again on 

one you attended? Go to our 
YouTube channel to view past 
services. You can find it by 
clicking on the YouTube icon 
on the top right of our Home 

page or by clicking here 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcN
SwTVYK3cA 
Major thanks to our social media wizard Kris McGrath! 

Learn to be a  ZOOM Host!  
   Exciting opportunity available. Learn to be a Zoom 
host. Become a part of the team that keeps the UUCRT 
virtual Sunday services going, using the UUCRT Zoom 
account. Amazing rewards, include karma points and 
virtual happiness and contentment for keeping us all 

http://www.uucrt.org/
mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-tour-uucrt-rev-chris/
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-tour-uucrt-rev-chris/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcNSwTVYK3cA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcNSwTVYK3cA
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connected. Many opportunities for advancement! Email 
info.uucrt.org 
 

WE ARE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS 
(Transcription of UUA video narration at the Nov. 
21st service prior to the fall Congregational 
Meeting) 
We are Unitarian Universalists. 
   We are people of many paths who are brave, 
curious, and compassionate thinkers and doers. 
Everyday people are inundated with information, 
overwhelmed by demands, and pulled by a culture 
that seeks to divide us from the web of life. 
    Unitarian Universalism reconnects, bringing 

people together with 
meaning and 
inspiration. 
We are a house without 
walls, a congregation 
without spiritual limits, 

and a movement that calls you to put more faith in 
yourself, your community, and your beliefs.  
   We are a faith that honors your mind, your heart, 
and your journey.   
   Simply put, we are a guided path towards a 
better you and a better world. 
   Grounded in hundreds of years of thoughtful 
religious communities, we are a people of many 
generations, ethnicities, genders and sexualities, 
and spiritual backgrounds. 
   People engaged in making the world a better 
place. 
   People focused in what really matters:  love, 
justice, integrity, and hope. 
   Unitarian Universalists have different beliefs, but 
shared values. 
   We are Unitarian Universalists, and at the same 
time, we may also be agnostic, Buddhist, Christian, 
Hindu, humanist, Jewish, Muslim, pagan, atheist, 
believers in God, and those who let the great 
mystery be. 
    The diversity of belief you will find in a Unitarian 
Universalist community is one of our strengths. 

   We are always learning how to see the world 
from a different perspective. 
   What unites us are our core Principles that 
uphold seven real world values 

• Believing in the worthiness of every person 

• Showing compassion and fairness 

• Accepting others for who they are 

• Growing through a personal search for truth 

• Leading with democratic spirit 

• Working for justice 

• Understanding that everything is 

interconnected 

   Seven days a week Unitarian Universalists live 
these principles by doing. 
   When we gather, we worship, reflect, and remind 
ourselves what matters most in life. 
   Whatever our age, we learn to live with more 
wisdom, more awareness, more gratitude, and 
more soul. 
   We show our values by showing up to answer the 
call for social justice. 
   We have a track record of siding with love for civil 
rights, LGBTQ equality, immigration reform, 
environmental sustainability, reproductive justice, 
racial justice, and more. 
   Find what it means to live your deepest values 
out loud. 
   Join us on this extraordinary adventure of faith. 
 

   The Chalice Light is the official newsletter of the 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock Tavern. 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 502, Washingtonville, NY, 
10992-0502. Phone 845-496-9696. 
   Editors:  Nan Dempster, John P. Kinney 
Print distribution and Webmaster: Kris McGrath, 
aa.uucrt@gmail.com 
Website: www.uucrt.org 
Please send news labeled “For Chalice Light” to 
johnpkinney@hotmail.com 
 and nandempster@hotmail.com by the 15th of the 
month.

mailto:info@uucrt.org
http://www.uucrt.org/
mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com
mailto:nandempster@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 


