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Calendar 
 
Nov 1: 7 pm: NEW Online movie discussion group. 
Link below 
Nov 7: 8:30 am: Board of Trustees meets. 
Nov 15: 7 pm: Online open book discussion. Link 

below. 

Nov 21: 10.45am: Congregational Meeting. This 

will be a multi-platform meeting. 

Save the Date: 

Dec 11: Noon-3pm Gallery Opening at UUCRT 

View the works of sculptor Eric Stein. See below. 
 

Sunday Services  
   Our Sunday services will be conducted in person 
and/or through telephone and Internet at 10:30 
a.m. They are led by members of Sunday Services 
Ministry or guest speakers. Check the weekly email 
alerts and the website – www.uucrt.org – for 
details. 
   We welcome all seekers regardless of age, creed, 
race, ability/disability, class, sexual orientation, and 
gender identity. 
 
Nov 7: Rev. Dr. Chris J. Antal, Mr. Khan’s Evacuation 
Request. A U.S. permanent resident who was living 

in New York is now trapped in Kabul and asking for 
our help.  
Zoom 
 

Nov 14: Rev. Dr. Leonisa Ardizzone, Teaching Peace, 
Embodying Peace. The world is calling for 
transformation and peace education offers an 
accessible model for a more thoughtful, critical, 
and systemic way of understanding conflict, 
violence, and the possibility for a more just and 
sustainable future. Join Rev. Dr. Leonisa Ardizzone 
to explore ways to know peace, teach peace, and 
embody peace.  
   Rev. Dr. Ardizonne is a Unitarian Universalist 
Community Minister, Ulster County, NY 
Affiliate Minister, 4th Universalist Society in the 
City of New York 
This will be a Multi-Platform service – Zoom and in 
person. 
 

Nov 21: A brief service will be followed by our 
November Congregational Meeting. 
This will be Multi Platform -- Zoom and in person. 

 
Nov 28: Patrick O'Neill,   
Protests, Demonstrations and Reactions 

 

President’s Message 
   Religious organizations that employ a full-time (or 
some approximation of a permanent) Minister (or 
Rabbi, or Imam, or Priest, or Druid) can count of a 
certain tone of sermons, with a consistent message 
reinforced week after week.   
   As a UU congregation, there is a general 
welcoming of a variety of viewpoints, and not test 
of dogma.  In our current circumstance in Rock 
Tavern, lacking a called minister, we have relied on 
homilies by our members and guest speakers. 
   Together, we have obtained an exceptional level 
of presentations each week, on a plethora of 
topics.  Still, the question sometimes arises: Does 
this meet our spiritual needs?  Are we meeting the 
expectations of a religious community in this area? 

http://www.uucrt.org/
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    There is a basic word here, “spiritual.”  In some 
religions this has a specific definition related to the 
worship of a supreme being.  In other religions, this 
word can mean relating to an inner state of 
awareness or contemplation.  In others, practices 
outside oneself to improve the world are spiritual 
practices.   
   I believe we’ve had a mixture (perhaps an uneven 
mixture) of each of these perspectives from our 
Sunday speakers. 
    Is this what we’re looking for, and what we need 
at this point in time?  November’s congregation 
meeting will afford us the opportunity to discuss 
this topic.   
--Patrick O’Neill 
 

Notes from the Board 
   The Congregational Meeting will take place Nov 
21, 2021. 
   The Membership Survey results have been shared 
with the Ministries of the congregation and 
feedback requested. The Survey responses will be 
shared with members and friends at the 
Congregational meeting.  
   The Board voted to display the notice that 
vaccinations are required to enter the building, and 
non-vaccinated individuals are encouraged to 
participate in services via Zoom. 
   Health and safety issues have arisen at Multi 
Platform services due to participants removing 
masks during/after the service. Masks are required 
at all times in the building and must be kept on 
during services. Singing and coffee after services 
will take place outside. Disposable masks will be on 
hand in the building.  
   After 10 years, John Kinney is stepping down as 
the liaison between The UUCRT and The Birch 
School. A motion was passed to approve Jim Tarvin 
as the liaison.   
   Multi-Platform services require more technology 
and 2 Zoom hosts being available in the sanctuary 
to provide the services. Hence the Multi-Platform 
programs do not take place on any particular 
Sunday of the month. 

   Large projects on the horizon include ventilation 
upgrade* and parking lot lights. 
* MERV 13 filters have been installed in each of the 
air returns in the building. 
Running the ventilation, even without AC or heat, 
will provide protection against virus in the air, 
according to the advice the Birch School received 
from NYS Education Department. 
 

Care Team Ministry 

   The mission of the Care Team Ministry is to 

provide support and encouragement to members 

and friends of the congregation by tending to their 

emotional, spiritual and 

material needs and to 

cultivate a feeling of 

community at the UUCRT.   

The best way to request a 

phone call or visit from the 

Care Team is through our email address 

CareTeam.uucrt@gmail.com. We will continue to 

be accessible to congregants virtually and in-

person at most Sunday services. 

The Care Team is not a crisis intervention service.  

Anyone who is experiencing a physical, emotional 

or mental emergency should contact an emergency 

response service, like 911.  

 

Report from UUCRT envoy to the 
UUUN, Markly Wilson 

   I participated in the October national UUA envoys 
meeting. 
   Here from the perspective of Bruce Knots, our 
Director of the UUA International office at the 
United Nations is the state of affairs: 
    A. There’s somewhat of a civil society revolt right 
now at the UN. We want to get inside the  
UN, but aren’t given access. Diplomats and heads 
of state were able to be in the building during UN 
General Assembly, as were the press, but civil 
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society couldn’t be there. Human Rights Watch and 
Amnesty International have put out strong 
messages asking when we’ll get access to the UN. 
The UN understandably wants to protect their 
people, and there are thousands of civil society 
organizations so it would increase dramatically the 
density of people. They might need to come up 
with a vaccine verification protocol. 
 
   B. Meanwhile we continue to meet on Zoom with 
UN Staff and with Permanent Representatives from 
security council. Lots going on – COP26 of course. 
Terrible things in Myanmar, Tigray/Ethiopia.  
Thanks to congregants at Community Church NYC I 
learned what was happening in Tigray earlier than 
anyone else at the UN and was able to start asking 
questions. For other congregations who may have 
connections: Let us know what you’re hearing 
about so we can start probing to see what’s 
happening. 
 
   C. Syria needs humanitarian assistance, and the 
UN continues to struggle to get access.  
Big focus on Afghanistan: Secretary-General 
António Guterres has said he doesn’t believe in 
collective punishment – does not like Taliban 
government but that doesn’t mean people  
should starve to death. Working hard to get 
humanitarian access to relive the dire medical and 
food crisis in the country. 
 
   D. Many urgent items: 
Nuclear weapons continue to be an urgent crisis.  
North Korea is testing missiles. 
Systemic racism. 
Demilitarization of police – people of color and 
marginalized communities targeted in U.S. 
and so many other countries. 
 
   None of this is back burner stuff. All needs urgent 

action and puts a strain on the UN.  

It’s the member states that actually do the work – 

UN encourages countries to do work. 

We need to push governments from our side too as 

citizens. 

 

   Feedback welcomed 

Markly Wilson - UUCRT Envoy at the UUUN 

 

 

You Are Invited! 

  You are invited to join me in person or on Zoom 
at my Ordination Ceremony on Sunday, November 
14th at 3PM! 
  The act of ordination allows congregations to 
acknowledge and affirm the minister’s call to live 
their life in service of Unitarian Universalism, and it 
also confers the title of Reverend. I will be ordained 
by my internship congregation, the Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship of Northern Westchester, 
and by the Unitarian Universalist Congregation in 
Stamford, where I am currently serving as Minister. 
  The service will include recognition of UUCRT as 
my sponsoring and supporting congregation on this 
journey to ordained ministry! I hope you will join 
me for this celebration of our living tradition. For 
more information, please check the eblast or email 
info.uucrt@gmail.com. 
In peace, 
Terri Pahucki 
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Rock Tavern UU Presents 
Sculptor Eric Stein’s Works  
   ROCK TAVERN -- You probably know what goes 
into creating a sculpture – carving, modeling, 
castings, construction. But what life forces help 
create a sculptor? 
    A decades long journey through engineering and 
art schools, travel and study through Italy, teaching 
at the college level, painting, designing, sculpting 
and creating an art handling business in an old 
pickle factory in Brooklyn were some of the 
building blocks of internationally renowned 
sculptor Eric Stein’s career.  

   You can find 
his works – 
both 
monumental 
and small – in 
galleries, 
shows and 
parks 
throughout 
the United 
States. And, 
in December, 
you can view 
some of his 
creations at 
the Unitarian 
Universalist 
Congregation 
at Rock 
Tavern. The 
gallery 

opening will be Saturday, Dec. 11, from noon to 3 
p.m. After that, the gallery will be open by 
appointment on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays by 
calling Mike Landrum at 845-851-6024.   
   Stein’s journeys through the worlds of art, 
academia and business have taken him to Europe, 
Chicago, Ohio, Buffalo, New York City and other 
locales. He eventually settled in the Orange County 

hamlet of Huguenot where he now works 
predominantly on large, fabricated steel pieces in 
his spacious studio. 
    He has an Associate’s Degree in Civil Engineering, 
a Bachelor of Arts degree and a Masters of Fine 
Arts. 
   “My work is about and derived from energy” 
Stein writes. “An expected or present explosion 
or an interpretation of an idea and occasionally a 
historic event. My sculpture generally grows 
from a specific point of interest and pushes me 
to expand upon first reactions and dig deeper 
into getting the viewer to stop and re-think 
either their position or understanding. Being in 
the moment to allow for one’s own explorations 
and reactions to happen. My sculpture may take 
a single idea, sometimes referenced in the title 
and freeze it for further consideration.” 
   The UUCRT is located at 9 Vance Road in the 
New Windsor hamlet of Rock Tavern. The public 
is invited to the noon Dec. 11 opening where 
there will be art as well as refreshments.  
 

We love Movies! 
   A new interest group has been formed. Some of 
us thought it would be fun to watch a movie on our 
own, then meet via Zoom to discuss it. The virtual 
meetings will be held on the 1st Monday of the 
month at 7 pm. On Monday, November 1 we will 
discuss My Octopus Teacher which can be found on 
Netflix. We would welcome your participation. The 
Zoom link can be found on the UUCRT website. 
 

The UUCRT Book Group meets via Zoom 

on the 3rd Monday of the month at 7 pm. For the 
November 15 meeting, we will read The Grapes of 
Wrath by John Steinbeck.  
The selection for the December 20 discussion is Love 
Medicine by Louise Erdrich. If you are interested but 
haven't finished, or even started, reading the book, join 
us anyway. The Zoom link can be found on the UUCRT 

website. 
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COVID relief food delivery; 

Birch Students Pitch In 

    We are still delivering to 11+ local families and are 
calling for your help to pick up food from Middletown 
(once every 2 weeks) and drop off at UUCRT. Also need 
help for individual delivery to homes in New Windsor and 
Newburgh (once every 2 weeks). 
   An added bonus to having the Birch School with us is that 
the students baked cookies for the families we deliver to 
and help carry the bags to and from the delivery cars. 
    Contact Bill Domanico for more information on how to 
assist. 
 

 

 
 

Staying Connected 
   Staying connected is important. Here’s a link to 
the UUCRT web page providing helpful 
information http://uucrt.org/how-to-stay-
connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time/ 
 
Movie Discussion, first Mondays 7-8.30pm 
Nov 1: My Octopus Teacher (Netflix)  
 
https://zoom.us/j/92438355130 
Password - movie 
 
Open Book Discussion, third Mondays 7-8.30pm 

Nov 15: The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck.  
Dec 20: Love Medicine by Louise Erdrich.  
 
https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMV
N1T0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09 
1 929 205 6099 Meeting ID: 966 3436 
4686 Passcode: 341013 
 
Fridays 5pm Happy Hour We’ll meet for our 
weekly Friday happy hour and join together to 
celebrate our fellowship and friendship. Make 
yourself a cocktail, a cup of hot chocolate or pour a 
glass of your favorite. Pop in weekly and say hello!! 
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1
YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09 
1 929 205 6099 Meeting ID: 991 8650 
8662 Passcode: visit 
 

Sunday Afternoons Outside the UU 
   An informal gathering happens Sundays at 2, 
weather permitting, at the picnic tables behind the 
Sanctuary. It’s a fun and safe way to reconnect in 
person. 
 

Buying Gifts this Holiday Season? 
  Buy Local. Small Business Saturday on November 
27,2021. 
   Support Black Lives and Black Owned businesses. 
Find these in our community: 
https://hvmag.com/life-style/beauty-
shopping/black-owned-businesses-hudson-valley/ 
 
If shopping online, Oprah Winfrey’s 2020 List of 
Favorite Things is comprised of Black Owned or 
Black Led businesses: 
https://www.oprahmag.com/life/a34440116/opra
h-favorite-things-2020/ 
 
If you shop online, the UUCRT can benefit. A small 
percentage of your sales can be donated to UUCRT 
if you register with IGive.com or 
AmazonSmiles.com. 
-Nan Dempster 

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuucrt.org%2Fhow-to-stay-connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C53005f9a991f4a7278e208d7d34c7bc9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637210197747539689&sdata=a7r0%2FnLb7zLY7JDvRc4cc%2By9xGKCdNWIicXl%2B5%2BWB0s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuucrt.org%2Fhow-to-stay-connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C53005f9a991f4a7278e208d7d34c7bc9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637210197747539689&sdata=a7r0%2FnLb7zLY7JDvRc4cc%2By9xGKCdNWIicXl%2B5%2BWB0s%3D&reserved=0
https://zoom.us/j/92438355130
https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMVN1T0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09
https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMVN1T0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09
https://hvmag.com/life-style/beauty-shopping/black-owned-businesses-hudson-valley/
https://hvmag.com/life-style/beauty-shopping/black-owned-businesses-hudson-valley/
https://www.oprahmag.com/life/a34440116/oprah-favorite-things-2020/
https://www.oprahmag.com/life/a34440116/oprah-favorite-things-2020/
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Past Services now on YouTube 
      Did you miss a program or 
wish to reflect again on one 
you attended? Go to our 
YouTube channel to view past 
services. You can find it by 

clicking on the YouTube icon on the top right of our 
Home page or by clicking here 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcN
SwTVYK3cA 
Major thanks to our social media wizard Kris McGrath! 

THE UU WANTS YOU TO ZOOM!  
   Exciting opportunity available. Learn to be a Zoom 
host. Become a part of the team that keeps the UUCRT 
virtual Sunday services going, using the UUCRT Zoom 
account. Amazing rewards, include karma points and 
virtual happiness and contentment for keeping us all 
connected. Many opportunities for advancement! Email 
info.uucrt.org 

 

Accessing Zoom and Order of Service 
   Virtual Sunday services are exclusively through Zoom. 
The Zoom link will be the same each Sunday. You can 
access the online and call-in link through Zoom by: 

• Opening the UUCRT email alert now being sent 

out on Fridays and clicking on the Zoom link 

there or dialing the listed phone number and 

entering listed access code. 

• Going to www.UUCRT.org and clicking on the 

Zoom link on the right hand side of the page. 

   Similarly, you can now access the Order of Service 
through the weekly email alert and on the 
www.uucrt.org home and upcoming services pages. 
    We use Constant Contact, a commercial email 
provider, to distribute our emails because of its robust 
database and tracking functions. However, some email 
servers, Outlook and Hotmail, for instance, may funnel 
our emails to your junk or spam folder. You won’t know 
that this is happening unless you open those folders and 
look for the UUCRT email alert. When you find it, open 
it and mark it “not junk”. It should now appear in your 
inbox on a regular basis. 

    Other email providers often have a similar approach.  
If you have a gmail address, for instance, our email alert 
may appear in your “Promotions” folder. You have the 
option of making that email appear in your regular 
inbox by hovering your cursor over the email contact 
name until a pop up appears where you can click on 
“add to contacts”. 
    If you are still having difficulties accessing the email 
alerts, you can Google the issue noting the name of 
your email provider to get assistance or contact 
johnpkinney@hotmail.com for further help. 

 
Take a Video Tour of the UUCRT 
   If you are looking for an introduction to (or reminder 
of) who, what and why we are the UUCRT, please click 
on for a video tour from our former minister, the Rev. 
Chris J. Antal: 
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-
tour-uucrt-rev-chris/ 
   You’ll spend the next 25 minutes in an informative and 
refreshing message.   Check it out!  You’ll be glad you 
did. 
 

   The Chalice Light is the official newsletter of the 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock Tavern. 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 502, Washingtonville, NY, 
10992-0502. Phone 845-496-9696. 
   Editors:  Nan Dempster, John P. Kinney 
Print distribution and Webmaster: Kris McGrath, 
aa.uucrt@gmail.com 
Website: www.uucrt.org 
Please send news labeled “For Chalice Light” to 
johnpkinney@hotmail.com 
 and nandempster@hotmail.com by the 15th of the 
month.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcNSwTVYK3cA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcNSwTVYK3cA
mailto:info@uucrt.org
http://www.uucrt.org/
http://www.uucrt.org/
mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-tour-uucrt-rev-chris/
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-tour-uucrt-rev-chris/
http://www.uucrt.org/
mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com
mailto:nandempster@hotmail.com
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