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Calendar 
 
Oct. 3: 8:30 am: Board of Trustees meet. 
 
Oct. 6, 7 p.m. Poets discuss their inspiration. Zoom 
link below  . 
 
Monday, Oct. 18, 7pm: Online open book 

discussion. Link below. 
 

Sunday Services  
   Our Sunday services will be conducted in person 
and/or through telephone and Internet at 10:30 
a.m. They are led by members of Sunday Services 
Ministry or guest speakers. Check the weekly email 
alerts and the website – www.uucrt.org – for 
details. 
   We welcome all seekers regardless of age, creed, 
race, ability/disability, class, sexual orientation, and 
gender identity. 
 
Oct. 3 : Offered by Charles Moore Dir. Of 
Operation for Rehabilitation though the Arts. 
   Mission Statement: RTA uses the transformative 
power of the arts to help people in prison develop 
skills to unlock their potential & succeed in the 
larger community. Zoom only. 

 
Oct. 10: Offered by Linda Mangelsdorf . 
Abundance. 
   Does our understanding/belief/knowing and/or 
trust--or lack thereof--- that 'there is enough' color 
our daily lives?  The service includes a New 
Member Ceremony. This will be a multi platform 
service offered in person at the UUCRT and via 
Zoom. 
 
Oct. 17: Offered by Bill Domanico.  Inspiration of 
Walking in Solitude 
   How walking alone can help open our mind, body 
and spirit. Zoom only. 
 
Oct. 24: Rubyanna Kaiser. A Response to World 
Suffering: The Bruderhof  
    A presentation that introduces the UUCRT to the 
Bruderhof, a Christian Community in Orange 
County, and what this group does to help heal the 
world. Zoom only. 
 
Oct.31: Rev. Peter Fairbrother. Trick or treat?  
   Some consider that the modern-day celebration 
of Hallowe'en has its origins in the ancient Celtic 
festival of Samhain (summer’s end): a time marking 
the end of the harvest season and the fall back into 
winter. A mysterious time, a potent time, a time 
when the seemingly long hidden is at last 
revealed... As the days shorten and the nights grow 
longer and colder, dare we accept the season's 
invitation: to explore what exists in the dark? Rev. 
Fairbrother is an ordained OneSpirit Interfaith 
Minister He served from 2018-2021 in Edinburgh , 
St Marks Unitarian Church. Zoom only. 

President’s Message 
   “May you live in interesting times” is reportedly 
an ancient curse.  We live in interesting times.  We 
see the results of anger and bigotry in Syria, 
Afghanistan, in our political arena and in our own 
communities. 
   We see nightly scenes of injustice, environmental 
disaster, and denunciations of reason. With the 
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cultural polarization and with the social isolation 
resulting from the pandemic, it occasionally seems 
that the only civil and respectful exchange of views 
available are within our UU congregation. 
   When I contemplate the condition of our world, I 
find it useful to reflect on the evidence that there 
has been some progress with our species.  I 
remember personally encountering segregated 
restaurants in North Carolina and racially-separate 
restrooms in Florida.  I remember cars spewing out 
visible exhaust and waterways devoid of fish.  I 
remember as a child participating in schoolroom 
drills to get under the desk if there is a nuclear war 
happening.  I remember when half of Europe was 
living under dictators.  
    We certainly haven’t overcome racism, 
environmental threats, and denial of freedom, but 
perhaps the perpetrators of these wrongs are 
getting worried.   If we work together, we can leave 
a little less mess for our successors.  
   The UUCRT, once again, has benefited from the 
presentations arranged by the Sunday Services 
Ministry.  In September, we had moving talks 
from Rev. Jack Donovan, Dr. Lori Rugle, and from 
our own Mike Landrum and Jay 
Beaumont.  Hearing the variety of topics and ideas 
from outside speakers and members of our 
congregation has been a winning combination in 
this period of austerity.   
   Since moving to New York (having spent more 
than half our lives in California), Rose and I have 
been delighted to experience this thing called 
Autumn. 
    The delight of fall is best shared with 
friends.  After the Sunday Service October 3 
(weather permitting), we’ll have a coffee/social 
gathering on our property on Vance Road at 2 PM 
(when there will be warmth and light).  The 
following week, after service, we can again gather 
outdoors, and enjoy community (in a spiritual 
manner, of course).  
 
John Patrick O’Neill, Ph.D. 
 

Care Team Ministry 

   The mission of the Care Team Ministry is to 

provide support and encouragement to members 

and friends of the congregation by tending to their 

emotional, spiritual and material 

needs and to cultivate a feeling 

of community at the UUCRT.   

The best way to request a 

phone call or visit from the Care 

Team is through our email address 

CareTeam.uucrt@gmail.com. We will continue to 

be accessible to congregants virtually and in-

person at most Sunday services. 

The Care Team is not a crisis intervention service.  

Anyone who is experiencing a physical, emotional 

or mental emergency should contact an emergency 

response service like 911.  

Three Area Poets to Reveal the 
Personal Stories Behind their Poems  
    It isn’t often that the magician reveals the 
deception that enables him to confound the 
audience and rarely 
does a famous chef 
list the ingredients 
in her most sought-
after recipes.  
Writers are much 
the same; some 
things are too 
personal, too private 
to share.  Often 
their best work comes out of human tragedy, 
personal failings, love lost or conversely, 
sometimes out of totally unexpected joy.  
    But on Wednesday night, Oct. 6th, at 7 p.m. such 
a series of revelations will take place.  And because 
it will be a Zoom event, you can be a witness to 
these revelations.  Sponsored by the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation at Rock Tavern, three 
area poets:  Mary Makofske, Joel Solonche, and 
Celia Reissig will participate in “The Story Behind 

           J.R.Solonche 
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the Poem.”  The link to this event can be found on 
the website of uucrt.org.   

    Mary Makofske’s  latest 
books are World Enough, 
and Time (Kelsay, 2017) and 
Traction (Ashland, 2011), 
winner of the Richard 
Snyder Prize. Her poems 
have appeared in dozens of 
literary journals, on Poetry 
Daily, and in nineteen 
anthologies. 
www.marymakofske.com.   
    J. R. Solonche, Professor 
Emeritus of English at SUNY 

Orange, has published poetry in more than 400 
magazines, journals, and anthologies since the 
early 70s, including The New Criterion, The New 
York Times, The Progressive, Poetry Northwest, 
Salmagundi, The Literary Review, The Sun, and The 
American Journal of Poetry.  
     Celia Ressig is a Professor of English at Mercy 
College, New York. Reissig’s creative work has been 
published in journals and magazines.  Her creative 
non-fiction piece “Where Oblivion Shall Not Dwell” 
was published in 2016 in the book Home an 
Imagined Landscape (editor, Marjorie Agosin, Solis 
Press).  In 2020, Huellas/Traces, a collection of 
Reissig’s poetry and a 1-act play, was published by 
Edititorial Dunken (Buenos Aires, Argentina).   
     Don’t miss this opportunity to look behind the 
curtain!   
  The Zoom link is  https://zoom.us/j/92356076463 
This program is presented and MC’d by Jim Tarvin. 
  

 
  Saler Featured in Solo Art Exhibit 
   The Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock 
Tavern presents a solo exhibit by award-winning 
artist Mitchell Saler.  On display are 25 of his 
realistic oil landscape paintings.  The exhibit will be 
on view until October 31, 2021. 
   His paintings encompass scenes of the local 
Hudson Valley area, the Catskills, the Finger Lakes 
region, and more.  In his landscapes, he enjoys 
conveying vastness, dramatic lighting, and 
atmospheric effects.  
     Mitchell Saler 
states, “After the 
pandemic delayed this 
exhibit for so long, it is 
wonderful to finally be 
holding it at this 
beautiful 
location.  Thank you to 
the congregation and 
the Wallkill River 
School of Art in 
Montgomery, NY for 
coordinating the 
show.”   
    The exhibit may be 

viewed by appointment 

on Friday evenings, 

Saturdays, and 

Sundays.  To make an 

appointment 

     Mary Makofske 

 

Mitchell Saler discusses his 

painting during the 

September reception at the 

UUCRT 

https://zoom.us/j/92356076463


October  2021 UUCRT Newsletter 

4 

 

email  mitchellsaler@mitchellsaler.com.  The 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock Tavern 
is at 9 Vance Road, Rock Tavern, NY.  You can also 
view the show online 
at mitchellsaler.com/uucrtsoloshow. 
 
  Mitchell Saler is a member of the Salmagundi 
Club, a Board Member of the Wallkill River School, 
a member of the North East Watercolor Society, 
the Goshen Art League, the Orange County Arts 
Council, the Middletown Art Group, the River 
Valley Artists Guild, the Monroe Arts Society, and 
Artists in the Parks.  
    He graduated with an Associate Degree in Visual 
Arts from SUNY Orange in Middletown, NY, and 
received a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Painting 
and Drawing, summa cum laude, from SUNY New 
Paltz.  He has received awards in various art 
exhibits including two awards from the Salmagundi 
Club.  He lives in Middletown, NY, and teaches an 
art class at the Mulberry House Senior Center as 
well as private lessons.  His website 
is www.mitchellsaler.com.  He can also be found on 
Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/mitchellsalerartist and on 
Instagram at https://instagram.com/mitchellsaler. 
 

To members of the UUCRT: 
Thank you so much for the generous gifts and 
beautiful service on August 28th, to honor the 
memory of our son Alexander.   Your kindness was 
appreciated from the bottom of our hearts.  
   ---the Gilkeson family 
 

Book Club to Meet Oct. 18 at 7 p.m. 
The UUCRT Book Group will meet the 3rd Monday, 
October 18, at 7 pm. via Zoom. The book selectIon 
is Native Son by Richard Wright. Join us for a lively 
discussion. The Zoom link is on the UUCRT website. 
 

 
 

 
Staying Connected 
   Staying connected is important. Here’s a link to 
the UUCRT web page providing helpful 
information http://uucrt.org/how-to-stay-
connected-to-the-uucrt-during-this-difficult-time/ 
 
Open Book Discussion, third Mondays 7-8.30pm 
Oct. 18: Native Son by Richard Wright 

 
https://zoom.us/j/96634364686?pwd=aklyNStYMV
N1T0RoSFZsL0NON0l2dz09 
1 929 205 6099 Meeting ID: 966 3436 
4686 Passcode: 341013 
 
Fridays 5pm Happy Hour We’ll meet for our 
weekly Friday happy hour and join together to 
celebrate our fellowship and friendship. Make 
yourself a cocktail, a cup of hot chocolate or pour a 
glass of your favorite. Pop in weekly and say hello!! 
https://zoom.us/j/99186508662?pwd=NWhQR2g1
YmQvNVMrcDRtYnlBN25NZz09 
1 929 205 6099 Meeting ID: 991 8650 
8662 Passcode: visit 
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Past Services now on YouTube 
      Did you miss a program or 
wish to reflect again on one 
you attended? Go to our 
YouTube channel to view past 
services. You can find it by 

clicking on the YouTube icon on the top right of our 
Home page or by clicking here 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIV6u9cFRDdcN
SwTVYK3cA 
Major thanks to our social media wizard Kris McGrath! 

THE UU WANTS YOU TO ZOOM!  
   Exciting opportunity available. Learn to be a Zoom 
host. Become a part of the team that keeps the UUCRT 
virtual Sunday services going, using the UUCRT Zoom 
account. Amazing rewards, include karma points and 
virtual happiness and contentment for keeping us all 
connected. Many opportunities for advancement! Email 
info.uucrt.org 

 

Accessing Zoom and Order of Service 
   Virtual Sunday services are exclusively through Zoom. 
The Zoom link will be the same each Sunday. You can 
access the online and call-in link through Zoom by: 

• Opening the UUCRT email alert now being sent 

out on Fridays and clicking on the Zoom link 

there or dialing the listed phone number and 

entering listed access code. 

• Going to www.UUCRT.org and clicking on the 

Zoom link on the right hand side of the page. 

   Similarly, you can now access the Order of Service 
through the weekly email alert and on the 
www.uucrt.org home and upcoming services pages. 
    We use Constant Contact, a commercial email 
provider, to distribute our emails because of its robust 
database and tracking functions. However, some email 
servers, Outlook and Hotmail, for instance, may funnel 
our emails to your junk or spam folder. You won’t know 
that this is happening unless you open those folders and 
look for the UUCRT email alert. When you find it, open 
it and mark it “not junk”. It should now appear in your 
inbox on a regular basis. 

    Other email providers often have a similar approach.  
If you have a gmail address, for instance, our email alert 
may appear in your “Promotions” folder. You have the 
option of making that email appear in your regular 
inbox by hovering your cursor over the email contact 
name until a pop up appears where you can click on 
“add to contacts”. 
    If you are still having difficulties accessing the email 
alerts, you can Google the issue noting the name of 
your email provider to get assistance or contact 
johnpkinney@hotmail.com for further help. 

 
Take a Video Tour of the UUCRT 
   If you are looking for an introduction to (or reminder 
of) who, what and why we are the UUCRT, please click 
on for a video tour from our former minister, the Rev. 
Chris J. Antal: 
http://uucrt.org/about-unitarian-universalism/video-
tour-uucrt-rev-chris/ 
   You’ll spend the next 25 minutes in an informative and 
refreshing message.   Check it out!  You’ll be glad you 
did. 
 

   The Chalice Light is the official newsletter of the 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock Tavern. 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 502, Washingtonville, NY, 
10992-0502. Phone 845-496-9696. 
   Editors:  Nan Dempster, John P. Kinney 
Print distribution and Webmaster: Kris McGrath, 
aa.uucrt@gmail.com 
Website: www.uucrt.org 
Please send news labeled “For Chalice Light” to 
johnpkinney@hotmail.com 
 and nandempster@hotmail.com by the 15th of the 
mont
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