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May, 2019 Calendar 
 
All events are held at the UUCRT unless otherwise 
noted. Italicized events are not UU sponsored but may 
be of interest to congregants.  
 
May 5, Sunday -- 8:45 a.m.: Board of Trustees 
--12-1 pm.: Write Here, Write Now                                              
Social Action Ministry 
--4 pm.:  Great Music of the Hudson                                                   
Valley Series featuring Julie Ziavras and Ken DeAngelis                            
 
May 11, Saturday – 7:30 p.m.: Hudson Valley Folk Guild 
Coffeehouse 
 
May 12, Sunday – 12-1 p.m.: Write Here, Write Now     
Social Action Ministry 
--1-2 p.m.: Care Team Ministry meets 
 
May 19, Sunday – 11a.m.: Congregational Meeting 
following service  
 
May 26, Sunday – 5:30 p.m.: Community Remembering 
Ceremony at New Windsor Cantonment 
 
 

Sunday Services  
Our Sunday services are held at 9 Vance Rd, Rock 
Tavern, NY at 10:30 a.m., unless otherwise noted. 
While we make every intention to publish an accurate 
calendar, topics may be subject to change. Please 
consult uucrt.org for the most up-to-date listings. 
We welcome all seekers regardless of age, creed, race, 
ability/disability, class, sexual orientation, and gender 
identity. 
 
May 5: Michael Nichols  
Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations 
"John Adams and the Boston Massacre" 
 
May 12: Hollis Kellogg  
 Do We Need Mystery? 
 
May 19: Terri Pahucki 
Spring Congregational Meeting 
Our lay commissioned minister will conduct a brief 
service before we adjourn to the Congregational 
Meeting 
 
May 26: Michael Nichols, Verne Belle and Diane 
Diachishin   
Memorial Day Reflections 
Where is your heart, mind, and spirit on Memorial Day 
2019? Join us to reflect together and look deeply at this 
holiday.  Please bring a short poem, music, or reading to 
share with others. 
 
Our minister, the Rev.Chris J. Antal, is on sabbatical 
from March 1 through June 30, and vacation during 
July. He will return to the UUCRT pulpit on August 11, 
2019.  

 
Reflection from the Lay 
Commissioned Minister 
   May’s Theme: Mystery 
In considering this month’s theme of mystery, I 
stumbled upon a poem by the late Mary Oliver entitled 
“Mysteries, Yes”. It is a new poem to me, and as I 
mourned the beloved poet’s death earlier this year, it is 
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a joy to discover new treasures still among her writing. I 
share this poem here with all of you: 
 

“Mysteries, Yes” 
by Mary Oliver 

Truly, we live with mysteries too marvelous 
to be understood. 
How grass can be nourishing in the 
mouths of the lambs. 
How rivers and stones are forever 
in allegiance with gravity 
while we ourselves dream of rising. 
How two hands touch and the bonds 
will never be broken. 
How people come, from delight or the 
scars of damage, 
to the comfort of a poem. 
Let me keep my distance, always, from those 
who think they have the answers. 
Let me keep company always with those who say 
"Look!" and laugh in astonishment, 
and bow their heads.” 
 
   This poem speaks to the heart of what I value in 
Unitarian Universalist spirituality: people who can hold 
the wonder of not knowing and the joy of mystery. 
Dogmatic self-righteousness abounds in our society, 
building walls between us. But open-minded curiosity 
can lead us through new doors yet to be discovered: 
natural wonders, miracles of relationship, and new 
ways of seeing. Doing this work of questioning together 
allows us to grow. 
   May our wonder lead us away from judgment and into 
learning. May we always cherish mystery at the center 
of our life together. 
 

Peace, 
Terri 
 

Getting in Touch with Terri Pahucki, 
Lay Commissioned Minister. 
 Terri will be available for pastoral care during Rev. 
Chris’s sabbatical and vacation, from March 1st through 
July 31st. You may reach her at 845-344-7336 or 
tlpahucki@gmail.com to set up an appointment.  She 
will also be present in the pulpit one Sunday a month, 
including May 19th, June 23rd, and July 28th 

Community Remembering Ceremony 
Memorial Day Eve at New Windsor Cantonment 

5:30 p.m., Sunday, May 26, 2019 
   Please join us for a Memorial Day Eve service of 
memory, grief, and hope. This 6th annual Community 
Remembering Ceremony welcomes civilians, vets, and 
military personnel to come together to remember 
stories related to war and military service that we “tend 
to ignore, want to forget, yet need to remember”. This 
year the service will include the NY Warrior Promise 
Wall, a display created to remember the stories of those 
who have taken their own lives, and to bring awareness 
to the crisis of active duty and veteran suicide. 
   The service will include story sharing, music, and 
rituals of remembrance. Terri Pahucki and Mike Nichols 
will participate in the service, along with other 
community leaders. The service is sponsored by the 
Greater Newburgh Interfaith Council, and will take place 
at the Temple of Virtue in the New Windsor 
Cantonment, located at 374 Temple Hill Rd. (Route 
300), adjacent to the Purple Heart Hall of Honor, in New 
Windsor, New York. 
 

From the Board of Trustees: 
The following motions from the approved minutes of 
the March, 2019 Board of Trustees meeting are 
presented for the Newsletter. 
 

 Jane moved that the March 2019 minutes be 
approved.  Seconded by Laura.  Carried. 

 Jane moved, seconded by Bill, that the Call to 
the Annual Meeting be delivered by 'snail mail' 
with all attachments (minutes of November 
Semi-Annual meeting, proposed budget, 
Leadership report, and votes on proposed By-
laws change re: proxy voting and flags in the 
Sanctuary) emailed.   Five copies will be printed 
for the meeting, and as in the past, any member 
can request a hard copy from the 
Administrative Assistant.  Carried. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Mangelsdorf, Secretary 
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Message From Board President 
Dear Friends and Members, 
   We will see each other at our annual May 
Congregational Meeting on the 19th when we will 
once again express ourselves democratically to set 
the course of our fellowship. These are turbulent 
times in the larger world beyond our walls, and 
they spur reflection and anxiety in us all. It was 
impossible to watch the fire of Notre Dame in Paris 
and not recall our own building’s destruction 
thirteen years ago, which plunged us into the debt 
we are still working to pay off.  
   Just as people and institutions around the world 
have contributed to the French, we have been 
fortunate in receiving the help of others. Many 
churches, individuals and organizations responded 
to our call for help - including UU’s across this 
country, and even overseas.  
   We received donations from other 
denominations, too, and must not forget the great 
generosity of St. Anne’s Episcopal in 
Washingtonville who lent us their building, gratis, 
for nearly four years while we rebuilt. We have 
been fortunate to find members at every pledge 
level, some willing to lend large sums to finance 
our new building – plus the astonishing bequest 
from the late, great Anne Beck. 
    Nor must we forget the importance of the Birch 
School to our current budget; they not only make it 
possible to hire Rev. Chris, but they also fill our 
space with good use, educating the children of our 
community five days a week. 
   The spirit of Life has showered us with blessings! 
Unfortunately, these blessings seem to be local. On 
the global scale things are looking dire. We have a 
president who is unwilling to recognize the true 
hazards of climate change and the need for action 
soon. The lives of future generations are at great 
risk.  
   The shameful treatment of migrants at our 
borders today augers poorly for the floods of 
displaced persons which will surely come if and 

when the oceans rise. Our country can become the 
standard for civilized behavior among the nations 
of the world and we UU’s are well positioned to 
offer hope and guidance. This is the time to be 
proud of our humanitarian principles, unique 
among the world’s religions. 
   Our Unitarian Universalism as first conceived by 
William Ellery Channing two hundred years ago and 
refined by the generations of ministers and 
humanists since then could only have arisen in the 
United States of America. These seven vital 
principles are echoed in our constitution. They 
have shaped our national character and won the 
admiration of the modern world.  
   The current threats by a few politicians may 
cause some to doubt our national resolve, but we 
UUs know that our institutions and traditions are 
made of stronger stuff. We must not lose heart and 
strike our colors, but bravely persevere in the face 
of these stormy times. 
   We may be only a tiny community of caring 
Americans, but our chalice holds a flame of hope 
for our planet and the human race. Can we inspire 
others to remember the covenant we all hold 
dear? Let’s try! 
In Service, 
Mike Landrum 
 

From our Ministries 
 

Stewardship and Finance 
Gratitude is the Theme for this Year’s 
Pledge Drive 
 

Our 2019-20 pledge drive was celebrated at a luncheon 
on April 14, 2019.  The theme was Gratitude. 
Approximately 30 members and friends attended. 
Dawna Clarke, of Clarke’s Deli and Ice Cream, Route 94, 
Chester, NY served delicious soup and wraps—followed 
by WOW brownies with strawberries, caramel and 
whipped cream!   Attendees were serenaded by the 
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S&F Ministry, and later joined the songfest led by Jackie 
Jordan.   Laughter prevailed! 
 
President Mike Landrum invoked the Spirit of Life, and 
we were present to how very much for which we all can 
be grateful. 
 
If somehow you have, until today, neglected to make a 
commitment to this small, viable, vibrant congregation, 
please don’t hesitate to contact our Treasurer, Alan 
Horne at Treasureer.UUCRT@gmail.com.  Alan will be 
happy to assist you! 
 
The UUCRT provides us all with much for which to be 
grateful.  We thank you for making your pledge an 
expression of that gratitude! 
 
Alan Horne, Jackie Jordan, Rebecca Jones, Linda 
Mangelsdorf 

 

 
The Stewardship and Finance Ministry hosted an 
enjoyable and entertaining catered lunch April 14 after 
services. Here, chair Linda Mangelsdorf talks about the 
congregation's finances and the need to pledge. 
 
The great enemy of the truth is very often not the lie, 
deliberate, contrived and dishonest, but the myth, 
persistent, persuasive and unrealistic.  
- John F. Kennedy 

Social Action 
Write Here!  Write Now!  (WHWN) for May 
 
Our letters this month will go to our Senators to urge 
them to take urgent action to address the climate crisis.    
Can we send a FLOOD of letters about this vital topic? 
On Mon., 5/13, our handwritten letters will be scanned 
and emailed to Washington where they will join letters 
from other UU congregations to make our voices heard.   
The writing table will be set up during coffee hour on 
Sun. May 5th and 12th.  If you prefer to write in 
advance at  home, contact Marcia Westra 
mlwestra@verizon.net for background info and sample 
letter and bring them to us by May 12. 
 
Trash to Treasure (T2T)  
Save the Date: Saturday, June 15 
 
This free, popular event is scheduled for Sat. 6/15.  Find 
those unwanted items you've been meaning to get rid 
of or haven't used in years and bring them to us on 
6/15.  And you get to take home any treasures you find 
that someone else has brought in.  (One person's trash 
is another's treasure!)  This event gives us a chance to 
help the earth, each other, and our congregation.  
There will be a Bake Sale and 50/50 Raffle as well.  Once 
again, Amanda Crowell will assist us with this, and 
gladly train two of us to do it again in the future.  We 
need YOU!  Can YOU volunteer for this?  (Contact Verne 
Bell: verneMB@aol.com.)  A flyer will be out soon with 
details.   
 
The UUCRT and its Congregants Again 
Support Knights Out Dinner 

 
       On Saturday, April 6, Verne 
Bell, Hollis Kellogg, Nan 
Dempster, and Marcia Westra 
represented the UUCRT at the 
annual Knights Out dinner held 
at West Point.  We succeeded 
once again in contributing 
$1,000 to their cause, allowing 
4 tickets to be awarded to us to 
attend the event.   
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We are given 1 ticket for every $250 we raise.  This 
dinner supports the LGBTQ community who are a part 
of all branches of the U S military.  Some of the Navy 
and Air Force members were in attendance as 
well.  Both retired and active members of this particular 
segment of the armed services attend this event, along 
with supportive colleagues.  Marcia was very pleased to 
find that there was a cadet from West Point at our table 
from her native greater Grand Rapids, Michigan area.  
    This year the transgender segment of their 
community, being under particular attack by this 
administration, was recognized, and asked to stand 
while receiving a standing ovation.  Our UU group had a 
meaningful exchange with a major in the British army 
who flew over for one day only to demonstrate their 
support for these U S troops.  She was about to retire 
after 32 years of service and told us that the 
transgender community has been recognized in their 
military for 20 years - they are way ahead of us.  
   Our conversation with one person, a now retired 
doctor who had served in the Army, was so gratifying 
that she asked to sit with us at our table.  After sharing 
that she has 2 daughters in the area and that she'd love 
to buy property here, she said that if she does, she'd 
have a church community to come to.  We were 
flattered and would love to see this come to pass!  It 
was truly gratifying to hear the stories of the young, 
soon to be officers, as well as the Legacy Award 
recipient, a former superintendent of West Point 
honored because of his support of the LGBTQ 
community.   We remain, unfortunately, the only 
church community present there and were recognized 
by name by the M. C.  
Join us next year!    
Marcia Westra 

 
Members of the Army, Navy and Air Force LGBTQ 
community at the April 6 Knights Out dinner  

Leadership  
  The Little Congregation That Could!  Have you 
checked out the history of this Congregation? We are, 
by comparison to the numbers of many, a tiny group!  
In terms of accomplishments, we are Huge!  Here is 
your opportunity to join the leadership teams that 
continues to make a difference!   
   In May, at our Congregational Meeting we will elect 
three new members to the Board of Trustees. A vacancy 
also exists on the Leadership Ministry for the 2019-2022 
term.   
   Thanks for considering these opportunities to share 
your wisdom, experience and talents. If you'd like to 
discuss the possibility of becoming one of them, please 
contact the Leadership Ministry:  
Keith Jordan kjordan101010@gmail.com.  
Nan Dempster nandempster@hotmail.com  
Linda Mangelsdorf  LNCM75@gmail.com 

 
NEWS 
The Great Music Of The Hudson 
Valley Series Presents: An Afternoon 
With Ken And Julie, May 5, at 4 p.m. 
 

   ROCK TAVERN -- The Great Music of the Hudson Valley 
series presents acoustic folk duo Ken and Julie: 
Singer/songwriter Ken DeAngelis and soprano Julie 
Ziavras at the Unitarian Universalist Meeting House at 
Rock Tavern, on 
Sunday, May 5 
at 4 p.m.  
Admission for 
the concert is a 
$20 donation. 
Refreshments 
will be served 
at intermission.   
   The husband 
and wife team 
will showcase 
their 
outstanding 
vocal 
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harmonies, lyrical voices and tight musicianship 
accompanying themselves on acoustic guitars in a 
program featuring acoustic classics, traditional and 
international folk covers and Ken’s originals.  
   The duo has appeared in concert and folk venues 
throughout the northeastern U.S. and Alaska and has 
toured six cities in Nova Scotia. Their music has been 
heard internationally, including Ellopia TV (Greece), 
National Public Radio, webcasts including The Art Music 
Coffeehouse and RelaxRadio (Australia) and was 
selected from artists throughout the world to be part of 
the compellation CD Protest Songs for A Better World. 
    Their CD The Dream is a part of the Peace Autograph 
Project collection at the International Museum of Peace 
and Solidarity in the Republic of Uzbekistan. Ken and 
Julie are recipients of the New York State Council of the 
Arts Grants.  
   "Love, energy, songwriting talent, two great and 
diverse voices... the pure talent of DeAngelis and 
Ziavras combine to generate some real gems, sparkling 
with energy and life." (Cindy Hill, CDReviews.com)  Ken 
DeAngelis' songs have been described as "effectively 
expressive of human emotions" (Dr. James Cotter, 
Times Herald Record), "each with thought provoking 
lyrics or a story to it, making their music expressive and 
riveting" (Richard Ross, The River Reporter).  
"Wonderfully detailed music that features evocative 
lyrics, lovely harmonies and melodies that stay with you 
long after you hear them."  (Steven Israel, Times Herald 
Record). 
    For more information about Ken and Julie, visit them 
at www.KenandJulie.com.  
   The UU meeting house is located at 9 Vance Road, 
New Windsor, NY 12575, just off Rt. 207 in the hamlet 
of Rock Tavern. For further information or reservations, 
contact Mike Landrum at 917-647-7893 or 
mikelandrum3@gmail.com. 
 
 

 
 

Alyssa Dann to be featured 
 at Coffeehouse on May 11 
   The Rock Tavern Chapter of the Hudson Valley Folk 
Guild, at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation at 
Rock Tavern, will be featuring Alyssa Dann on Saturday, 
May 11 at 7:30 p.m. Open mic performances will be 
available to all. Cost of admission for this event is $6 ($5 
for Folk Guild members and seniors).  

   Born in a world of music, 
Alyssa Dann is a 17 year 
old singer songwriter 
raised in the legendary 
artist enclave of 
Woodstock, NY.   At 15, 
after going to a 
songwriting camp, she 
caught the songwriting 
bug. A featured performer 
at many venues, Alyssa has 
received favorable reviews 
in the pool of professional 

singer songwriters immersing them in her folk, jazz, and 
pop style. 
   The Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock 
Tavern is located in the Town of New Windsor at 9 
Vance Road, Rock Tavern, NY, off Route 207, 3.4 miles 
west of Rte 300; or take I-84 to Exit 5A, Rte 747 south to 
Rt. 207, make a right and take the second left.  
   For more information call Keith Jordan, President of 
the Rock Tavern Chapter of the Hudson Valley Folk 
Guild, at 845-978-5620.  
 

The Chalice Light is the official newsletter of the 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock Tavern. Mailing 
address: PO Box 502, Washingtonville, NY 10992-0502. 
Phone:(845) 496-9696. 
   Our minister, the Rev. Chris J. Antal, serves us part time and is 
available two Sundays a month. He is available by appointment on 
those Sundays between 1-3pm. Contact him by email at 
antal@uuma.org to schedule an appointment. 
Editors: John P. Kinney, Mike Landrum and Nan Dempster 
Copy editor: Keith Jordan 
Print distribution: Kris McGrath 
Webmaster: Jay Beaumont – jaybeaumont49@gmail.com 
Website: www.uucrt.org 
Please send news to johnpkinney@hotmail.com by the 15th of the 
month. 

Truth is ever to be found in simplicity, and not 
in the multiplicity and confusion of things.   
 - Isaac Newton 
 


