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June, 2018 Calendar 
All events are held at the UUCRT unless otherwise 
noted. Italicized events are not UU sponsored but 
may be of interest to congregants.  
 
Every Sunday – 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Equal Exchange 
Table. 
June 3, Sunday – 9:15-10:15 a.m.  “Daring 
Democracy” Common Read book group discussion 
--Directly after services, new to the UU information 
session with Rev. Antal. 
June 5, Tuesday –  7 p.m. Orange County Psychic 
Experiences Group   
June 9, Saturday – 7:30  p.m. Hudson Valley Folk Guild 
coffee house 
June 10, Sunday – Noon, pot luck luncheon 
--Social Action Ministry meets  immediately after 
Potluck 
June 24, Sunday – 1:10 p.m. Presentation on 
preventing child gun deaths 
 

Sunday Services  
Our Sunday services are held at 9 Vance Rd, Rock 
Tavern, NY at 10:30 a.m., unless otherwise noted. 
While we make every intention to publish an accurate 
calendar, topics may be subject to change. Please 
consult uucrt.org for the most up-to-date listings. 

We welcome all seekers regardless of age, creed, race, 
ability/disability, class, sexual orientation, and gender 
identity. 
 
June 3:  What’s the Right Thing To Do? 
 Rev. Chris J. Antal 
An exploration of the meaning of justice and why it 
matters in the struggle to live a moral life. 
 
June 10:  Fear in the Age of the Black Lives 
Movement: A Dialogue   
Rev. Chris J. Antal with Vanessa Green 
What allies, co-conspirators and supporters can lend 
to the movement for Liberation of Black Lives. 
 
June 17: Guns 
Hollis Kellogg 
News continues to shock us. Why is this happening? A 
few suggestions from Hollis. 
 
June 24:  
Justice as a Spiritual Practice 
Terri Pahucki 
To “give life the shape of justice” is soul work that 
both requires and leads to personal transformation. 
Let us reflect on social engagement as a spiritual 
expression of our interconnectedness, as we continue 
to answer the calls of faith in these times. 
 
Where justice is denied, where poverty is 
enforced, where ignorance prevails, and where 
any one class is made to feel that society is an 
organized conspiracy to oppress, rob and 
degrade them, neither persons nor property will 
be safe. -  Frederick Douglass 

From Your Minister 
Rev. Chris J. Antal 
   As a community we have struggled in recent days to 
decide what is the right thing to do. We covenant to 
affirm and promote justice, equity and compassion in 
human relations. If we are morally serious about this 
covenant then we will inevitably struggle with difficult 
questions: Whose justice? Equity and compassion for 
whom?  
   The existence of this struggle is evidence of our 
moral seriousness and ought to be celebrated. I feel 
sad when, in the midst of these struggles, in the midst 
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of crucial conversations--when the stakes are high, 
when emotions run strong, and when opinions vary--
people withdraw from relationship and decide to 
leave the community. 
   People leave our religious communities for a variety 
of reasons. I invite any member of our community 
who is considering leaving to please contact me so 
that we can examine those reasons together and 
discern together the best way ahead for each of us as 
individuals and for the community as a whole.  
   I hope people with diverse points of view and 
different approaches to the way we embody our 
covenant can stay in relationship and move through 
the struggle. This kind of endurance is necessary for 
the growth of individuals and the community as a 
whole.  
See you on Sunday 
CJA 
 
“The Pledge of Allegiance says 'liberty and justice 
for all'. Which part of 'all' don't you understand?”  
― Pat Schroeder 

 
Reflection from the Lay 
Commissioned Minister 
JUSTICE 
   For the past two weeks I have spent my Mondays in 
Albany with the New York State Poor People’s 
Campaign.  The national campaign is led by the Rev. 
William Barber and composed of hundreds of activist 
organizations and faith leaders.  
   It is a call for moral revival uniting tens of thousands 
of people across the country to challenge the evils of 
systemic racism, poverty, the war economy, 
ecological devastation, and the nation’s distorted 
morality.  
   The Campaign kicked off with 40 Days of Action in 
Washington D.C. and over 30 state capitals on May 
14th that will continue through June 23rd. You can 
read more about it here: 
www.poorpeoplescampaign.org 
   When I first received the email from UUA President 
Rev. Susan Frederick Gray inviting Unitarian 
Universalists everywhere to join her in the 40 Days of 
Action, I hesitated. I recognized my own fear that 

came up when I thought about participating in 
nonviolent direct action and civil disobedience.  But I 
was deeply moved by columns in our last newsletter 
written by Rev. Chris and Jamie Capach which 
challenged me to move deeper into integrity and 
moral courage. Recalling their words, I decided to 
follow the pull in my heart to participate in the 
campaign. 
    On the first day in Albany, I felt without doubt that 
my fear could not compare to that experienced by 
immigrants, people of color, LGBTQ people, and so 
many others whose stories I hear at our opening rally.  
I heard the testimony of a woman- an undocumented 
immigrant- who was afraid to drive her kids to school 
for fear she would be stopped by a police officer, and 
walked beside a man from Brooklyn who was 
negatively impacted by the loss of affordable housing 
in his city.  
   With over a hundred others, we sang- We are not 
afraid- in and along the streets, and listened to the 
testimonies and stories of those who have been 
harmed by systemic racism, poverty, and other 
societal evils. As we chanted together:  Somebody’s 
hurting our people, and it’s gone on far too long. And 
we won’t be silent anymore.  
   That first day in Albany grounded me in a sense that 
my participation was a spiritual discipline, requiring 
intention, attention, and commitment. In fact, our 
training leader reminded us that discipline while 
marching was important to our cause, as we needed 
to stay centered and not react to those who would 
criticize or yell at us. I experienced the actions as 
expressions of faith, hope and solidarity, in the midst 
of discomfort.   
   The Poor People’s Campaign continues to grow as a 
movement of movements, of people coming together 
from many causes and walks of life, to recognize that 
we are all bound together, as Martin Luther King Jr. 
said, “in an inescapable network of mutuality.” This, I 
believe, is justice as a spiritual discipline, a way of 
living into our interconnectedness in the movement 
for social change.  
   I will continue to participate in nonviolent direct 
action with the Poor People’s Campaign on June 4th 
and June 11th. So far, I have been glad to have 
spiritual companions join me, including Verne Bell and 
Cynthia Gilkeson from our congregation, and I 
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welcome others who would like to join us in 
upcoming weeks.  
In the spirit of justice and peace, 
Terri Pahucki 

 
Poor People’s Campaign 

Verne Bell, Terri Pahucki, and Cynthia Gilkeson at a 
training before the May 21st action in Albany. (picture 
credit: Rev. Craig Schwalenberg, minister of UU Society of 
Oneonta) 
 
“ We simply cannot enter the twenty-first century 
at each other's throats, even as we acknowledge 
the weighty forces of racism, patriarchy, 
economic inequality, homophobia, and ecological 
abuse on our necks. We are at a crucial crossroad 
in the history of this nation--and we either hang 
together by combating these forces that divide 
and degrade us or we hang separately.   
― Cornel West, Race Matters 
 
 

 
Cynthia and Terri hold the Poor People’s Campaign 
banner, with another faith leader between us. Our 
mouths are covered in solidarity with all those who have 
been forcibly silenced by injustice. We stand before a 
monument with the names of territories ceded to the 
United States in the Spanish-American War, as we listen 
to the testimonies of those impacted by ongoing 
colonization. In front, Taina Asili sings a song she wrote 
for her ancestral home of Puerto Rico. Other speakers 
present in this photo include Imam Talib Abdur Rashid of 
Harlem (far left), and Aly Wane of Syracuse Peace Council 
(far right).  (picture credit: Union Seminary) 
 

From the Board of Trustees 
Dear Members and Friends of UUCRT,  
   The weather seems finally to have glanced at the 
calendar and spring has arrived at long last!  
   Our annual Spring meeting on May 20 was a good 
gathering with nearly half our membership making a 
solid quorum and voting to continue hanging our 
banners outside our building.  
  Rev.  Chris announced that he has signed a new 
agreement with the Board with some important 
changes. He will continue to preach two Sundays per 
month for us,  but at  the end of June, he and his 
family will be living in the Philadelphia area. They 
recently closed on a house there in a neighborhood 
near the VA Hospital where Chris works as chaplain.     
   We understand there are a number of Japanese 
families there and we are glad for Mitsuko’s sake that 
she will have some of her country folk nearby to 
provide social support.  
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  It was also announced at that Congregational 
Meeting that the board had hired Patti McCallion to 
be our Administrative Assistant, but unfortunately she 
has since gotten another full-time job which fills her 
schedule so, we are once more looking for someone 
to fill that role. 
    While we’re on the subject of roles to fill, our 
congregation is rich in opportunities to serve: the 
board is still short a player at the secretary position; 
there’s an opening for a delegate for the General 
Assembly in Kansas City coming up in three weeks 
(you’d get to hear Rev Chris present a program 
entitled “Moral Injury - The War Inside”); Bill 
Dominaco is looking for summer leaders and worship 
associates; and Jay Beaumont has been handling the 
Building & Grounds duties mostly on his own and 
would appreciate a little help; as would Alan Horne 
with the gardens around the place. And . . . Oh, Yes, 
who’s going to take over the Fair Trade Coffee 
business once those adorable Antal kids leave for 
Philly? Now, would anybody like to help out on 
Facebook? Whew! 
   We expressed our appreciation to Athena Drewes at 
the Spring Meeting. She has a long list of 
contributions made to UUCRT over the years, from 
working to design and build and finance our building, 
to serving as president and sort of being Den Mother 
to all of us through thick and thin. A great lady and 
recent newly wed soon to move to Florida.  
   That’s it for this month - see you on Sunday! 
Warmly, 
Mike Landrum, president 

From our Ministries 
Religious Exploration 
Religious Exploration, Ministry to Our Children 
   A new year begins each September!  
   With that in mind, it is time to begin planning for the 
upcoming 2018-2019 Religious Exploration experience 
at the UUCRT.   Once again, we would like to offer RE 
classes to ages seven and up on the first, second, and 
third Sundays of each month from September through 
the end of May.  To do this, we need volunteers to 
teach one of the designated Sundays each month and 
those who could serve as an occasional substitute 
teacher. 

   The work is not hard.  In fact it is quite enjoyable. It 
is an opportunity to meet the young people who 
come through our doors, and to encourage them to 
live lives centered on our seven principles.  Lessons 
and any needed materials will be given to volunteers 
ahead of time so other than reviewing the lesson, no 
labored preparation will be necessary.  
  By beginning RE right just as the school year begins 
we hope to appeal to parents who are often looking 
for this important learning experience in the lives of 
their children. If you are interested, or even if you 
think you might be interested, please call me at 845-
542-4881 or send me an email, lagbair@aol.com. I 
would love to hear your ideas as well.   
   Positions are also open for babysitters for children 
from newborn to age 6 to watch over small children 
during the service.  This can be a paid position.  Please 
contact me for this important ministry as well. 
Thank you, 
Laura Bair 

Congregational Life 
Information Session June 3 
  A UUCRT information session will be held on June 3 
at approximately 11:45 a.m. directly following 
services.  This is an opportunity to meet our minister, 
Rev Chris Antal, and to learn more about our 
congregation.  Come and enjoy some light fare, hear 
about Unitarian Universalism, and get your questions 
answered.  
CONGRATULATIONS! 
   It is my joy to congratulate Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation at Rock Tavern on becoming a 2017-
2018 Blue Ribbon Congregation! Well done! 
   The UUCRT will be recognized at the Blue Ribbon 
Award at UUA General Assembly 2018 in Kansas City, 
MO. The award reception will take place on Friday, 
June 22nd from 5:45 pm-7:45pm.  
 
Allison Hess, International Engagement Associate, 
International Office 
Unitarian Universalist Association 

Stewardship and Finance 
   Thank you to all the loyal and generous members 
and friends who have supported our Congregation 
with a financial pledge for the 2018-19 fiscal year!     
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   Completion of last year's pledge will provide a big 
boost as we start our new year.  Thank you, too, for 
attending to that pesky detail. 
    At the Congregational meeting, Amanda Crowell 
presented a plan for raising funds to reduce our 
mortgage to zero!  Notebooks are available in the 
Sanctuary where folks can donate goods or services to 
be used as prizes for donations. The more the 
merrier!  Over the next three weeks it will be 
wonderful to see those pages fill up!  Questions?  Ask 
Amanda, Linda  or Rebecca. 

Social Action 
Ministry to Meet June 10 after Potluck 
To those who have signed up for the Social Action 
Ministry, or are interested in it, let's meet briefly after 
potluck on Sunday, June 10th to look at possibilities 
together.   I hope you can all make it.  
Verne M. Bell, 569-8965 or verneMB@aol.com 

NEWS 

 

Preventing Child Gun Deaths  
   Sunday, June 24 1:10 p.m.——Learn  to be 
S.M.A.R.T. with firearm ownership—Protect children 
and Save Lives! 
   Each year in the United States, nearly 300 children 
aged 17 and under gain access to a firearm and 
unintentionally shoot themselves or someone else. 
Nearly 500 more die by suicide with a gun. We have 
the power to prevent tragedies like these from 
happening. On Sunday, June 24, at 1:10 p.m., Jenny 
Carhart-French, will present a S.M.A.R.T. framework 
developed to help parents and adults learn to prevent 
child gun deaths and injuries. Join us for a 
conversation about how we can be SMART and 
protect kids.   

Graduation Day for Terri 
On May 11th, our lay commissioned minister, Terri Pahucki 
(left), received a Certificate of Professional Ministry from 
Hartford Seminary, marking her completion of 42 credits of 
coursework with the institution.  She will complete the 
remaining credits of her Master of Divinity at Drew 
Theological School this Fall.  She is pictured  at graduation 
with Dr. Shanell Smith, her academic advisor, and Dean 
Scott Thumma in the background. (picture credits: Shana 
Sureck Photography) 
 

THE CHALICE LIGHT is the official newsletter 
 of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock Tavern. 

   Mailing address: PO Box 502, Washingtonville, NY 
10992-0502. Phone: (845) 496-9696.  
   Our minister, the Rev. Dr. Chris J. Antal, serves us half-
time and is available to the congregation two Sundays a 
month and most Thursdays. To contact him, leave a 
confidential voicemail at (845) 297-2792, or send an 
email to antal@uuma.org. 
   Editor and email distribution:  John Kinney. Copy proofing: 
Athena Drewes and Keith Jordan; print distribution: Athena 
Drewes.  
Webmaster: Jay Beaumont, jaybeaumont49@gmail.com 

     Website: http://www.uucrt.org 
      Please send news to: johnpkinney@hotmail.com by the  
      15th of the month. 
 


