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January, 2018 Calendar 
All events are held at the UUCRT unless otherwise 
noted. Italicized events are not UU sponsored but may 
be of interest to congregants.  
 
Every Sunday – 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Equal Exchange Table. 
 
Jan. 2, Tuesday –  7 p.m. Orange County Psychic 
Experiences Group   
 
Jan. 13, Saturday – 7:30 p.m. Hudson Valley Folk Guild 
Rock Tavern Coffeehouse. 
 
Jan. 14, Sunday – Noon, Pot Luck 
12:30 p.m.—Black Lives Matter Forum 
 
Jan. 21, Sunday – Soul Matters in Room 20 at 12:15 
p.m. with Terri Pahucki. 
 

Sunday Services  
Our Sunday services are held at 9 Vance Rd, Rock 
Tavern, NY at 10:30 a.m., unless otherwise noted. 
While we make every intention to publish an accurate 
calendar, topics may be subject to change. Please 
consult uucrt.org for the most up-to-date listings. 
We welcome all seekers regardless of age, creed, race, 
ability/disability, class, sexual orientation, and gender 
identity. 
 
Jan. 7: Roots and Wings    
Rev. Chris J. Antal 
On January 13, 2018, one of the world’s first statements 
of religious tolerance will have its 450th anniversary. 
Join UU congregations around the world by celebrating 

the Anniversary with this special worship service, 
grounding us in our past as we look to the future. 
 
Jan. 14:  In Case You Forgot 
 Willie D. Jones 
 Mr. Jones will speak from personal experience, the 
story of David found in the book of 1 Kings, beginning 
with chapter 16, and his recent book, Today's Lesson: 
Black Lives Matter.  
Black Lives Matter forum follows at 12:30. 
 
Jan. 21: Resilient Together 
 Terri Pahucki 
A reflection on bravery, wisdom, and restoration in the 
midst of adversity. 
 
 12:15- 1:00 PM:  “Soul Matters: Taking it Forward” --
Are you called to offer support to others, while also 
renewing your spirit? Join us for this important 
conversation about how we can share the important 
work of small group ministry in the congregation going 
forward.  
 
Jan. 28: On Resilience 
Rev. Chris J. Antal 
An examination of recent research on resilience. 
 

From Your Minister 
   While I was in my twenties, I was active in a church 
that had been shunned by many mainline churches as 
heretical. Because of my religious affiliation, I 
experienced, for the first time in my life, a degree of 
religious intolerance and persecution that caused real 
harm to me and my young family. As a result of this 
experience, I became an advocate for religious freedom.  
   After Congress passed the International Religious 
Freedom Act of 1998 I entered seminary, began work as 
a research associate for a Washington D.C. based 
advocacy group, and lobbied government officials like 
the then Ambassador-at-Large for International 
Religious Freedom Robert Seiple at the U.S. State 
Department Office of International Religious Freedom 
and members of the U.S. Commission on International 
Religious Freedom. 
   My research in seminary and graduate school 
contributed to the first five editions of the Annual 
International Religious Freedom Report to Congress. 
This was a formative period in my life, and shaped my 
path to professional religious leadership. As I discerned 
my call, the long-standing Unitarian Universalist 
commitment to religious freedom is what resonated 
with me most and drew me into this faith.  
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   This year our global religious community remembers 
and celebrates our commitment to religious freedom. 
On January 13, 2018, one of the world’s first statements 
of religious tolerance will have its 450th anniversary. In 
1568, in the city of Torda, in what is now Romania, a 
religious gathering presided over by Unitarian King John 
Sigismund proclaimed: 
“In every place the preachers shall preach and explain 
the Gospel each according to his understanding of it, 
and if the congregations like it, well. If not, no one shall 
compel them for their souls would not be satisfied, but 
they shall be permitted to keep a preacher whose 
teaching they approve…no one shall be reviled for his 
religion by anyone… and it is not permitted that anyone 
should threaten anyone else by imprisonment... For 
faith is the gift of God...”  

 
   Unitarianism was officially recognized for the first 
time in the history of the world in the Edict of Torda. 
And, that proclamation is the beginning of our legacy to 
be a spiritual tradition that resists hatred, oppression, 
and the narrow view that there is only one way to be 
faithful, to be religious, to be free.   
   This month I invite you to join me in the “Torda450 
Celebration” through worship and reflection. I 
encourage you to join me in a year-long theological 
dialogue that will connect our global religious 
community by online video conference.  Each month 
the UUA International Office has scheduled a specific 
opportunity for engagement. The focus this month is 
study and exploration of the history, context, and 
current relevance of the Anniversary of the Edict of 
Torda.  Join me and others across the globe for a live 
webinar on January 17, 2018 at 8 p.m. US-Eastern.  
   If you are looking for ways to deepen your 
involvement in our religious community this year, I 
hope you will join this webinar and the special Martin 
Luther King Sunday Service on January 14 with the 
“wordsmith” Willie D. Jones, followed by a forum with 

Mr. Jones and Vanessa Green of Black Lives Matter. 
Together, we are sure to create a life that matters and 
realize the best of our living tradition.  
See you on Sunday, 
 
Chris J. Antal 
(See webinar dialogue schedules, content and 
facilitators in the News section of this newsletter) 
 

A Reflection from the Lay 
Commissioned Minister 

   This New Year brings us an opportunity for reflection. 
As we consider the theme of resilience, I invite us all to 
listen deeply to the wisdom and experiences of voices 
too long marginalized in our Unitarian Universalist 
communities.  Following a call from our denomination, 
we have committed to centering the stories of people 
of color, as we examine our community’s role in 
dismantling white supremacy. It is in this spirit that I 
invite you to join me in a period of listening and 
discernment over the next two months.  
   On Martin Luther King Jr. Day weekend, we welcome 
two leaders in the local Black Lives Matter movement 
who have offered to share their stories and expertise 
with us.  Will Jones, author of “Today’s Lesson: Black 
Lives Matter” and Vanessa Green, leader of Hudson 
Valley Black Lives Matter will guide us in a forum at 
12:30 PM on Sunday,  January 14th. Will is also leading 
the service that day. Our call right now is to open our 
hearts and to listen, to allow ourselves to be challenged.  
It may not be easy work, but it is essential if we wish to 
transform a system of privilege and power to one of 
justice and love. 
   Then on Saturday, February 10th, Rev. Chris and I will 
be leading a Leadership Retreat from 10AM- 3PM, open 
to everyone at UUCRT.  The first part of this day will 
focus on the book Centering: Navigating Race, 
Authenticity, and Power in Ministry.  This book is one of 
two UUA Common Read selections this year, and 
centers the stories, analyses, and insights of a number 
of Unitarian Universalist religious professionals of color 
as they explore how racial identity is made both visible 
and invisible in UU communities.  The second part of 
the Leadership Retreat will focus on visioning an 
inclusive, racially just future for this congregation, with 
attention to our historic and systemic roots. We will be 
using social analysis research that I conducted this past 
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fall for a seminary class to help us dismantle white 
supremacy together and build a new way.  
   As we move into 2018-- a year that marks 150 years 
since the founding of this congregation-- may we rise, 
resilient and renewed, as a people emboldened to live 
our values and act for justice in the world.  
 
In faith,  
Terri  
 

Willie D. Jones speaks on MLK 
Sunday; Black Lives Matter Public 
Forum to Follow with Vanessa Green 
   Willie D. Jones has been black for more than forty 
years. During that time, he has done a shockingly broad 
number of things while black. Among them: growing up 
in Brooklyn, N.Y., working as a technology writer and 
editor for two decades, and loving his two sons (who 
also happen to be black).  
    He’s currently involved in a complicated, high-stakes 
project: helping his boys obtain a solid basic education 
in an America that is turning public schools into the new 
recruiting ground for the prison industrial complex.     
   Imagine Will’s anger when his then nine-year-old son 
came home from school one day and reported that his 
teacher said Michael Brown, the young man killed by 

police in 
Ferguson, 
Mo., 
“deserved 
what he 
got.” Will 
channeled 

his righteous anger over that incident and the other 
means being used to “make America great again” into 
his first book, “Today’s Lesson: Black Lives Matter.”  
   Mr.  Jones will be joined by Vanessa Green, leader in 
the Black Lives Matter movement, for a public forum 
beginning at 12:30. The purpose of the forum is to 
introduce the Black Lives Matter movement to the 
community and provide an open forum to address 
questions and concerns. 
 
Read more about the speaker at 
www.willthewordsmith.com 

 

From our Ministries 
Religious Exploration 
Religious Exploration for Children 7 – 11;  
Baby Sitting for up to 6 Starts in January 
From Laura Giner Bair 
   Beginning in January, the Religious Education Program 
at the UUCRT will be held the first, second and fourth 
Sunday of every month.  This program will continue 
through the end of May, 2018.   
   After the Time for All Ages portion of the service, 
interested children will depart the service for their RE 
lesson.  The lessons will follow the Wonderful Welcome 
curriculum available on the Unitarian Universalist  
Association website, UUA.Org.  All Wonderful Welcome 
sessions follow the same structure. Between an 
Opening and a Closing, activities guide participants to 
explore and experience an intangible gift and how we, 
as Unitarian Universalists, share that gift with others.   
   Through the Wonderful Welcome lessons, we will 
strive to: 

 Expand children's understanding of their 
relationships with others, including people they 
know, people they will meet and all life that 
shares our planet 

 Create opportunities for children to identify and 
practice a wide variety of welcoming behaviors; 
activate children's capacity to welcome many 
manifestations of the interconnected web of 
life, including people, animals and the natural 
environment 

 Teach children the concept of "intangible gifts," 
qualities that can be shared but cannot be seen 
or held 

 Teach the importance of welcoming as an act of 
Unitarian Universalist faith and as an expression 
of our Unitarian Universalist Principles 

 Develop and enrich children's sense of 
belonging to their religious education peer 
community, their congregational community 
and the larger Unitarian Universalist faith 
community 

 Introduce practices of stewardship 
 Help children create a shared atmosphere that 

encourages a sense of reverence, awe, 
gratitude and wonder. 
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Babysitting services will be available every Sunday from 
10:15 until 12:15 beginning in January 2018 and 
continuing through June. 
 

Stewardship & Finance 
Happy New Year to all!   
    2017 was a remarkable year for the UUCRT.  Rev. 
Chris’ “Who have we become” sermon on Christmas 
Eve recounted a tiny group doing big things; individuals 
working, playing, singing and accomplishing together 
while standing up and speaking out—and being heard-- 
for what is important. As the newsletter went to press, 
the Stewardship and Finance Ministry was adding, 
subtracting, calculating and conversing! 
    Policies and procedures are being tweaked, and 
discussions held about the congregation’s financial 
future.  Concrete news will follow in the New Year.   
May it be a year of fulfillment; a celebration of 
generosity and abundance for all!    
--Linda Mangelsdorf 

 

 
                                                            Photo by Twila Smith 

Farewell Frances 
Frances Cott is shown here at her 91st birthday party at 
the UUCRT. She was a long-time member of the 
Congregation,  an activist and professional dancer. She 
departed this world in December.  A Memorial Service 
is scheduled on Tuesday, Jan. 2nd from 2 - 4 pm. at the 
Kaiser Funeral Home, 326 Albany Ave. Kingston, NY . 
Condolence cards can be emailed in care of Nikaya 
Smith ~ nikayas@gmail.com, or mailed to 
Larayna Smith  49 Brookfield Rd. Apt. c-2  Wallkill, NY 
12589. 

NEWS 

 
                                                                      Photo by Twila Smith 

Blue Ribbon Congregation 
Bruce Knotts (center), director of the Unitarian 
Universalist United Nations Office,  presents Rev. Chris 
J. Antal and Verne Bell on Dec. 17 with a plaque 
denoting the UUCRT’s status as a blue ribbon 
congregation, a rare distinction among member 
congregations. Only 50 of roughly 200 congregations 
have earned this distinction. 
 

Dialogue Webinar Schedule  
January 17, 2018, 8 pm  Webinar and Reflection: 
Grounding and Context  
Begin the year of reflection with study and exploration 
of the history, context, and current relevance of the 
Anniversary of the Edict of Torda.  Join us for a live 
webinar on January 17, 2018 at 8 p.m. US-Eastern or 
watch it later.  Then engage with this reflection module 
individually or with a small group. 
Join the webinar from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: 
https://zoom.us/j/6179486412 
Or iPhone one-tap : 
US: +16465588656,,6179486412# or 
+16699006833,,6179486412# 
Or Telephone: 
Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your 
current location): 
US: +1 646 558 8656 or +1 669 900 6833 
Meeting ID: 617 948 6412 
International numbers available: 
https://zoom.us/zoomconference?m=Od0ks_Qcm0_88
pMJfwQsHxTnWbWcmCyg 
 

https://zoom.us/zoomconference?m=Od0ks_Qcm0_88pMJfwQsHxTnWbWcmCyg
https://zoom.us/zoomconference?m=Od0ks_Qcm0_88pMJfwQsHxTnWbWcmCyg
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February Dialogue: Theology and U/U Identity 
   The first of five formal gatherings of U/U theologians 
from around the world will take place in Kathmandu, 
Nepal during the Conference and Council meeting of 
the International Council of Unitarians and Universalists 
(ICUU) on Wednesday, February 14.  Join us live at 10 
a.m. (US-Eastern) or watch an archived version later.  
This dialogue will focus on how Theology informs U/U 
Identity. 
 
March Reflection: Theology and U/U Identity 
   After watching the dialogue, engage in individual or 
small group reflection using a small group ministry 
module available  on March 1. 
 
April 7, 2018 Dialogue: Freedom and Resistance 
The second gathering of our global theologians will take 
place at Fourth Universalist Church, New York City, on 
April 7, 2018 at 3pm as the final event of the annual UU 
United Nations Office Spring Seminar. Join us in person, 
online, or watch an archived copy of the discussion.  
This dialogue will focus on how U/U theology guides 
and sustains us as leaders and partners in #Resistance 
movements.    
 
May Reflection: Freedom and Resistance 
After watching the dialogue, engage in individual or 
small group reflection using a small group ministry 
module available  on May 1. 
 
June Webinar and Celebration: Reviewing the Dialogue 
and Celebrating During GA 
This month will be a chance to look back on what has 
emerged during the first 5 months of exploration.  Join 
an online webinar reviewing what's been explored and 
shared.  And, join us online or in person at UUA General 
Assembly in Kansas City for a special celebration of 
Torda450. 
 
July 8, 2018 Dialogue: Religious Freedom in the Era of 
Rising Intolerance 
The third gathering of our global theologians will be 
held in Kolozsvár, Transylvania (Romania) during the 
Inauguration of the Hungarian Unitarian Church's new 
Religious Freedom Center.  Join us in person or online at 
9 a.m. (US-Eastern) as the dialogue explores how 
Unitarian history, theology and practice can further the 
hope of religious liberty worldwide. 

Later in the month, a multi-organization interreligious 
conference entitled 'Reimagining Interfaith 
Cooperation' will take place in Washington, DC.  
Conference participants will have opportunities to 
engage each other in Torda450 themes.  Join us! 
 
August Reflection: Religious Freedom in the Era of 
Rising Intolerance 
After watching the dialogue, engage in individual or 
small group reflection using a small group ministry 
module available  on August 1. 
 
September 22, 2018 Dialogue: The Role of 
Classical/Traditional Unitarianism in the 21st Century 
The fourth gathering of our global theologians will take 
place online, like a 21st century analog to the in-person 
Diet of Torda.  Join us online at 3pm (US-Eastern) as the 
dialogue explores how Unitarian theology informs 
global U/Uism in the 21st century. 
 
October Reflection: The Role of Classical/Traditional 
Unitarianism in the 21st Century 
After watching the dialogue, engage in individual or 
small group reflection using a small group ministry 
module available  on October 1. 
 
November 1, 2018 Dialogue: The Challenges of 
'Universality' and Multiple Spiritual Identities 
The location of the fifth and final gathering of the 
theologians is yet to be determined.  However, the 
conversation will address Unitarian/Universalism's role 
in contexts where people have multiple spiritual 
identities. 
 
December Reflection: The Challenges of 'Universality' 
and Multiple Spiritual Identities 
After watching the dialogue, engage in individual or 
small group reflection using a small group ministry 
module available  on December 1.  
 
January 2019 Webinar: A Look Back, and a Look Ahead 
We'll gather online to explore what discoveries and 
understandings emerged through Torda450's Year of 
Dialogue, Study and Reflection.   
 
The primary leaders and guides for the year-long 
dialogue are five Unitarian and UU theologians from 
around the world: 
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Rupaia Lamarr is a church elder of the Unitarian Church 
of Jowai, North-East (NE) India, which is the pioneer 
church established in 1887 by founder Hajom Kissor 
Singh. He was born on 2 March, 1958 to a second 
generation Unitarian mother and an indigenous religion 
(Niam- tre) practicing father 
Rupaia is an active member of the Unitarian Community 
At present Rupaia is the Vice-Chairperson of the Church 
and the chairman of the Hymnal Committee. He is also a 
member of the Constitutional Review Committee and 
engaged in the leadership training of ministers and 
church workers. He has also participated in various 
seminars and conferences on Religion and Spirituality 
and has recently returned from the pilgrimage to 
Romania organised by UUPCC Rupaia resides in Jowai 
with his wife Dipty who is  Hindu and daughter 
Kheinkor. 
 
Rev. Ndagijimana Fulgence is an ordained Unitarian 
Minister from Burundi in the central part of Africa. He 
discovered the liberating Unitarian faith power when he 
was going through a time of doubt and restlessness as a 
young Dominican brother on his way to priesthood.  He 
went on to found a Unitarian church in Bujumbura 
Burundi and became its ordained minister in 2011. 
 
With the recent unrest in Burundi, the Unitarian church 
was targeted by the government; attacked and 
vandalized. The Rev. Fulgence Ndagijimana was 
kidnapped, tortured, threatened to be killed and jailed. 
He managed to escape Burundi as a result a 
tremendous pressure from UUs around the world who 
signed petitions, wrote letters to the government to 
release him and later helped him leave the country. 
 

Rev. Fulgence Ndagijimana is passionate about our 
liberal faith. He is currently the vice president of the 
International Council of Unitarians and Universalists 
(ICUU).  Rev. Ndagijimana Fulgence is married to 
Therese and a proud father of Well Brown Bwigenge.  
 
Ellen Nugroho is the mother of three homeschooled 
children living in Semarang, Central Java province of 
Indonesia. She was the co-founder of the Unitarian 
Christian Church of Indonesia when she was in high 
school. Now she is a Unitarian Universalist who firmly 
believe in the true one merciful and just G-d beyond 
any religious or ideological boundaries who entrusts in 
us the mission to repair ourselves and the world with 
lovingkindness, justice, and righteousness. 
 
Ellen holds degrees of bachelor in law and master in 
philosophy.  
Rev. Norbert Racz is Senior Minister, First Unitarian 
Church, Kolozsvár, Transylvania (Bio to come) 
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 of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock Tavern. 
   Mailing address: PO Box 502, Washingtonville, NY 10992-
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th
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