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June, 2017 Calendar 
All events are held at the UUCRT unless otherwise 
noted. Italicized events are not UU sponsored but may 
be of interest to congregants.  
 
Every Sunday – 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Equal Exchange 
fundraising table and Fair Trade Coffee Shop.  
  
June 4, Sunday – 10:30 a.m. Religious Education for 
children 
 --12:30 p.m. Forum on General Assembly led by Rev. 
Antal 
 
June 6, Tuesday –  7 p.m. Orange County Psychic 
Experiences Group   
 
June 10, Saturday – 7:30 p.m. Hudson Valley Folk Guild 
Coffee House 
 
June 17, Saturday—Women’s March in NYC to ban the 
bomb. See Terri Pahucki  or Rev. Antal for details 
 
June 18, Sunday – 12:30 p.m. Examining Whiteness 
with Jamie Capach 
 
June 25, Sunday--12:30 p.m. Board of Trustees 
 – 3 p.m.  Veterans For Peace Meeting 
 
June 29, Thursday – 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. Medicine drum 
making  workshop with Twila Smith. 

 
 

Sunday Services  
Our Sunday services are held at 9 Vance Rd, Rock 
Tavern, NY at 10:30 a.m., unless otherwise noted. 
While we make every intention to publish an accurate 
calendar, topics may be subject to change. Please 
consult uucrt.org for the most up-to-date listings. 
We welcome all seekers regardless of age, creed, race, 
ability/disability, class, sexual orientation, and gender 
identity. 
 
June 4:  Rev. Dr. Chris J. Antal 
Flower Communion 
 This year we celebrate with congregations around the 
world on the first Sunday in June. Bring cut flowers or 
potted flowers for planting after the service. 
 
June 11: Rev. Dr. Chris J. Antal 
Blessing of Plants and Pets 
Bring them along and share the joy that plants and pets 
bring to our lives! The service will be outside in the 
yard. 
 
June 18: Hollis Kellogg and Elfin Vogel 
A Concert to Benefit Habitat for Humanity  
Hollis Kellogg, pianist, and Elfin Vogel, violinist, will be 
performing works by Beethoven and Dvorak. After the 
concert, which will constitute the service, special 
refreshments will be served. 
 
June 25: Terri Pahucki 
Joyful Assembly 
We will join together to celebrate our connections to 
the larger faith and other joys of this season.  
 

From Your Minister 
   This month Terri and I will join the Ban the Bomb 
march in New York City on June 17, in support of the 
historic treaty to ban nuclear weapons that most 
member states of the UN have already endorsed and 
will pass at the end of the meeting that convenes this 
month. 
    We will march with the UU UN office, and UUs from 
near and far. The UUCRT holds distinction as both a 
Peace Advocate Congregation and a UU UN office Blue 
Ribbon Congregation. That distinction also implies 
obligation to continue our peace witness and 
engagement in international affairs. Please Join me and 
Terri on June 17. Contact me if you wish to come, and 
we will coordinate how we will make our presence 
known.  
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   This month I will also  go to New Orleans as your 
delegate to the UUA General Assembly. I'm glad to go, 
and appreciate the generous donation from Hollis 
Kellogg that made it possible. I also like the theme this 
year, "Resist and Rejoice," and look forward to hosting 
several educational forums on armed drones in 
partnership with the UU-UN office, the UU Peace 
Ministry Network, and Veterans For Peace. 
    It would be more meaningful, however, if the 
members of the UUCRT were more involved. Therefore, 
I am hosting a special forum after service on June 4 to 
discuss with the community the critical decisions facing 
the denomination and invite input from the community 
on how I can best represent the UUCRT.   
In service, 
CJA 

 
Candidates for UUA President 

Candidates standing for election in 2017 to be the next President 
of the UUA participate in their first GA forum. The Rev. Alison 
Miller, the Rev. Jeanne Pupke, and the Rev. Susan Fredrick-Gray at 
the UU Minister's Association Presidential Candidates Action help 
prior to General Assembly. Rev. Antal will conduct a 
congregational forum after services on June 4 to discuss decisions 
facing the denomination. Prior to the forum, please visit the UUA 
GA page and review the profiles of the three candidates for 
election as the UUA president. 

Reflection from the Lay 
Commissioned Minister 
   Recently, I arrived home late at night from a trip, 
weary and exhausted from travel. Opening the door, I 
was startled by my tail-wagging dog, Honey, who 
pounced on me with boundless excitement and 
smothered my face with wet kisses. Her enthusiastic 
greeting filled me with laughter and delight. I concur 
with the poet Mary Oliver, who writes: “Because of the 
dog’s joyfulness, our own is increased. It is no small 
gift.”  

   Joy is a gift we can receive from animals, such as the 
10 month old canine who joined my family this year. We 
can also receive it from each other, as we come 
together to renew our spirits in community.  But there 
is also a lot of work in relationships and living out our 
covenant together. As we come to the end of another 
church year, we may feel a sense of tiredness or burn 
out. We may wish for a time of rest. 
   Thankfully, our theme this month offers a time to 
simply be together and fill the well. Let us explore the 
theme of Joy with hearts wide open to the gifts of each 
Sunday service this month. May celebrations of flowers, 
animals, music, and the many gifts of life be shared in 
beloved community.   
   May the season before us teach us to open our eyes, 
lift our voices, and bound into the world like an 
unleashed dog, joyful and loving every new delight. 
--Terri Pahucki 
Save the Date!  

   Worship Vision and Planning Retreat 
The 2017-18 Worship Vision and Planning Retreat will 
be held on Sunday, August 20th from 2-5 PM.  Any and 
all who would like to be involved in Sunday services in 
the upcoming year are welcome to join Rev. Chris and 
Terri Pahucki for this gathering.  Worship associates, 
speakers, musicians, singers, storytellers, religious 
educators, small group ministry leaders, artists, 
decorators, dancers, greeters, and others are all 
welcome. Our gathering will focus on the overall vision 
and mission of our worship services, a look at the 2017-
18 monthly themes, and moving ideas forward as a 
strong ministry team in the year ahead.   

Spring Congregational 
Meeting Report 
   21 voting members attended our Congregational 
Meeting on May 21st, plus seven interested friends. 
Board President Mike Landrum presided. 
   This meeting heralded the beginning of a new July to 
June fiscal year for the congregation. We are making 
this change for accounting purposes, which means from 
now on the Congregational meeting at which the 
budget is approved and Board members are elected will 
happen in May.  
 The Minister’s Report by Reverend Chris 
included many accomplishments of which we should be 
proud.  

http://www.uua.org/ga/past/2016/business/presidential-candidates-forum
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 We supported Knights Out, the West Point 
organization for LGBTQ cadets; 

 Terri Pahucki is pursuing her ministerial degree 

  an anonymous congregant donated $2,000 to 
send Rev. Chris to the UU General Assembly in 
New Orleans next month;  

 We have established our Fair Trade Coffee 
business in the fellowship hall on Sundays;  

 We continue to host a Veterans For Peace 
chapter;  

 We were awarded 2017 Blue Ribbon 
Congregation status from the UUA office at the 
United Nations;  

 Rev. Chris is the President of  the Greater 
Newburgh Interfaith Council. He  earned his 
Doctor of Ministry degree on May 12 from 
Hartford Seminary ; 

 And he continues to serve as a Chaplain in the 
VA hospital in Philadelphia! 

   Terri Pahucki reported that she is now a candidate at 
Hartford Seminary and works as director of religious 
education at the Pomona UU. She has been able to lead 
our services once a month. 
   Mary McCorvey, Anne Beck’s executrix and dear 
friend, stopped by to greet us and was given a 
certificate of appreciation by the board. 
   The minutes of the November 2016 Congregational 
Meeting were amended and approved. 
  
We heard reports from the various Ministries. 

 Welcoming/Membership – Jane: “Greeters 
needed; Please help with new members’ 
breakfasts”. 

 Finance – Heather: “We are still running 
deficits, albeit smaller”. 
Linda: “We can get matching funds from your 
employers”. 

 Social Action – Verne: “We have two task 
forces: Anti-racism and Sanctuary”. 

 Religious Exploration – Laura: “Youth group 
moving toward social action includes Birch 
School kids. 

 Communication – Rev. Chris reporting for the 
absent John Kinney: “Jay helps on the website, 
press releases going out, newsletters and e-
blasts on time”. 

 Sunday Services – Bill: “I am going on the board, 
need a Worship Associate Coordinator to work 
with – I will continue to schedule and 

coordinate worship services and serve as 
Worship Associate when possible.” 

 Building & Grounds – Jay: “We need to paint 
the fellowship hall, electrify roadside pulpit, 
thanks to Alan and Robin for gardening”.  

 Arts – Keith: “I’m stepping down as Arts 
Ministry Leader, need replacement .” 

 Leadership – Keith: “Roberta and my terms are 
up, Madeline was appointed to a 3 year term.” 

 
Certificates of appreciation were given by President Mike Landrum 
to Jay Beaumont (photo above) for stalwart support in all areas of 
UUCRT’s operations, Alan Horne for his service as treasurer and to 
Mary McCorvey (photo below) , executrix of Anne Beck's will. 
(Photos by Twila Smith) 

 
Board status and Nominations: 
Continuing on board – Jane O’Donnell, Hollis Kellogg, 
Mike Landrum, Laura Bair (Laura was elected to a 
second three-year term). 
Leaving the board – Alan Horne, Alex Jakubowski, Twila 
Smith.  Joining the board- - Heather Stuetzle (for two 
years), Bill Domanico (for three years). 
Slate of Incoming Officers: 

President – Mike Landrum 
Vice President – Jane O’Donnell 
Treasurer – Heather Stuetzle 
Secretary – Hollis Kellogg 
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   The congregation voted to display four banners on Rt. 
207 for “Black Lives Matter”, In support of Refugees, An 
LGBTQ Rainbow Flag, and the Veterans for Peace 
banner. 
   Certificates of Appreciation were presented to Jay 
Beaumont, Rebecca Jones and Alan Horne for their 
outstanding service to the congregation. 
   Heather presented the budget for the coming fiscal 
year, which passed.  

From our Ministries 
Stewardship & Finance 
    At the Congregational Meeting in May, returning 
Treasurer Heather Stuetzle presented a “nearly 
balanced” budget!  The members present happily 
approved it, and the prevailing mood was one of 
enthusiasm!  The past seven years have been financially 
challenging, to say the least.  We look forward to a 
bright future! 
    Member and friend use of the “donate” button on 
our website is slowly growing!  It is as easy as shopping 
online to set up either a single donation, or a regularly 
scheduled payment from checking account or credit 
card.  If you’ve not used this convenient feature, why 
not give it a try?  Please call Linda at 845-561-6392 if 
you have questions about this. 
    Making and fulfilling pledges has been a bit confusing 
due to the change in our fiscal year.  Here is a quick 
clarification: From January 1 to June 30, 2017, we have 
been in the ‘hiccup’ phase—the six months that moved 
us to a July 1-June 30 fiscal year.   Pledge dollars 
received during this time will be credited to the “1-1/2 
year pledge” from 2016, unless the Treasurer is 
otherwise notified.    2017-18 pledge cards were 
distributed in March, and members were asked to 
carefully consider their decision to support the good 
works of the UUCRT as best they can.  New pledge 
receipts for the 2017-18 fiscal year will be credited after 
July 1.   Questions? Send a text to Heather, or speak 
with her on Sunday morning. 
    So, the members of the Stewardship and Finance 
Ministry wish all a Happy New Year—as of July first!  
The more leisurely pace of summer (?) will give 
Ministries a chance to get up and running, and make 
plans for the future.  If you are interested in joining this 
group, please contact one of us! 
 

 In service, 

 Alan Horne, Rebecca Jones, Jackie Jordan, Heather 
Stuetzle and  Linda Mangelsdorf, Chair 
 

 Social Action Ministry 
Congregation Votes to Display Black 
Lives Matter Banner on Sign   
    The Black Lives Matters Task Force takes great 
satisfaction at the almost unanimous Congregational 
vote to display the BLM banner on Route 207 along with 
three other banners:  The Rainbow Flag, Welcome 
Refugees, and Veterans for Peace.  It now goes to our 
Building and Grounds Ministry to accomplish this.   
        Our work is done and the Black Lives Matter Task 
Force is discontinued.  Perhaps a new one, an on-going 
Anti-Racism Task Force, will be created as we 
participate in the UUA Examining Whiteness Curriculum 
led by Jamie Capach.  (See following article for details).  
We encourage members and friends to take part in this 
to see what insight might arise for us either personally 
or collectively.   
Verne M. Bell, for the BLMTF: David Bell, Jamie Capach, 
Cynthia Gilkeson, Mike Landrum 

 

  
 
Mike Landrum, Verne M. Bell and David Bell display the Black Lives 
Matter banner the congregation voted to display at its roadside 
sign. (Photo by Twila Smith) 

 

 

THIS JUNE - EXAMINING WHITENESS: AN ANTI-RACISM 
CURRICULUM 

   One of the ways that racism affects us is by shaping 
our identity (and this is true for Whites and People of 
Color).  
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    As a follow-up to our May 7 service on white 
supremacy, Jamie Capach will be facilitating a monthly 
series of workshops for white people at UUCRT 
interested in transforming their whiteness through 
understanding the complex history of white supremacy 
of over four hundred years in the United States, and the 
impact it has on us as individuals and the society as a 
whole. Providing an anti-racism curriculum for white 
people allows deeper understanding of issues that are 
essential to furthering a white anti-racist identity. 
   Please sign up to participate (a sign-up sheet will be 
circulated) or by emailing Jamie Capach at 
mandycapach@gmail.com.  
    The six-workshop series will begin after service on 
June 18 at 12:30pm and continue monthly on the 
following schedule: 
June 18 - The History of White Supremacy in the United 
States 
July 16 - The Emotional Lives of White People 
August 20 - Racial Identity Development 
September 17 - Racial Identity Journey * 
October 15 - White Power and Privilege * 
November 19 - Developing a Positive White Identity* 
(Dates marked with * may be rescheduled to avoid 
conflict with Soul Matters Circle.) 

News 

 

Rocking the Paint 
 Jay, Patti, Ann, Laura, Twila, Mike, Verne, Jane and Pasha (hiding)  
and (front row) Jeanette and Nancy from the Wallkill River School  
"Rocked the Paint" at an April 29 fundraiser called Sip and Paint at 
the UUCRT. (Photo by Mary Louise Hagerdon) 

 

March to Ban the Bomb! 
Join Rev. Antal and Terri Pahucki as they march with the 
world on June 17 in New York City in support of the historic 
United Nations treaty to ban nuclear weapons. See Rev. 
Antal or Terri for more details. 

 

Remembrance and Hope 
James Yee, former US Army Chaplain at Guantanamo Bay, a 
Muslim, and author of the book “For God and Country: Faith 
and Patriotism Under Fire”, displays a photo of 1LT Mohsin 
A. Naqvi, a graduate of Newburgh Free Academy, who was 
killed in action in September 2008, in Afghanistan. Yee was 
a featured speaker at the Memorial Day Eve Interfaith 
Service of Remembrance, Lamentation & Hope held at the 
Temple of Virtue at the New Windsor Cantonment. Hassan 
Naqvi, brother of Mohsin, shared reflections and an offering 
to support refugee interpreters was collected in Mohsin’s 
honor. The Veteran/Clergy Memorial Day Working Group of 
the Greater Newburgh Interfaith Council, Veterans For 
Peace Hudson Valley Chapter 177, and Vet 2 Vet – Orange 
County co-sponsored the service. It featured area clergy, 
veterans and civilians. Presenters included the Rev. Dr. Chris 
J. Antal and Tariq Mohammad Ahadi (photo below), an 
Afghan refugee who served as interpreter for the US 
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military in Afghanistan and met Rev. Antal while he was 
serving  as a US  Army chaplain in Afghanistan. (Photos by 
Andrew Penny) 
 

 
 

 

Afghan Interpreter/Refugee 
Rev. Antal introduces Tariq Mohammad Ahadi who gave a 
public talk at the UUCRT on May 28. The event was 
sponsored by Veterans For Peace, Hudson Valley Chapter 

177. Mr. Ahadi and his family arrived in New York through 

the Special Immigrant Visa program in February of 2016 
with assistance from Rev. Antal and the UUCRT.  Mr. Ahadi 
spoke about his service with the US military and his 
experience with the US refugee resettlement system. He 
also read the names of 27 Afghan interpreters whom he 
personally knew who had been killed while serving the US 
military. Please mail your check payable to the UUCRT with 
“SIV refugee” in the memo line if you wish to support a local 
campaign to resettle interpreters in the Hudson Valley.  
(photo by Harry Tabak) 
 

 

Prospecting For Peace 
Rev. Dr. Chris J. Antal (center) and John Kinney, founding 
members of Veterans For Peace, Hudson Valley chapter 177, 
discuss pending legislation and national military policy with 
Michael Burten, Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand’s constituent liaison 
for veterans’ and military affairs at the senator’s Manhattan 
office recently. They urged the senator to support the Lieu-
Markey Bill HR 669 and S 200, Restricting First Use of 
Nuclear Weapons Act of 2017. This legislation would 
prohibit the President from launching a nuclear first strike 
without a declaration of war by Congress. Presently, 
President Trump has the power to launch a nuclear war at a 
moment’s notice. 

 

THE CHALICE LIGHT is the official 

newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation at Rock Tavern. 

   Mailing address: PO Box 502, Washingtonville, 
NY 10992-0502.  
Phone: (845) 496-9696.  
   Our minister, the Rev. Dr. Chris J. Antal, serves 
us half-time and is available to the congregation 
two Sundays a month and most Thursdays. To 
contact him, leave a confidential voicemail at 
(845) 297-2792, or send an email to 
antal@uuma.org. 
   Editor and email distribution:  John Kinney. Copy 
proofing: Athena Drewes and Keith Jordan; print 
distribution: Athena Drewes.  
Webmaster: Jay Beaumont, 
jaybeaumont49@gmail.com 

     Website: http://www.uucrt.org 
Please send news to: johnpkinney@hotmail.com  by 
the 15th of the month 

mailto:antal@uuma.org
mailto:jaybeaumont49@gmail.com
http://www.uucrt.org/
mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com
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