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October, 2015 Calendar 
All events are held at the UUCRT unless otherwise 
noted. Italicized events are not UU sponsored but may 
be of interest to congregants.  
 
UUCRT Qigong will no longer be on the calendar as an 
ongoing scheduled program. If you intend on coming to 
morning qigong, please call (845) 562-1911 Saturday 
evening to verify availability.  
 
Oct. 4, Sunday –  12:30 p.m. Sunday Services 
Committee     
 
Oct. 6, Tuesday -7 p.m. Orange County Psychic 
Experiences Group   
  
Oct. 10, Saturday – 7:30 p.m. Hudson Valley Folk Guild 
 
Oct. 11, Sunday –   Noon Potluck Luncheon 
12:30 p.m. Social Action Committee 
 
Oct. 24, Saturday – 7 p.m. Social Action Committee 
Movie—“Taking Root, The Vision of Wangari Maathai” 
 
Oct. 25, Sunday – UUCRT Board meeting, 12:30  p.m. 

Sunday Services  

Our Sunday services are held at 9 Vance Rd, Rock 
Tavern, NY at 10:30 a.m., unless otherwise noted. 
While we make every intention to publish an accurate 
calendar, topics may be subject to change. Please 
consult uucrt.org for the most up-to-date listings. 

We welcome all seekers regardless of age, creed, race, 
ability/disability, class, sexual orientation, and gender 
identity. 

Oct. 4: Redefining Stewardship 
Heather Broadfoot 
This year is coming to an end and so let us take the time 
to review and renew our commitments and 
priorities.  Can we let go of 2015 make some plans for 
2016? 
 
Oct. 11: Letting Go and Holding On 

Mike Landrum 

Letting go and holding on - two concepts that life offers 
us to choose.  
 
Oct. 18: Letting Go 

Rev. Chris J. Antal 

What does it mean to be a people who let go? 
 

Oct. 25: Day of the Dead  
Rev. Chris J. Antal 
An inter-generational service. Bring photos or other 
mementos to remember loved ones who have died.  
 

Minister’s Corner 
By the Rev. Chris J. Antal 
   Our theme for October is "Letting Go." In order to 
support deeper exploration of our monthly themes, and 
integration of the different aspects of congregational 
life, I recommended to the Board that we designate a 
"Soul Matters Sharing Table" during Fellowship Hour, 
and the Board agreed we should give it a try for the 
month of October.  

Each Sunday in October one of our Board members or 
another volunteer will host the conversation. The table 
can be a place to reflect on the message delivered that 
morning, or another morning, in the sanctuary. The 
table can also be a place for members in the writing 
group, who are meeting during the week to explore the 
monthly themes, to share their writing with others in 
the congregations.  
 
If you would like to engage in a focused dialogue on the 
monthly theme after the service then I encourage you 
to visit the Soul Matters Sharing Table. The table will be 
identified with the colorful tri-fold Twila Smith created, 
which lists the themes for each month of the year. If 
you would like to host a conversation during one of the 
upcoming Sunday fellowship hours then please contact 
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me. I hope you will take advantage of this new 
initiative.  
 
The mission of the UUCRT includes supporting one 
another in spiritual growth. Engaging the monthly 
themes and participating in the Soul Matters Sharing 
Table is one way we can live into our mission.  
 
See you on Sunday, 
 
Chris 

Message from the Board 
   A calendar is something few of us think about. The 
days pass, the pages turn, we go about our business of 
living our lives while we try and enjoy the passing of the 
seasons. We schedule items on our calendar and don't 
give much thought to when the year ends and the new 
year begins. 

But, sometimes the calendar gets in our way. This came 
up over the summer when Mike McGinn attended a 
joint meeting of the Committee on Shared Ministry and 
the Nominating Committee. The way it works now there 
is nothing much going on during the summer. We come 
back in September, have our homecoming service and 
attendance picks up again. We rush around organizing a 
pledge drive and writing a budget. The Nominating 
Committee has to make sure the Board positions are 
filled. The Board has to get everything ready for the 
November Congregational Meeting. Then, in January – 
smack dab in the middle of our program year – we 
reshuffle all our committees – including Lifespan 
Religious Exploration. If the Board changes, they have to 
jump right in the thick of things. 

We are so glad when this is over that we forget about it 
and repeat it again the following year as the days 
shorten. There has to be a better way. There is a better 
way.  

Imagine if our year started in July, just like most of the 
rest of the UUA. New Board members would have the 
summer to leisurely get in the swim of things. 
Committees could chat all summer about their plans. 
We would still have the September pledge and financial 
autumn panic until our finance folks are ready to make 
the leap, so our program year and Committee and 
Board terms will be out of sync for a little while. 

Think about it. There will be some by law changes on 
the agenda of the November Congregational Meeting to 
start moving our calendar along. Discuss it and ask 
questions. Soon September will truly be a time of joy as 
we enjoy the start of the program year and not a time 
of frenzy when we have so much to do. 

In Service, 

Heather, Jane, Twila, Bryon, Mike, Nate and Mike 

 

Labyrinth Dedication 

Rev. Chris J. Antal leads members of the congregation 
in the dedication of the new UUCRT labyrinth Sept. 13. 
The labyrinth was the creation of Jay Beaumont (white 
shirt third from right) who was assisted by the Birch 
School and members of the congregation. 

Committee News 

Applications Being Accepted for 
December 12th 2015 Craft Show 

We are gearing up for our Annual Holiday Craft Show 
and applications are still being accepted. We already 
have woodworkers, potters, fiber artists, 
photographers, painters, jewelers and others who have 
signed on.  So don’t be left out, and spread the word to 
others you think might like to participate.  Applications 
can be uploaded from our website or request one from 
our Craft Show Coordinator, Roberta Green 
(rgclaycreations@gmail.com). Deadline for applications 
is October 25th! 

mailto:rgclaycreations@gmail.com
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Along with artisan quality crafters, we also welcome 
local food vendors or others who would like to offer 
their culinary creations for sale. Think of packaging 
them to make memorable holiday gifts. Maybe even 
include a recipe and your own special branding! Share 
your passions and talents by participating in this 
wonderful one day Event and be a part of raising Funds 
for the UUCRT. It’s a “win-win” situation all around! 
Snow date for the Show is Sunday, December 13th.  

Here is a link to the craft show page on www.uucrt.org. 
It has the application form. 

https://sites.google.com/a/uucrt.org/main/upcoming-
events/craft-show 

Social Action 
Save the Date!  Spread the word! Our Movies with a 
Message film season opens on Sat. October 24th 7:00 
pm with the showing of Taking Root, The Vision of 
Wangari Maathai, Kenyan Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, 
whose simple act of planting trees grew into a 

nationwide movement to safeguard the environment, 
protect human rights and defend democracy.   
  
October Writing Table:  During this month 4 petitions 
are available for your signature.  The first is one for a 
nuclear weapon free world by 2020 sponsored by the 
Mayors for Peace, a global organization that began in 
Japan; the other three, requested by Scenic Hudson, are 
for us to pressure Gov. Cuomo, the NYS Dept. of 
Environmental Conservation, (DEC), and The Coast 
Guard to protect our beautiful Mid-Hudson Valley 
from derailment and tanker accidents due to the 
increasing gallons of heavy crude oil being shipped from 
the Canadian Tar Sands down the Hudson River. 
  
Verne M. Bell for SAC 

 

Communications Committee 

Email alerts: Just a reminder from the Communications 
Committee: We use a commercial provider, Constant 
Contact, to send  the weekly emails to members and 
friends . Some email servers will automatically place 
these in your “junk” folder. So, if you are not getting the 
weekly emails, please check your junk folder and mark 
them as safe. If you have any questions please contact 
Communications Chair John Kinney – 
johnpkinney@hotmail.com. 
 
Email assistance: John could also use some backup 
assistance for the emails for when he is out of town.  If 
you’d like to learn how to use a commercial email 
program (it’s not hard) and you enjoy design and 
communicating with others, please contact him. 

News 

A Chance to Participate in the UUA 
Common Read,  ‘Just Mercy’ 
You are invited to join in a bulk order of the UUA 
Common Read, Just Mercy. Please make checks of 
$12.80 payable to the UUCRT with Common Read in the 
memo portion. Checks should be given to Treasurer 
Heather Broadfoot no later than the Oct. 11 service. 

A Common Read invites participants to read and discuss 
the same book in a given period of time. A Common 
Read can build community in our congregations and our 
movement by giving diverse people a shared 
experience, shared language, and a basis for deep, 
meaningful conversations. 

Each year's Common Read is chosen by a committee 
including both headquarters and field staff of the 
Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA). Anyone may 
nominate a book. Read the criteria for Common Read 
selection. Nominate a book for 2016-17 using our online 
form. 

Common Read 2015-16 

We will ultimately not be judged by our technology, we 
won’t be judged by our design, we won’t be judged by 
our intellect and reason. Ultimately, you judge the 
character of a society . . . by how they treat the poor, 
the condemned, the incarcerated. – Bryan Stevenson 

http://www.uucrt.org/
https://sites.google.com/a/uucrt.org/main/upcoming-events/craft-show
https://sites.google.com/a/uucrt.org/main/upcoming-events/craft-show
mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com
http://www.uua.org/re/multigenerational/read/277194.shtml
http://www.uua.org/re/multigenerational/read/277194.shtml
http://www.uua.org/re/multigenerational/read/277350.shtml


UUCRT Chalice Light October, 2015 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock Tavern 

4 
Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan 
Stevenson (2014, Spiegel & Grau, an imprint of Random 
House) is this year's selection. Stevenson, founder of 
the Equal Justice Initiative, has dedicated his legal 
career to defending those who are trapped by an often 
capricious, political, and willfully unjust criminal justice 
system - poor people, people of color, children, and 

others over whom the 
system has run 
roughshod. It speaks to 
justice, mercy, and 
compassion, themes of 
concern to us as 
Unitarian Universalists 
and as human beings. It 
follows on recent 
Common Reads, such as 
The New Jim Crow and 
Reclaiming Prophetic 
Witness, and responds 
to recent statements 
passed by the delegates 
to the UUA General 

Assembly. 

Congregations, groups, and individuals are invited to 
purchase the book or find it in a public library and begin 
reading. Make plans for an in person discussion group in 
the fall or winter and/or find a reading buddy and begin 
informal conversations as you read the book together. 

Our Peace Advocacy 
Congregation 
We received the wonderful news in September that our 
congregation has been certified as a Peace Advocacy 
Congregation by the UU Peace Ministry Network 
(www.uupeacemakers.org), a volunteer organization of 
UUs dedicated to promoting a culture of peace in our 
families, our society and the world. Their unanimous 
decision makes the UUCRT the tenth such congregation 
in the UUA.  
  
A congregation may become a Peace Advocacy 
Congregation by performing an ongoing range of peace 
activities in the areas of international peace; personal, 
domestic and congregational peace; peace lobbying and 
activism; and military personnel support.  
  

The Peace Ministry Network “assert[s] that there are 
nonviolent ways to demonstrate our country’s 
fundamental values of respect for life and inherent 
dignity of all the peoples of the Earth. We believe that 
violence in our families, schools and congregations can 
be reduced with training in nonviolent behavior.  To 
these ends, the Peace Advocacy Program has been 
developed to encourage UU congregations to act on 
these yearnings by creating a culture of peace.”  
  
To attain the certification, board member Nate Binzen 
worked closely with Rev. Chris to write a narrative 
describing the UUCRT’s peacemaking activities in recent 
years and decades. This report creates a record of the 
impressive efforts and achievements of many dedicated 
members of the congregation. It also spells out our 
vision for peace advocacy, which gives special attention 
to the complex push-and-pull of support for military 
personnel and resistance to state violence. Copies are 
available in the lobby, and on the UUCRT website –
www.uucrt.org.   
  
There is too much to celebrate in our past work to 
recount here – that’s what a 10-page report is for! – but 
just a taste of it would include our collective attendance 
at the Peace and Planet actions in New York City this 
past April (the largest UUA contingent there!); our 
journey with Rev. Chris as military chaplain; our recent 
work with the LGBT community at West Point; activism 
concerning moral concerns about drone warfare; and 
decades of member engagement in groups like Women 
in Black and the Wounded Warriors Project. 
  
An honoring of the UUCRT’s new status will occur at the 
next UUA General Assembly, which Rev. Chris will 
attend. But becoming recognized as a Peace Advocacy 
Congregation is only a stop on the path, and in fact it 
points to a commitment to continue with our vigorous 
peacemaking actions in the future. 
  

Oct. 25 Collection Designated for 
Minister’s Discretionary Fund 
   The Oct. 25 collection will be dedicated to 
replenishing the Minister’s Discretionary Fund. All 
pledge checks deposited in that collection will be 
designated for the fund but will also be credited to your 
pledge account.  
 

 

http://www.uuabookstore.org/Just-Mercy-P17700.aspx
http://www.uupeacemakers.org/
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  Bingo! Anne Beck Needs Your Help 
   Member Anne Beck is organizing a Bingo fund raiser 
tentatively scheduled for March of 2016. She’ll need 
assistance in this effort. A sign-up sheet to volunteer for 
this fund raiser will be in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Verne Bell Honored for Outstanding 
Leadership in Newburgh 
At its 21st Annual recognition Celebration, Verne M. 
Bell was honored by the Living in Jesus Ministry Church 
& Hudson Valley Christian Church for her outstanding 
leadership with the Exodus Newburgh Extension 
Program. 
 
The well attended dinner event, held at the Hudson 
Valley Hotel also honored leaders of the Assembly of 
God, the Boys and Girls Club, the Dept. of Public Works 
and the Board of education. 
 
UUCRT extends our congratulations to Verne for her 
continuing efforts toward social justice and as our Chair 
of the Social Action Committee. 
submitted by Betty Munford 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Promise Fundraiser 
     Family Promise of the Mid-Hudson Valley is 
holding a Wine Tasting Fundraiser at Benmarl Winery 
on October 22nd from 6:30-9:30pm. Tickets include a 
tour of the vineyard and winery, appetizers and 
tasting of Benmarl Winery’s award winning wines. 
Tickets are $25 and are sold only through advanced 
sale. For information or to order tickets, contact 
Christina at Christina@familypromisemhv.org, 845-
838-3764; or make checks out to FPMHV and mail to 
P.O. Box 104, Newburgh, NY 12551. 

THE CHALICE LIGHT is the official 

newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation at Rock Tavern.  
 
Mailing address: PO Box 502, Washingtonville, NY  
10992-0502. Phone: (845) 496-9696.  
 
Editor and email distribution:  John Kinney. Copy 
proofing: Athena Drewes and Keith Jordan; print 
distribution: Athena Drewes; webmaster: Jay Beaumont; 
jbeaumont@hvc.rr.com 
Website: http://www.uucrt.org 
 

Please send news to: johnpkinney@hotmail.com 
 by the 15th of the month 

 

mailto:Christina@familypromisemhv.org
http://www.uucrt.org/
mailto:johnpkinney@hotmail.com

