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Sunday Schedule
Forum: 9:30 am in the Library
Worship: 11:00 am -12:15 pm
followed by a Coffee Hour in the
Social Hall
Nursery: Available during service
for infants through age 2
Children: 11:00 AM -12:15 PM
Religious Ed. classes for children ages
3 through 12th grade

Sept. 12, 2009
9:30 am Forum Topic: The US
Economy
11:00 am Sermon Topic: "What Is a
Religious Humanist?" by Rev. Dr. Neal
Jones

Sept. 19, 2010
9:30 am Forum Topic: Cynicism
11:00 am Sermon Topic: Service of
Music, A Congregational Sing

What’s in this Issue
Ministerial Musings..…........Page 1
Community Chalice ………. Page 2
Events & Meetings………… Page 3 - 4
Religious Education……..... Page 5
Board Minutes……………… Page 6
September Calendar. …….. Page 7
Contact Info ……………….. Page 7

Ministerial Musings

Bin Laden Got the Last Laugh

After seven years of war, President Obama has
announced the end of the American combat mission in Iraq.
Nevertheless, over 50,000 U.S. "military advisers" will remain in
Iraq. Said the President, "The United States has paid a huge
price to put the future of Iraq into the hands of its own people."
What an understatement. There have been 4,400 U.S.
casualties from our invasion and occupation of Iraq and over
30,000 U.S. injuries, many of whom will be physically and
psychologically maimed for life. Despite the claim of Gen.
Tommy Franks that "we don't do body counts," there have been
100,000 documented Iraqi civilian deaths.

The combined Iraqi and Afghan wars have drained over
a trillion dollars from our treasury at the very time when our
schools, roads, and bridges have fallen into disrepair, we have
laid off teachers and police, our schools don’t have enough
textbooks, our people cannot afford healthcare, and our
general standard of living has suffered. Instead of rebuilding
Iraq, a country we destroyed, we should be rebuilding America.
I can't help but think of the warning given by that 20th century
prophet, Martin Luther King, Jr., “A nation that continues year
after year to spend more on military defense than on programs
of social uplift is approaching spiritual death.”

Our country has paid a huge price indeed and it has
been for a bill of goods. Let us remember, this very costly war
was unnecessary. Despite President Bush's claims to inflame
a war fever, there never were any weapons of mass destruction
and there never were any links between Al Qaeda and the Iraqi
government or between Bin Laden and Saddam Hussein (in
fact, Bin Laden regarded Saddam as an infidel). Based upon
these lies and our national desire for vengeance after 9/11, the
United States preemptively attacked a nation that posed no
threat to us. Maybe the Iraqis could have shaken us to our
senses if they had used as their motto, "Remember Pearl
Harbor."

This unnecessary, immoral war has been costly to our
national soul, as well. David Scott, our own Carolyn McLeod's
brother, puts it well:

Bin Laden, in his ruthless brilliance, planted a mustard
seed of terrorism on 9/11 and it grew into a national
paranoia---a mental disease that has crippled us,
robbed us of our moral compass, and turned Americans
against each other. A palpable and paralyzing fear and
hatred of all things foreign or “un-American” has
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Cont’d from Page 1

corrupted our whole society. We no longer even give other Americans the benefit
of the doubt. We, a nation founded on the belief in tolerance and fairness, have
traded these time-honored attributes for bigotry, arrogance, and partisanship.

When thousands protest the building of a Muslim community center blocks from Ground Zero,
when a church plans to burn copies of the Koran on 9/11, when Arab-Americans are harassed each
day because they "look like terrorists," when a so-called Tea Party movement can elect candidates
based on fear and smear campaigns, we know that we have paid dearly. On 9/11, Bin Laden won.

Neal

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Community Chalice
We extend our appreciation to...

Mike Paget, Joan Watterson, Karen Sundstrom, Andrea Pixley, Marilyn Miss, and Debbie Darkfyre
for de-cluttering our kitchen.

Mike Paget for putting on a power point presentation on Committee Night, "Working with Volunteers."

Jim Burton for painting the wall in the alcove, installing name tag holders in the foyer, and exhibiting his
son's glass work in the foyer display case.

Our co-presidents, Don and Pat Mohr, who have submitted a grant request for $34,000 to the Thomas
Jefferson District Chalice Lighter program to refurbish our playground and construct a patio courtyard
outside our social hall. Several members assisted them in writing this grant request, but they were the
writers-in-chief.

We extend our support and concern to...

Noah Schumacher, son of Kevin and Jenny, who had an appendectomy on August 31.

We extend our congratulations to...

Sarah and Chris Pregnall, who have a new daughter, and to Gwen and Leila, who has a new sister.
Ann Mae Pregnall was born on September 1.

"If you have any joys or concerns you'd like to share with the Fellowship, please forward them to
uucc@uucolumbia.org "

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG EEVVEENNTTSS AANNDD MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

UU Christian Fellowship
The UU Christian Fellowship group will meet Sunday, September 19 at 12:30 p.m. in classroom 5 hosted
by Ed Lafreniere. A light lunch will be provided. If you plan to attend, please call Ed at 622-0761 so enough
loaves and fishes will be served. We will be discussing the theme of future group meetings.

Attention:
Please refer to the Freecycle Table rules, which are posted on the side of the cabinets on the stage,
BEFORE leaving any items. The stage is NOT a dumping ground or storage area. If you have any
questions regarding the Freecycle Table, please contact Andrea Pixley at uufc@andreapixley.com.

Harvest Hope Food Bank
Collecting canned vegetables, fruits, soups, stews, meats and tuna, peanut butter,
rice, instant potatoes, Macaroni & Cheese, powdered milk, sugar, coffee, diapers
and personal hygiene items. Donations will be delivered each Monday.

Baby Shower--For the Family Who Has Everything:
Sarah Pregnell (Childrens Choir Director and K-2 Teacher) Husband Chris, Daughters Gwen & Leila have
increased their family size by one more! Their next month or two will be both joyous & exhausting so
Bethany would like to invite one & all to an Open House & Pot Luck where Sarah gets to take home all the
leftovers! So drop in on September 18th from 4pm till 8pm to kiss the new baby. Bring your food in a
container that Sarah can have or that you can spare for a while. Contact Bethany at johnlazzi@yahoo.com
for location and questions.

Green Sanctuary Committee
The Green Sanctuary Committee always welcomes new members! If interested, please join us on the 3rd
Wednesday of every month at 7:00 pm in the RE wing. Contact Andrea Pixley for more information.

Women’s Book Group
The UUCC Women’s Book Group will meet Tuesday, September 14,
at 7:00 PM in Room 5. We will discuss Things Fall Apart by Chinua
Achebe. Anyone with questions may contact Sandy Chubon, 776-0784.
sjchubon@sc.rr.com

Partner Church Committee
“Romance at the Keyboard”, a collection of beautiful selections by favorite 19th century romantic

composers, will be performed by Bob Scott and Molly Jones to benefit our Partner Church in Beszterce,
Romania and to fulfill our commitment to sponsoring a student attending Janos Zsigmond Unitarian High
School in Transylvania.

Though the congregation in Beszterce is small the need is great and without our continued efforts,
it probably could not continue in its present capacity since there is little to no money available to them in
Romania. And without us our student, Ildiko Kertesz, would not be able to afford the education we, here in
Columbia, are helping to provide for her. With no parents to pay her tuition, she would likely lack the tools
young people need to have a decent life in that part of Europe.

Watch for further details as we get closer to time for the event. The Partner Church Committee is
sure you will find the program enjoyable and inspirational. We look forward to seeing you there.

UUAM (UU Animal Ministry)
UUAM is collecting pet food for the pets of needy senior recipients of Meals on Wheels. All natural pet food
is preferred, but all contributions are gratefully appreciated. Please put donations in the blue bin on the
stage in the Social Hall.



4

"New to UU" Class
The next "New to UU" Class will be Sept. 12th, immediately following the service. Rev. Jones will lead a
discussion of UU history. Held in room 6 in the RE wing, this class is for those considering joining our
congregation.

UU Hiking Group
If you like getting away to the Great Outdoors, the UU Hiking Group wants you! We do hikes, canoe trips,
tubing, and lots of other fun activities on a monthly basis. Email us at john.charbonnet@gmail.com or
claireshawhan@yahoo.com.

Fair Trade Organic Coffee
Support the Senior High Youth Group's year-round fundraiser by ordering fair trade, organic coffee. A
variety of teas and chocolate treats are also available. Orders are placed every Monday. Funds will be
used to offset the costs of our June 2011 UU Heritage Trip to Boston. If you don't see a table set up for
taking orders on Sunday, just call Barbie Seymour at 447-0862 anytime before 9:00 a.m. on Monday
mornings.

We Need You…
This fall the Board is beginning several major new projects, and we need people to work on one of these
NOW. We are having a garage/yard sale again. This will be the kick-off event for major fund-raising
planned for this year to improve our play ground and for renovations to the social hall/foyer as outlined in
our master plan. We hope to have the sale on October 16, and we need a coordinator plus numerous
helpers to sort items, set up and arrange tables, and run things on the day of the sale. Helpers may
choose to set items out in the social hall and/or assist during the day of the sale. This project will require
several hours of work during the week leading up to the sale, but many past participants have said that
they really enjoy it, because it’s a great way to get to know people, and you get an early look at
everything. If you are interested in working on this project, there will be a sign-up sheet in the Social Hall
starting next Sunday. AND if you have been hoarding any usable goodies, please consider donating them
to this effort.

Harvest Hope Service Opportunity
We have requested to serve again at Harvest Hope Food Bank on October 9, 2010. If you are interested
in this service opportunity, please add your name to the sign up list in the Social Hall or email Cheryl Soehl
at csoehl@soehl.com. This will be the only group service opportunity at Harvest Hope until the new year.

CCOOFFFFEEEEHHOOUUSSEE September 11, 2010

Ronny Cox with Jack Williams
www.ronnycox.com/
http://jackwilliamsmusic.com/
The UU Coffeehouse opens its 17th season September 11, 2010. The UU is a listening room showcasing
acoustic music with connections to folk, blues, Celtic, bluegrass, jazz, and international music. Featuring
musicians who tour nationally and internationally, the UU is a favorite performing and listening room for
musicians who bring unique original music to the Columbia area.
Doors open at 7:30, and the music begins at 8:00. Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for students with
advance reservations by calling the events line at 1-888-849-4224 ext. 4, or $12/$7 at the door. Children
through 8th grade are free.
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Religious Education
RE Open House – WOW! A big thank you to all of the teachers,

volunteers, children and parents who came out for our amazing RE Open
House on Aug. 28th. The energy buzzing in the RE wing that day was
exhilarating and the parents & kids got a preview of the wonderful plans we
have for this church year. So far we have 25 families and 40 kids registered
in our RE program this year! If you have not registered your children yet,
please do so as soon as possible by visiting www.uucolumbia.org and click
on Religious Education. Next week is the first week of classes, and we
need all children who attend regularly to be registered.

PARENTS MUST SIGN CHILDREN IN AND OUT OF RE - This year we are asking a parent or guardian
to accompany their children (5th grade and below) to their classroom as they are sung out from the
Sanctuary. There is a sign in sheet in each classroom and children must be signed in and out each week.
Youth 6th Grade and above may sign themselves in to their class, however they must be signed out by a
parent/guardian immediately after service. If children are not in the classroom, they will be on the
playground. Too many children are wandering through the building alone, presenting a safety concern.
Also, this gives parents and teachers a chance to connect each week! Thank you in advance for your
cooperation!

Sept. 12 – Today is the 1st Day of the Church School Year! Hooray! All children will begin in the
Sanctuary for our Teacher Dedication and then will be dismissed for the first day of Sunday School. Most
classes will be developing classroom covenants, or agreements of how we will “be” with each other in the
classroom. This is a very important process that requires input from the children and youth, so please
make sure they attend.

Sept 18. RE Classes resume this week. Coming of Age and YRUU go straight to their classrooms.

Sept. 26 Children in 7th grade and below will attend our first Social Action Sunday on the Story of Stuff –
an exploration into the relationship between consumption, faith, and the health of our planet.

On the Horizon…...

Oct. 1 – Save the Date: Religious Education Visioning “World Café” Potluck! All members of the
congregation, children and youth included, are invited to participate in a Religious Education Conversation
led by Sue Sinnamon from the Thomas Jefferson District on Friday Oct. 2, from 5:30-7:30 pm in the Social
Hall. We will meet for a discussion about our hopes, dreams and visions for RE. Help our new DRE get off
to a good start by participating in this planning process. Bring your favorite dish to share for a communal
supper.

FALL YOUTH CONferences Theme: CONnecting with the Earth
Youth CONs hold a special place in many UU hearts. The Fall Cons at the UU-affiliated Mountain Retreat
and Learning Center, in Highlands, NC, are extremely popular, so we need to register early. CON
registrations are only accepted when sent by the designated congregational Religious Education leader, so
please send all inquiries and interest to Lisa Casey at dre@uucolumbia.org ASAP. Cost is $90 per
person.

The dates for the Fall Cons are:
Elementary (3rd-5th), Nov. 12-14 (Sign up & pay with DRE by Wed., Oct. 6)
Middle School (6th-8th) Nov. 19-21 (Sign up & pay with DRE by Wed., Oct. 27)
High School (9th-12th), Dec. 3-5 (Sign up & pay with DRE by Wed., Nov.11)

Parents are encouraged to volunteer as trip “advisors.” CONs are a great way to spend quality time with
your child! We will need a minimum of at least one female and one male advisor (1 advisor per 4 youth),
possibly more depending on number of youth interested. Advisors attend free! Please email Lisa if you’re
interested in being an advisor.
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SUUSI vacation

David Long and Susan Robinson light a candle for their wonderful summer vacation experience
at SUUSI – The Southeastern Unitarian Universalist Summer Institute - 2010. For $1,400 they
enjoyed a superbly organized adult, “camp-like” week on the lovely campus of Radford
University, near Blacksburg, VA. Only 4 ½ hours drive straight up I-77 and I-81, they had a
dormitory room and wonderful food in the college cafeteria. Ron and Gertrude Edge also went
and we all renewed our friendship with former member, Wil Moredock, now from Charleston UU
church.

Susan spent 2 hours each morning Mon-Thursday at a workshop “Together We Sing,” led by the
dynamic singer, songwriter from N.Y. state, Reggie Harris. Listen to “All about Love” and other
songs at http://www.kimandreggie.com/

David enjoyed outdoor events: the high ropes course, hiking, and a full day climbing a cliff
face. We visited a co-housing project in Blacksburg, went birding at dusk, took a session of
circle dance, tasted chocolates of USA, went wine tasting and to the new Taubman Museum of
Art in Roanoke.

There was singing and dancing every evening and time with UU’s from all over. It was impossible
to do everything, but all was high quality. Looking back, it was a “WOW” experience. For
inspiration for your own SUUSI vacation July 17-23, 2011, go to www.suusi.org.
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Unigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram Deadline
The e-mail deadline for the Unigram is 9:00 pm, on Sunday, Sept. 26th.
Please submit articles and announcements for the next issue to uucc@uucolumbia.org

Staff
Minister Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones minister@uucolumbia.org
Administrator Gin Beery uucc@uucolumbia.org
Youth Coordinator Morgan Gauthreaux youth@uucolumbia.org
Bookkeeper Ann Cargill bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org
Custodian John Squire
Board of Trustees
Co-President Don & Pat Mohr president@uucolumbia.org
President-Elect Barry Ahrendt president-elect@uucolumbia.org
Treasurer Linda Brennison treasurer@uucolumbia.org
Secretary Mike Sullivan secretary@uucolumbia.org
Members at Large Ivy Coleman, Elizabeth Harris, Marcia Fletcher,

Walter Patterson, and Andrea Pixley
Past President Joe Long pastpresident@uucolumbia.org
Phone: Office (803) 799-0845 FAX: (815) 550-4740
UUFC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
Office Hours: Tues. – Fri. 11:30 am – 4:30 pm Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4

September 2010 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS

Meeting Date Time Location
Akido Class Mon., Wed., Sat. 6:00 am Social Hall
Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 8:00 pm Sanctuary
Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
Committee Night (starts with dinner) 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Dinner in the Social Hall
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising 1st & 3rd Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
Forum Every Sunday 9:30 am Library
Funeral Consumer Alliance 2nd Monday 5:30 pm Classroom
Green Committee 3rd Wednesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5
Knit or Not Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
New Member Class 2nd Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 6
RE Committee 3rd Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom # 5
Science & Religion Book 2nd Thurs., Feb., April,

June, Aug., Oct., Dec.
7:00 pm Classroom # 5

September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
Technology Committee 3rd Thursday 7:00 pm Workroom 1
UU Animal Ministry 1st and 3rd Sunday 12:15 pm Library
UU Christian Fellowship no meeting July – Aug 12:30 pm Classroom # 5
UU Partner Church Committee Contact: Lee Minghi, 798-0904 or Carita Barr, 782-0053
Visitor Orientation 4th Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 6
Walk/Hike Group Last Saturday Morning's Different locations
Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5
Writer’s Group 2nd and 4th Monday 6:30 pm Social Hall
Rentals
Americans United 2nd Sunday

NO SEPT. MEETING
6:00 pm Sanctuary

Tai Chi 803-647-9283
columbia.sc@taoist.org

Every Tuesday 10:00 am and
6:00 pm

Social Hall
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The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia
2701 Heyward Street
Columbia, SC 29205

Return Service Requested

Please, help us update our mailing list.
To delete or change your address,
Email: uucc@uucolumbia.org

======================================================================

THE SIX SOURCES OF FAITH FOR UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS

• Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which
moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which create and uphold life;

• Words and deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront powers and
structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power of love;

• Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life;

• Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God's love by loving our neighbors
as ourselves;

• Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of
science, and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit;

• Spiritual teachings of earth-centered traditions which celebrate the sacred circle of life and
instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature.
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