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Sunday Schedule 
Forum:      9:30 am in the Library 
Worship:  11:00 am -12:15 pm         
followed by a Coffee Hour in the  
Social Hall 
Nursery:   Available during service           
for infants through age 2 
   

 
September 16, 2012 

9:30 am Forum Topic:  TBA   
11:00 am Sermon Topic: “Why are we 
building monuments to these people?” 
Jay Bender 
 
 
September 23, 2012 

9:30 am Forum Topic:  TBA   
11:00 am Sermon Topic: “On the 
Media,” by Corey Hutchins, lead 
investigative reporter for Free Times 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ministerial Musings 
 

Next Year's Sabbatical 
 

 A sabbatical is a very old concept that connotes a 
period of rest and renewal.  It shares the same root as 
"Sabbath," the biblical term meaning a day of rest after six 
days of labor.  The observance of sabbaticals is standard 
practice in the Unitarian Universalist ministry and in other 
faith traditions, too, given the demanding nature of 
ministry.  The typical practice is that UU ministers accrue 
six months of sabbatical leave for six years of fulltime 
service.  This is our case, as well, as this is part of my 
annual contract with the congregation.  Hard to believe, 
but as of next July, I will have served as your fulltime 
minister six years and three years as your part-time 
minister before that.   
 I will be "away" on sabbatical from September 2013 
through February 2014, though I will still be here in 
Columbia.  Some ministers take trips, read extensively, 
take courses, and/or go back to school during their 
sabbatical.  I plan to write.  Writing is a passion of mine 
that largely gets neglected because of the daily and 
weekly demands of pastoral ministry.  Writing requires 
sustained concentration and large blocks of uninterrupted 
time, both of which are in short supply during my normal 
work routine.  I want to transform my doctoral dissertation, 
written 13 years ago at Baylor, into a book entitled Jesus: 
A Spiritual Guide for the 21st Century.  Despite my growth 
from my Baptist roots, I still regard myself as a follower of 
Jesus, and it frustrates and embarrasses me to see how 
far American Christianity has strayed from the life and 
teachings of Jesus.  His teachings and parables are often 
treated as simplistic, moralistic sermons, but I see them 
as invitations to delve deeper into our souls and become 
more humane and more human.  I'd like to share my 
perspectives with a wider audience. 
 I also want to write a book entitled Spirituality 
Beyond Belief.  More and more people regard themselves 
as "spiritual" but not "religious" because, I believe, 
traditional religion is hung up on archaic cosmologies, 
creeds, and ways of thinking that may have been 
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appropriate for the 1st Century but are now incomprehensible, if not laughable, to the modern 
mind.  I want to spell out a spirituality that is credible, livable, and relevant.  I think spirituality 
has more to do with becoming whole instead of holy.   
 So who will "mind the store" during this six-month period?  Fortunately, our 
congregation will not have to reinvent the wheel.  We have experienced a sabbatical before 
with our previous minister.  In fact, that was when I first became involved with our 
congregation.  I was hired, along with a retired UU minister, to preach once a month, as well 
as to provide rites of passage (i.e., weddings, memorial services, etc.).  The other two 
Sundays each month were covered, as they are now when I am not in the pulpit, by the 
Worship Committee, who invites guest speakers from our congregation and community.  
During our last sabbatical, the congregation also formed a "Listening Ears" team involving 
counselors in our congregation who were available to members if they needed a trained 
listener.  I anticipate that we will take similar steps during this upcoming sabbatical. 
 My colleagues in ministry who have taken sabbaticals tell me of the new energy, 
enthusiasm, and ideas they bring back to their congregations from their sabbaticals, as well 
as the sense of a fresh start for both minister and congregation.  They also tell me that their 
time away allows new leaders within the congregation to emerge and assume greater 
responsibility. I anticipate that this will be an invigorating shot in the arm for both myself and 
our congregation.            
              

            Neal  

 

      Community Chalice 
  
We extend our concern and support to… 
 
Clay Moore, who has transferred from Richland Memorial Hospital to HealthSouth Rehab. 
 
 
We extend our appreciation to … 
 
Jeff Kruse, who has repaired the sink in the women's restroom and for painting Room 10 in the RE 
Wing, and Kevin Eason for repairing the leak-damaged ceiling and broken window pane in that room. 
 
Regina Moody for covering bulletin boards in the RE Wing and for installing new glides on the chairs 

in Room 5. 

Debbie Billings and Ivan Segura for attending Elementary OWL (“Our Whole Lives” sexuality 
education) facilitator training Sept. 7-9 in Atlanta. UUCC hopes to offer OWL classes for grades K-1 
and 4-6 in the spring. 
 
Morgan Gauthreaux for creating the slide show for the Aug. 26 Water Communion Multigenerational 
Service and David Roof for his technical assistance with the slideshow. 
 
 
We extend our congratulations to … 
 
Billie and Kayla Goodman, who have completed their Master Level Reiki attunement class. 
 
Mike Sullivan, who finished second nationally in the Meals on Wheels Association of America's 2012 
American Volunteer contest on Facebook, earning $750 for our local Meals on Wheels, for which he is 
a weekly volunteer. 
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Thanks You’s 

 
Dear UUCC, 
 Thank you for your generous donation to South Carolina Respite Coalition. This money will be 
used to connect family caregivers with respite resources and to provide a few of them some respite.  It 
will also help match a small grant we have just received for Alzheimer’s caregiver education.  Thank 
you for recognizing the need and acting upon it.  We have been able to survive because of dedicated 
supporters and visionary people like you.  Many thanks for your belief in us.  Yours faithfully, Kathy 
Mayfield-Smith, Board President, and Susan M. Robinson, LMSW, Director 
 
Dear UUCC, 
 Thank you for your very generous donation to Pets, Inc., the Carolinas Humane Society.  
Donations like yours are inspirational to our staff and volunteers.  As you know, all donations we 
receive benefit the 200+ animals always at our shelter as well as the many in foster homes.  Thank 
you again for your support.  It’s people like you who enable us to give these animals the loving, caring 
homes they deserve.  Patricia McQueen, President 
  

 

 

 
200th Member Joins UUCC 

 
During the Sunday service of Sept. 9, the 200th member joined our congregation, the Shillington-
Perez family.  Emilio is an infectious disease physician at Lexington Medical Center; Nancie, a 
substitute teacher for Lexington 1 and a docent at the Columbia Museum of Art; Santiago, a freshman 
at Lexington High; and Soraya, a 4th grader in the immersion program at Pleasant Hill Elementary.  
Long-time members Don and Pat Mohr co-signed the membership book as “witnesses,” and Rev. 
Jones presented the family with a toaster. 
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Upcoming Events and Meetings 
 

LAST CHANCE for Input About Our New Minister! 
          Did that get your attention?  Okay, he’s not exactly new, but when our minister was certified as 
a UU minister by the Unitarian Universalist Association this past year, this congregation selected a 
Ministerial Transition Committee (MTC) to coordinate the process that will lead to a congregational 
vote to “call” Rev. Jones.  This vote, now scheduled for December 2, would change Rev. Jones’ 
status from a contract minister (contracted with the Board on a year-by-year basis) to a called minister 
(in covenant with the congregation for an indefinite period of time). The MTC needs input from the 
congregation to inform this process. 
          We already have results from a survey and one small group meeting.  THIS SUNDAY, SEPT. 
16, will be your last official opportunity to help us decide where you want this congregation to go and 
the minister’s role in helping us get there.  Please join us in the sanctuary about 15 minutes after the 
service for a short session led by your MTC members. 
          We invite families and youth to participate in this group meeting, and childcare will be provided 
during the meeting. Please check your children in at the Nursery. As the meeting is during meal time, 
children and youth are invited to bring a brown-bag lunch and (weather permitting) eat on the 
playground during the meeting. 
          Your Ministerial Transition Committee: Pat Mohr (chair); Sarah Corbett; Sharon Givens; Sonya 
Jones; Bethany Storlazzi; Bauer Westeren; and Bob Whitaker.  

 

Sign Up Now for Fall Flings! 

We have an exciting and fun-filled line up of events for our 2012 UUCC Fall Flings 

fundraisers!   Please sign up after the Sunday service or by emailing 

fundraising@uucolumbia.org.  Pay when you sign up or before event if possible.   

1.  September 22nd (Sat.), 8 PM – 11 PM.  6 Piece Jazz ensemble, by Sara Williams.  $10 suggested 

tip in band tip jar, at Utopia, 3830A Rosewood Drive, Columbia.  (No cover charge).   

2.  October 19th (Fri.), 6:30 PM.  Four-course Dinner with the Preacher Man, by Carol and Don 

Dodson.  $75 per person, at 727 Dial Creek Rd., Elgin, SC.  Limit 6 persons.   

3.  October 20th (Sat.), 7 PM – 9 PM.  Tarot Card Reading, by Bauer Westeren.  $20 per person, at 

UUCC.   

4.  October 27th (Sat.), 2 PM – 4 PM.  Building a Family (Discussion), by Mike Kelly.   $20 per 

person, at 306 Angus Drive, Columbia.  Limit 15 persons.   

5.  November 2nd (Fri.), 7 PM – 9 PM.  Making Glass Jewelry (for Adults), by Ivy Coleman and 

Robin Scherer.  $30 per person, at UUCC.  Limit 10 persons.   

6.  November 3rd (Sat.), 9 AM – 11 AM.   Making Glass Jewelry (for Kids), by Ivy Coleman and 

Robin Scherer.  $20 per person, at  UUCC.  Limit 10 persons.   

7.  November 10th (Sat.), 10 AM – 12 noon.  Handbuild Your Own Ceramic Chalice, by Betsy 

Kaemmerlen.  $40 per person, at UUCC.  Limit 10 persons.   

8.  November 10th (Sat.), 6 PM.   Pasta, Passion and Pistols:  A Murder Mystery Dinner,  by 

Christina Seel.  $30 per person, at UUCC.   

9.  November 17th (Sat.), 9 AM – 12 noon.  A Book in a Day:  Journal Making (a family art activity),  

by Ann Cargill and Hannah Tvedten.  $20 per person, at UUCC.  Limit 20 persons.   

mailto:fundraising@uucolumbia.org
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10.  November 17th (Sat.), 7 PM – 9 PM.  Line Dancing 101, by Susan Jo Tokarski and Michael 

Sullivan.  $20 per person, at UUCC. 

11.  December 1st (Sat.) and December 8th (Sat.), 10 AM – 12 noon.  Cookie House Building 

Workshop, by Ruthie Saunders.  $20 per adult-child team or adult, at UUCC.   Limit 5 teams.   

12.  December 1st (Sat.), 3 PM – 5 PM.  Afternoon Tea, by Elizabeth Harris.  $25 per person, at 

Harris residence.  Limit 15 persons. 

13.  December 7th (Fri.), 7 PM – 9 PM.  Wine and Cheese Cabaret with UU Poetry Readings, by 

Don Mohr and Ann Johnson.  $25 per person, at UUCC.   

14.  Various.  Tell the Minister Where to Go ... with his sermons, by Rev. Dr. Neal Jones.  For $100, 

you can “buy” a sermon by submitting a topic to Rev. Jones, which he will address in a sermon.  Limit 

2 sermons.  To help fund Installation Ceremony on January 27th.   

September Share the Plate Recipient 
The South Carolina Progressive Network is a coalition of grassroots activists who have joined 

forces to promote social and economic justice in our state.  Created in 1995 as a tool to engage South 
Carolinians in their communities and in their government, the Network connects people to each other 
and to resources designed to leverage the work of progressive organizations.  Visit 
www.scpronet.com for more information. 

 
Freecycle Table 
 A big thank you to everyone who is participating in our new and improved FREECYCLE 
center.  GO GREEN by recycling your unwanted items without a trip to the thrift store.  SAVE MONEY 
by browsing our wide variety of FREE STUFF.  Just a reminder: FREECYCLE does not accept adult 
clothing - only gently worn children's clothes.  Also, please refrain from donating broken or dirty items.  
Any questions?  Contact Andrea Derrick at derrick.andrea@gmail.com or Barbie Seymour at 
seymour.barbie@gmail.com. 

 
Art Exhibit for August and September 

The Art Exhibits Committee is happy to showcase the work of our own Virginia Seymour.  
Virginia is a 2012 graduate of SC Governor’s School of the Arts in Greenville, SC, where she 
specialized in visual arts with a concentration in metals. This fall she will be attending the University of 
Pennsylvania where she will study art history and psychology. 

Virginia has been an active participant in UUCC religious education programs since the age of 
five.  She has made many contributions to that program―working as a summer camp counselor and 
substitute nursery/childcare worker, participating in the youth group cardboard community (to raise 
awareness of homelessness), and organizing the youth campaign against Don't Ask Don't Tell. 

Her other interests include bookbinding, cooking, reading, sewing, camping, and hiking.  
Virginia has just returned from the UUA Service Committee's Civil Rights Journey, where she was 
among a select group of UU young people who toured southern cities that played a crucial role in the 
civil rights movement of the 1960s, including Atlanta, Birmingham, Montgomery, and Selma. The 
group toured historical sites, museums, and UU churches and met with many who were involved in 
the protests that led to legal and social reform.  In addition, they were introduced to persons currently 
working for equal rights for the disenfranchised and discriminated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scpronet.com/
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   UU Coffeehouse FRIDAY, September 14 
Chuck Brodsky with the Mobros.  The UU Coffeehouse listening room is located at 2701 Heyward 

Street. Tickets are $13 for adults and $5 for high school and college students with a reservation request 
left at 803-200-2824.  Leave your name and the number of tickets you need, and pay at the door.  Without 
reservations, tickets are $15 and $7. Children through 8th grade are free with a paying adult. Doors open 
at 7:00 for open mic performers and the main show begins at 8:00. For more information, visit 
uucoffeehouse.org. 

 
Outdoor Group 

Join us on Saturday, September 15th, for a walk through the shady streets of the 
historic Elmwood Park neighborhood. Claire will provide interesting commentary, and 
we will end our tour at Columbia's annual Greek Festival 
(www.columbiasgreekfestival.com). We will meet in the parking lot behind Park Street 
Baptist Church (corner of Park and Bryan Streets). The church is located behind 
Wardlaw Apartments, 1003 Elmwood Avenue. The tour will start at 9am, before it gets 

hot. There is no charge for the tour, and kids are welcome. More info later. Direct questions to 
john.charbonnet@gmail.com. September 15 is the historic tour of the beautiful and shady Elmwood 
Park neighborhood, ending at the nearby Greek Festival, where wonderful music, dancing, food and 
beverages await the famished crowd. Claire is doing a lot of research for this, so please let's have a 
big turnout to reward her efforts. Early indications are this will be big. Kids welcome. Bring money to 
spend at the festival. 
  
UU Animal Ministry Meatless Monday 

Need some ideas for upcoming cookouts? The Animal Ministry's Meatless Monday Project's 
members will be offering samples of complimentary veggie burgers on Sunday, September 16 
immediately following services in the social hall.  (Originally scheduled for September 2.)  Come, taste, and 
vote for your favorite veggie burger. Then add the recipes to your collection at home. 

 

UUCC Book Club  
 Please join us Sunday, September 16, at 6:30 pm to discuss "The Universe in a Single Atom. 
The Convergence of Science and Spirituality" by the Dalai Lama.The UUCC Book Club is open to all 
members and friends of UU. We will meet at a members home; please contact Ruthie Saunders for 
the address or if you have questions: rsaunders@sc.edu 
 
Memorial Garden 

The team that has been doing the planning and design for the renovation work has now almost 
finished its work. We expect to have the plan for the Memorial Garden complete in the very near 
future. Soon, the Garden will have spaces for those who wish to have their ashes interred, and those 
spaces will be covered by an 11 inch by 11 inch granite stone. Those who wish to have their ashes 
scattered just outside the sanctuary walls will be memorialized with a bronze plaque mounted on one 
of the walls.  

We know that, over the years, a number of members and friends have had their ashes 
scattered on the UUCC property, have had trees and bushes planted in their honor, or have been 
remembered in other ways. The planning team believes that it is proper to formally memorialize those 
individuals with one of the bronze plaques. Unfortunately, the team has the names of a very few of 
those. We are asking for your help by letting us know who should be included in this memorial. If you 
know of anyone who should be included, please let Andrea Dudick (uucc@uucolumbia.org or 799-
0845) know by September 16. Thanks in advance. 

 
 
 
 
 

tel:803-200-2824
http://uucoffeehouse.org/
mailto:rsaunders@sc.edu
mailto:uucc@uucolumbia.org
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Join your fellow UUCC members in clean-up, recycle-up, and stick-up on our adopted street 
(Woodrow between Devine and Millwood) and surrounding neighborhoods on September 22, 
2012 at 9:30am.  The Adopt-a-Street program is sponsored jointly by Keep the Midlands Beautiful 
and the SC Highway Department.  The “stick-up” part of this event is a new activity for us.  As part of 
a Sustainable Midlands project, we will place stickers on storm drains to remind people not to pollute 
our waterways.   We’ll meet at 9:30 am at the UUCC and after adorning ourselves with very stylish 
neon vests and hearing a brief, amusing safety orientation, we’ll get started.  Afterwards we’ll go to 
Earthfare, or similar venue, for a delicious lunch!  (Lunch is optional of course.) 
 For more information about the UUCC Green Committee or to RSVP for the adopt-a-street 
clean-up, contact Michelle Andra at uugreengirl@gmail.com or call (828) 545-3069.  
 
 
September Set 
 Please join us Friday, September 28th at 6:00 pm, in the UU Social Hall for our monthly 
September Set dinner.  Please bring a dish to share. Social hour from 6:00 to 6:30 followed by dinner. 
Hope to see you there.  Contact Jan Fulcher (jmfulcher1088@att.net) or Marilyn Miss 
(mariynmiss@yahoo.com) with any questions. 

 
Circle Suppers with a Twist 

It's Circle Supper time - but this year, we're putting a new spin on it - groups will change every 
month!  One night per month will be designated Circle Supper night, anyone interested will sign up, 
and we'll put you into a group. The first Circle Supper will be Saturday, September 29th.  The sign-
up sheet will be on the Membership Table in the social hall.  Please make sure to fill out ALL 
QUESTIONS on the form so that we can best match you up.  If you sign up as a "host," you can either 
host at your house, or organize a restaurant or other setting at which to meet.  Whoever will host 
chooses the basic menu, but all attendees contribute food, if it's held at a house.  Sign up for the 
Sept. 29th Circle Supper will be open until September 16th.  Contact Alison Thirkield at 
pinkhouse25@yahoo.com or 318-4855 with any questions. 

 
Women’s Book Group 

The Women's Book Group will meet Tuesday, October 9, at 7:00 PM in the RE Wing to 
select books to read for the next year.  Please come with your suggestions of books you would like 
the group to read.  If you have a copy of the book, bring it along.  If possible, check to see whether the 
book is available in your county library.  Anyone with questions may contact Sandy Chubon, 776-0784 
or sjchubon@sc.rr.com. 

 
Dale McGowan Guest Speaker Oct. 21; Secular Parenting Workshop Follows 
 Noted author and humanist Dale McGowan (editor/co-author of “Parenting Beyond Belief,” 
“Raising Freethinkers” and the upcoming “Atheism for Dummies”) will be the special guest speaker for 
our worship service Oct. 21. Following the service, McGowan will host a secular parenting workshop 
from 1:30-5 p.m. Complimentary lunch for workshop attendees will begin at 12:45 p.m., and free 
childcare will be available during the workshop. The cost for the workshop is $25 per person and $40 
per couple if paid by Oct. 6, and registration forms are available on the UUCC website 
(uucolumbia.org) or on Sundays in the Social Hall following the worship service.  
In the “Parenting Beyond Belief” workshop, McGowan offers encouragement and practical solutions 
for secular parenting in a religious world. Based on the freethinking philosophy of the book Newsweek 
called "a compelling read," the “Parenting Beyond Belief” workshop is empowering secular parents 
across the country to raise ethical, caring, confident kids without religion. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:uugreengirl@gmail.com
mailto:jmfulcher1088@att.net
mailto:mariynmiss@yahoo.com
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Participants will learn effective ways to: 
 Encourage religious literacy without indoctrination; 
 Help kids interact productively with a religious world; 
 Help kids develop active moral reasoning; 
 Weigh church-state issues in the public sphere; 
 Address sensitive issues with religious relatives using the principles of nonviolent 

communication; 
 Help children develop a healthy understanding of death and a joyful love of life; 
 Build a family atmosphere of fearless questioning and boundless wonder 

Visit parentingbeyondbelief.com for more information on Dale McGowan. 
 
News from the Board of Trustees 
 This year we did something different with the board retreat.  Only the board members gathered 
to focus on issues which pertain solely to the board. We were trained in fiduciary responsibilities of 
non-profit boards and the legal responsibilities of boards and board members. We discussed the role 
of the board in decision making, and Neal led us in an exercise where we learned how different 
personality types think about and process information.  The afternoon session was devoted entirely to 
reviewing the Strategic Plan.  From the strategic plan we will set some priorities for the year ahead. 
 

COMMITTEE UPDATE:  Adult Religious Education Committee 
by Ann Johnson and Joyce Brannon 
 The Adult Religious Education committee provides educational programs for adults which are 
designed to deepen our faith, strengthen our commitment to our denomination, and create a safe, 
small group experience to strengthen our bonds with one another.  Over the past few years we have 
offered classes in Conflict Resolution, Vegan cooking, Color and Form, the Transcendentalists, UU 
History, Humanist thought, Buddhism, Hinduism, Building Your Own Theology, and Yoga.  We are 
gearing up for fall classes, and you will be hearing about them soon.  Taking part in these classes is a 
good way to become more fully involved in the life of UUCC. 
 
Professionalizing Our Music-An open letter to the congregation from Morgan Maclachlan 

Ann Johnson, with board approval, has asked me to chair an ad hoc committee to look into 
professionalizing our music program.  We have long since established paid positions for the other 
professional services we use (minister, DRE, etc.) and Ann felt it was time to consider hiring a music 
director.  In fact, according to the Unitarian Universalist Musicians Network, of which I am a member, 
a congregation such as ours would typically spend 7% - 10% of its budget on its music program.  
Typically, these funds would be used mainly to pay a part time music director and a pianist.  The job 
of the music director would be to coordinate musical activities with the minister and others and to 
conduct a choir.  A desirable credential for such a person would be a masters in music education. 
 Not all congregations do this.  Some have only a music coordinator who does less and is paid 
less.  Some combine the music director and pianist in one paid position.  However, we are decidedly 
atypical in paying no one. 
 Before going further let me note an important observation.  By comparison to other 
congregations, we do a lot with music and do it with volunteers.  We have three ably led ensembles, 
we have capable volunteer pianists and we enjoy the contributions of Coffee House performers.  We 
do not want to do anything to diminish these efforts.  We enjoy the services of a number of 
professionally trained musicians.  What if we can afford to pay somebody but not everybody; would 
the result be worse than paying nobody?  We do not want anyone to feel that her/his services are 
unappreciated. 
 Thus we want to proceed carefully, taking into consideration the thoughts and feelings of many 
people. 
 I feel the committee should be small; just three people.  I wanted the other two to bring two 
important perspectives to the committee’s work.  First, we need the input of someone with a good 
understanding of music who has contributed to our musical life, but who also brings a deep 
understanding of our congregation’s political culture through board service.  To my mind the perfect 
candidate is Joe Long, who has agreed to serve.  Second, I wanted the services of a professional 

http://www.parentingbeyondbelief.com/
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musician who would not herself be a candidate for a position.  Once again there is a perfect 
candidate, Martha Edwards, who has also agreed to serve. 
 We will begin interviewing persons with an interest in our music programs.  Minimally this will 
include the directors of our choral ensembles, our various pianists, members of our choirs who wish to 
speak to us, the minister, the worship committee, the DRE and a representative of the Coffee House. 
 I would also like to interview music directors from nearby sister congregations.  As it happens, 
both Charlotte and Charleston have relatively recently hired music directors so that their experience 
may well be useful to us. 
 I hope that we can complete this work in two months time and report to the board before the 
holiday season begins.  Please bear in mind that our committee would welcome the views of anyone 
in the congregation and that our role is purely one of information gathering.  A decision about 
professionalizing our music program can only be made by our board. 
           Morgan Maclachlan 
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UUCC Board of Trustees 
Summary of August 2012 Meeting 

 The Board of Trustees met on August 15, 2012 from 6:34pm to 9:07pm. Ann Johnson chaired the 
meeting. 
 Rev. gave a brief report on his meeting with the Shandon neighborhood association. 
 The Board discussed using Skype for members who cannot be at the meeting in person.   
 The Board voted unanimously to appoint an ad hoc committee to work on the transition of Rev. 
Jones to a called minister. 
 Action regarding the Interiors Policy regarding Fire Safety was deferred to next month’s meeting. 
 Linda Brennison reported that 2011-2012 pledges exceeded the targeted amount. 
 Mike Sullivan pointed out changes in the budget, including the Minister’s salary, and for OWL 
training, as well as in the Betty Glad fund.  The bookkeeper, Finance Chair Mike Sullivan, and Treasurer 
Linda Brennison agreed that any changes should go into a restricted account for Board approval. 
 Mike Sullivan discussed the upcoming Fall Flings.  He also brought a proposal to the Board 
regarding a “Fantasy Football” Fall Fling preview event, which the Board approved. 
 Regarding the installation of Neal Jones as a called minister, Mike Sullivan suggested sending a 
letter for donations (for food, travel, etc.) to explain the expenses.  The Finance committee will draft this 
letter. 
 There was discussion of a $7,740.60 surplus under, “Undesignated Fund Balance”.  The Board 
approved a motion that this be considered a Restricted Reserve account with money moved from other 
accounts as directed by the Board. 
 The Board went into Executive Session to discuss a matter pertaining to the Memorial Garden. 
 Caroline Eastman was asked about rental of the soundboard, specifically if it included tech support.  
It was determined that it does not.  Caroline will discuss the matter with the Technology committee on how 
much it would be to supply tech support while renting the equipment. 
 The Board looked forward to meeting for the Retreat on August 25

th
, and President Ann Johnson 

adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Bauer Westeren, Board Secretary 
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Religious Education 

     

 

    RE Calendar 

 September 16:  Youth Group Meeting, UUCC, 4:15pm   
  
 
 
 

      
 

Upcoming RE Lessons 

Sept. 16 

 Preschool—Congregations are Places or Caring, Room 6 

 Kindergarten-2nd Grade—Fall Equinox, Room 9 

 3rd-5th Grade—Looking In, Looking Out Part Two, Room 5 

 6th-8th Grade—Being Good, Being Bad, Part Two, Room 8 

 9th-12th—Beyond Diversity, Part Two, Room 10 
 

Sept. 23 

 Preschool—Here We Meet Friends, Room 6 

 Kindergarten-2nd Grade—Social Action: Gems of Godness, Room 9 

 3rd-5th Grade—Me in Faith Community, Faith Community in Me, Room 5 

 6th-8th Grade—Curious Faith, Room 8 

 9th-12th— Beyond Diversity, Part Three, Room 10 
 
Junior Choir Schedule 
Sept. 16: Rehearsal at 10:20 in Room 8 
Sept. 23: Rehearsal at 10:20 in Room 8 
Sept. 30: Rehearsal at 10:20 in Room 8 and perform during the service 
 
For more information about the Junior Choir, please contact Sarah Pregnall at 
sarahpregnall@gmail.com. 
 
Youth Group to Visit Family Shelter Sept. 16 
The UUCC High School Youth Group will help create Hogwarts crafts for the children at The Family 
Shelter on Sunday, Sept. 16. Youth should meet at UUCC at 4:15 p.m. and will travel with chaperones 
to the Family Shelter to create magic wands, make Butterbeer and enjoy more Hogwarts fun with 
children residing at the shelter. Permission forms for youth are required. Email dre@uucolumbia.org 
for more information. 

 
Chalice Lighters, Artists Needed 
We’re in need of children and youth to light the chalice during the worship service most Sundays and 
to create cover art for our Orders of Service throughout the year. Please see the chalice lighter sign-
up sheet on the rectangular table in the social hall. For OOS cover art, pictures of chalices are always 
welcome, and we also need art for various holidays and special events. Email Lisa Eason at 
dre@uucolumbia.org for more information about cover artwork. 
 
Chaperones Sought for Fall CONs 
Applications for chaperones/drivers for fall CONs at The Mountain are now available on the shelf 
outside the DRE’s office. We usually need one male and one female adult, age 25-or-older, for each 
CON, but additional chaperones may be needed this year due to anticipated high participation, 
especially for Elementary and Middle School. Chaperones are responsible for transporting 
children/youth to The Mountain and for supervising the children/youth during mealtimes, free periods 

 

mailto:sarahpregnall@gmail.com
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and at night. For more information about CONs or chaperoning, please email Lisa Eason at 
dre@uucolumbia.org. The dates for fall CONs are: 

 Middle School CON (6th-8th grade)—Nov. 2-4 

 Elementary CON (3rd-5th grade)—Nov. 16-18 

 High School CON (9th-12th grade)—Nov. 30-Dec. 2 
 
More details and registration deadlines will be available in the near future, but registrations must go 
through the DRE and registration deadlines will be approximately one month before each CON. The 
cost is around $115 per child/youth and $25 per adult. Gas money will be provided for drivers. Some 
scholarship funds are available; please see Lisa Eason. 

 
                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 2012 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS 
 

Meeting                   Date Time Location 

Board Meeting 3
rd

 Wednesday 6:30 pm Social Hall 

Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 7:00 pm Sanctuary 

Choir   Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary 

Committee Night (starts with dinner) 1
st
 Wednesday 6:00 pm Dinner in the Social Hall 

CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library 

Dances of Universal Peace 1
st
 Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall 

Forum Every Sunday 9:30 am Library 

Funeral Consumer Alliance 2
nd

 Monday 5:30 pm Classroom 

Green Committee   3
rd

 Wednesday 6:30 pm Classroom # 5 

Knit or Not Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom 

New Member Class October 14
th
,  Sunday 12:15 pm Library 

RE Committee October 14
th
, Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom # 5 

Science & Religion  2
nd

 Thursday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

September Set  4
th
 Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall 

Technology Committee 1
st
 Wednesday 6:00 pm Workroom 1 

UU Animal Ministry TBA 5:15 pm Classroom # 7 

UU Book Club TBA 6:30 pm Member Home 

UU Humanist  4
th
 Thursday  7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

UU Partner Church Committee Contact: Lee Minghi, 798-
0904 or Carita Barr, 782-
0053  

7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

Visitor Orientation September 16
th
 Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 8  Classroom # 8 

Women's Book Club  2
nd

 Tuesday  7:00 pm  Classroom # 5 

Rentals    

American United October 7th - Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary 

Tai Chi    803-772-9557  
   columbia.sc@taoist.org 

Every Tuesday  6:00 pm Social Hall 
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UUCC Staff  Minister , Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones  minister@uucolumbia.org 
Administrator, Andrea Dudick   uucc@uucolumbia.org 
Director Religious Education, Lisa Eason dre@uucolumbia.org 
Youth Coordinator, Morgan Gauthreaux youth@uucolumbia.org 
Nursery Supervisor, Jennifer McLeer 
Bookkeeper, Ann Cargill    bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org 
Custodian, Jeff Kruse 

 
Board of Trustees President, Ann Johnson   president@uucolumbia.org 
   Co-Presidents-Elect, Ivy Coleman & 
    Robin Scherer    president-elect@uucolumbia.org 

Treasurer, Linda Brennison   treasurer@uucolumbia.org 
Secretary, Bauer Westeren   secretary@uucolumbia.org 
Members at Large, Caroline Eastman, Elizabeth Harris, Buzzie Kelly, Michael 
Walker, Bob Whitaker 
Past President, Barry Ahrendt   pastpresident@uucolumbia.org 

 

 
Phone:  Office (803) 799-0845    FAX: (815) 550-4740 
UUCC Forum:  http://uufc.19.forumer.com             Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org 
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/uucolumbia 
Office Hours: Mon. – Fri. 9:15 am – 1:45 pm  Special Events Line:  (888) 849-4224 ext.4 
 
 
 
Please, help us update our mailing list. 
To delete or change your address,  
Email: uucc@uucolumbia.org 

 
 
 
====================================================================== 

The Seven Principles of Unitarian Universalism 
 

      Grateful for the religious pluralism that enriches and ennobles our faith, we are  
inspired to deepen our understanding and expand our vision. We covenant to  
affirm and promote: 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person 

 Justice, equity, and compassion in human relationships 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement of spiritual growth in our congregations 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and 
society at large 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all 

 Respect for the interdependent web of existence of which we are a part 
 

If these principles reflect your understanding of the world and appeal to your sense of spiritual 
fulfillment, we invite you to consider membership in the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 
Columbia. If you would like to discuss membership or if you would simply like more information, 
please speak to any member of the Membership Committee or of the Board of Trustees. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Unigram Deadline 
The deadline for the next issue is Sun., 
September 23, which will be published on Wed., 
September 26.  
Please submit articles and announcements for 
the next issue to uucc@uucolumbia.org 
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