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Sunday Schedule 
Forum:      9:30 am in the Library 
Worship:  11:00 am -12:15 pm         
followed by a Coffee Hour in the  
Social Hall 
Nursery:   Available during service           
for infants through age 2 
Religious Education:   
11:00 AM -12:15 PM. classes for 
children ages 3 through 12

th
 grade 

 

 
August 28, 2011 
9:30 am Forum  Topic: What purpose 
do dreams have?  
11:00 am Sermon Topic: Water 
Communion & Potluck   
   

Sept. 4, 2011 
9:30 am Forum Topic: How do you 
make difficult moral decisions?   
11:00 am Sermon Topic:  ―Listening to 
Your Life‖ by Rev. Dr. Neal Jones 
 
Sept. 11, 2011 
9:30 am Forum Topic: Do 
Southeastern states have more violent 
people with grievances?   
11:00 am Sermon Topic:   ―A Prayer 
Meeting‖ by Rev. Dr. Neal Jones 
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Ministerial Musings 
 

The Best of Columbia 
 

        Each year, Free Times publishes "the best of Columbia" 
as voted by its readers, and guess who was selected as the 
best church of Columbia?  We were.  To be fair, the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation was the writers' top choice, but I'm 
not going to be picky.  Here's what they said about us: 
 
        "A church where skepticism is welcome and adherence to 
dogma is suspect?  A church where all religions are invited but 
none are beyond introspection?  A church that regularly 
presents nationally touring singer-songwriters?  A church 
where half the congregation might have been at Hunter-
Gatherer the night before?  Now that's a church we can 
support." -- Dan Cook, Editor. 
 
         It's encouraging that though we are a small congregation, 
we are apparently making waves in our community.   
 
         One opportunity for us to make some waves is the 
upcoming annual Gay Pride festival on Labor Day Saturday, 
September 3rd.  Our congregation has participated in Gay 
Pride since its inception.  Thanks to Marcia Fletcher, our 
Publicity Chair, the UUCC will be running an ad in the Gay 
Pride publication identifying ourselves as a "welcoming 
congregation," a voluntary program offered by our 
denomination (UUA) to congregations who want to become 
more intentionally welcoming and inclusive of LGBT persons.  
Our former Social Action Chair, Cheryl Soehl, led the way for 
the UUCC to become one if these congregations a couple of 
years ago.  Last year we had over 30 UUs marching behind our 
"Standing on the Side of Love" banner, and I anticipate that we 
will have even more this year.  Plus, we will have a tent booth 
set up at Finley Park to hand out brochures about Unitarian 
Universalism and to tell people about our congregation.  I hope 
you will join us. 
 

           A congregation that stands on the side of the inherent 
worth and dignity of all instead of intolerance and exclusion?  A 
congregation that focuses on improving life here-and-now 
instead of being preoccupied with life here-after?   A 
congregation where love is its doctrine, the quest of truth is its 
sacrament, and service is its prayer?  Now that's a 
congregation I can support.  And I bet a lot of other people in 
Columbia would like to support such a congregation, too. 
        
     Neal
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                                           Community Chalice 
 
 
We extend our support and concern to… 
 
Diane Schrader, who is undergoing physical rehab at Life Care Center from a broken shoulder after a fall.  
She is expecting to go home this Saturday.  Diane is the mother of Robin Scherer and Dana Gilchrist. 
 
Ann Elizabeth Lamb, whose husband Will Lamb died on Friday, August 19.  Will was Mary Etta 
McCarthy's son-in-law.  A memorial service for Will will be held at the UUCC this Saturday, August 27, at 
1:00 pm. 
 
Bob Chubon, husband of Sandy Chubon, is recovering at Richland Hospital from a broken femur after a 
fall. 
 
We express our congratulations to... 
 
Kate Noel Kloppenborg has switched careers, and is now a manager at Mattress Firm.  She was able to 
talk her district manager into a "UU discount" of free delivery--a $79.99 value!--to all UUCC members and 
friends.  Talk to Kate Noel Kloppenborg before or after the service, or call her at (513) 405-3950 if you are 
interested in taking advantage of this special offer. 
 
We express our appreciation to: 
 
 The many children, youth and families who volunteered at RE Wing cleaning day. 
 
 Mike Allen for his work on RE and Adult RE online registration forms. 
 
 Barbie Seymour, Nick Seymour, Marie Huntt, Kate Noel Kloppenborg, Jeff Cruse, Marilyn 
 Miss,  Don Mohr, Janet Swigler, Gloria Talcove-Woodward, Susan Robinson and Michael 
 Walker for their work on the Book & Media sale. Thanks also to Sue Thayer and Judy 
 Turnipseed for arranging the donation of leftover books to Transitions and to everyone who 
 donated or bought books and other media. 
 
 Sonya Jones, Eloisa Baez Jones and Ana Baez Jones; Connor Gibson; Marie Huntt; Regina 
 Moody; David Long; Erica Patterson; Beth, Dylan, Ethan and Rosemary Johnson; Pat Mohr; 
 and Gloria Talcove-Woodward for working at our RE wing painting day. Thanks also to Dylan 
 Johnson and Andrea Dudick, who have continued to paint after our initial workday. 
 
 Brian and Andrea Dudick for donating the spindles on our playground tree house. 
 
 Ann Johnson, Caroline Eastman, Andrea Derrick and Dave Crockett, Glenn White and Ann 
 Cargill, and everyone else who donated to our new crib fund. 
 
 David Long, Brian Dudick, Jim DuPlessis and Kevin Eason for their continued work on our 
 playground. 
 
 To Everyone who donated clothing or money for our children’s clothing exchange. We raised $156 
 for the Family Shelter. 
 

 
"If you have any joys or concerns you'd like to share with the Fellowship, please forward them to 
uucc@uucolumbia.org " 
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Upcoming Events and Meetings 
 

Water Communion & Potluck Aug. 28 
Please bring water and your favorite food dish and join us Sunday, Aug. 28 for our annual Water 
Communion Multigenerational Service followed by a potluck lunch. The Water Communion is a unique UU 
tradition celebrating our in-gathering--coming together again for a new church year after spending the 
summer apart. We invite everyone to bring a small container of water from your summer adventures and 
share with us where you gathered your water as you pour it into a communal bowl. Then immediately 
following the service, join us in the Social Hall for one of our ever-popular potluck lunches.  
 
September Set 
Bring food to share and an appetite. Join us for our monthly get together on Friday, August 26

th
, at 6 pm. 

If you have any questions call Jan Fulcher, 791-7532. 
 
Adult RE Book Coming Soon 
Through the Unigram, Neal Jones recently introduced us to Karen Armstrong's book, Twelve Steps to A 
Compassionate Life.  Stop by Gin Beery's office to purchase and save!  Instead of $22.95 plus shipping, a 
copy is yours for only $20 with no tax!  At least one adult education program this year will discuss the book, 
maybe more.  It's easy to read, challenging to do!   
 
RE Orientation on Tap 
On Sept. 11 following the service, there will be a Parent/RE Volunteer Orientation in Room 5. This class 
will last approximately one hour long and will cover RE policies, safety and curriculum. It is not just for new 
families, it's for families who have been coming a long time and anyone who would like to be involved with 
volunteering in RE as a teacher or assistant. Children are welcome. Please sign up at the RE table. 
Bethany can be reached at 419-0760 or johnlazzi@yahoo.com for questions. 
 

UU Outdoor Group 
The UU Outdoor Group will be tubing on Saturday, August 27th on the Saluda River. 
Please reserve your tube at AdventureCarolina.com. We will put in at the zoo and end up 
at the Gervais Street bridge. We will work out carpooling on Saturday morning and 
transporting of tubes. If you have a truck or SUV, please bring it as we need it to transport 
tubes and people. Please meet at 9am at Adventure Carolina on the day of the event. 
Please remember to bring a hat, water, and sunscreen. For more information, call John 
Charbonnet at 422-5319. 

 
The FINAL Playground workday needs you! 
Let's put our collective backs into it and get this playground done! On Saturday, Sept. 10, we'll be finishing 
the arbor, installing the dry creek bed and children's music garden, and making a hill with a tunnel. To do 
all that we need everyone! We'll need people who can entertain small children, people who can set up 
water stations, people who can make lunch, and people who can run out and pick up drill bits, so don't 
think there's no work for you! Of course, if you can shovel, sod, drill, and carry, we need you too! We'll be 
starting at 8 a.m. and organizing work crews as people arrive.  I hope you will join us too!  Please contact 
Sonya Jones at jones_sonyaj@yahoo.com with any questions. 
 
No Pancake Breakfast in September 
Due to the Labor Day holiday, there will be no First Sunday Pancake Breakfast in September. Please join 
us Oct. 2 for delicious homemade pancakes with fresh toppings. 

 
Children’s Art on Display In Social Hall 
Our latest art display, ―Expressing What is Seen, Felt and Imagined,‖ will run  
July 23-Aug. 27 and features works by children and youth of UUCC. Most  
pieces were created by participants in this year’s summer camp, and all 
UUCC children and youth are invited to submit artwork for our next children’s 
exhibit in September. The theme for that exhibit is ―Rainbows,‖ focusing on a 
children’s version of the seven UU principles. For more information or to 
submit artwork, please see Lisa Eason. 

 

http://adventurecarolina.com/
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Women’s Book Group 
The Women's Book Group will meet Tuesday, September 13, at 7:00 PM to select  
books to read in the coming year.  Please bring your suggestions of books we might  
read.  Please check to see whether the library has copies of your selections.   
Anyone with questions may contact Sandy Chubon.  776-0784  sjchubon@sc.rr.com  
 
New Crib to Be Purchased Soon 
Thanks to everyone who made donations to our nursery crib fund. We now have enough money to 
purchase a crib that complies with new, stricter U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission standards.  
 
It's Circle Supper Time! 
This will be the fourth year of the very popular Circle Suppers!  Groups of 6-8 people are matched and 
meet for dinner once a month, at rotating homes, from October through May. Circle suppers are a great 
chance to eat, drink, and be merry with new UU friends!  Anyone interested in participating should sign up 
at the membership table after the service, or contact Alison Thirkield (pinkhouse25@yahoo.com, 318-
4855). 

 

Visitor Orientation 
If you are new to UUCC, you are invited to the Visitor Orientation on Sunday, Sept 18, fifteen minutes 
after the service ends, in Classroom # 8. The Visitor Orientation includes a 10-minute DVD on Unitarian 
Universalism, an opportunity to meet the other new people, and a short introduction to the activities of this 
congregation. Light refreshments will be served.  If you have already been oriented and would like to 
become a member of the congregation, please contact Alison Thirkield, Membership Chair, 
pinkhouse25@yahoo.com   
 
Harvest Hope Food Bank  
 When you buy your groceries leave some in the car so you'll have them to  
bring each and every Sunday and help fill the basket in the Foyer. Volunteers            
deliver all donations to the Food Bank every Monday. 
  
Fair Trade Organic Coffee 
Support the Senior High Youth Group's year-round fundraiser by ordering fair trade, organic coffee.  A 
variety of teas and chocolate treats are also available.  Orders are placed every Monday.  Funds will be 
used to offset the costs of our June 2013 UU Heritage Trip to Boston.  If you don't see a table set up for  
orders on Sunday, just call Barbie Seymour at 447-0862 any time before 9:00 a.m. on Monday mornings.  

 

                                             

 

 

 
 

  
 

mailto:sjchubon@sc.rr.com


 

 5 

 
 

  
 

UUCC Board of Trustees 
Summary of August 2011 Meeting 

The Board of Trustees met on August 10, 2011 from 6:46 PM to 8:34 PM.  Barry Ahrendt, President, chaired the 
meeting which included several issues for discussion and action.   

Financial Issues 

 Linda Brennison, Treasurer, reviewed the budget highlights through July 31, 2011, the first month of the 
fiscal year.  Pledges were strong and came in ahead of budget, with $18,364 received versus $17,018 
budgeted.  Overall revenues were $22,934, exceeding expenses of $17,575.   

 Fees for the closing of our new loan and line of credit with BB&T Bank totaled $1,904, including the 
attorney fees for merging our former corporate entity named the Unitarian Fellowship of Columbia, 
South Carolina into our current entity, the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia.  The title 
and deed now reflect our current name.  We have a balance of $25,107 remaining from the proceeds of 
the new $70,000 loan after paying off closing fees and the balance of our old line of credit.   

 The Board voted to allow disbursements of up to $200 from the Board contingency fund to be approved 
by an email vote of the Executive Committee when necessary purchases are urgently needed.  
Purchase of a projector was also authorized, to be paid in large part by a generous contribution. 

 Jackie Breland, CPA, has begun her review of our financial procedures and controls after meeting with 
relevant governance and staff members.  This review will take about 3 weeks.   

 Pat Mohr, Past Co-President, invited ideas for the Fall and Spring Fling fundraisers that are being 
planned.   
 

Appointment of Committee Chairs 
The Board approved the appointment of additional committee chairs recommended by the Leadership 
Development Committee.  These are Alison Thirkield for the Membership Committee and Robin Scherer for the 
Personnel Committee.   
 
Renovation Project 

 Barry updated the Board on developments relating to our legal occupancy limit of 150 persons that was 
recently posted by the Columbia Fire Prevention Division.   After a meeting with the fire marshal, we 
contacted the Boudreaux Group about submitting the architectural drawings and plan required to 
increase our occupancy limit to 299 persons.  In view of the legal and safety issues involved, the Board 
approved spending up to $4,320 based on the firm’s estimate of the costs of successfully completing 
the application process and getting our occupancy limit increased.   

 The addition of two sets of French doors to the social hall as part of the renovations we are planning is 
an integral part of the plan to expand occupancy and accommodate future growth.  Don Mohr, Past Co-
President, updated the Board on the status of removing the hazardous materials necessary for the 
construction project to be approved and begin.  There have been meetings with the engineering firm 
and abatement firm that we used previously.  An estimate of the costs involved is anticipated shortly.   
At that point we will reschedule the Congregational Meeting to approve the renovations project, 
including the additional costs of removing the lead-based paint and the asbestos in the window glazing 
of the affected areas.   
 

Board Retreat 
The Board will be meeting on August 20, 2011 for its annual retreat. Committee chairs will present progress 
reports and their plans for the coming year.  Mike Paget will present the recommendations for the new strategic 
plan developed by the Strategic Planning team utilizing the congregation’s input.      
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Michael Sullivan, Board Secretary 
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Religious Education  
      

RE Calendar 
Sunday, Aug. 28—Water Communion Multigenerational Service followed  
 by Potluck 

     Youth Group: Covenant & Elect Officers, Social Hall, 5:30-7 pm 
    Saturday, Sept. 3—SC Pride Parade and Festival, 11 a.m. 
    Sunday, Sept. 4—No RE (Labor Day weekend) 
     Junior Choir, Practice 10:20, perform during service 
    Saturday, Sept. 10—Church-wide playground work day, 8 a.m. until ???. 
    Sunday, Sept. 11—First day of classes for 2011-12 
     Parent/volunteer orientation, 12:30, Room 5 
 

Time to Register for RE 
Please visit the RE pages on the uucolumbia.org website and click on ―Registration‖ to register your 
children and youth for our RE school-year program. All children and youth who’ve attended UU more than 
twice are asked to register for RE so that we will have all necessary information on our program 
participants and have enough space and supplies for everyone, plus keep you in the loop about our RE 
happenings via our weekly newsletter. If you’re not currently receiving the RE Weekly Newsletter and 
would like to, please email dre@uucolumbia.org. 
 

Junior Choir Resumes: Join Us! 
After enjoying a summer break, our delightful Junior Choir resumes practice and performances Sunday, 
Sept. 4, rehearsing at 10:20 in Room 8 and performing during the service. Anyone interested in joining the 
choir, please join us for rehearsal. For more information, contact Junior Choir Director Sarah Pregnall at 
sarahpregnall@gmail.com, and visit the Religious Education pages of uucolumbia.org for the complete fall 
schedule. 
 

Boston Interest Meeting Scheduled; Deadline Changed 
Members of our Coming of Age (high school) class have an exciting opportunity to experience a summer 
2012 Boston Heritage Tour, where they’ll visit historical sites, swim in Walden Pond and stay at the UU 
guest house. We hope that all CoA youth can take part in this trip, and we have ongoing fundraising efforts 
to make the trip low-cost or possibly free. Parents and youth, learn more about this trip and fundraising 
efforts at a Boston Interest Meeting on Sunday, Sept. 25 at 10 a.m. in Room 5.  A $50 deposit is required, 
and the deposit deadline has been changed to Oct. 2. 
 

Children & Youth: Submit Your Artwork 
All UUCC children and youth are invited to submit artwork by Sept. 11 for our next children’s exhibit, which 
opens September 18. The theme for that exhibit is ―Rainbows,‖ focusing on a children’s version of the 
seven UU principles. For more information or to submit artwork, please see Lisa Eason. 
 

Family Weekend at Camp Quest SC Oct. 1-2 
Freethinking families are invited to a Camp Quest South Carolina Family Weekend Camp at Camp Long in 
Aiken Oct. 1-2. Cost is $50 per person for ages 4 and up, free for children under age 4, and the price 
includes all food, activities and lodging. For more information, visit www.campquestsc.org. Camp Quest SC 
will offer week-long camps for children ages 8-17 in the summer of 2012. 
 

The CONs are Coming! 
Mark your calendars for fall CONs at The Mountain Retreat and Learning Center, a beautiful retreat in the 
North Carolina Mountains. From the Mountain’s website: ―A Youth CONference is a gathering of youth 
from congregations for a weekend program filled with a variety of workshops, activities, delicious food, a 
safe environment and warm cozy cabins. Youth participate in all the activities, share with new friends in 
small get-to-know-you groups, bond during free time, and contribute to times of fun and reflection.‖ Email 
dre@uucolumbia.org for more information or to volunteer as an advisor for a CON.  

2011 Fall Youth CON schedule 

 October 21-23  Elementary (3rd-5th grades) 

 November 11-13  Junior High (6th-8th grades) 

 December 2-4   Senior High (9th-12th grades) 

 

mailto:sarahpregnall@gmail.com
mailto:dre@uucolumbia.org
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UUCC Staff  Minister , Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones  minister@uucolumbia.org 

Administrator, Gin Beery   uucc@uucolumbia.org 
Director Religious Education, Lisa Eason dre@uucolumbia.org 
Youth Coordinator, Morgan Gauthreaux youth@uucolumbia.org 
Nursery Supervisor, Jennifer McLeer 
Bookkeeper, Ann Cargill    bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org 
Assistant Bookkeeper, Andrea Dudick  bk2@uucolumbia.org 
Custodian,Jeff Kruse 

 
Board of Trustees President, Barry Ahrendt   president@uucolumbia.org 
   President-Elect, Ann Johnson   president-elect@uucolumbia.org 

Treasurer, Linda Brennison   treasurer@uucolumbia.org 
Secretary, Mike Sullivan   secretary@uucolumbia.org 
Members at Large, Ivy Coleman, Elizabeth Harris, Buzzie Kelly, Walter  

        Patterson, and Bauer Westeren 
Past Co-Presidents, Don & Pat Mohr  pastpresident@uucolumbia.org 

 

Phone:  Office (803) 799-0845    FAX: (815) 550-4740 
UUCC Forum:  http://uufc.19.forumer.com             Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org 
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/uucolumbia 
Office Hours: Tues. – Fri. 11:30 am – 4:30 pm  Special Events Line:  (888) 849-4224 ext.4 

August 2011 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS 
 

Meeting                   Date Time Location 

Akido Class Mon., Tues., & Thur. 6am 
Wed. 5:30 pm 

6:00 am 
or 5:30 pm 

Social Hall 

Board Meeting 2
nd

 Wednesday 6:30 pm Social Hall 

Bon Voyage Every Thursday 7:00 pm Sanctuary 

Choir   Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary 

Committee Night (starts with dinner) 1
st
 Wednesday 6:00 pm Dinner in the Social Hall 

CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library 

Dances of Universal Peace 1
st
 Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall 

Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall 

Forum Every Sunday 9:30 am Library 

Funeral Consumer Alliance 2
nd

 Monday 5:30 pm Classroom 

Green Committee   3
rd

 Wednesday 6:30 pm Classroom # 5 

Knit or Not Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom 

New Member Class 2
nd

 Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 5 

Play Readers 3
rd

 Wednesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

RE Committee 3
rd

 Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom # 5 

Science & Religion  2
nd

 Thursday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

September Set  4
th
 Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall 

Technology Committee 1
st
 Wednesday 6:00 pm Workroom 1 

UU Animal Ministry 1
st
 Wednesday 5:15 pm Alcove 

UU Humanist 4
th
 Thursday  7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

UU Partner Church Committee Contact: Lee Minghi, 798-0904 or Carita Barr, 782-0053  

Visitor Orientation Sunday, Sept 18 12:15 pm Classroom # 8 

Women's Book Club 2
nd

 Tuesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

Writers Group 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Monday 6:30 pm Barnes & Noble 

Rentals    

Americans United  2
nd

 Sunday, Jan. April, 
July, & Oct.  

6:00 pm Sanctuary 

  NORML (National Organization  
               Reform Marijuana Laws)       

1
st
 Tuesday 7:00 pm  Classroom # 8 

Tai Chi    803-647-9283  
columbia.sc@taoist.org 

Every Tuesday  6:15 pm Social Hall 

 

mailto:uucc@uucolumbia.org
mailto:president@uucolumbia.org
http://uu.columbia.sc.uua.org/
http://www.facebook.com/uucolumbia
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The Unigram           
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia 

2701 Heyward Street 
Columbia, SC 29205 

  
 

Return Service Requested 
 
 
    
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please, help us update our mailing list. 
To delete or change your address,  
Email: uucc@uucolumbia.org 

 
 
====================================================================== 
 

THE SIX SOURCES OF FAITH FOR UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS 
 

 Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which 
moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which create and uphold life;  

 Words and deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront powers and 
structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power of love;  

 Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life;  

 Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God's love by loving our neighbors 
as ourselves;  

 Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of 
science, and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit;  

 Spiritual teachings of earth-centered traditions, which celebrate the sacred circle of life and 
instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature.  
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Unigram Deadline 
The deadline for the next issue is Sun., Sept. 11, 
which will be published on Wed., Sept. 14.  
Please submit articles and announcements for 
the next issue to uucc@uucolumbia.org 
 


