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Sunday Schedule
Forum: 9:30 am in the Library
Worship: 11:00 am -12:15 pm
followed by a Coffee Hour in the
Social Hall
Nursery: Available during service
for infants through age 2
Children: 11:00 AM -12:15 PM
Religious Ed. classes for children ages
3 through 12th grade

Aug. 15, 2009
9:30 am Forum Topic: The
unintended consequences of a
lifespan of 100-200 years?
11:00 am Sermon Topic: Water
Communion: Please, remember to
gather and bring your waters. It will be
so wonderful to see our community
gathered again after summer
adventures. There will be a Potluck
lunch after the service, please
remember to bring a dish to share or
donations of $3 are accepted for those
that cannot bring a dish.
.
Aug. 22, 2010
9:30 am Forum Topic: Why don’t
we “believe” in Jesus?
11:00 am Sermon Topic: The
Amazons Are Coming – Again
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Ministerial Musings

What I Did This Summer

I remember one of the rituals of the first week back in
grade school from summer vacation. I would take my turn
standing before the class and give a report of "What I Did This
Summer." If I were to give such a report today, I would talk
about my week at General Assembly (GA), the annual meeting
of representatives from our one thousand UU congregations. I
joined the Co-Presidents of our congregation, Pat and Don
Mohr, as delegates from the UUCC at this year's GA in
Minneapolis, a city I loved visiting during the summer but would
avoid like the plague during the snow-laden winter.

Minneapolis is clean, vibrant, and easily accessible on
foot, bus, rail, and even bicycle. Public bicycles are available
throughout the city and may be rented for a mere five bucks a
day by inserting your credit card in an ATM-like machine at the
public bike racks. Most downtown streets have designated
bike lanes. Minneapolis is a civilized city that invests its tax
dollars in an infrastructure to support a high quality of life. You
don't get this in anti-government, anti-tax backwaters.

The biggest accomplishment at this year's GA was
deciding to go ahead and hold our 2012 GA in Phoenix as
already planned. After those plans were made, the Arizona
legislature passed the most repressive anti-immigration law in
the country, making South Carolina look progressive by
comparison (But give us time. No state prides itself more in
being the vanguard of the rear than South Carolina). The
Arizona law gives local law enforcement the authority to check
anyone's citizenship status who looks suspicious, effectively
legalizing racial profiling. Many groups across the country are
boycotting Arizona to protest the law, and many UUs wanted us
to join in by not holding our GA in Phoenix as originally
planned. However, a financial analysis concluded that UUs
would lose over half a billion dollars if we cancelled our plans
now, proving that even the simplest actions can be
complicated. So at this year's GA in Minneapolis, we
discussed and discussed and discussed the matter -- as only
UUs can -- and we came up with an alternative: we will hold
our 2012 GA in Phoenix as planned, but we will make
immigration, racism, and social justice the main focus of our
meeting. A good solution in my humble opinion.

But GA is not just about long, serious business
meetings about long, serious issues. It's actually a lot of fun. A
smorgasbord of interesting workshops and presentations are
offered, giving every delegate the chance to feel like you're in
college again, only without the tests and football games. For
instance, Pat Mohr and I attended a series of presentations by

Cont’d. Page 2
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Cont’d. from Page 1

Rev. Dr. Galen Guengerich of All Souls Unitarian Church in New York City on "The Necessity of
Virtue," which elaborated on seven virtues essential to our salvation -- or fulfilling our human potential,
as we UUs would prefer to put it: wisdom, courage, compassion, justice, temperance, transcendence,
and hope. The series will be coming out in DVD, and Pat and I are thinking about showing it either as
a class in our Adult Ed series or at our congregational retreat at The Mountain. We also attended a
day-long "Humanist Homecoming" at the First Unitarian Society of Minneapolis, where we heard
presentations by some of the leading UU humanists from around the country.

GA is also about inspiring worship, like the opening celebration, where nearly four thousand
UUs are standing and singing together as banners from hundreds of local congregations are paraded
into the assembly hall and later displayed along the walls. The main musician was folk singer Peter
Mayer, who has performed at our UUCC Coffeehouse and worship service. Also inspiring is the
Service of the Living Tradition, which honors ministers who have achieved their credentialed status in
the UUA, ministers who are retiring from active service, and ministers who have died during the
previous year. I am looking forward to being one of those newly credentialed ministers in a not-too-
distant GA.

Speaking of which ... next year's GA, a celebration of the 50th anniversary of the consolidation
of the Unitarians and the Universalists, will be held in Charlotte on June 22-26, 2011. Since next
year's location is nearby, I hope we have lots of UUs from the UUCC attending, especially our youth.
GA is an unforgettable experience that will make you proud to be a Unitarian Universalist.

Neal

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Community Chalice
We extend our support and concern to...

Patricia Voelker, whose son-in-law and three grandsons were killed in an auto accident on August
first.

Judy Pearce and her family, who held a memorial service for Donald Pearce on August 7th in Wise,
Virginia, their hometown.

The friends of Betty Glad, who died on Aug., 2nd. A memorial service was held at Rutledge Chapel at
USC on Aug. 8th.

"If you have any joys or concerns you'd like to share with the Fellowship, please forward them to
uucc@uucolumbia.org "

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG EEVVEENNTTSS AANNDD MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

Administrator’s Vacation
On Aug. 11 – 18 the Administrator will be camping in New York. The mail will be picked up by Marilyn
Miss, Marie Huntt and Ann Cargill, emails and voicemails will be checked by Rev. Jones.

Back to School Bash & Pool Party
Join us for a Back to School Bash and Pool Party for Youth (grades 9-12) and their families!
Sunday, August 22, 2010 at 5:00 – 9:00 pm.
Bring a dish to share and come ready to swim!
Please RSVP to Andrea Derrick derrick.andrea@gmail.com ASAP. Indicate whether or not you’re coming,
how many people you’re bringing, and what kind of food you intend to bring. Parents, grandparents, and
siblings are welcome! Hope to see you there!

Interested in Learning Music
Looking for a buddy to learn a musical instrument along with me to perform at the worship service. Please
call Claire at 803-351-4550.

Harvest Hope Food Bank
Collecting canned vegetables, fruits, soups, stews, meats and tuna, peanut butter,
rice, instant potatoes, Macaroni & Cheese, powdered milk, sugar, coffee, diapers
and personal hygiene items. Donations will be delivered each Monday.

Green Sanctuary Committee
The Green Sanctuary Committee always welcomes new members! If interested, please join us on the 3rd
Wednesday of every month at 7:00 pm in the RE wing. Contact Andrea Pixley for more information.

Nursery Worker Position
We are currently accepting applications for a second worker in the nursery for Sunday mornings. Hours
are from 10:30 - 12:30 at $7.00 per hour. Qualifications include reliability and willingness to tend to infants
and toddlers during the church service. It is the policy of the UUCC to have two persons in every room in
which we care for children. If interested please contact Ann Johnson at 799-8022 or by email at
annj@logicsouth.com.

Good conversation, good food and new friends!
If that sounds like a winning combination to you, sign up for UUCC’s Circle Suppers. You’ll be

placed in a group totaling six to eight people for a monthly supper, hosted by a different circle member
each month. The Suppers are pot-luck style: the host usually provides the main course and beverages;
others bring side dishes and dessert. Not enough room at your place? You can arrange to host at UUCC,
at another member’s house or even at a restaurant.

You’ll find the sign-up sheet at the Membership Table (look for the red tablecloth) along with
someone to answer questions about our popular Circle Suppers. Sharing several meals together is a great
way to get to know others in the congregation. Contact Monica Miller (monmil@msn.com) for more
information.

Women’s Book Group
The Women’s Book Group will meet Tuesday, August 10, at 7:00 PM in
Classroom 5. At this meeting, we will be choosing books to read for the
next year. Please bring your suggestions of books that you think will
interest the group. If you have a copy of the book, bring it along. Before
the meeting, please check to see if the book is available at the Richland
County Public Library (their card catalog is on line). Any questions may
be directed to Sandy Chubon 776-0784. sjchubon@sc.rr.com
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The Amazons Are Coming – Again
Fifteen years ago we presented a service that was a reader’s theater production of the story of the

woman suffrage movement, which celebrated the 75th anniversary of the passage of the amendment that
gave women the right to vote. The production featured the voices of many of the suffragists, their music,
and a remembrance of several Unitarians and Universalists who had major roles in that great struggle.
This coming August 18th is the 90th anniversary of the final ratification of the amendment, and we are
reprising the production on Sunday August 22nd.

Don Mohr has adapted the script and will direct the production. Eve Ross will direct the music that
will feature the voices of the Bon Voyage choir.

We need several more women, up to a total of 15, to be in the production. The performers will need
to have some ability to read a script well and to occasionally sing along with Bon Voyage. We will rehearse
for about two weeks before the production, although no one will have to be at every rehearsal. We will
develop a final rehearsal schedule when we know who will be in the production. Everybody involved will
need to be at two dress rehearsals on either Thursday August 19 or Friday August 20, and on Saturday
August 21, and all singers must be at a rehearsal on Wednesday, August 18.
If you are interested in taking part in this production, contact Don Mohr at 782-9468 or e-mail at
dmohr@mindspring.com by Monday July 26.

UUAM
UUAM is collecting pet food for the pets of needy senior recipients of Meals on Wheels. All natural pet food
is preferred, but all contributions are gratefully appreciated. Please put donations in the blue bin on the
stage in the Social Hall.

Fair Trade Organic Coffee
Support the Senior High Youth Group's year-round fundraiser by ordering fair trade, organic coffee. A
variety of teas and chocolate treats are also available. Orders are placed every Monday. Funds will be
used to offset the costs of our June 2011 UU Heritage Trip to Boston. If you don't see a table set up for
taking orders on Sunday, just call Barbie Seymour at 447-0862 anytime before 9:00 a.m. on Monday
mornings.

Service of Music, A Congregational Sing
Sept. 19th will be a service of music, a congregational sing. Aug. 1 and 8
there will be an insert in the bulletin on which you are invited to list up to 3 of
your favorite "in the hymnal" songs. A planning committee will choose from
these so pick ones you love, ones you've missed singing, or your favorites sung
often. Bon Voyage will add their special touch as well as teach us one of their
loveliest tunes. Linda Steffey and Patricia Voelker are coordinating the service.
You can direct your questions and input to Patricia at AmaSpirit@aol.com or 803-356-4106.

from The Cooperative Ministry for our donation of $566 for school supplies … to
help hundreds of needy people every day… Thank you for your compassion for those
in need, and your desire to partner with us to help them.
David Kunz, Executive Director

and from UUA Tennessee and Kentucky Flood Relief Fund
Thank you for your contribution on 7/23/10 for $508 in support of the UUA Tennessee and Kentucky Flood
Relief Fund. Your donation will help to bring practical financial assistance, ministry and spiritual care to
those affected by the tragic floods…
Rev. Terry Sweetser, Vice President for Stewardship and Development
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Religious Education

Water Communion is August 15. Please bring your water and a
dish to for the potluck afterward or donations of $3 are accepted for
those that cannot bring a dish. We'll be glad to be gathered with you
all after your summer adventures.

Youth Group meets Sunday 5:30 to 7:30 in the social hall for
social activities. Everyone is welcome.

RE Clean Up day. All parents, youth and children, please come dressed to get dirty on August 22. We'll
be cleaning the RE wing from 10-12:30. It's always fun; how could buckets of water, rags, friends, and
your favorite spaces not be. Let's make that wing shine! Pizza will be served afterward.

Look for your invitation to the RE Open House in your mailbox! It's your entry into our door prize
drawings. We would love everyone to come and learn more about what we will be offering for UUCC
children and youth this year. You will get your family kit, meet teachers in our classrooms, get a chance to
get involved, and re-connect with your friends. If you don't receive an invitation in the mail, you may
contact jones_sonyaj@yahoo.com for an email version.

A Back-To-School Youth Group Swim Party will be held August 22 in the evening. Please contact
Andrea Derrick at uuccyouth@gmail.com or check out the UUCC youth page on Facebook for more
information.

Please pick up a code of ethics agreement from Sonya Jones or Bethany Storlazzi if you will be teaching
or volunteering in RE this year. We will be conducting background screening for all volunteers as part of
our effort to be Safe Congregation.

Teacher dedication will be held as part of the service on September 12. All RE teachers and assistants
should plan to attend the service to participate in the dedication.

Our next RE committee meeting is on August 22 at 12:30 in Room 5. All are welcome to attend. If you
would like to add something to the meeting agenda, you may submit your proposal to Sonya Jones
jones_sonyaj@yahoo.com by the Wednesday prior to the meeting.
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Attention young people ages 14 to 35!!!

How many U.S. Representatives are there total in Congress?

What is the process of proposing legislation or a bill in South Carolina's General
Assembly?

Do you know who your City/County Council representative is?

How long does a U.S. Senator term last?

If you answered none right or even one, two, three, or even all four correctly then Youth
Interested in Politics is the right place for you. Youth Interested in Politics is a new
nonpartisan organization by young people and for young people. We will register
community members & group members (everyone and anyone) to vote, learn about and
discuss political issues, and also partner with politicians by having them speak at
meetings as well as staying in contact with the group.
If this interest you join us August 14th at 1pm at Martin Luther King Jr. Park located on
2300 Greene St. in Columbia. Feel free to invite as many friends as possible to come with
you to the meeting. Your friends do not have to fit in the age range listed but just be willing
to learn about politics. There will be political speakers at this meeting as well. So come
out and be a member of a new group that's FREE of charge & is on the move: Youth
Interested in Politics!

Join the facebook group page at Youth Interested in Politics or e-mail Ashley Page at
abp2009@yahoo.com if you are interested.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Assessment and Resource Center of the Dept. of Mental Health is looking for a
therapeutic foster home in the Columbia area (Richland / Lexington) for a well-behaved
14-year-old girl. This is not a typical situation in that it is a case of parental alienation due
to religious divisions. We need a licensed therapeutic foster parent who can participate in
the treatment plan, as outlined by the Family Court, setting conditions for religious
tolerance and acceptance of a blended Jewish / Christian family. The child is likely to be
in care for approximately 6 months. If you or someone you know is an interested foster
parent with YAP, Family Preservation, Mentor, Growing Home or any other therapeutic
foster agency, please give Allison Foster a call at 898-1477.
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Unigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram Deadline
The e-mail deadline for the Unigram is 9:00 pm, the 2nd & 4th Sunday each month.
Please submit articles and announcements for the next issue to uucc@uucolumbia.org

Staff
Minister Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones minister@uucolumbia.org
Administrator Gin Beery uucc@uucolumbia.org
Youth Coordinator Morgan Gauthreaux youth@uucolumbia.org
Bookkeeper Ann Cargill bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org
Custodian John Squire
Board of Trustees
Co-President Don & Pat Mohr president@uucolumbia.org
President-Elect Barry Ahrendt president-elect@uucolumbia.org
Treasurer Linda Brennison treasurer@uucolumbia.org
Secretary Mike Sullivan secretary@uucolumbia.org
Members at Large Ivy Coleman, Elizabeth Harris, Marcia Fletcher,

Walter Patterson, and Andrea Pixley
Past President Joe Long pastpresident@uucolumbia.org
Phone: Office (803) 799-0845 FAX: (815) 550-4740
UUFC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
Office Hours: Tues. – Fri. 11:30 am – 4:30 pm Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4

August 2010 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS

Meeting Date Time Location
Akido Class Mon., Wed., Sat. 6:00 am Social Hall
Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 8:00 pm Sanctuary
Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
Committee Night (starts with dinner) 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Dinner in the Social Hall
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising 1st & 3rd Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
Forum Every Sunday 9:30 am Library
Funeral Consumer Alliance 2nd Monday 5:30 pm Classroom
Green Committee 3rd Wednesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5
Knit or Not Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
New Member Class 2nd Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 6
RE Committee 3rd Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom # 5
Science & Religion Book 2nd Thurs., Feb., April,

June, Aug., Oct., Dec.
7:00 pm Classroom # 5

September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
Technology Committee 3rd Thursday 7:00 pm Workroom 1
UU Animal Ministry 1st and 3rd Sunday 12:15 pm Library
UU Christian Fellowship no meeting July – Aug 12:30 pm Classroom # 5
UU Partner Church Committee Contact: Lee Minghi, 798-0904 or Carita Barr, 782-0053
Visitor Orientation 4th Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 6
Walk/Hike Group Last Saturday Morning's Different locations
Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5
Writer’s Group 2nd and 4th Monday 6:30 pm Social Hall
Rentals
Americans United 2nd Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary
Tai Chi 803-647-9283
columbia.sc@taoist.org

Every Tuesday 6:00 – 9 pm Social Hall
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The Unigram
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia
2701 Heyward Street
Columbia, SC 29205

Return Service Requested

Please, help us update our mailing list.
To delete or change your address,
Email: uucc@uucolumbia.org

======================================================================

The Seven Principles of Unitarian Universalism

Grateful for the religious pluralism that enriches and ennobles our faith, we are inspired to
deepen our understanding and expand our vision. We covenant to affirm and promote:

♦ The inherent worth and dignity of every person
♦ Justice, equity, and compassion in human relationships
♦ Acceptance of one another and encouragement of spiritual growth in our congregations
♦ A free and responsible search for truth and meaning
♦ The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and

society at large
♦ The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all
♦ Respect for the interdependent web of existence of which we are a part

If these principles reflect your understanding of the world and appeal to your sense of spiritual
fulfillment, we invite you to consider membership in the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Columbia. If you would like to discuss membership or if you would simply like more information,
please speak to any member of the Membership Committee or of the Board of Trustees.
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