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Sunday Schedule
Forum: 9:30 am in the Library
Worship: 11:00 am -12:15 pm
followed by a Coffee Hour in the
Social Hall
Nursery: Available during service
for infants through age 2
Children: 11:00 AM -12:15 PM
Religious Ed. classes for children ages
3 through 12th grade

July 18, 2009
9:30 am Forum Topic: Manipulation
11:00 am Sermon Topic: “Thriving
not surviving" by Jane Simpson

July 25, 2010
9:30 am Forum Topic: End of
Empire? America’s Decline
11:00 am Sermon Topic: What’s
Your Job Here” by Rev. Dr. Neal
Jones
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Ministerial Musings

The Journey

I hate to admit this because it would be considered heresy
among most UUs, but I don't like poetry. Well, not all poetry, just
most poetry. I just don't "get" most poems I read. I know the
writer is trying to make a point, but I usually can't grasp it through
all the meandering metaphors and vague references. This
surprises me about myself because I spend a lot of my time with
words, both reading them and stringing them together. Plus, I'm
an auditory person. I like the way words sound as much as their
meaning. Whenever I compose a sermon or a speech, I try to
make sure that I not only have something interesting to say but
that I say it in an interesting way.

But I usually "get" Mary Oliver's poems, three of which are
in the back of our hymnal. When I learned that she was the
presenter at the historic Ware Lecture at General Assembly a few
years ago, I almost didn't attend. But at the last moment I decided
that I should because it would probably be good for me, like
listening to classical music, going to the opera, or visiting the
dentist. I'm glad I did. I sat enthralled the entire time as her
simple, earthy images took my imagination to particular places in
everyday life and to universal themes of the human condition at all
times and places.

I chose Oliver's poem “The Journey” for the conclusion of
Sunday's sermon, "Speaking Your Truth," because she speaks
more eloquently than I of the courage and persistence it takes to
speak your truth in a world that would rather that we be someone
else besides ourselves. I have had several requests for ‘The
Journey”, so here it is:

One day you finally knew
what you had to do, and began,
though the voices around you
kept shouting
their bad advice--
though the whole house
began to tremble
and you felt the old tug
at your ankles.
"Mend my life!"
each voice cried.
But you didn't stop.
You knew what you had to do,
though the wind pried
with its stiff fingers
at the very foundations,
though their melancholy
was terrible.

Cont’d. Page 2
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Cont’d from Page 1

It was already late
enough, and a wild night,
and the road full of fallen
branches and stones.
But little by little,
as you left their voices behind,
the stars began to burn
through the sheets of clouds,
and there was a new voice
which you slowly
recognized as your own,
that kept you company
as you strode deeper and deeper
into the world,
determined to do
the only thing you could do--
determined to save
the only life you could save.

Neal

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Community Chalice
We extend our support and concern to...

Kevin Meredith, whose brother Greg died June 23.

Don Pearce, who is recovering from hip replacement surgery at Baptist Hospital in room 941. He would
very much like visitors.

Rusty Jobe, who is moving this week to Carrboro, NC, with his daughter and son-in-law, Hildy and John
Lindsey.

We extend our appreciation to...

Rev. Neal Jones and Pat and Don Mohr, our new co-presidents, who represented our congregation at
this year's General Assembly of Unitarian Universalist congregations in Minneapolis.

John Charbonnet and Claire Shawhan for organizing a congregational tubing trip down the river through
Columbia on Saturday.

We extend our congratulations to ...

Andy Wells, who has been promoted to Associate Manager at Pace Global Energy Services, which helps
businesses become "greener."

"If you have any joys or concerns you'd like to share with the Fellowship, please forward them to
uucc@uucolumbia.org "

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG EEVVEENNTTSS AANNDD MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

Don’t Roll the Tables
I’ve been corresponding with the maker of our nice Fellowship Hall tables, and they tell me the tables
aren’t really intended to be rolled from one place to another. I guess they’re round for some other reason.
At any rate, it does damage the tables, so please use the cart to transport them to where you intend to use
them. I know how much fun they are to roll, but it isn’t good for them.
Thanks, Joe Long, Past President

Harvest Hope Food Bank
You don’t need to make a special trip to the store, check the shelves in your pantry
as you head out the door on Sunday morning! Let's make it a weekly habit to bring
non-perishable food items and personal hygiene for every week. Volunteers deliver
all donations to the Food Bank every Monday.

Nursery Worker Position
We are currently accepting applications for a second worker in the nursery for Sunday mornings. Hours
are from 10:30 - 12:30 at $7.00 per hour. Qualifications include reliability and willingness to tend to infants
and toddlers during the church service. It is the policy of the UUCC to have two persons in every room in
which we care for children. If interested please contact Ann Johnson at 799-8022 or by email at
annj@logicsouth.com.

UUAM
UUAM is collecting pet food for the pets of needy senior recipients of Meals on Wheels. All natural pet food
is preferred, but all contributions are gratefully appreciated. Please put donations in the blue bin on the
stage in the Social Hall.

NAMI In Our Own Voice
Join us here at the UUCC, Sat. July 24th, at 7 pm for an inspirational experience of two courageous
persons sharing their journey into recovery from mental health issues. They will share their struggle,
acceptance, treatment, coping skills and successes, hopes and dreams for the future. All are welcome.

School Supply Drive
UUCC is sponsoring a school supply drive. Collection boxes are now in the UUCC lobby, and here is the
wish list of what to put in them: pencils, crayons, 3-ring binders, tissue boxes, notebook paper, glue sticks,
rulers, pencil holders, composition notebooks, and hand sanitizer. Drop supplies in the boxes anytime. The
last day supplies can be accepted is Sunday, July 25. Volunteer opportunities for packaging and
distributing supplies are available. To get involved, contact Dean Smith (deanjaysmith@yahoo.com), Kate
Noel Kloppenborg (kateri0574@hotmail.com), or Eve Ross (everosslaw@yahoo.com).

Fair Trade Organic Coffee
Support the Senior High Youth Group's year-round fundraiser by ordering fair trade, organic coffee. A
variety of teas and chocolate treats are also available. Orders are placed every Monday. Funds will be
used to offset the costs of our June 2011 UU Heritage Trip to Boston. If you don't see a table set up for
taking orders on Sunday, just call Barbie Seymour at 447-0862 anytime before 9:00 a.m. on Monday
mornings.

Rise Up & Call Her Name: A Woman-honoring Journey into Global Earth-based Spiritualities
Our next class is Aug. 5th at 7 pm in classroom # 6. We will be traveling to North Africa to meet Isis, the
Great Mother Goddess, and practice nourishing one another. We will also take time to appreciate the
power of healing that is so central to Earth-based spirituality. We will start promptly at 7 pm to be able to
cover all information. Donations will be accepted for printouts, refreshments and supplies. Given by Gaia’s
Rising, CUUP’s, Questions contact Candy Johnson at: shewhowonders2000@yahoo.com
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September Set
Remember to bring a dish to share for our 4th Friday potluck supper: 6:00 pm, July 23rd. See ya...Jan
Fulcher

The Amazons Are Coming – Again
Fifteen years ago we presented a service that was a reader’s theater production of the story of the

woman suffrage movement, which celebrated the 75th anniversary of the passage of the amendment that
gave women the right to vote. The production featured the voices of many of the suffragists, their music,
and a remembrance of several Unitarians and Universalists who had major roles in that great struggle.
This coming August 18th is the 90th anniversary of the final ratification of the amendment, and we are
reprising the production on Sunday August 22nd.

Don Mohr has adapted the script and will direct the production. Eve Ross will direct the music that
will feature the voices of the Bon Voyage choir.

We need several more women, up to a total of 15, to be in the production. The performers will need
to have some ability to read a script well and to occasionally sing along with Bon Voyage. We will rehearse
for about two weeks before the production, although no one will have to be at every rehearsal. We will
develop a final rehearsal schedule when we know who will be in the production. Everybody involved will
need to be at two dress rehearsals on either Thursday August 19 or Friday August 20, and on Saturday
August 21, and all singers must be at a rehearsal on Wednesday, August 18.
If you are interested in taking part in this production, contact Don Mohr at 782-9468 or e-mail at
dmohr@mindspring.com by Monday July 26.

Service of Music, A Congregational Sing
Sept. 19th will be a service of music, a congregational sing. Aug. 1 and 8 there will be an insert in the
bulletin on which you are invited to list up to 3 of your favorite "in the hymnal" songs. A planning
committee will choose from these so pick ones you love, ones you've missed singing, or your favorites
sung often. Bon Voyage will add their special touch as well as teach us one of their loveliest tunes. Linda
Steffey and Patricia Voelker are coordinating the service. You can direct your questions and input to
Patricia at AmaSpirit@aol.com or 803-356-4106.

FundRaising Action Team Announcement
The Spring Flings for 2010 have now been completed and we are ready to move on to the Summer and
Fall Flings. If you would be interested in hosting a fund raising event, please contact Mike Allen at
fundraising@uucolumbia.org (subject Hosting Event) or feel free to register your event online.
We are also seeking more volunteers to help with advertising future events, answering questions about
event registrations, and assisting with the F.R.A.T. table on Sundays. If interested call Mike Allen at 803-
386-9481 or via email at fundraising@uucolumbia.org (subject Volunteer).
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Religious Education

Volunteers are still needed for July and August. If
you can thread a needle, paint with glue, and help the little ones
cut, we need you! Please see the sign up sheet on the RE table
and sign up today. If you have questions, you can contact
Sonya Jones at jones_sonyaj@yahoo.com or Bethany Storlazzi
at johnlazzi@yahoo.com.

Upcycle Crafters Fair: August 8 after service children and youth will be displaying their Upcycle art
and information about reducing waste. Parents, please help your children gather their creations and
bring them the UUCC for Crafter's Fair. Other Upcycle crafters are encouraged to bring in their crafts
for sale or exhibit as well.

Sunday July 18, we will be re-using old gift cards. Please send in your old greeting cards
(Christmas, birthdays, etc), to be re-cycled into lovely new cards. We will also be upcycling sweaters.

Opportunities to be a part of the RE program this fall. We have several volunteer opportunities
that are well suited to people who have not been in UU or RE for a long time. Come and be a
teaching assistant, playground monitor, or organize the snack table this fall. We have something for
everyone! Make it your goal to get to know at least 1 of our children or youth this year. You'll be glad
you did.

Partner Church News:
Below is a note we have received from the student we are sponsoring in

Transylvania. Ildiko is a girl from a small town in Transylvania. Her parents are deceased
and she lives with relatives who have modest means. Attending the High School in
Kolozsvar provides her with a much better opportunity to further her studies.

The Partner Church committee anticipates fund-raising activity in late fall to benefit
our partner congregation in Beszterce; however, since Ildiko’s next school year begins
again in September, we’d like to remind the good folks at UUCC about the opportunity to
contribute to Ildiko’s scholarship with an early donation. For more information please
contact Yolanda Ganong at 787-9585 or yolicardigan@aol.com

Dear [Columbia UU Congregation]
I am Ildiko Kertesz from the Janos Zsigmond Unitarian Highschool from
Kolozsvar and I write to You to say thank you for your financial support, it helps me
very much, with its help may be that I will realize some of my dreams -going to
university, buying books to learn and so on.
My apologies if I had made mistakes in writing but I am still learning the English
language. I say Thank You for your financial support again.
Your faithfully
Ildiko Kertesz
Janos Zsigmond Unitarian Highschool, Kolozsvar
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July 1, 2010
Dear Friends,

General Assembly 2010 is now in the history books and what an historic one it was! The 49th
General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association could have been a contentious one
as delegates came together to decide, among other things, how we as a faith community
should respond to the recently-passed Arizona anti-immigration law (SB 1070). Going into GA,
it seemed that there were only two choices: hold GA 2012 in Phoenix as planned or lend our
voice to the growing boycott. However, I have to say that I am proud of our delegates who
worked hard with the UUA Board and staff to forge a third way: hold GA as planned but make
it a radically different GA, focused almost completely on racism, immigration, and social
justice. For more information about this historic action see 'Justice' General Assembly to be
held in Phoenix.

What impressed me most about this action was not the decision delegates reached but
instead the commitment to respectful, open dialogue that permeated this discussion. Denny
Davidoff, former moderator of the UUA, said she felt like she really was attending a meeting of
a religious organization. And I have to say, when we are at our best, it is an amazing thing to
watch. The process in which the decision was made was designed to remind us of who we are
and what we value. All throughout the process, delegates were called to their best selves and
they responded in kind. Sometimes it is so easy to get caught up in the decision, we forget
who we are and why we are here. Effective use of the mini-assembly allowed delegates to
work out a third-way that was palatable to many. And then framing the plenary debate in
meditative music, theological reflection, and prayer, the delegates were invited into a holy
space and as a result, were able to engage in a civil and respective debate. I encourage you
all to take the time to watch Plenary V and think about how you as leaders might apply what
you see there to difficult decisions that face your congregation. Process is important,
reminding us of our values is important, and calling us to the highest vision of who we can be
together can make all the difference.

General Assembly 2011, celebrating the 50th anniversary of the consolidation of the
Unitarians and the Universalists, will be in Charlotte from June 22-26, 2011. If you've never
been to GA, now is the time. If you've attended in the past, you already know the value gained
by worshipping, learning, and deciding in the midst of thousands of UUs. I issued a challenge
at this year's TJD In-Gathering to get 25% of our TJD members to GA 2011. To reach this
goal, I need your help but I believe it is a realistic goal. I also need your help in getting as
many of our youth there as possible so they can claim their place in Unitarian Universalism.
Mary Alm, District GA Coordinator, will be in touch with congregations in September as she
looks to fill all the important volunteer roles. Keep your eyes out for more to come...

Have a great summer,
Annette Marquis
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Unigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram Deadline
The e-mail deadline for the Unigram is 9:00 pm, the 2nd & 4th Sunday each month.
Please submit articles and announcements for the next issue to uucc@uucolumbia.org

Staff
Minister Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones minister@uucolumbia.org
Administrator Gin Beery uucc@uucolumbia.org
Youth Coordinator Morgan Gauthreaux youth@uucolumbia.org
Bookkeeper Ann Cargill bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org
Custodian John Squire
Board of Trustees
President Don & Pat Mohr president@uucolumbia.org
Co-Presidents-Elect Barry Ahrendt president-elect@uucolumbia.org
Treasurer Linda Brennison treasurer@uucolumbia.org
Secretary Mike Sullivan secretary@uucolumbia.org
Members at Large Ivy Coleman, Elizabeth Harris, Marcia Fletcher,

Walter Patterson, and Andrea Pixley
Past President Joe Long pastpresident@uucolumbia.org
Phone: Office (803) 799-0845 FAX: (815) 550-4740
UUFC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
Office Hours: Tues. – Fri. 11:30 am – 4:30 pm Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4

July 2010 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS

Meeting Date Time Location
Akido Class Mon., Wed., Sat. 6:00 am Social Hall
Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 8:00 pm Sanctuary
Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
Committee Night (starts with dinner) 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Dinner in the Social Hall
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising 1st & 3rd Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
Forum Every Sunday 9:30 am Library
Funeral Consumer Alliance 2nd Monday 5:30 pm Classroom
Green Committee 3rd Wednesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5
Knit or Not Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
New Member Class 2nd Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 6
RE Committee 3rd Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom # 5
Science & Religion Book 2nd Thurs., Feb., April,

June, Aug., Oct., Dec.
7:00 pm Classroom # 5

September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
Technology Committee 3rd Thursday 7:00 pm Workroom 1
UU Animal Ministry 1st and 3rd Sunday 12:15 pm Library
UU Christian Fellowship no meeting July – Aug 12:30 pm Classroom # 5
UU Partner Church Committee Contact: Lee Minghi, 798-0904 or Carita Barr, 782-0053
Visitor Orientation 4th Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 6
Walk/Hike Group Last Saturday Morning's Different locations
Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5
Writer’s Group 2nd and 4th Monday 6:30 pm Social Hall
Rentals
Americans United 2nd Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary
Tai Chi 803-647-9283
columbia.sc@taoist.org

Every Tuesday 6:00 – 9 pm Social Hall
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The Unigram
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia
2701 Heyward Street
Columbia, SC 29205

Return Service Requested

Please, help us update our mailing list.
To delete or change your address,
Email: uucc@uucolumbia.org

======================================================================

“The Way We Are with Each Other”

◊ We will make ours a positive, welcoming environment -- one that includes the diverse
perspectives of our spiritual community and builds a sense of connectedness.

◊ We will practice direct communication in all facets of UUCC life, using the power of our words
to work toward solutions rather than additional problems. We will refrain from spreading
hearsay.

◊ We will nurture each other’s spiritual and personal growth by entering into conversations and
interactions with compassion, deep listening, and respect for differences of opinion without
judgment.

◊ We will value and express appreciation for each contribution, whether it is time, money or
effort.

◊ We will acknowledge conflicts, address them openly and honestly, and resolve them as close
to their source as possible, using mediation if necessary.

◊ We will practice forgiving each other and ourselves.


