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Sunday Schedule
Forum: 9:30 am in the Library
Worship: 11:00 am -12:15 pm
followed by a Coffee Hour in the
Social Hall
Nursery: Available during service
for infants through age 2
Religious Education:
11:00 AM -12:15 PM. classes for
children ages 3 through 12th grade

July 17, 2011
9:30 am Forum Topic: Capitalism
(Effects of Changing Dollar as
Monetary Exchange)
11:00 am Sermon Topic: "To
Divinity and Beyond" by Candace
Chellew-Hodge

July 24, 2011
9:30 am Forum Topic: The
Corporatization of America
11:00 am Sermon Topic: “You Are
More Than Your Past” by Rev. Dr.
Neal Jones
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Ministerial Musings

Emerson vs. Bellows

It was nice to see so many Columbia UUs in Charlotte
for our national UUA General Assembly (GA) a couple of
weeks ago. I always look forward to the workshops,
presentations, and sermons at GA -- it's like going back to
college for a week, only without the tests and football games.
One of the presentations I attended was "Church of the New
Millennium" by the Rev. Dr. Galen Guengerich, minister of All
Souls UU in New York City. Many of us at the UUCC are
familiar with Rev. Guengerich because we viewed his DVD
series on "The Seven Virtues" during our spring Adult Ed
series.

In his GA presentation, Guengerich observed that
Unitarian Universalism has not grown since the merger
between Unitarians and Universalists in 1961. We had just
over 200,000 UUs then, and we have just over 200,000 now in
1,000 congregations. During the last 50 years, we UUs have
prided ourselves that we have held our own in membership
numbers, while mainline Protestants have declined. But the
downside is while our numbers have remained steady, the U.S.
population has increased 50% over the last 50 years, which
means that our proportion of the population has actually
decreased. In addition, over the last couple of years, our
absolute numbers have decreased, as well.

Guengerich also cited what should be encouraging
numbers for UUs. The fastest growing religious group in
America right now are those claiming "no religion" -- 15% of
Americans, which outranks every major religious group except
Catholics and Baptists. This should bode well for UUs because
unlike nearly every other religion, we welcome humanists,
atheists, agnostics, and skeptics in addition to theists. Also,
half of all Americans migrate from the faith of their childhood to
some other faith, and 90% of UUs are comprised of religious
"immigrants." I like to say that we UUs are primarily a refugee
religion in that the overwhelming majority of us in our
congregation and in the UUA as a whole come either from
other religious backgrounds or no religious background.

Yet we are not growing. Why?

Guengerich says we have chosen to be heirs of Ralph
Waldo Emerson instead of Henry Whitney Bellows. As you
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well know, Emerson is our icon. A former Unitarian minister, Emerson left the ministry to become the
prophet of self-reliance through his famous essays and lectures. His 1838 graduation address to the
Harvard Divinity School declared the independence of the Transcendentalists from institutional
religion because, proclaimed Emerson, the church (the Unitarian church!) was stifling spirituality with
its emphasis on tradition, rituals, the Bible, and past revelation. Individuals don't need these forms
because true spirituality is attained through personal experience and intuition.

One of those divinity school students who heard Emerson's address was Henry Whitney
Bellows, who eventually became the minister of All Souls in New York City, as well as the president of
the U.S. Sanitary Commission, the chief source of aid for Union soldiers during the Civil War. Bellows
was a critic of Emerson, arguing that the institutional church was not dispensable for the spiritual life.
Organized religion provides the forms and structures for spirituality to develop, spread, and be passed
on to future generations. Religion is a community's expression of the individual's spirituality.

Guengerich noted that conservative political and religious organizations get it. They are
immensely successful at propagating their faith because they are not bashful at all about pouring
money, time, and resources into TV and radio programs, the internet, think tanks, schools, and other
institutions to reshape society in their image. UUs, on the other hand, have authority issues. We
viscerally distrust personal and institutional authority and try to rely solely on individual and
congregational initiatives. We are children of Emerson, not Bellows.

I personally think that Guengerich is on to something. I fear that unless we UUs learn to better
institutionalize our faith of reason, tolerance, and openness -- a faith that our country desperately
needs -- we will go the way of the dodo bird.

This past Sunday we officially installed our Trustees for the next year. Our Board of Trustees,
our committees, budgets and pledge drives, a newsletter and website, policies and procedures, rules
and regulations are the institutional structures which support our spiritual growth and expression. I
take it as a very promising sign that in the last few years, we as a congregation have been paying
much more attention to our infrastructure. Organizational structures are not sexy and quite often are
tedious and boring, but they are absolutely necessary to sustaining the presence of Unitarian
Universalism in our community and in the lives of future UUs. Maybe the UUCC is choosing to be a
follower of Bellows instead of Emerson.

Neal
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Community Chalice
We extend our appreciation to…

Jim Burton for donating a custom-made, cherry-finish base for our new sanctuary chalice, which he
designed, commissioned, and donated, as well.

David Long, Brian Dudick, Sonya Jones and Kevin Eason for all their hard work to install our new
playground swing set.

We extend our congratulations to…

Dorothy Garretson, moving to Austin in mid-July to do AmeriCorps VISTA at the University of Texas
Elementary School. She will be recruiting volunteers, fundraising, and marketing for the School. She also
hopes to play roller derby with the Texas Rollergirls.
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Autumn Perkins and John Crowley. We wished to share that we are expecting - from Ethiopia!. We are
welcoming a new addition very soon. We traveled to Ethiopia in late May and passed court and are now
the parents of a beautiful little 3-year-old boy named Samuel. I am going back at the end of this month and
may be gone for up to three weeks in order to process his visa through the U.S. Embassy and take him
home. We are so excited. We hope and pray to make it back by mid August. Our son is amazing, but does
have some special needs we are concerned about. People can follow our journey at our blog
http://autumnperkins.blogspot.com/

Gin Beery, for being our Administrator for 5 years this past June.

We extend our support and concern to…

Mary Maclachlan, whose mother, Virginia Elinor Persons Belcher, 98, died Friday, July 8th. Mary and
Morgan will be holding a memorial service and reception at their home this Sunday, July 17th, at 4:00.

"If you have any joys or concerns you'd like to share with the Fellowship, please forward them to
uucc@uucolumbia.org "
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Upcoming Events and Meetings

Visitor’s Orientation
If you are new to UUCC, you are invited to the Visitor Orientation on Sunday, July 17th, ten minutes after
the service ends, in Classroom # 8. The Visitor Orientation includes a 10-minute DVD on Unitarian
Universalism, an opportunity to meet the other new people, and a short introduction to the activities of this
congregation. Light refreshments will be served.
If you have already been oriented and would like to become a member of the congregation, please contact
Michelle Andra, (m_andra@hotmail.com), or Pat Davy, (z2patzz@yahoo.com).

Attention Crafters! Craft Night & Crafters’ Fair on Tap
All UUCC members and friends are invited to a Family Craft Night and potluck dinner Wednesday, July 27
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. RE will provide lots of crafting tools and supplies, including many recyclables for
upcycling projects, and feel free to bring your own crafting supplies. Then on Sunday, Aug. 14 following
the service, we’ll having our summer Crafters’ Fair in the Social Hall. Many great crafts from children, youth
and adults will be available for purchase, with a percentage of the sales going to our RE program. To
reserve a table at the Crafters’ Fair or for more information, please email dre@uucolumbia.org.

There are lots of ways to go green!
What should environmental responsibility look like at the UUCC? The Green Committee
invites UUCC members and friends to complete our first annual Green Committee survey.
Look for this short survey at the Green Table (table with Green tablecloth) after the service
or complete this survey online at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/9SHMGQN. This survey
will help us know how to help both our congregation as a whole and its individuals in
meeting green goals, needs, and aspirations. And note that if you put your name on the
survey, you will be entered into a drawing for a $25 gift card to Earthfare. (For more
information, contact Michelle Andra at m_andra@hotmail.com or 828 545-3069.)
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September Set
Bring food to share and an appetite. Join us for our monthly get together on Friday, July 22nd, at 6 pm. If
you have any questions call Jan Fulcher, 791-7532.

The Flings Are Coming
We are now planning our traditional fall and spring flings as fund-raisers for our operating budget this year.
The flings are events sponsored by congregants; they can be dinners, hikes, wine-tastings, game nights,
or any other activity you would be willing to host. The host constructs the event and sets the price, and
we'll advertise it, sign up participants, and collect the money.
We want to start the flings in September, so start your innovative thinking now. Over the next two months,
we're going to be talking to potential hosts and assembling a brochure. Then you can look at dates and
events and choose what you'd like to attend. We hope to plan about thirty flings to take place between
September and May.
We've done these flings for at least the last twenty years, and some of the dinners and other activities have
been extraordinary---and we remember them to this day. For example, someone did a Greek dinner that
people talked about for years. Two couples organized a hike followed by a picnic that both adults and kids
enjoyed. Another couple did a formal dining and dancing event that was spectacular.
Several people have already volunteered to help with the flings (Ivy Coleman, Elizabeth Harris, Gloria
Talcove-Woodward, and Don & Pat Mohr). If you already have an idea, look for a sign-up sheet to host an
event in the social hall next Sunday, July 17. Get in touch with Pat Mohr (782-9468 or
patmohr@mindspring.com) if you have questions or want to share ideas.

GA Youth Trip A Success
UUCC was well represented by our youth at General Assembly in Charlotte. Kenny Derrick, Connor
Gibson, Cleome Hubbell and Eloisa Jones attended GA/Youth Caucus with advisors Eve Ross and
Lisa Eason. The youth carried our congregation’s banner in the opening parade and our Standing on the
Side of Love banner in a rally for LGBT rights, attended several workshops and worship services, and
networked with youth from other congregations and adults from UUCC. Thanks to everyone at UUCC for
supporting our year-long fundraising efforts to make this trip possible.
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Children's Fall Clothing Exchange Aug. 6
Have nice clothes that need a new home? Let's swap! We'll be greening back-to-school shopping by
setting up a clothing exchange for children's and juniors' clothes at the UUCC on Saturday, Aug. 6 from 8
a.m. to noon.. Donate your gently used clothing by July 31, and we'll sort it by size and type. On Aug. 6,
$10 gets you all the clothes you like at the exchange. Proceeds will go to the Family Shelter, and
remaining clothes will be donated to a charity. Sorting volunteers needed on Friday, Aug. 5 from 10
a.m.-2 p.m. For more information or to volunteer, please email dre@uucolumbia.org.

Reduced Price for UUCC Summer Camp
There’s still time to register for the final week of UUCC Summer Camp. Eco Crafting will be held July 18-22
from 8-3 each day, and the cost has been reduced to $100 per child. Activities include baking bread,
playing indoor and outdoor games, and creating fun crafts while learning the eco-friendly lifestyle. For more
information or to register, please pick up summer camp forms on the shelf outside the DRE’s office, and
submit completed forms to Sonya Jones or Lisa Eason.

Accepting Book and Media Donations
The UUCC RE program is now accepting donations of books, CDs, DVDs, software and other media for
our used book sale Aug. 20. Donations may be dropped off in Room 7 of the RE wing.

RE Wish List
The religious education program is in need of several items. Please email dre@uucolumbia.org to donate
or loan any of the following:
* Tree stumps for the playground (will be used as seats); we may also need someone with a chainsaw and

truck to cut, pick up and transport the stumps to UU.
* Cake/cupcake decorating supplies and/or expertise. We’ll be decorating cakes Sunday, July 24 for a

special dinner and birthday celebration at The Family Shelter Monday, July 25.
* Fabric for crafts, especially fleece material appropriate for infants
* Cloth napkins and napkin rings
* Plastic totes and/or small plastic containers with lids (for storing crafts and supplies)

Congregational Conversation
On July 24th the congregation is going to vote on the proposed renovations to our Social Hall, a Woodrow
Street courtyard and a Heyward Street memorial garden. If you missed the last congregational
conversation about these renovations and the financing of them, you will have another chance to get the
details of this project after the service on July 17th. Please join us.

Women’s Book Group
The Women's Book Group will meet Tuesday, August 9, 2011 at 7:00 PM in Room 5.
We will discuss The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann
Shaffer and Annie Barrows. Anyone with questions may contact Sandy Chubon,
776-0784. sjchubon@sc.rr.com

Farewell Party for Ivey Kaiser July 17
Join us in the social hall following the worship service Sunday, July 17 as we bid a fond farewell to Ivey
Kaiser, nursery supervisor and longtime member of UUCC. Ivey is headed to Austin, Texas to work for
Americorps, and her last day at UUCC is July 24. We'll have vegan cake and other goodies and let Ivey
know how much she's meant to our congregation.
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Shared Ministry Committee
The Shared Ministry Committee (SMC) is here to help. The SMC periodically advises the Board of
Trustees on the overall health of the congregation and serves as ombudsman for the congregation. The
members of the SMC are David Crockett (chair), Rev. Neal Jones, Jessica Kross, and Eve Ross.
Contact David Crockett, or any member of the SMC for more information. SharedMin@uucolumbia.org

Notice of Congregational Meeting
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia will have a special Congregational Meeting on
Sunday, July 24, 2011 at 12:30 PM. All attending are requested to sign in so that we can confirm a
quorum and have a complete record of attendance.
Item to Be Voted On: Approval to proceed with a construction project for new Social Hall doors
and reconfigured windows, new lobby windows, new Social Hall courtyard/patio on Woodrow
Street side of building, and new Memorial Garden on Heyward Street side of building.
The Board is recommending these renovations for approval by the Congregation and will offer a financial
plan that will not significantly change our overall annual budget. The renovations are the next step in
implementing our master plan for our building and grounds. Come hear about this exciting opportunity to
reach out to our community.
Respectfully submitted by Michael Sullivan, Secretary
UUCC Board of Trustees, June 22, 2011

Harvest Hope Food Bank
Provides for the needs of hungry people by gathering and sharing quality food,
with dignity, compassion and education. Their most needed food items include:
canned meat and fish, peanut butter (in plastic jars), canned vegetables and fruits,
breakfast cereal, toiletries, diapers, detergent, clean Styrofoam egg cartons and
plastic/paper bags. Bring an item each and every Sunday and help fill the basket
in the Foyer. UUCC Volunteers deliver all donations to the Food Bank every Monday.

Fair Trade Organic Coffee
Support the Senior High Youth Group's year-round fundraiser by ordering fair trade, organic coffee. A
variety of teas and chocolate treats are also available. Orders are placed every Monday. Funds will be
used to offset the costs of our June 2013 UU Heritage Trip to Boston. If you don't see a table set up for
taking orders on Sunday, just call Barbie Seymour at 447-0862 anytime before 9:00 a.m. on Monday
mornings.



7

Religious Education

RE Calendar
Sunday, July 17— Music & Movement: Making a canjo or tambourine

RE Committee Meeting, 12:30, Room 5
Monday, July 18-Friday, July 22—UUCC Summer Camp: Eco- Crafting
Saturday, July 23—Summer Pool Party at Don Dodson’s
Sunday, July 24—Music & Movement: Dances of Universal Peace
Sunday, July 31—Music & Movement: Wind instruments or Native

American rattle
Please see announcement below for youth group activities.

Attention 9th-12th graders & Parents: Big Plans for July!
Please mark your calendars and join us for the following fun events:
Sunday, July 17--Movies at Dutch Square Mall. Harry Potter fans who want to see it again this weekend
should arrive by 4:30 pm to see Deathly Hallows Part 2. I don't know what else will be playing, but youth
are welcome to attend whatever movies they like with parental approval. The movie tickets are $10, and
the youth group can cover 1/2 this cost, making tickets $5 each for YRUU youth. Friends are welcome to
join but they will need to purchase their own tickets. Parents will gather at the food court area for our first
small group ministry workshop, an important facet of the Coming of Age program.
Saturday, July 23--Pool Party at the Dodsons & Birthday Cakes for Family Shelter. We have been invited
a pool party at the Dodson's house on the 23rd from 4-8. Let's meet at the church at 3 p.m., so we can
carpool to the Dodsons. While we are gathering, we'll whip the cupcakes and sheet cakes for family
shelter and bake them. We'll leave them to cool while we go swim. Drivers will need to get sign a form;
please check with Lisa Eason.
Sunday, July 24--Youth gather at 5:30 p.m. at the church and decorate the birthday cakes and box them
up to go to the Family Shelter. While they are having fun with icing, parents will have our second small
group ministry workshop.
Sunday, July 31--Hilton Recreation Area on Lake Murray. Pack a cooler and your swim suit! After church
gather at Hilton Recreation Area on Lake Murray for a long afternoon of swimming and playing in the cove.
This is a best kept secret of Lake Murray, a beautiful cove area with a dock, covered picnic table in
wooded shade, and plenty of great opportunities for just relaxing in the water. We'll do our last parent's
small group ministry while we enjoy the natural surroundings. We will organize carpooling from the church.
All families are welcome to join us.

Registration Underway for 2013 UU Youth Trip
Anyone interested in attending the 2013 youth and family trip to Germany, Austria and the Czech Republic
should contact Morgan Gauthreaux at mgotro@sc.rr.com or Don Dodson at ddodson@sc.rr.com ASAP.
Registrations and deposits are now being accepted, and fundraising efforts for this exciting trip will begin
soon. Members and friends of UUCC receive first priority for this trip, but we will soon open up available
spaces to other UU congregations.

Summer Pool Party July 23
Mark your calendars: Don Dodson has generously offered us the use of his community pool (in Northeast
Columbia) for a summer pool party Saturday, July 23 from 4-8 p.m. We’ll also enjoy a potluck meal
poolside, so bring a dish. A clean-up crew is needed for after the party. Please email dre@uucolumbia.org
for more information or to RSVP.

Next Playground Workday July 23
We’re making progress on our playground and will continue working on it this month. Volunteers are
needed to help with building the club house and other playground items Saturday, July 23 from 8-noon.
Please email Sonya Jones at Sonya Jones jones_sonyaj@yahoo.com if you’re available to help that day.
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UUCC Staff
Minister Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones minister@uucolumbia.org
Administrator Gin Beery uucc@uucolumbia.org
Director Religious Education Lisa Eason dre@uucolumbia.org
Bookkeeper Ann Cargill bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org
Assistant Bookkeeper Andrea Dudick bk2@uucolumbia.org
Custodian Jeff Kruse

Board of Trustees
President Barry Ahrendt president@uucolumbia.org
President-Elect Ann Johnson president-elect@uucolumbia.org
Treasurer Linda Brennison treasurer@uucolumbia.org
Secretary Mike Sullivan secretary@uucolumbia.org
Members at Large Ivy Coleman, Elizabeth Harris, Buzzie Kelly,

Walter Patterson, and Bauer Westeren
Past Co-Presidents Don & Pat Mohr pastpresident@uucolumbia.org

Phone: Office (803) 799-0845 FAX: (815) 550-4740
UUCC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
“Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/uucolumbia
Office Hours: Tues. – Fri. 11:30 am – 4:30 pm Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4

July 2011 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS

Meeting Date Time Location
Akido Class Mon., Tues., & Thur. 6am

Wed. 5:30 pm
6:00 am
or 5:30 pm

Social Hall

Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 6:30 pm Social Hall
Bon Voyage Every Thursday 8:00 pm Sanctuary
Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
Committee Night (starts with dinner) 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Dinner in the Social Hall
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising 1st & 3rd Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
Forum Every Sunday 9:30 am Library
Funeral Consumer Alliance 2nd Monday 5:30 pm Classroom
Green Committee 3rd Wednesday 6:30 pm Classroom # 5
Knit or Not Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
New Member Class 2nd Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 5
Play Readers 3rd Wednesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5
RE Committee 3rd Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom # 5
Science & Religion 2nd Thursday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5
September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
Technology Committee 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Workroom 1
UU Animal Ministry 1st Sunday 12:15 pm Library
UU Humanist 4th Thursday 7:00 PM Classroom # 5
UU Partner Church Committee Contact: Lee Minghi, 798-0904 or Carita Barr, 782-0053
Visitor Orientation Sunday, July 17 12:15 pm Classroom # 8
Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5
Writer’s Group 2nd and 4th Monday 6:30 pm Barnes & Noble
Rentals
Americans United 2nd Sunday, Jan. April,

July, & Oct.
6:00 pm Sanctuary

NORML (National Organization
Reform Marijuana Laws)

1st Tuesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 8

Tai Chi 803-647-9283
columbia.sc@taoist.org

Every Tuesday 6:15 pm Social Hall
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THE SIX SOURCES OF FAITH FOR UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS

• Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which
moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which create and uphold life;

• Words and deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront powers and
structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power of love;

• Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life;

• Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God's love by loving our neighbors
as ourselves;

• Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of
science, and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit;

• Spiritual teachings of earth-centered traditions, which celebrate the sacred circle of life and
instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature.

Nonprofit Org.
US Postage

PAID
Permit No. 842
Columbia, SC

Unigram Deadline
The deadline for the next issue is Sun., July 24,
which will be published on Wed., July 27.
Please submit articles and announcements for
the next issue to uucc@uucolumbia.org


