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Sunday Schedule
Forum:      9:30 am in the Library
Worship:  11:00 am -12:15 pm         
followed by a Coffee Hour in the
Social Hall
Nursery:   Available during service           
for infants through age 2
Children:  11:00 AM -12:15 PM
Religious Ed. classes for children ages
3 through 12th grade

May 31, 2009
9:30 am Forum Topic:  What do
Unitarians have in common?
11:00 am Sermon Topic: “The High
Cost of Being Poor”, by Sue
Berkowitz, Director of South Carolina
Appleseed Legal Justice Center

June 7, 2009
9:30 am Forum Topic: What is
emotional intelligence?    
11:00 am Sermon Topic: "One
Doesn't Have to Be a Lonely Number"
by Rev. Dr. Neal Jones
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Harvest Hope Food Drive

Our first group service event with Harvest Hope was a great
adventure.  Members and friends met at the Dutch Fork Post
Office on Saturday, May 9 with folding chairs and cold drinks to
await the return of the mail carriers in their trucks with
donations collected during the Letter Carrier Food Drive.
Granted, it was a little slow at first -- we had many more willing
helpers than food to move, but we spent our time talking,
laughing and getting to know each other better.  As the
afternoon progressed, the trucks came in closer and we had
more opportunities to lift and tote.

At first I feared we really weren't needed that much, but it
became clear that our working together made pretty light work
of a task that would have been very tiring for the two Harvest
Hope workers waiting there with the truck.  We shared the
disappointment of trucks returning with only a few small bags of
food and pretty much jumped up and down with excitement
when the carrier opened his rear gate to reveal a packed space
with cans and boxes spilling out as we ran to catch them.

By the end of our shift, there was a respectable amount of food
moved to the truck, we had used our muscles a little and had
nurtured our collective spirit a lot.  All of us are looking forward
to sharing more of these moments in the weeks and months to
come.  Next time, if you are able, join us and find joy in a
shared effort that lifts us up in spirit as it addresses the needs
of our community.

Cont’d. page 2
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Cont’d. from page 1   Harvest Hope Food Drive

Thanks to: Michael Allen, Ann Cargill, Dorothy Garretson, Tyler Pixley, Patricia Voelker, Eve Ross, Dean
Smith, Mike Sullivan, Glenn White, and the Minghi's who stopped by to cheer us on.
 If you are ready for another service opportunity, these three have been offered:
June 3 - work at a local Chick-Fil-A collecting food donations for Harvest Hope.
June 13 - work at Harvest Hope from 9am-1pm
June 27 - work at Harvest Hope from 9am-1pm
 Please let me know right away if you want to participate in any of these and I will arrange with
Edna before she leaves her position (being transferred with her Methodist husband!)
 Thanks to everyone and to all who will come along on the next adventure!
Cheryl Soehl
 
We have a second service opportunity with Harvest Hope scheduled for Saturday, June 27, 2009.  The
service will begin at the warehouse at 9:00 am and end at 1:00 pm.  If you are interested in joining this
group, please email Cheryl Soehl at csoehl@soehl.com.
More details will be provided closer to our service date.

======================================================

      Community Chalice

We extend our support and concern to…

Bob Chubon, who has returned home after being hospitalized.

Maryann Singer, who recently returned from a visit with her mother at the hospital in Arizona.

We extend our appreciation to…

Chuck Hassel for professionally labeling our kitchen cabinets and drawers.

We extend our congratulations to…

Bill Moody, who was honored by the choir during the service of May 24 for his 20 years as our
choir director.

Noelle Thirkield-Kruse, who placed 4th in South Carolina on the National French Exam, first
year, and 8th nationally.  She was also inducted into the National Junior Honor Society last month.
Noelle is the daughter of Alison Thirkield and Jeff Kruse.

Cleome Hubbell, an 8th grader, who received a Middle School Scholarship and a South Carolina
Junior Scholarship; and to Karlyn Hubbell, who received a 7th grade Scholarship Achievement.
Cleome and Karlyn are the daughters of Erica Patterson.

Jonathan Thompson, who is moving to San Francisco on June 15.  We will certainly miss him,
but we’re happy for his new adventure.

Connie Myers, who will be one of the presenters at "South Carolina Women: Their Lives and Times,"
a symposium sponsored by the USC College of Arts and Sciences, the Southeastern Institute for
Women and Politics, and the Alliance for Women on Thursday, June 4.  For more information, visit
http://saeu.sc.edu/reg/symposium or call 777-9444.

===================================================
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UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  EEVVEENNTTSS  AANNDD  MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

Partner Church News
  The Partner Church  -  September Set Gala Evening, May 22, was both a Fun & Fundraising
success.  Fifty folks, grays and “not-so-grays” gobbled goulash, sipped soup, and devoured desserts
before being rhapsodized by Rachmaninoff. [The concert, with huge thanks to Bob Scott and Molly Jones.]
A grand total of $750 was raised for the benefit of our partner church in Beszterce, Transylvania, Romania.
Thanks to you all.  And a very special thanks to a most generous “anonymous angel”.
 As you read this, Andrew Reilly, our UUFC Partner Church “ambassador” is en route to Central
Europe.  If all goes according to plan, on Sunday June 7, he will accompany Rev. Zolst Solymosi to carry
our greetings and gifts to our partner congregation.  Ah, the tales our “actor/ambassador” should have to
tell us on his return in mid-June…!
   
Women’s Book Group
The Women’s Book Group will meet Tuesday, June 9, in Room 5 in
the RE wing at the UUFC at 7:00 PM.  We will discuss The Book Thief   
by Markus Zusak.  Anyone with questions may contact Sandy
Chubon, 776-0784.

Walk Hike Group
The Walk/Hike group will be meeting on Saturday May 30 for our annual trip to
Landsford Canal to see the beautiful spider lilies in the Catawba River.  If you have
not seen this magnificent display of literally thousands and thousands of white
blooms you must come on our monthly walk.  Bring a camera and if you have water
shoes you can wade into the river for a closer look.  We bring a picnic lunch and eat
under the trees at a picnic table.  This is a state park with running water and
bathroom facilites.  Questions:  Joe Long at 695-0309 or Ann Johnson at 799-8022.

Visitor Orientation
 If you are new to UUFC, you are invited to the Visitor Orientation on Sun., May 31, ten minutes
after the service ends, in Classroom # 6. The Visitor Orientation includes a 10-minute DVD on Unitarian
Universalism, an opportunity to meet the other new people, and a short introduction to the activities of this
fellowship. A light lunch will be served.
  If you have already been oriented and would like to become a member of the Fellowship, please
contact Michelle Andra, Membership Chair, 750-4866, m_andra@hotmail.com.

2009 Stewardship Campaign Update
 Our annual Stewardship Campaign is heading for its finale on Sunday, June 7. We will celebrate
the end of the campaign with refreshments before the service.  After the service, we will hold a
congregational meeting to review the proposed budget for the fiscal year that begins July 1. The results so
far are encouraging, but about half the pledge cards have not yet been returned.  To date, the average
pledge is more than $1800, and the median is $1000.  More than one-third of the members and friends
who have turned in pledge cards have increased their commitment over last year by 10 percent or more.
Thanks to all for your support.
 Pledging is important, because it allows your board of trustees to make spending plans for the year
ahead and to allocate resources wisely. The board is deciding such matters as compensation for the staff,
the purchase of new hymnals, and training for our staff and servant leaders. A reminder: the board has
decided that members who pledge this year and are unable to donate later because of a job layoff can
have their pledge contributions for the year to date refunded in full.
 If you have not received a pledge card and giving guide or have any questions about the
campaign, please contact Barry Ahrendt any time at 803-360-8773 or email: bahrendt@wistv.com.

Special Edition of the UUFC Mountain Retreat
They are Ready! We have a few printed copies of the Special Edition of the UUFC Mountain Retreat
newsletter at the Welcome Table. If you didn’t get one by email, pick one up.
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Cakes for the Queen of Heaven
 Cakes for the Queen of Heaven, a feminist theology mini-course, will meet this June on Tuesdays,
starting June 2nd for five consecutive weeks. Cakes (for short) is an RE curriculum for women college age
and older, created by UU minister Shirley Ann Ranck. Our group will explore the first part of the curriculum
together, which focuses on ancient Goddesses, weaving their stories together with major concerns of
women today.
 The themes of the session include:

The Sacred Female, In the Name of the Mother and the Daughter, Womanpower, The First
Turning-From Goddess to God, and Reclaiming Women's Heritage of Peace.

Meeting time: 6:30 pm- 8:00 pm, Tuesdays, starting June 2nd and ending June 30th for 5 consecutive
Tuesdays. Place: the UUFC library.

Questions please contact Heather Matthusen (heather_matthusen@yahoo.com). Or just come on
the 2nd!

UUFC in the UU World Magazine
Check out page 52 in the latest issue of the UU World Magazine (Summer 2009). Our own Rev. Jones and
the UUFC are mentioned in an article about the "I Believe" license plate, "UU Fights SC's 'I Believe'
License Plates."

Birding 101
Birding 101 brought together 14 of us, including a visitor from New Jersey.  The sky
was cloudy, the air was humid, but the birds were chirping.  We raised awareness
of birding, identified 18 species seen and heard, enjoyed the Rocky Shoals Spider
Lilies, learned where to look for alligators at Riverfront Park, had enough fun to ask
for another gathering in cooler weather, and raised $51 for UUFC.
If you missed this opportunity but would like to explore birding or just have a buddy
with whom to bird, email Patricia at AmaSpirit@aol.com or Caroline at
ceastman@sc.rr.com.

Community service information request
As part of our focus on congregational social action this year, we are interested in finding out more about
the various types of community service our members are engaged in.  We know we have many members
who are involved in social action as individuals.  We are seeking to involve the whole congregation in
social action projects so that by working together, we can have a greater impact and also build our sense
of community.  Our specific focus for this year is poverty, hunger, and homelessness.  If you are
volunteering or working in this area, or any other area of social action in the community, and do not mind
sharing a little information about what you do, please contact our Ad Hoc Committee on Congregational
Social Action.  Also, if you would potentially be interested in briefly talking about your experiences at a
Sunday service, please let us know this too.  You can call or email the ad hoc committee chair, Michael
Sullivan, at 803-403-7095 or mikesullivan@sc.rr.com.   Thank you!

Somali Bantu Refugee
This year the Somali Bantu Refugee children we are working with are Ali (12), Hawa (8), Sadik (5), and
Abdi (10 months) Mahbruk. Hawa won an advanced reading trophy last week. Their mother is Owliya
Kulow (in their culture, women don't change their name when they marry) and their father is Hussein
Mahbruk. During their vacation the school-age children will attend a summer program. Some needs this
family has include children's books, assistance purchasing one or two items of used furniture for their living
room (Owliya would like to pick it out herself, maybe from Re-Store or His House), and occasional
technical assistance (can't seem to get a signal with their new digital converter box, for instance). This
family has been in country for five years, is well adjusted and both parents have some fluency in English.
They are capable of handling most of the situations that come up in American life on their own, but can still
use a little help in some matters. Contact Dean Smith (741-4043) if you would like to help out with any of
these items.
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Religious Education

Fundraising Bazaar and
Yard Sale June 13/14th.
Contact Didi for details.

Integrating the Children into the Congregation. Bethany, Jen,
and Didi provided Neal with a folder full of drawings made by our
youth, and their pictures have been used on the Order of Service
whenever possible. There is a sign up sheet for chalice lighters, it
will be kept on the RE table. We greatly appreciate, Bethany, our
RE Chair for her work on this.

Clean-Up Day for RE Wing June 27th we invite the whole
Congregation to help. A sign up sheet will be announced for
activities and time.

Help!! Help!! The Backyard Habitat is in need of a leader to oversee the continued process and
completion of this wonderful project.

Bonfire and Camp Out at the UU June 27th, 6pm, families, fun and games...all are welcome. Bring your
tents, songs, and musical instruments.

May 17th Teacher Appreciation and Bridging for the Kids...Wow!!
Our Intergenerational Service was led by Neal, Didi and Bethany. Bethany engaged the children in a
dynamic and dramatic offertory, "Live High", and a skit on homelessness and hunger. The children
received gifts and told something they liked or didn't like as Bethany greeted and honored each child at the
pulpit, then the children experienced Bridging from one class to the next in front of the congregation. Didi
honored the teachers and volunteers with deep appreciation and gifts. Neal led a most beautiful responsive
reading about the sacredness of children. Sophia Johnson lit the Chalice and proved the artwork for the
Order of Service. Special appreciation to Ryan Humphrey, pianist, and The Bon Voyage Singers and to
David Long for the amazing CD and DVD compilation of the RE activities from this 2008/09 year. The CD's
were gifts for the children along with glow sticks!! This special yearly event was inspiring and uplifting for
all.

Summer RE Classes Begin June 7th, Expansion of Mind and Living Green. Volunteers for Summer RE
Classes Please Sign Up on the Sign up Sheet in the Social Hall by the RE Table: This summer our
program will focus on The Great Lesson by Maria Montessori (stories, discussion, drama, art and the Big
Bang idea). We will also care for our environment with the Backyard Wildlife Habitat project, plus planting
flowers, and caring for our vegetable garden. The children will eat from the garden and give baskets of
fresh food to Harvest Hope so that people in need of food will get something fresh and organic.

SUMMER CAMP: June 29th-July 3rd, UUFC One Week 1/2 Day  (10am to 2pm)
Important Update
Registration forms are on the RE Table in the Social Hall, or you may contact Didi Doggette, Director of
Religious Education (see below).
Day 1: Orientation and Nature Trip to Congaree Swamp
Day 2: Ecology, Nature, Earth, Gardening, a neighborhood walk to observe the Nature
Day 3: Yoga and Healthy Food Cooking Class, Painting Class
Day 4: Yoga, Communication Skills/Games and Clay Art
Day 5: Closing and Picnic/Outing to Sesquicentennial Park (games & hiking)
Healthy snacks will be provided, and children should bring a packed lunch.
Cost for the week: $45, Scholarships are available.

Free Trade Organic Coffee
Please order organic free trade coffee from the High School class. These funds help support important
activities for the kids. Call Barbie Seymour, 447-0862
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Celebrating and Honoring our Mothers
Mother's Day Service was a time for the children to honor their mothers and grandmothers and all women
with flowers, which they gleefully did. The children moved among the congregation sharing the flowers to
kind smiling faces and accepting hands, all who have known too well the great role of motherhood. Then
the children were sung out to the piano room where the kids designed cards and paintings of love for
Mother's Day gifts.

GoldMine 2009 *Youth Leadership School* July 19-25, 2009
Williamsburg, VA Williamsburg Unitarian Universalist for Youth ages 14-18, For more information contact
the Dean, Tandy Scheffler - 865-483-6761 - Ordrets@bellsouth.net  Fee per person is $350

Suggestions &Thoughts, Yours Are Important, send an email or call.

Director of Religious Education
Didi (Lynn Doggette)
Tel #: (803) 546-1290     email: DRE@uucolumbia.org

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Community Events

South Carolina Women: Their Lives & Times
You are invited to an inspiring symposium where you will hear the stories of a host of trailblazing Carolina
women - a Native American tribal leader, enslaved women, revolutionaries, crusaders, abolitionists,
preservationists, and scientists.  Take a break from your routine and be inspired by the women who helped
build South Carolina. Our own Connie Myers will be one of the presenters.
When: June 4, 2009 Where: The Moore School of Business, USC Campus
If you have questions please contact Conferences and Event Services at USC at confs@mailbox.sc.edu or
call 803-777-9444.

Dine for a Cause the First Week of June!
By Dorothy Garretson
            I am an Americorps VISTA at the Community Mediation Center. The CMC provides free or low-cost
conflict resolution services throughout the Midlands. The Community Mediation Center is a member of
Midlands Partners along with Capital Senior Center, Eau Claire Cooperative Health Center, Communities
in Schools of the Midlands, and Edventure. Midlands Partners is dedicated to improving the lives of
underserved citizens of the Midlands. Our partnership engages community businesses and organizations
to create fundraisers volunteer opportunities, and awareness of our services.
           Through the work of the Americorps VISTA’s in Midlands Partners, five restaurants are teaming up
to present Dine for a Cause; in which they will donate up to 10% of their sales to the Midlands Partners.
            Please support the Community Mediation Center and Midlands Partners through your patronage of
these restaurants during the first week of June:
            Village Idiot (Monday, June 1st from 4pm to 12am)
            Blue Marlin (Tuesday, June 2nd from 5pm to 10pm)
            Bull Market (Wednesday, June 3rd from 6pm to 9pm)
            Which Wich? (State House location) (Thursday, June 4th from 6pm to 10pm)
            Café Strudel (Friday, June 5th from 6pm to 10pm)
For more information, please visit http://midlandspartners.t35.com/home/

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Unigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram Deadline
The e-mail deadline for the next Unigram is
9:00 pm, June 7, 2009.
Please submit articles and announcements for the 
next issue to uufc@uucolumbia.org
Typed or neatly handwritten copy must be received
in the office by 11:15 pm the same day.

Staff
Minister Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones minister@uucolumbia.org
Administrator Gin Beery uufc@uucolumbia.org
Director of Religious Ed. Lynn "Didi" Doggette dre@uucolumbia.org
Custodian John Squire
Board of Trustees
President Mike Paget president@uucolumbia.org
President-Elect Joe Long president-elect@uucolumbia.org
Co-Treasurer Glenn White & Ann Cargill treasurer@uucolumbia.org
Secretary Dean Smith secretary@uucolumbia.org
Members at Large        Mike Allen, Barry Ahrendt, Marcia Fletcher, Andrea Pixley, Larry Siegel
Past President             Peter Kandis pastpresident@uucolumbia.org
Phone:  Office (803) 799-0845
FAX: (815) 550-4740
UUFC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com     
Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10:30 am – 3:00 pm

June 2009

Tues. 2 6:30 PM Cakes Queen of Heaven
Sun. 7    9:30 AM Forum

11:00 AM Worship Service
9:00 PM Unigram Deadline

Tues. 9  6:30 PM Cakes Queen of Heaven
Sun. 14 9:30 AM Forum
                  11:00 AM Worship Service

June 2009 ONGOING MEETINGS & Rentals

Meeting Date Time Location

Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
RE Committee 2nd Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom with couches
Visitor Orientation 4th Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 6
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
UU Crafter's Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
Funeral Consumer Alliance 2nd Monday 5:30 pm Classroom
Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5
Committee Night 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Starts with dinner in the

Social Hall
Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 7:00 pm Social Hall
UU Humanist Group 4th Wednesday 7:00 pm Library
Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 8:00 pm Sanctuary
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Science & Religion Book 2nd Thursday, June,

every other month
7:00 pm Classroom

September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Walk/Hike Group Last Saturday Morning's Different locations
Rentals
Americans United 1st Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary
Tai Chi Every Tuesday 10:00 am   and

6:00 pm
Social Hall
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Return Service Requested

 

Please, help us update our mailing list.
To delete or change your address,
Email: uufc@uucolumbia.org

======================================================================

THE SIX SOURCES OF FAITH FOR UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS

• Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which
moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which create and uphold life;

• Words and deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront powers and
structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power of love;

• Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life;

• Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God's love by loving our neighbors
as ourselves;

• Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of
science, and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit;

• Spiritual teachings of earth-centered traditions which celebrate the sacred circle of life and
instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature.
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