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Sunday Schedule
Forum: 9:30 am in the Library
Worship: 11:00 am -12:15 pm
followed by a Coffee Hour in the
Social Hall
Nursery: Available during service
for infants through age 2
Children: 11:00 AM -12:15 PM
Religious Ed. classes for children ages
3 through 12th grade

May 16, 2009
9:30 am Forum Topic: What is Real?
11:00 am Sermon Topic: “Healing
Religion” by Stephanie Mitchem
Chair, Department of Religious
Studies Director, African American
Studies Program, University of South
Carolina

May 23, 2010
9:30 am Forum Topic: Is
Humanism a Religion?
11:00 am: Bridging Ceremony and
Teacher Appreciation
Congregational Meeting after Service
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Ministerial Musings
"Political" vs. "Spiritual" Sermons

As people are leaving after a Sunday service,
sometimes they will say to me, "That was a powerful political
sermon," or "That was a good spiritual sermon." I wonder what
is the difference between a "political" and a "spiritual" sermon.

By "political," I think most people are referring to
sermons that address the social, economic, cultural, and
historical context of our society. I think of it as the ocean we all
swim around in. Most people, I'm afraid, are not aware of the
water all around them. They take it for granted as simply "the
way things are" or "supposed to be" or as what is "natural" or
"normal." By taking our "ocean" for granted, we remain
unaware of how we are shaped -- and often misshaped -- by
the social, economic, cultural, and historical forces that create
our world even before we are born into it. This mindlessness
makes us irresponsible: we do not take responsibility for
shaping our context. One of the main reasons I chose to be a
Unitarian Universalist is that we UUs try to be aware of our
ocean and we try to make it more just and humane for
everyone.

I grew up in a faith tradition that was strictly "spiritual"
and avoided the "political" like the plague. While young men
were dying in an immoral, unnecessary war in Southeast Asia
and young men and women were giving their lives at home for
basic civil rights, the preachers of my church were giving
"spiritual" sermons about Biblical characters and Biblical times.
It was as if they were ostriches with their heads stuck in the
ground, ignoring the world around them. I and the rest of my
home church would have made great citizens of ancient Israel,
but we were unaware, irresponsible citizens of twentieth
century America. This is because our church did not teach us
how. I don't want to repeat that shortcoming as a minister.

Another reason I'm a Unitarian Universalist is that we
don't compartmentalize spirituality. To be spiritual, at least for
me, means to transcend myself and connect with something or
someone outside myself -- with transcendent values, with
others, with my community, with the universe, with a meaning
and purpose greater than self. I am reminded that the literal
meaning of the word "religion" is "to reconnect." So I don't
distinguish between "spiritual" and "political" topics. For me, all
my sermons address the spiritual. Sometimes I focus on the
spirituality of our personal lives (these are the sermons I

Cont’d. on Page 2
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suspect some hear as "spiritual"). Sometimes I focus on the spirituality of our congregational life and
as Unitarian Universalists. Sometimes I focus on the spirituality of our life in society (these are the
sermons I suspect some hear as "political"). Sometimes I address all three areas of spirituality in the
same sermon, but this is rare because of time constraints. I usually rotate my sermons around these
broad areas.

Of course everyone has preferences. Some will prefer to hear sermons about the struggles
and challenges of daily life and relationships. Some will prefer sermons about the struggles and
challenges of living together in a UU congregation. Some will prefer to hear about the struggles and
challenges of living together in a multi-cultural, multi-racial, multi-class society. If you come on a
Sunday when I'm not talking about your preferred topic, come back; I will probably get around to it. In
the meantime, listen and be prepared to stretch. I see worship primarily as a stretching exercise for
the heart and mind.

The Perpetual Pupil

============================================================

Community Chalice
We extend our appreciation to…

Cheryl Soehl and Dorothy Garretson, who represented the UUCC in the NAMI Walk on May 1st.

We extend our support and concern to...

Michelle Andra, who is recovering at home from surgery removing an ovarian cyst.

We extend our Congratulations to…

Bill Molnar successfully defended his dissertation Friday, April 30, 2010. The title of the document is “Can
Deliberation Alter Patterns of Influence? A Study on Local Government Decision-making and the
Deliberative Dialogue Process.” He is scheduled to receive his Doctor of Philosophy degree in Policy
Studies from Clemson University August, 2010.

"If you have any joys or concerns you'd like to share with the Fellowship, please forward them to
uucc@uucolumbia.org "

==============================================================

UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG EEVVEENNTTSS AANNDD MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

Director of Religious Education
By mutual agreement between the UUCC Board and our minister Neal Jones, Didi Doggette has left the
job of Director of Religious Education of the Congregation. Her departure is effective immediately and
includes a severance package. The Personnel Committee is beginning a search for a successor.
Questions should be directed to Rev. Jones or to Joe Long, president of the Board. We want to thank Didi
for her many contributions to our RE program, and we wish her the best.

Fair Trade Organic Coffee
Please order organic fair trade coffee from the High School class. These funds help support important
activities for the kids. Call Barbie Seymour, 447-0862
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The UUCC 2010-11 Canvass Drive Underway
You should have received your pledge card in the mail by now, but more are available if you've lost yours.
See Gin Beery for replacement cards. The goal is to get a pledge card from every member by May 15, and
we’re hoping for pledges totaling $205,000, which would represent a 10 percent increase from last year’s
total pledges of $186,000. Drop cards off in the Canvass Drive box in the Social Hall. Questions? Contact
Canvass Chair Kevin Meredith: kemeredith@hotmail.com or 446-9050.

CCOOFFFFEEEEHHOOUUSSEE Friday, May 21, 2010

Amelia Curran www.ameliacurran.com
Coming from the deep Canadian tradition of amazing singer-songwriters, we have lured Amelia down from
the frozen north to warm us with her beautiful voice, lyrics, and music.
“One of this country’s finest singer-songwriters.” ~ Montreal Gazette
“You might imagine the folks at the record label shoving a contract at her halfway through hearing the first
song.” ~ Eye Weekly
“Amelia Curran could very well be a poet, as her lyrical perception borders on unmasked vulnerability and
contemplative wistfulness.” ~ Chart Attack Magazine
“Amelia Curran is a singer from St. John's whose voice has the sound of faith and experience.” ~ Essential
Tracks, Globe and Mail
Opening: Justin Rutledge www.myspace.com/justinrutledge www.justinrutledge.com
“For anyone following the folk/roots scene in Toronto, the serene work of Justin Rutledge is no secret, but
it’s easy to forget just how engaging and talented this gentle singer/songwriter is...infectious country folk
hooks and lush harmonies. NNNN.” -- Now Magazine
“Rutledge approaches the words as though they are poems, refusing to highlight their meanings. Instead,
the songs demand that listeners find those lines that stand out, turning them over and investigating the
nooks and crannies around them until they begin to take on a larger, grander shape.” -- Vue Weekly
Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for high school and college students with a reservation request left at
1-888-849-4224 extension 4. Leave your name and the number of tickets you need, and pay at the door.
Without reservations, tickets at the door are $12 and $7. Children up through 8th grade are free with a
paying adult.
Doors open at 7:30 and the music begins at 8:00.

Unitarian Universalist Animal Ministry
Marilyn Miss would like to start a chapter of UUAM - Unitarian Universalist Animal Ministry. It was formerly
known as Unitarian Universalists for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (UFETA). It is a well established
national organization which supports animal rights. Working together, we can more effectively take a stand
on local animal issues like cock-fighting. Please contact her if you would like to meet to discuss the
possibility of forming a chapter here. 252-2189. or marilynmiss@yahoo.com

Parent Orientation
On June 6th, following service there will be a Parent/Volunteer Orientation in the Classroom #5of the RE
wing. This class is not just for new families, it is also for families who have been coming a long time and
have not been able to make it to a class this year. There are changes we are making and we want you
informed! This class is also suitable for anyone who would like to be involved with volunteering in the RE
Wing. Children are welcome. Please sign up at the RE table. Bethany can be reached at 419-0760 or
johnlazzi@yahoo.com for questions.

Fund Raising Action Team Announcement
May 14 - 7:30pm -- A Minghi Soiree; Ryan at the Steinway at The Minghi's house ($15 in advance, $20 at
the door per guest)
May 15 - 2:00 pm -- UU Nerf Gun War at UUCC, hosted by Tyler Pixley ($10/guest, age 13+)
Pick your own day -- Relax Into Spring ($10)
If you would like to register for one of these events, please email fundraising@uucolumbia.org with your
details or sign up at the F.R.A.T. table in the Social Hall. Also if you would like to host a Summer Fund
Raiser, please feel free to register your event online today.
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Video of UUCC Service
You may have noticed that our worship service on April 28 was being videotaped. The videographer was
Angie White, a Columbia College student who is working on a paper about the role of women in various
denominations. Her videotaping was part of her information-gathering about the role of women in Unitarian
Universalist congregations.

Harvest Hope Food Bank
When you buy your groceries, leave some in the car so you'll have them to
bring every Sunday and help fill the basket on the stage in the Foyer.
Volunteers deliver all donations to the Food Bank every Monday.

Rise Up & Call Her Name: A Woman-honoring Journey into Global Earth-based Spiritualities
Experienced by thousands of groups around the world since 1995, this multimedia self-contained
course focuses on the spiritual stories worldwide that honor female divinities in a variety of cultures, past
and present. Written by Elizabeth Fisher
Ethical principles central to a variety of Earth and woman-honoring traditions around the globe and
throughout history form the core of each session. http://www.riseupandcallhername.com/
A wide range of activities including music, art, dance, poetry, dialogue and ritual provide diverse
opportunities to develop fresh perspectives on fearlessness, compassion, nurturing and numerous other
aspects of personal spirituality.
Gaia’s Rising, CUUP’s will be offering this course to all men and women beginning the 1st Thurs., June 3
at 7 pm. Questions contact Candy Johnson at: shewhowonders2000@yahoo.com

UUCC Partner Church
Our Partner Church in Beszterce, Transylvania, has sent a most wonderful parcel of caring, if belated,
Easter greetings .. the first time EVER!
[You'll recall we sent Christmas and Easter cards.] Each warm personal greeting is penned in their native
Hungarian... A precious sample:
"We think of you as a small American group, with love, that makes it possible for us to feel loved, and to
have surprise gifts. For doing that,
The Good Lord should bless you for your Goodness of Heart. Many kisses from The Family Balenside"
As you see, our UUCC, their church partner, is deeply appreciated by them. In turn, our partnership is
increasingly meaningful to us!
Watch for me in The Social Hall on Sundays as I distribute, in dribbles and drabs, their greetings translated
into [funny?] English.
In addition, the package has something more .. but we need the technology to share it.. so stay tuned and
be delighted in due course...
Lee Minghi,

UU Partner Church Committee

May I have the courage today
To live the life that I would love,
To postpone by dream no longer
But do at last what I came here for
And waste my heart on fear no more.

John O’ Donohue from “A Morning Blessing”
in To Bless the Space Between Us
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Religious Education

May 23rd, Bridging and Teacher Appreciation
Intergenerational Service
Congregation, volunteers, youth, parents and all, please attend this
very special time where we honor our children and youth as they
move into their next year of life and next year with the UU. We
will honor and appreciate our volunteers and teachers for the RE
Wing. It is a special yearly event. Afterwards the children and youth
may go outside for ice cream and fruit salad.

Collection Box for Items for Homeless Children in Foyer and on Stage
The elementary children, Brandice, Anita and Cheryl give deep appreciation to all who have been filling the
boxes with items for this social action project. The kids have decorated plastic boxes with lids that will be
filled with these items for Sistercare. The collection will continue to June 6th.

Register now: Mountain UU Summer Youth Camps for Elementary/JH/HS
A program filled with a variety of workshops, activities, good food, a safe environment and warm cozy

cabins. Youth participate in all the activities, share with new friends in small get-to-know-you groups, bond
during free time, and contribute to times of fun and reflection.
go online: www.mountaincenters.org
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TJD Annual Meeting has record attendance
Name-change motion fails
Immigration resolution passes
Four board members elected

The Thomas Jefferson District Annual Meeting was held on May 1 at Penn
Center, St. Helena Island with record attendance. Registration totaled
200 adults and 19 youth. There were 146 delegates, ministers, and
board members eligible to vote representing 42 congregations, with 114
votes recorded.

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Beaufort volunteers were at the
top of their game in hosting the event. Moreover, the Penn campus
provided a beautiful and historic backdrop that introduced UUs to Laura
M. Towne’s 39-year support of the formerly enslaved Africans of the SC
Sea Islands and reminded them of Clara Barton’s work on the island in
the aftermath of the Sea Island Hurricane of 1893.

The name-change proposal by the Board of Directors did not garner the
super majority required for approval, failing by 3 votes. Of the 114
delegates voting, 73 or 64% favored changing the name and 41 or 36%
favored retaining the name Thomas Jefferson.

An immigration resolution (insert link) proposed by the board passed
with only one negative vote.

Four board members were elected unanimously: Jim Key, President, and
Denise Rimes, Vice-President, for second two-year terms; and the Rev.
Ann Marie Alderman and Nato Hollister, Directors, for three-year terms.

Three candidates were elected unamiously to the Nominating
Committee: Lois Cavanaugh-Daley, Myrtle Hepler, and Anna Olsen.

In other business, the new Policy Manual was ratified, minor by-law
changes were enacted, and the budget for 2010-2011 was accepted.

Personal comments about the meeting may be found on my blog
http://www.tjdistrict.org/DistrictPres/ , also accessible from the home
page of the TJD website http://www.tjdistrict.org/.



7

Unigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram Deadline
The e-mail deadline for the next Unigram is
9:00 pm, the 2nd & 4th Tuesday each month.
Please submit articles and announcements for the
next issue to uucc@uucolumbia.org

Staff
Minister Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones minister@uucolumbia.org
Administrator Gin Beery uucc@uucolumbia.org
Youth Coordinator Morgan Gauthreaux youth@uucolumbia.org
Bookkeeper Ann Cargill bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org
Custodian John Squire
Board of Trustees
President Joe Long president@uucolumbia.org
Co-Presidents-Elect Don & Pat Mohr president-elect@uucolumbia.org
Treasurer Jim DuPlessis treasurer@uucolumbia.org
Secretary Dean Smith secretary@uucolumbia.org
Members at Large Mike Allen, Barry Ahrendt, Marcia Fletcher, Andrea Pixley, Larry Siegel
Past President Mike Paget pastpresident@uucolumbia.org

Phone: Office (803) 799-0845 FAX: (815) 550-4740
UUFC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4
Office Hours: Tues. – Fri. 11:30 am – 4:30 pm

May 2010
Sun. 16 9:30 AM Forum

11:00 AM Worship Service
Sun. 23 9:30 AM Forum

11:00 AM Worship Service
9:00 PM Unigram Deadline

May 2010 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS

Meeting Date Time Location
Akido Class Mon., Wed., Sat. 6:00 am Social Hall
Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 8:00 pm Sanctuary
Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
Committee Night 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Starts with dinner in the

Social Hall
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising 1st & 3rd Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
Green Committee 3rd Wednesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5
Funeral Consumer Alliance 2nd Monday 5:30 pm Classroom
RE Committee 3rd Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom # 5
New Member Class 2nd Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 6
Partner Church Committee Contact: Lee Minghi, 798-0904 or Carita Barr, 782-0053
Science & Religion Book 2nd Thurs., Feb., April,

June, Aug., Oct., Dec.
7:00 pm Classroom

September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
Technology Committee April 8 7:00 pm Workroom 1
UU Crafter's Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
UU Christian Fellowship 2nd Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom # 5
Visitor Orientation 4th Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 6
Walk/Hike Group Last Saturday Morning's Different locations
Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5
Rentals
Americans United 2nd Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary
Tai Chi 803-647-9283
columbia.sc@taoist.org

Every Tuesday 6:00 – 9 pm Social Hall
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The Unigram
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia
2701 Heyward Street
Columbia, SC 29205

Return Service Requested

Please, help us update our mailing list.
To delete or change your address,
Email: uucc@uucolumbia.org

======================================================================

The Seven Principles of Unitarian Universalism

Grateful for the religious pluralism that enriches and ennobles our faith, we are inspired to
deepen our understanding and expand our vision. We covenant to affirm and promote:

♦ The inherent worth and dignity of every person
♦ Justice, equity, and compassion in human relationships
♦ Acceptance of one another and encouragement of spiritual growth in our congregations
♦ A free and responsible search for truth and meaning
♦ The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and

society at large
♦ The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all
♦ Respect for the interdependent web of existence of which we are a part

If these principles reflect your understanding of the world and appeal to your sense of spiritual
fulfillment, we invite you to consider membership in the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Columbia. If you would like to discuss membership or if you would simply like more information,
please speak to any member of the Membership Committee or of the Board of Trustees.
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