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Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Columbia, SC

Sunday Schedule
Forum:      9:30 am in the Library
Worship:  11:00 am -12:15 pm         
followed by a Coffee Hour in the
Social Hall
Nursery:   Available during service           
for infants through age 2
Children:  11:00 AM -12:15 PM
Religious Ed. classes for children ages
3 through 12th grade

May 17, 2009
9:30 am Forum Topic: What Does
Echart Tolle Mean by “Ego”?
(definition)
11:00 am Sermon Topic: Bridging
and Teacher Appreciation Ceremony
Potluck...The Intergenerational
Service is followed by a Potluck.
Please bring a dish or contribute
$3.00.

May 24, 2009
9:30 am Forum    
11:00 am Sermon Topic:  “The
Power of the Pulpit” by Rev. Dr. Neal
R. Jones
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The UUFC Mountain Retreat

Have you ever been to the Mountain? They have a lodge with
meeting rooms and guestrooms.  It's on the side of a big
mountain outside of Highlands, NC with this big deck (with
rocking chairs) that overlooks a beautiful panorama.  There are
a lot of cabins on both sides of it that small groups or families
stay in too.  Then there's the dining room and a big activities
building called the Treehouse with an upper room (where we
had a Saturday night concert and Sunday worship) and a lower
activities room where we played games Friday night.

Watch for the ‘The Mountain Special Edition’ coming out this
week by email with a few printed copies that will be available at
the Welcome Table at the UUFC. It will include many comments,
pictures, the Sunday Service, a recipe, children’s activities and
plans for next year’s Retreat.
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======================================================

      Community Chalice

We extend our appreciation to…

Russ Beery, Rev. Neal Jones, David Long, Kathy Paget, Tyler and Spencer Pixley, Larry Siegel,
Mindy Taylor, and Jonathan Thompson for painting the Administrator’s office.

John Squire and Glenn White for repairing the sanctuary air-conditioning unit, saving our Fellowship
considerable expense.

Rev. Neal Jones, Don and Pat Mohr, and Peter Kandis for representing our Fellowship at the annual
Thomas Jefferson District meeting at Brown’s Summit, NC.  Peter is a TJ District Director.

We extend our congratulations to…

Ann Johnson and Pat Mohr, who were honored at the Thomas Jefferson District annual meeting for their
years of service to the TJ District and our Fellowship.

The following women who were honored during our Mother’s Day service: Louise Swigler, Janet
Swigler’s mother, the oldest mother present; Sarah Pregnall, the youngest mother present; and Tami
Brennan (a visitor) and Connie Myers, the mothers with the most children – four.

===================================================

2009 Congregational Excellence Award

The Thomas Jefferson District has awarded its Congregational Excellence
Award to the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Columbia “for, among
other things, your intentional efforts to clarify your congregational structure
and to nurture your community, which have created numerical and financial
growth, and your sound planning of building modifications that have been
necessitated and made possible by that growth.”
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UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  EEVVEENNTTSS  AANNDD  MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

Fund Raising Action Team
* Birding 101 – May 16 at Riverfront Park from 9-11
You can sign up for these events at the Spring Fling table in the Social Hall on Sundays or contact
Kimberly Field at 803-749-5623. Any questions, suggestions, e-mail to fundraising@uucolumbia.org, or
call Mike Allen at 803-338-5126, Come join the fun!!

Women’s Book Group
The Women’s Book Group will meet Tuesday, May 12, in Room 5
in the RE wing at the UUFC at 7:00 PM.  We will discuss A Thousand
Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini.  Anyone with questions may
contact Sandy Chubon, 776-0784.

Walk Hike Group
The Walk/Hike group will be meeting on Saturday May 30 for our annual trip to
Landsford Canal to see the beautiful spider lilies in the Catawba River.  If you have
not seen this magnificent display of literally thousands and thousands of white
blooms you must come on our monthly walk.  Bring a camera and if you have water
shoes you can wade into the river for a closer look.  We bring a picnic lunch and eat
under the trees at a picnic table.  This is a state park with running water and
bathroom facilites.  Questions:  Joe Long at 695-0309 or Ann Johnson at 799-8022.

Appreciative Inquiry on Buildings and Grounds

The last in a series of three congregational discussions was held April 16 – this time, the
subject was buildings and grounds.   Twenty-one members participated in the discussion and
submitted written comments. The comments were developed during one-on-one Appreciative
Inquiry (AI) discussions between those participating.                                                      

The responses to the structured questions show a high degree of approval for the
improvements made in the past year.  But it’s also clear that a lot of work remains to update our
facilities and make them more supportive of our congregation’s activities and mission.  Nine
members noted that the improved seating and other changes to worship space have made it a
more comfortable and welcoming environment. Others noted the positive impact of the building-
wide cleanup, the addition of the bike rack and hot water in the restrooms, and improvements to
the sound system.     

On the question of the remaining concerns about our buildings and grounds, several
problem areas got multiple responses:

* Safety, appearance, and functionality of the RE wing: 9                                 
* Heating/cooling, lighting, and electrical issues: 8       
* Need for fresh paint, cleaning, de-cluttering, and updating: 4

The answers to the question: “What improvements would you like to see made to our
buildings and grounds” did not necessarily parallel the needs cited in the second question:

* Improvements to landscaping/gardens: 9
* Renovation or replacement of the RE wing: 6
* Kitchen improvements: 5
* Windows and doors: 5    
* Bathrooms: 4

Thanks to everyone who participated in the Appreciate Inquiry exercises.  The results will be
used to help set priorities for the 2009-2010 budget and to guide the board of trustees’ long-
range planning.
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All Church; Adult Supper & Concert: Sept Set & Partner Church Co-Host
      At the Fellowship on May 22nd, Molly Jones & Bob Scott will perform Rachmaninoff's Piano Concerto #
2 for Two Pianos.  (Donations for our Partner Church in Beszterce, Romania will be accepted at the door.)
Prior to the concert at 6:00 September Set & our Partner Church will host a supper.  Our Partnership
Church Committee will provide ethnic entrees, meat & vegetarian.  September Set members are asked to
contribute salads & desserts.  Others are asked to contribute money, for their meal, in support of our
Partner Church.
      An additional treat will be the opportunity to meet our UUFC member Andrew Reilly, who will be visiting
our partner church in June. If you can join us, please contact Gertrude Edge at gedge@sc.rr.com or 803-
783-7479,  (No childcare provided.)
Jan Fulcher gatita3@earthlink.net

2009 Stewardship Campaign Kicks Off

Our annual Stewardship Campaign launched on Sunday, May 10, with a pulpit editorial and the
distribution of pledge cards.  Stewardship Committee Co-Chair Barry Ahrendt discussed the reasons for
pledging, which allows the Board of Trustees to allocate resources wisely and make spending plans for the
year ahead.

The dictionary defines stewardship as "the concept of responsible caretaking.  The concept is
based on the premise that we don't own our resources, but are managers of resources and are responsible
to future generations for their condition."  So it is with this Fellowship and its resources.  As members and
friends, we have the responsibility to care for this institution and pass on to our successors something
worthy of our names, which will benefit them as it has helped us in our search for truth and meaning.

In this shared responsibility, we contribute time, effort, and money to the Fellowship.  Some are
more able to contribute than others, of course.  And recognizing the state of our economy, the board of
trustees has decided that any members who pledge this year and are unable to donate later because of a
job loss will have their pledge contributions for the year to date refunded in full.  As a point of information,
last year's average pledge toward our $200,000 budget was $1684, and the mean was $1200 - that means
as many people pledged more than $1200 as pledged less than that amount.

Pledge cards that were not distributed on Sunday are being mailed to the membership.  The
Stewardship Committee requests that all pledge cards be returned by Sunday, May 24.  This will allow the
board time to prepare a budget in time for proper review by the congregation. On Sunday, June 7, we will
celebrate the end of the campaign with refreshments before the service.  After the service, we will hold a
congregational meeting to review the proposed budget for the 2009-2010 fiscal year, which begins July 1.

Religious Education

No RE classes on May 24th
Memorial Day Week-end

May 17th Potluck and Intergenerational Service
We will have Teacher Appreciation for volunteers and Bridging
Ceremony for the children. This is a special yearly event to honor
and appreciate our volunteers and children and to acknowledge
those children as well who will be graduating up to a new UU RE
class in our Fellowship.

Summer RE Classes Begin in June.
Please Sign Up on the Sign up Sheet in the Social Hall:
Volunteers for Summer RE Classes
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May Day Celebration
The children had great joy in parading through the aisles wearing flower crowns and tossing rose petals
along the way, ending up at the front of the sanctuary for a magic show presented by Joh Tudor for
Beltane. After the magic show the kids went out to the playground with paint and paper, creating beautiful
art and finally to the Maypole for the weaving of beautiful streams of colors with laughter and smiles.

Celebrating and Honoring our Mothers
Our Mother's Day Service was a time for the children to honor their Mothers and Grandmothers and all
women with flowers, which they gleefully did. They moved among the congregation sharing the flowers
with kind, smiling faces and accepting hands, all of which have known too well the great role of
motherhood. Then the children were sung out to the piano room, where the kids designed cards and
paintings of love for Mother's Day gifts.

Great Appreciation to Quinton Epps and the 3rd to 5th Grade
for the amazing vegetable garden we now have in our yard at the Fellowship. This garden project is an
inspiration to all. Thank you to Susan D. for the seeds and CJ for the assistance and Quinton for the huge
organization of buying and bringing the organic soil and all the work done to make a beautiful garden
space. Our great old oak tree that died now has its huge limbs bordering the vibrant veggie garden, and
together they make a piece of art. We can deeply appreciate the effort Quinton made to get these great old
super heavy limbs to a place of dignity where we can remember our great old oak for years to come.

Nature Beauty Spots Show our Respect for the Environment
Bethany and KG to 2nd grade planted flower seeds with the greatest of care and have now planted the
flower seedlings around the mailbox!! Wow!! And we have a flower and herb garden on the playground
thanks to the efforts of many children, Susan D., Didi and Quinton.

Wildlife Backyard Habitat
The Junior High continue to soil their hands and strengthen their backs as they toil to pull up huge amounts
of ivy where they aspire to establish a backyard habitat for birds, plants, and critters and other living things.
This is a group dedicated to the environment and the ecology.

SUMMER CAMP: June 29th-July 3rd, UUFC One Week 1/2 Day  (10am to 2pm)
Important Update
Registration forms are on the RE Table in the Social Hall, or you may contact Didi Doggette, Director of
Religious Education (see below).
Day 1: Orientation and Nature Trip to Congaree Swamp
Day 2: Ecology, Nature, Earth, Gardening, a neighborhood walk to observe the Nature
Day 3: Yoga and Healthy Food Cooking Class, Painting Class
Day 4: Yoga, Communication Skills/Games and Clay Art
Day 5: Closing and Picnic/Outing to Sesquicentennial Park (games & hiking)
Healthy snacks will be provided, and children should bring a packed lunch.
Cost for the week: $45

Free Trade Organic Coffee
Please order organic free trade coffee from the High School class. These funds help support important
activities for the kids. Call Barbie Seymour, 447-0862

GoldMine 2009 *Youth Leadership School* July 19-25, 2009
Williamsburg, VA Williamsburg Unitarian Universalist for Youth ages 14-18, For more information contact
the Dean, Tandy Scheffler - 865-483-6761 - Ordrets@bellsouth.netFee per person is $350

Suggestions &Thoughts, Yours Are Important, send an email or call.

Director of Religious Education
Didi (Lynn Doggette)
Tel #: (803) 546-1290     email: DRE@uucolumbia.org
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NEW   MEMBER & “This I Believe”

"This month's highlighted new member"
Name: Lee Myers 
Family Members: “Just me.”
Religious Background: Formerly a United Methodist, drop out,
UU since 2004.
Goals in Joining UUFC: To be a part of the UU family in Columbia.
Activities of Interest at UUFC:
Activities of Interest: As I have told Neal and Mike Paget, I've paid my dues
many times over. Now retired and aim to slow down and do not wish to be
part of a leadership team but I am interested in the Forum, Sept. Set, and
Humanist activities.
Bio: Grew up in southern IN., US Navy, sales, sales manager, regional
manager, corporate officer, owned my own Business Consulting Co.
Halfback Lee is half way back to IN. from Lakeland, FL.

This I Believe
by Elizabeth B. Harris

 Virginia Woolf held that a woman needed a room of her own -- a place where she could be free to
create, to discover her own voice. I once believed something quite different: I needed a room not to create
but to hide.
  I work amongst the most conservative of the conservative, which is why it was necessary to create
a mental sanctuary from the daily noxious fumes of fundamentalism and conservatism.  For the sake of
politeness, I retreated. I did not confront or argue. But in allowing myself to be cowed into silence, I
surrendered my voice, my opinions, and all for the sake of social pleasantries. And fear.
  Then I found this UU fellowship in 2008, and I came to believe Woolf was right: I do need a room of
my own, only not to hide as I once did. Here in this building, within these walls, in this community of like-
minded seekers, I have found that new and better room. Here in this sanctuary that nurtures our voices of
dissent, I am rediscovering my true voice. Here I find the strength to confront, challenge and question -- to
stand and speak, not run. And to never again to hide away.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

University of South Carolina’s School of Music
The Midlands Interfaith Homelessness Action Council (MIHAC) will team with the University of South Carolina
School of Music to perform a benefit concert to combat homelessness on May 15 at 7:30 p.m. in the School of
Music recital hall, Room 206. Donations of $10 or more are suggested.
 “Light the Way with Music and Art” began under the umbrella of the MIHAC to find creative ways for local artists
and musicians to raise funds to combat homelessness.
For more information on Light the Way and the MIHAC, visit the Web site: http://www.lightthewaycolumbia.com/
For more information on the School of Music benefit concerts, contact Laveta Gibson at 803-777-4336 or visit
the Website: www.music.sc.edu.

Music Therapy Sessions
Music therapy sessions with Jewel Canty every Monday 6:30-7:30PM, beginning June 1.  Come relax and learn
to reduce everyday stress through music therapy. Bring a blanket and/or pillow or whatever will help you to get
comfortable! $5
Celebration Center, 3830 Rosewood Dr. (old Jim Casey’s Fireworks location), Columbia.
For more info call Jewel at 803-979-7096.
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Unigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram Deadline
The e-mail deadline for the next Unigram is
9:00 pm, May 24, 2009.
Please submit articles and announcements for the 
next issue to uufc@uucolumbia.org
Typed or neatly handwritten copy must be received
in the office by 11:15 pm the same day.

Staff
Minister Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones minister@uucolumbia.org
Administrator Gin Beery uufc@uucolumbia.org
Director of Religious Ed. Lynn "Didi" Doggette dre@uucolumbia.org
Custodian John Squire
Board of Trustees
President Mike Paget president@uucolumbia.org
President-Elect Joe Long president-elect@uucolumbia.org
Co-Treasurer Glenn White & Ann Cargill treasurer@uucolumbia.org
Secretary Dean Smith secretary@uucolumbia.org
Members at Large        Mike Allen, Barry Ahrendt, Marcia Fletcher, Andrea Pixley, Larry Siegel
Past President             Peter Kandis pastpresident@uucolumbia.org
Phone:  Office (803) 799-0845
FAX: (815) 550-4740
UUFC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com     
Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10:30 am – 3:00 pm

May 2009

Sun. 17    9:30 AM Forum
11:00 AM Beltane Service

Sun. 24 9:30 AM Forum
                  11:00 AM Worship Service

      9:00 PM Unigram Deadline

May 2009 ONGOING MEETINGS & Rentals

Meeting Date Time Location

Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
RE Committee 2nd Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom with couches
Visitor Orientation 4th Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 6
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
UU Crafter's Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
Funeral Consumer Alliance 2nd Monday 5:30 pm Classroom
Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5
Committee Night 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Starts with dinner in the

Social Hall
Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 7:00 pm Social Hall
UU Humanist Group 4th Wednesday 7:00 pm Library
Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 8:00 pm Sanctuary
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Science & Religion Book 2nd Thursday, June,

every other month
7:00 pm Classroom

September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Walk/Hike Group Last Saturday Morning's Different locations
Rentals
Americans United 1st Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary
Tai Chi Every Tuesday 10:00 am   and

6:00 pm
Social Hall
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The Unigram
The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Columbia
2701 Heyward Street
Columbia, SC 29205

Return Service Requested

 

Please, help us update our mailing list.
To delete or change your address,
Email: uufc@uucolumbia.org

======================================================================

“The Way We Are with Each Other”

◊ We will make ours a positive, welcoming environment -- one that includes the diverse
perspectives of our spiritual community and builds a sense of connectedness.

◊ We will practice direct communication in all facets of UUFC life, using the power of our words to
work toward solutions rather than additional problems.  We will refrain from spreading hearsay.

◊ We will nurture each other’s spiritual and personal growth by entering into conversations and
interactions with compassion, deep listening, and respect for differences of opinion without
judgment.

◊ We will value and express appreciation for each contribution, whether it is time, money or
effort.

◊ We will acknowledge conflicts, address them openly and honestly, and resolve them as close
to their source as possible, using mediation if necessary.

◊ We will practice forgiving each other and ourselves.
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