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Sunday Schedule 
Forum:      9:30 am in the Library 
Worship:  11:00 am -12:15 pm         
followed by a Coffee Hour in the  
Social Hall 
Nursery:   Available during service           
for infants through age 2 
Religious Education:   
11:00 AM -12:15 PM. classes for 
children ages 3 through 12

th
 grade 

 
   

Apr. 29, 2012 

9:30 am Forum Topic:  Recent ―hate‖ 
crimes: Why the issue does not 
disappear. 
11:00 am Sermon Topic:   :  "What the 
Blackfoot and the people of Gidnahalli 
taught me about respecting the worth 
and dignity of others." by Morgan 
Maclachlan 
 
May 6, 2012 

9:30 am Forum Topic:  What is 
honor? Where has it gone in the 
U.S.? 
11:00 am Service:  RE 
Celebration/Bridging Ceremony 
Multigenerational Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Ministerial Musings 

 

The Jesus of Christianity … or of Stingrays 
 

 I was pleased that THE STATE  published my op-ed 
last week, and I have been even more pleased by the 
responses I have received. As you can imagine, I have 
received the expected hate mail informing me of my future 
residence in hell, but I have been encouraged by the many, 
many more emails of appreciation and support. The typical 
reaction has been, "Thank you for expressing what I have long 
felt but feared saying out loud."   
 
 Despite my growth far beyond my Baptist beginnings, I 
still consider myself a Christian. Like our Unitarian and 
Universalist ancestors, I may have left behind many of the 
superstitious beliefs about Jesus around which the Church has 
enshrouded him over the centuries, but I still believe in Jesus -- 
in his inclusivity, his compassion, and his ethics; in what he 
stood for, lived for, and died for. I long for Christianity to return 
to its roots and be the religion of Jesus, not a right-wing 
ideology or a primitive mythology. As I suggest in my op-ed 
below, a reformed Christianity would revolutionize our society's 
politics and economics: 
 

 Gallup released findings last month confirming that the 
South is aptly called the ―Bible Belt,‖ as nine of the top 10 most 
religious states are Southern (South Carolina is No. 6); the 10 
least religious states are in the Northeast and Pacific 
Northwest. 

 Days later, on Good Friday, a young woman posted on 
the web a picture of a dead stingray on a beach in South 
Carolina, claiming she saw the face of Jesus on the ray‘s back. 

 What ties these two stories together? A Christianity that 
no longer represents Christ.  

 How does life in those hyper-religious, conservative, red 
states of the South compare to those more secular, liberal, blue 
states of the North? The red states have higher rates of 
divorce, domestic violence, teen pregnancy and out-of-wedlock 
births. So much for conservative ―family values.‖ The red states 
also have higher rates of burglary, theft, assault and murder. 
And these are the states with government-sponsored killing, 
aka capital punishment. So much for Christian love. 
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 One could rightly argue that the family dysfunction and violence of the Bible Belt are 
associated more with poverty and low educational levels than religion, but this argument begs the 
question: 

 Why do all those conservative, Christian, Southern voters steadfastly vote against the political 
policies that would assuage these social ills? Why do they shoot down even the most reasonable gun 
regulations, which would reduce violent crimes? Why do they shred the social safety net of public 
education, affordable health care, a livable minimum wage, a progressive tax rate and public 
assistance for the ―least of these‖ — all of which would raise the standard of living of ordinary people 
and lower the rates of divorce, unwanted pregnancy, unemployment, poverty and crime? Why do they 
oppose sex education, access to birth control and a woman‘s right to choose — steps that would 
lower teen pregnancy and out-of-wedlock births?  

 It‘s because Christianity in America has divorced itself from the compassion of Jesus. 

 Christianity has gone astray. It has sold its soul to right-wing politics. Christianity today would 
rather advance a mean-spirited conservative political agenda than promote understanding, kindness, 
acceptance and generosity. It would rather deprive women of their reproductive rights, deny gays and 
lesbians their civil rights and give tax cuts to the rich than feed the hungry, clothe the naked and 
house the homeless. 

 The Christian right has tasted political success over the past 30 years, and it has become 
intoxicated with power. Its adherents would do well to remember that when Jesus was offered all the 
kingdoms of the world during his temptations in the wilderness, he flatly turned them down in favor of 
advancing the kingdom of God. 

 Christianity has also sold its soul to supernaturalism. It maintains a primitive, pre-scientific 
worldview that no educated, thinking person could possibly hold as credible. Acting as if the 
Enlightenment never occurred and ignoring the validity of science, even reason itself, it clings to a 
Medieval belief in a gold-paved heaven and a flaming hell, in winged angels and horned devils, virgin 
births and resurrected deaths, and miraculous sightings of Jesus on refrigerator doors, grilled cheese 
sandwiches and the backs of stingrays. 

 Such indulgence in magical thinking is why so many Christians in this country have still not 
entered the 19th century, much less the 21st, in admitting the fact of evolution. Magical thinking 
impedes rational thinking, preventing us from availing ourselves of the most powerful resource we 
have as human beings in the struggle for a more humane life and the survival of the planet. 

 More than 200 years ago, Thomas Jefferson cut and pasted a collection of New Testament 
verses — composing what has become known as the Jefferson Bible, which includes the moral 
teachings of Jesus but omits all supernatural references. It‘s past time for American Christianity to 
catch up with its prominent Founding Father in promoting a religion of ethical behavior instead of 
superstitious belief. 

 If Christianity could sober up from its inebriation with political power and catch up with our 
modern, scientific understanding of the world, perhaps the most religious states would also be the 
most kindhearted and ethical. 

            Neal 
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      Community Chalice 
  

We extend our appreciation to… 

Jeff Kruse for installing a flag-pole holder on our new sign and for repairing the library door. Jeff also 
repainted classroom 6 in the RE Wing. 
 
Don and Carol Dodson for donating a tent to our RE program. 
 
Karen Murphy, Peter Kandis and Mike Walker for serving as Guest Teachers in our RE classes. 
 
Regina Moody for covering the bulletin board and Marie Huntt for sewing the curtains in recently 

redecorated classroom 6. 

 

We extend our congratulations to... 

High school youth Cleome, Karlyn and Kenny and Youth Advisor Andrea Derrick for representing 
the UUCC Youth Group in Runaway Runway. One of their two outfits was a semi-finalist in the annual 
fashion show of garments made from recycled materials. Cleome and Kenny served as models, while 
Karlyn and Andrea were the designers. 
 
Joan Watterson, who is retiring Thursday April 26, from Tucker Center Nursing Home, after 47 years 
of nursing!! 
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Trish, Kevin, Connor, and Erin Gibson, who have moved to a new home at 605 South Beltline 
Boulevard. 

 
Regina Moody, who participated in "Open Studios" this past weekend, an opportunity for thousands 
of Columbians to visit visual artists in their studios.  Regina's art was displayed at Viridian Gallery on 
Carlisle Street. 
 
Cecil Myers, who has returned home after weeks of physical rehab following an auto accident on 
Feb. 13. 
 

 

 
Thank You’s 

 
March Share The Plate 
Dear Members and Friends of the UUCC, 
 I want to thank you for your generosity toward Lexi DeJesus and the Children's Organ 
Transplant Association.  COTA was the recipient of the Share the Plate collection for the month of 
March, and you contributed over $700 to COTA, designated to help pay medical expenses for Lexi's 
liver transplant.  Lexi and her family thank you from the bottom of their hearts for your generosity.  
Lexi wrote a lovely thank you note, which will be posted outside the office.  I also want to thank you for 
your ongoing commitment to social action in general.  I am very grateful to be a member of a 
community that works so hard, and in so many ways, to create a more just world for all.   
Alison Thirkield 

 
UUCC Canvass Goes Over the Top! 
 Thanks to our Canvass Chair Sue Thayer and her team, our annual UUCC canvass for the 
2012-13 budget year has surpassed its goal.  As of this writing, our members and friends have 
pledged a total of $196,844, exceeding the goal we set at $195,000. I am especially gratified that at 
least 45% of those who pledged last year increased their pledges.  We also received 22 new pledges 
from members who have recently joined our congregation and from UUCC friends.   
 Your pledges enable the Board of Trustees to shape a firm financial plan for the year ahead.  
In the coming weeks, we will develop an operating budget based on committee recommendations and 
in keeping with our Congregational Mission and our Strategic Plan.  The Board plans to make a final 
budget recommendation at our next regular meeting on Wednesday, May 16, and we will seek your 
approval at the annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, June 3, following the service. 
 It takes many hands and much more than money to realize our vision of ―an inclusive 
community of love, truth, justice, stewardship, and service‖.  But your financial gifts are essential to 
the mission, and my deepest thanks go out to all who have pledged to support our congregation in the 
coming year. 
Barry Ahrendt 
Board President 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events and Meetings 
 
Sermons Available 
 The texts of Rev. Jones‘ sermons for 2012 are now available on the UUCC website:  
www.uucolumbia.org.   
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Bark To The Park Final Report 
 Well, as you could tell by the weather, the walk was wonderful. We had nine 
people on our team, besides me, and included: Pat Mohr, Sue Thayer and spouse, 
Steven Cooper; Tiffany Rushton, her 2 children, and her spouse, Tim VanDenBerg 
(brand new members of UUCC!); Juhu Seppanen, and George Johnson.  
 Other wonderful folks who donated their time and money to the cause 
included: Carita Barr, Linda Brennison, Caroline Eastman, George Johnson, Cathy 

Larson, Michelle Andre, Marilyn Miss, Larry and Susan Siegel, Chuck Hassel, Susan Steedman, 
Louise Grant, Michael Sullivan, Brianna Clifford, Lucy and Ross Roy, David and Christy Hume, Abby 
and McGee Harman Cochran, Sej Harman, Julie and Chandler Horton, Janet Brownstein, Joyce 
Rogers, Debra Holder, Jim and Kitty Howard.  This does not include the folks who donated 
anonymously, or the people who contributed by putting cash in the can or box that Pat and I passed 
around the social hall! The other reason that I am writing is to report that our fundraising broke $1700! 
THE GRAND TOTAL THAT WE RAISED STANDS AT $1705!!!!  Thanks again to everyone who 
helped to make that number possible!!! 

 Remember what this fundraising is all about for Palmetto Lifeline: 

 $100 can help provide life saving vaccines for 25 pets 

 $250 can provide 5 spay/neuter surgeries to combat pet overpopulation 

 $500 can provide heart worm treatment to several afflicted dog's in Palmetto Lifeline's Care 

 $1000 can save at least 8 lives of homeless pets in our community! 
 Everyone did a fabulous job and the  donations will go a long way to ease the pain and 
suffering of the animals that we hold so near and dear to our hearts, and actually give some of them a 
new start in life!  Peace, Anita Grossman, Chair, Unitarian Universalist Animal Ministry (UUAM) 
 
Discounted Copies of “Acts of Faith” Available 
 This fall, UUCC youth and adults will discuss Eboo Patel's book ―Acts of Faith,‖ ―a remarkable 
account of growing up Muslim in America and coming to believe in religious pluralism.‖ The book—
which will be the focus of an Adult RE class in the fall and featured in the high school curriculum 
―Chorus of Faiths for 2012-12--is "a hopeful and moving testament to the power and passion of young 
people" and how "one man is trying to ensure that different religions can live side by side in peace.‖ 
The book normally sells for $15, but UUCC received a bulk-order discount and has copies available 
for just $12. See Lisa Eason of Joyce Brannan to purchase a copy of ―Acts of Faith,‖ UUA‘s Common 
Read selection for 2011-12. 
 
Articulating Your UU Faith Follow-Up 
 I really enjoyed the recent series on "Articulating your UU Faith" and the time spent with all of you 
in those sessions. In the final session I was blown away by the credos that people 
developed and have found myself wishing there was an opportunity to continue talking about these.  
Perhaps a few others are interested in a time-limited series of follow up discussions?   
 One idea is that we could discuss in more detail the elements of our draft credos and the paths 
we've taken to get to this point. This would also enable us to continue exploring and working on them. 
Please email me to let me know if you would like to participate in something like this, rsaunders@sc.edu.  I 
look forward to hearing from you soon. Take care, Ruthie Saunders. 

 
Hogwarts Staff & Supplies Update 
 We‘re happy to report that Hogwarts Summer Camp is fully staffed! However, we‘re still in 
need of Diagon Alley shopkeepers on Monday, June 11 and Sunday, June 17; Hogsmeade 
shopkeepers and friendly ghosts throughout the summer; professors for our Sunday lessons this 
summer; and several caretakers to help us decorate for Hogwarts on Sunday, June 10. Please email 
dre@uucolumbia.org if you can help. 
 We‘re also in need of supplies for Hogwarts. (Please, no valuable or glass items and nothing 
that needs to be returned.) Supplies can be placed in the marked box outside the DRE‘s office. 
 

 Gothic style decorations 

mailto:rsaunders@sc.edu
mailto:dre@uucolumbia.org
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 Portraits or posters like might be seen at Hogwarts (e.g. witches and wizards, knights, mythical 
creatures) 

 Old trophies 
 Witch hats/costumes 
 White string lights 
 Black and gray fabrics (especially gossamer/shiny) 
 Halloween decorations (e.g. skulls, spiders) 
 Halloween stickers 
 Old hardback books 
 Clear prescription bottles 
 Baby food jars 
 Candlesticks 
 Any Harry Potter games, books, movies, stickers, puzzles, toys, etc. 

 
Art Exhibit at UUCC, March 25―April 29 
       We are happy to introduce Fairoozan Abdalla through an exhibition of some of her art― 
primarily done in watercolor and acrylic, but including colored pencil and a craft technique called 
quilling. Fairoozan, whose strong design often incorporates patterns from nature as a framework, is 
concerned with light, color, edge control and paint quality.  You can enjoy more of her artistry at 
www.fairozanart.com. 
 
Dining Out For Life is Coming to Columbia!  
 Mark your calendars for Thursday, April 26th, 2012. Dining Out For Life is an annual dining 
fundraising event to raise money in the fight against HIV/AIDS. For the first time ever Columbia, SC will be 
participating, along with over 60 cities throughout the US and Canada. (Visit the website at 
diningoutforlife.com.) 100% of the funds raised will remain in the Midlands with the SC HIV/AIDS Council 
and the SC AIDS Benefit Foundation.   All you have to do is go out to eat. You can join us at Brookland 
Baptist Banquet & Conference Center (1066 Sunset Blvd.) in West Columbia for lunch and Tombo Grille, 
at 4509 Forest Drive in Columbia, for dinner.  For more details contact Dave Crockett, 
dcrocket17@gmail.com. 

 
Gaia’s Rising CUUPs is proud to present our Beltane Ritual 
 Join us Thursday, April 26 at 7:30 pm at the Library of the UUUCC on Heyward Street.  We are 
currently deciding between several rituals and have speaking parts available.  RSVP to Caitlin Tanner 
(864) 871-0446.  We hope you can join us! 
 
September Set Potluck Friday, April 27, 6:00 p.m. 
 You will have a treat not only of delicious food, but good conversation and brief, light 
entertainment.  Bring your favorite dish and enjoy the evening.  If you have any comments or suggestions, 
please call Gertrude Edge 771-7104 or email redge@sc.rr.com. 

 
Playground Workday April 28 
 We‘ll get back to work on our playground Saturday, April 28 beginning at 8 am, working on the 
raised pond, dry creek bed, pergola, clubhouse and other features. Join us as we continue to improve 
our outdoor learning and play space for our children and youth. For more information, email 
dre@uucolumbia.org. 
 

http://www.fairozanart.com/
mailto:redge@sc.rr.com
mailto:dre@uucolumbia.org


 7 

  



 8 

 
 

 
 
 



 9 

 

    UU COFFEEHOUSE SATURDAY, APRIL 28 
Tish Hinojosa, www.mundotish.com.  Tish Hinojosa‘s music crosses borders – between cultures, 
languages and musical genres. Moving with equal grace through folk, country, pop and latino styles, her 
music reflects contemporary America‘s multicultural richness. Combining a vision that embraces all of 
these musical styles, with her characteristic warmth and a pure, soulful voice, this enchanting Texan 
singer-songwriter has gained a loving and loyal audience throughout America, Europe and beyond. 

 
Beltane Crafters Fair April 29 
 We‘ll have a wide variety of arts, crafts and homemade treats for sale at our annual 
Beltane Crafters Fair following the worship service Sunday, April 29. Join us on the 
UUCC lawn as we dance around the May Pole, crown a May Day Queen and King, 
partake of delicious goodies and enjoy one another‘s company.  
 Items for sale include upcycled blue-jean pocket books, art work, handmade books, hand-dyed 
fabrics, hand-tatted jewelry and bookmarks, crocheted items, herbal dream pillows and soaps, 
Scrabble-tile pendants, metal filigree, charm pendants, glass pendants, pins and earrings. Crafts and 
other items from our children and youth include paper flowers, jewelry boxes, paper pencil holders, 
bird seed find-its, finger puppets, reusable shopping bags and dog treats. Homemade food items 
include black bean burgers, veggie dogs, pasta salad, zucchini bread, banana crumb muffins, 
gazpacho and ice cream. 
 

    UU COFFEEHOUSE FRIDAY, MAY 4 

Pieta Brown - www.pietabrown.com.   
 Long before launching her musical career, Pieta Brown exhibited a full array of an artist's 
requisite gifts--an open heart, a poet's ear, a painter's eye, a dreamer's imagination and, perhaps 
most important of all, a sense of trust in her ability to recognize essential moments amid the relentless 
deluge of day-to-day experience. As a matter of course, those same qualities became hallmarks of 
Brown's exquisite songbook, a rapidly-expanding collection birthed and burnished over numerous 
recording sessions and extensive touring--most recently as the opening act on Mark Knopfler's North 
American tour. 
 

    UU COFFEEHOUSE SATURDAY, MAY 5 
Carrie Elkin (www.carrieelkin.com) and Danny Schmidt (www.dannyschmidt.com) 

 Carrie Elkin is a soulful singer with a gypsy spirit, a songwriter with a keen eye. Inspired by her 
travels and the many places she has called home-- Ohio, New Mexico,  
Colorado, Boston, Austin--she documents the human condition with sensitivity and humor, crafting 
songs that have garnered attention at prestigious songwriting  
contests, including Mountain Stage NewSong and the Falcon Ridge Emerging Artist Showcase. 
 "Danny Schmidt is a force of nature: a blue moon, a hundred-year flood, an avalanche of a 
singer-songwriter. His songs are a flood of poetry, mythology, folk wisdom,  
and surprise."- Sing Out! Magazine 
 
Hogwarts Staff & Volunteer Meeting May 5 
 There will be a meeting for Hogwarts Summer staff and volunteers Saturday, May 5 
from 10-11 a.m. in Room 5. Please note the time change, which will allow attendees 
to head to the Rosewood Crawfish Festival following the meeting. We‘ll discuss plans 
for the Summer Camp and Summer RE Program and answer any questions you might 
have. Volunteers must sign an ethics agreement and undergo a background check. Email 
dre@uucolumbia.org for more information. 
 
 

http://www.mundotish.com/
http://www.carrieelkin.com/
http://www.dannyschmidt.com/
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RE Celebration & Bridging Ceremony MGS May 6 
 We‘ll recognize our graduating seniors and all other children and youth as well as our 
many Religious Education volunteers during our annual RE Celebration & Bridging 
Ceremony May 6. Please join us for this special Multigenerational Service we celebrate 
another wonderful year in RE. 
 
Women’s Book Group 
           The Women's Book Group will meet Tuesday, May 8, 2012 at 7:00 PM in Room 5 to discuss 
The Scandal of the Season by Sophie Gee.  Anyone with questions may contact Sandy Chubon, 776-
0784 or sjchubon@sc.rr.com. 
 
Fun Friday 

May's Fun Friday will be extra special - on May 11, 7 pm, we'll be hosting a wedding shower for Kate 
Noel Kloppenberg and Andy Wells!  Their May 27 wedding will be in Cincinnatti, 
which is a bit of a drive for most of us.  So everyone is invited to attend the shower, 
and enjoy food, drink, and a screening of the fantastic movie, Bridesmaids (rated R). 
Attire is as always casual, but feel free to wear any awful old bridesmaid dress you 
have hanging in your closet.  Or any other fabulous get-up that makes you smile.  
Contact Alison Thirkield, 318-4855 or pinkhouse25@yahoo.com, for more 

information. 
 

News From the UUCC Green Corner  
 Are you interested in making a change in your utility bills, but not sure how to get 
started?  The UU Green Committee is sponsoring a residential energy conservation workshop on 
Tuesday May 15, 2012 from 5:30 – 6:30pm that will outline steps, tips, and possibilities.  If interested, 
please rsvp to Michelle Andra at uugreengirl@gmail.com or (828) 545-3069 by May 11.  We need at 
least 5 participants confirmed in order for the show to go on so please sign up!  Light organic snacks 
will be served.   
 Thanks to all those who participated in the Green Fair last weekend and completed the 
Green Committee Survey.  If you haven‘t already completed the survey, you will have another 
chance to complete it (and a chance to win a $50 gift certificate to Rosewood Market ) this Sunday 
at the Beltane crafter‘s fair immediately after the service. So stop by the Green Table, complete a 
survey, learn more about what we do, and enjoy delicious local foods! 
 

UUCC Yard Sale on May 19: Everything You Need To Know! 
Our BIG rummage sale is fast approaching, so it‘s time to get down to the 
details. We have already received quite a few donations, and they are stored 
in our basement. Here‘s what we need between now and the sale: 
More of Your Worldly Goods:  1.  Keep simplifying your life--- bring us all the 
stuff you can do without!  (But no clothes except for children‘s, please.)  2. 
Make sure your donations are clean and in working order.  3. We are storing 
donations in the UUCC basement. Bring them in any Sunday, but be sure to 
notify Pat or Don Mohr – preferably in advance if possible.  4.  If you have 
items that are too big or heavy to manage yourself, contact the Mohrs and we 

will arrange to pick them on Sunday, May 13. 
Trucks:   
We need to have as many trucks as possible available on Sunday, May 13  to pick up large items. If 
you have a truck that you will let us use (preferably with you as the driver), contact Don or Pat. 
Volunteers - we’ll need a lot!! 
We will organize and price the items the week before the sale.  

 Tuesday night (6:30-9:00). We will set up tables and move items from the basement to the 
social hall. Some muscle will be appreciated for this. 

 Wednesday night (6:30-9:00) Continue Tuesday‘s work.  

 Thursday night (6:30-9:00). Finish the indoor set-up and price everything. 

mailto:sjchubon@sc.rr.com
mailto:uugreengirl@gmail.com
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 Friday night (5-8)  Pre-Sale for our members and friends from 6:00 to 8:00. 

 Saturday (8-2). For the big day we need two teams of volunteers. The first team will work from 
6:30 AM until 10:30 and the second team will work from 10:30 until 2:30. Tasks will include 
moving large items outside, staffing the checkout table(s), negotiating prices, answering 
questions, and cleaning up after the sale ends.    

Food: 

 Food for helpers - we need lunch and snacks for the people working the sale. 

 Food to sell - Cookies, donuts, breads, etc. make people linger at yard sales, so we‘d like to 
have homemade items available.  We‘ll have a space set up in the kitchen where you can 
store your goodies beginning Friday 5/18. 

Getting Involved: 

 Signing Up to Help: Add your name to the large poster board chart in the Social Hall.  This is 
our big fund-raiser for the year, and we can‘t do it without you!!   

 Questions? Contact Don or Pat Mohr (782-9468; patmohr@mindspring.com) 
 

UUCC Outdoor Group  Join us at Lansford Canal State Park on Saturday, May 2, 
time to be determined,  to tour the Spider Lilies and hike the ruins of the old canal.  

Bring a sack lunch. Pets OK on leash.  We've done this one before, and everyone 
loves it. A beautiful site on the bank of the Broad River. 
www.southcarolinaparks.com/landsfordcanal/introduction.aspx  Directions: I-77 
Northbound: Take exit 65 to Highway 9. Turn rt. and travel 2 mi. to Hwy 223. Turn 
left on Hwy. 223 and travel 9 mi. to Hwy. 21. At Hwy. 21 turn left and travel 2 mi. to 

the State Park sign. Turn right and the park entrance will be on the left.  Fees: $2 adults, $1.25 
seniors, under 15 and pets free.  Contact Bauer Westeren, bauerwesteren@yahoo.com. 
 
Welcome to Gaia's Rising CUUPs!  
 We are an open pagan group affiliated with the Unitarian Universalist Congregation in 
Columbia, South Carolina. CUUPS stands for the Congregation of Unitarian Universalist Pagans and 
we welcome anyone who wants to come to our meetings.   
 One of the missions of the Gaia's Rising CUUPS Chapter is to educate the congregation of the 
UU Congregation of Columbia and the community on Pagan beliefs, practices and philosophies, in 
order to dispel fear and intolerance and further encourage a climate of active acceptance of Pagan 
paths and practitioners. 
 We meet on Thursdays at 7:30 at the Library of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation on 
Hayward Street in Columbia. Both the meetings and rituals are open to the UUCC, Pagans in the 
community and people who do not consider themselves Unitarian or Pagan. Our Calendar of Events 
will be available on Facebook at Gaia’s Rising CUUPs, or at our sister site on yahoo, the link is in our 
Facebook profile. 
 
UU Cookbook 

 Over the past 37 years some of the best meals I've eaten have been at our UU potlucks.  
Wouldn't you love to have the recipe for Eloisa's wonderful banana pancakes or The Preacher Man's 
Split Pea Soup?  Well now is your chance to share recipes.  We are going to organize a UU 
Cookbook and are hoping to include your favorite recipe.  Please email your recipe to 
annjohnson1242@att.net using Word.  (Do not mail your recipe to the administrator.)   We want 
soups, salads, main dishes, desserts, vegetarian and vegan dishes as well as a section for our youth.  
Bon Appetit! 
 
Change in Meeting Dates for Board of Trustees 
 The Board of Trustees has changed its meeting dates from the 2nd Wednesday to the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month beginning in March, 2012.  This change was made to give the Treasurer 
and Finance Committee time to review and prepare reports for the Board on the prior month's 
financial statements.  Board meetings start at 6:30 PM in the Social Hall, and all members are 
welcome to attend. 

 

 

mailto:patmohr@mindspring.com
http://www.southcarolinaparks.com/landsfordcanal/introduction.aspx
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This I Value 
 
 As a part of our pledge drive, we have been hearing from various members what they value 
about our unique community of faith. Here is our final "testimony" from Robin Scherer: 
 
 Unlike most of you, I was raised Unitarian.  So, in many respects, joining the UUCC after 25 
years as a visitor truly felt like coming home - like finding a lost pair of perfectly fitting, broken- in blue 
jeans. 
 I had actually flirted with more mainstream religions.   I was confirmed in my step-father‘s 
Presbyterian church, which represented Establishment, security and acceptance to me -  as a young 
person with a conservative, privileged background.  In some respects, my journey has mirrored that of 
a well-known figure in our UUCC.   I graduated from Wake Forest (a conservative, Baptist college) in 
the same class as Reverend Neal Jones!   
 So, in the past few years, I‘ve come full circle – back to my UU roots.  During my time away, I 
have changed.   

 From a believer in privatization of Social Security to a believer in a Social Safety net 

 From a belief that our economic system offers its rewards to anyone willing to work hard to an 
understanding that the establishment always works to continue its own advantages and 
privileges. 

 From a belief that our world‘s oceans, forests, air and water were limitless, providing endless 
food and shelter for all species to knowledge that resources are finite - that our excesses  are 
destroying much of our world. 

 From a belief that the mainstream leaders in our country were leading us in the right direction, 
to a conviction that they are mostly  getting it wrong. 

 As my world view began veering dramatically ‗left‘ of mainstream opinion, I felt a need for 
support, validation and community – all of which I find here at the UUCC.   My left-leaning self is 
perfectly at home in the UU tradition of religious liberalism.  Our community helps give me the 
courage to be who I am and offers respite from the barrage of conservative propaganda,  which is 
such a constant in our lives.  I find it ironic that those messages, delivered as positive ‗sound bites‘ 
such as  ‗pro life‘, ‗family values‘ and ‗right living‘, have underlying meaning that is just the opposite.   
And so many people believe it. 
 So, I come here to listen for other messages – in a sermon or social hour conversation or 
reading the Unigram – in the peace I feel at The Mountain, or the cooperation and love evident in our 
activities (like the Pride March, the annual yard sale, and the youth weekend at our home in the Low 
Country).   I come searching for people, like Connie and Cecil Myers, who have the courage to lead 
interesting lives, who speak up against prevailing opinion in the interest of fairness, who work for 
social justice and environmental protection. 
 I come here seeking a message of hope to counter the negativity of our current public 
discourse.  I come here to be filled with our own sound-bite of true democracy, love, and compassion 
– to be sustained… Until we meet again. 
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UUCC Board of Trustees 
Summary of April 2012 Meeting 

The Board of Trustees met on April 18, 2012 from 6:34 PM to 9:22 PM.  Barry Ahrendt, 
President, chaired the meeting which included several issues for discussion.   

Financial Issues 

 ~Linda Brennison, Treasurer, reviewed the budget highlights through March 31, 2012.  
Pledges continue coming in ahead of schedule, with $158,527 received versus $153,165 
budgeted.  Overall revenues total $175,030 including some restricted funds.  Expenses 
continue coming in under budget at $164,461, due to lower utility bills and the delay in 
higher debt service payments for the new construction.       

 ~We have reached our canvass target of $195,000 in pledges for 2012-2013!  Sue Thayer 
and the canvass team have done outstanding work on this.  There was discussion of 
additional sources of revenue as well.     

 ~Ivy Coleman and Robin Scherer are developing the proposed 2012-2013 budget with the 
Finance Committee.  Most of the meeting was spent in discussing details of their first pass 
at this new budget. 
 
Executive Session: Personnel Evaluations 
The Board discussed the glowing evaluation of Rev. Neal Jones that had been drafted by 
the Executive Committee in the comprehensive format required by UUA for ministers 
receiving preliminary fellowship.  Neal and Robin Scherer, Personnel Committee Chair, 
were present and participated in the discussion.   There was also discussion of criteria 
recommended by the Personnel Committee for staff raises.  Specific compensation 
decisions are being deferred pending further development of the 2012-2013 budget.   
 
Construction Update 
Don Mohr, Past Co-President, reported satisfactory completion of the construction 
contract by our contractor, Contract Construction.  Some work not included in that job 
remains to be completed, including the installation of permeable pavers in the courtyard.  
Costs are being explored.        
 
Southeast District Annual Meeting 
The Board appointed Don Mohr and Pat Mohr, Past Co-Presidents, as two of our four 
delegates to the annual meeting of the UUA Southeast District.  This meeting will take 
place on May 4th and May 5th in Richmond, Virginia. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Michael Sullivan, Board Secretary 
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Religious Education 

     

 

    RE Calendar 

 April 28-Playground Workday, 8am-noon 

 April 29-Beltane Crafters Fair, UUCC Lawn, 12:15 p.m 

 May 5-Hogwarts Camp Staff & Volunteer Meeting, 10-11am, 
Room     Room 5 

 May 6-RE Celebration & Bridging Ceremony Multigenerational  
 Service followed by ice cream social 

 May 6-RE Parent & Volunteer Meeting, 12:20pm, Sanctuary 
  
   

Upcoming RE Lessons 
April 29—Beltane Lesson & Activities, hosted by 3rd-5th grade class 
May 6—RE Celebration & Bridging Ceremony Multigenerational Service 
 
Junior Choir Schedule 
April 29—Rehearsal at 10:20 a.m. & Perform during service 
May 6—Rehearsal at 10:20 a.m. & Perform during service 
 
Visit Redecorated Preschool Classroom 
 We recently finishing painting and redecorating classroom 6 (preschool) and invite everyone to 
stop by to see it. We‘ll soon start repainting Room 10 and hope to finish the RE Wing repainting 
project by the end of May. Custodian Jeff Kruse has done a wonderful job repairing, priming and 
repainting the ceilings, walls and woodwork in our classrooms. 
 
RE Parent & Volunteer Meeting May 6 Following Service 
 Please join us for an RE Parent and Volunteer meeting in the Sanctuary Sunday, May 
6 following our RE Celebration & Bridging Ceremony Multigenerational Service. The 
UUCC Religious Education program is growing and our needs are changing! We‘d like 
to fill everyone in on our plans for summer and fall, hear your input and answer any 
questions you might have. Children and youth will enjoy an ice cream social on the 
playground while parents and volunteers meet. 
 
Hogwarts Camp Full 
 Our Hogwarts Summer Camp is full, but we‘ve started a waiting list for anyone still 
interested in attending. Children and youth will also have the opportunity to enjoy 
the Hogwarts experience in our summer RE program, and we‘ll have a Hogwarts 
Multigenerational Service July 29. Camp brochures and registration forms are 
available on the shelf outside the DRE‘s office. Please email dre@uucolumbia for more 
information. 
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UUCC Staff  Minister , Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones  minister@uucolumbia.org 

Administrator, Andrea Dudick   uucc@uucolumbia.org 
Director Religious Education, Lisa Eason dre@uucolumbia.org 
Youth Coordinator, Morgan Gauthreaux youth@uucolumbia.org 
Nursery Supervisor, Jennifer McLeer 
Bookkeeper, Ann Cargill    bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org 
Custodian, Jeff Kruse 

 
Board of Trustees President, Barry Ahrendt   president@uucolumbia.org 
   President-Elect, Ann Johnson   president-elect@uucolumbia.org 

Treasurer, Linda Brennison   treasurer@uucolumbia.org 
Secretary, Mike Sullivan   secretary@uucolumbia.org 
Members at Large, Ivy Coleman, Elizabeth Harris, Buzzie Kelly, Walter  

        Patterson, and Bauer Westeren 
Past Co-Presidents, Don & Pat Mohr  pastpresident@uucolumbia.org 

 

 
Phone:  Office (803) 799-0845    FAX: (815) 550-4740 
UUCC Forum:  http://uufc.19.forumer.com             Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org 
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/uucolumbia 
Office Hours: Mon. – Fri. 9:15 am – 1:45 pm  Special Events Line:  (888) 849-4224 ext.4 
 
 

March 2012 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS 
 

Meeting                   Date Time Location 

Akido Class Mon., Wed., & Fri.    7:00 am Social Hall 

Board Meeting 3
rd

 Wednesday 6:30 pm Social Hall 

Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 7:00 pm Sanctuary 

Choir   Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary 

Committee Night (starts with dinner) 1
st
 Wednesday 6:00 pm Dinner in the Social Hall 

CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library 

Dances of Universal Peace 1
st
 Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall 

Forum Every Sunday 9:30 am Library 

Funeral Consumer Alliance 2
nd

 Monday 5:30 pm Classroom 

Green Committee   3
rd

 Wednesday 6:30 pm Classroom # 5 

Knit or Not Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom 

New Member Class May 13th 12:15 pm Classroom # 5 

RE Committee 3
rd

 Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom # 5 

Science & Religion  2
nd

 Thursday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

September Set  4
th
 Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall 

Technology Committee 1
st
 Wednesday 6:00 pm Workroom 1 

UU Animal Ministry 1
st
 Wednesday 5:15 pm Classroom # 7 

UU Humanist  4
th
 Thursday  7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

UU Partner Church Committee Contact: Lee Minghi, 798-
0904 or Carita Barr, 782-
0053  

7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

Visitor Orientation May 20
th
 Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 8  Classroom # 8 

Women's Book Club  2
nd

 Tuesday  7:00 pm  Classroom # 5 

Rentals    

American United July 8
th
 Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary 

Tai Chi    803-772-9557  
   columbia.sc@taoist.org 

Every Tuesday  9:30 am and  
6:00 pm 

Social Hall 

 

mailto:uucc@uucolumbia.org
mailto:president@uucolumbia.org
http://uu.columbia.sc.uua.org/
http://www.facebook.com/uucolumbia
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The Unigram           
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia 

2701 Heyward Street 
Columbia, SC 29205 

  
 

Return Service Requested 
 
 
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please, help us update our mailing list. 
To delete or change your address,  
Email: uucc@uucolumbia.org 

 
 
 
====================================================================== 

THE SIX SOURCES OF FAITH FOR UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS 
 

 Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which 
moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which create and uphold life;  
 

 Words and deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront powers and 
structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power of love;  
 

 Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life;  
 

 Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God's love by loving our neighbors 
as ourselves;  
 

 Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of 
science, and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit;  
 

 Spiritual teachings of earth-centered traditions, which celebrate the sacred circle of life and 
instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Unigram Deadline 
The deadline for the next issue is Sun., May 6, 
which will be published on Wed., May 9.  
Please submit articles and announcements for 
the next issue to uucc@uucolumbia.org 
 


